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Wb so seldom fine;! the talents which make 
men admirable, united with those qualities of 
the heart which render them amiable, that many 
have supposed such perfecticms to be, in some 
degree, incompatible ; have imagined, that re^ 
finement in individuals^ as well as nations, is 
generally purcha3ed at the expense of purity 
and ipnocence, and that the sun of knowledge 
too often corrupts while it illuminates. It 
cannot be denied, that the union of virtue and 
genius is a phenomenon almost as rare as it is 
glorious ; and amply as human nature abounds 
in contrarieties, it does not produce a more 
fiegrading alloy, a nEiore melancholy mixture, 
than that of talents with profligacy. We con- 
template a character of this kind, in which 
meanness is so blende^ with subj^ipity, as a 
traveller through: Qfeeoe and Asi^ looks <m» 
those motley structures, in which brtfkfen mar** 
a 3 
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bles and 'columns are found mixed among the 
vilest :rilbkisky and the fmgments oC ^indent 
splendour are converted to purposes of filth 
and wretchedness. Such is the mortifying 
spectacle which the lif6 of Sallust presents : al- 
ternately exciting our admiration and con- 
tempt by the vigour, of his intellect and the 
corruption of his hearty he seems to have stu- 
died all that is excellent in theory^, for the sole 
purpose of avoiding it ift practice. 

H6 vrVLS born at Amiternum, in the country 
df thfe Sibihes, in the year of Rome 668. Th6 
fahiily 6f the Sallustii was good but not illus- 
trious ; and it does not appear that^ prexnous 
to the t\mt of the historian, the n^me had ac- 
quired either rank or celebrity at Rome. ,He 
was in his eighth year^ when Sylla, after a life 
of tyhinny and fdction, died with a composure 
of spirit which better men might emulate *. 

* When Sylla found that he was dying, he hastened to 
|iut a finishing touch to those tiiemoire of himsdf, from 
which some interesting traits are pieserved to ns. Among 
the many examples of a calm resignation of life^ which th« 
Pagan world has. left for our instruction, there is none 
perhaps more gracefully firm than that which Tacitus has 
tecorded of the polished yoluptuaiy, Petronius. Hisdesnft 
#a£^ ind^ (fts St. Evremont calls it) "" la ^lus beHe 4i 



^e lionours which the Romans fAiA 'to^th^ 
niemory of diis ^xtraordinaiiyr person^ af^d a 
most 6trikfng'exaimpl^ of the anoraalies of tlie 
human mind.' His^ govemaidttt had besa a 
iserids of murders and' prosbriptions ; ninety 
«en^tors had &l}en the victims of his crudiy, 
and fiesat three thousand knights had been 
«nass0Ored or lexHed. He had sacrificed to ibe 
tage o{ civil dissttnsibn the blood of one faun-* 
-dxftd (thousand citizens; and yet aro\i^d the 
^pilei ot^ tkm ioe td her liberties, Rome did not 
blush to exhibit all the pageantry of grief ♦'; 
^find the shower of rain Which l^apjNsned to fal) 
after the burning of the body, was supposed by 
the infatuated people to be sent expressly by 
heaven at that moment, to cdc^ the ashes of 
tKe» tyrant^ and give him, even in deaths some 
pi^odf of its interposition in his favour. 

As long as Sylla lived, notwithstanding his 
• abdication of power;^the influence a( his name^ 

' *'For the paittculars of this splendid ceremony the 
leead^r must oonsyilt Mr de Brosses^ in hi^ very skilfbl 
Supplement to the Remains of Sallust^ torn. 1. p. 377* 
He seenoSj in the following passage> to have imitated the 
pompous fonnala of the King's toast in Hamlet : '^ Le 
senat r6pbndoit aux trompettes par des acclamations hi* 
gobros: les chevaliers r^pondoient au ^nat: Varm^aox. 
^heyaliers ; tpute.b populace i Tarmfo," 

a3 
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and the terror of his presence^ were sufficient 
4o repress every thought of innovation. The 
man still remuned^ though the dictator wza no 
more. But, :as soon a$ he died, this calm of 
cowardice ceased, and. the claims of the re- 
tSpective factions were renewed with all their 
former animosity. The eause of the pebple 
VFas but little advanced iti the struggle, and the 
power of Pompey, which succeeded t6 that of 
Sylla, preserved to the nobles that high *up6-> 
riority which the aristocratic laws of thte dictator 
had given them. ; i 

The early pursuits of Sallust were 3Uch as 
might be expected from the discordant qu^iti^s 
of which his character was composed. While 
the learned philologerAtteius presided over his 
studies, and fed his mind with that pure attic 
eloquence which we find transfused so ad- 
mirably into his writings, the abandoned Nigi- 
dianus was the companion of his debaucheries ; 
and it is to be feared, that even Nature herself was 
not sufficiently respected in their orgies. With 
such dispositions we cannot wonder^ that^ when 
Sallust applied his attention to political affiiirs^ 
he should adopt the popular faction as the more 
favouVable to his views And character^ and as 
opening a field for - his ambition, while it flat- 
tered all his baser propensities. JJk first uj^ 
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pearanoe in public life seems, however^ to 
have been rather upsuooessfu), and he thus 
coinplaiDs of his &ilure in the History of Ca- 
tiline's Conspiracy: ^' I was induced, in my 
younger days, by my own inclination, and 
the example of others, to devote my time to 
the aiiairs of the republic; but the impedi- 
ments w^re numerous which I met with 
in this pursuit. Instead of modesty, temper- 
ance, and public spirit, I saw nothing around 
me but boldness, bribery, and rupacity ; and 
though my mind, as yet unaccustomed to oof^ 
ruption, was struck with disgust at the depravity 
which it witnessed, yet, young and thoughtless 
in. the midst of profligacy and temptation, I 
caught the infection of the times, and became 
the victim of cupidity and ambition */* 

* This passage; recalls to our minds the account vbufh 
Liician so feelingly giv^, of the disgust iritJb which he re- 
Hired from the profession of the lav ; Eyw yof ntuin t«x<V» 
^vttiioi vroo'm tok ftrroftyvm t» Am-^^a tvmyntum WfOffuNU, ava^ 

ftXA«y TovTft ^My irrtf UK9f %ff mwt^vyor it* h t« 0104 w f tXo* 

IX {in^vK *ou KXu^tmFo; 1$ ivitot riva Xi^Avta lo^XiiM^, inro vm 0x1* 
vo/Aivof wx^xSutKu•'^VlscsXorf sive Reviviscentes. " As sooi^ 
as I perceived the numherless Inconveniences which neces- 
•ai)ly attend the professors of the law 1 as soon as I knew 
t}ie deoeit and £dsehood^ the effronteiy^ clamour^ and di«« 
84 



tfil THB riPE t)P SArLUST, 

' Ambitibn however was not tihe onFy feeling 
^Tiich occupial; at this titne, the aWent spirit 
of Sallust. Fauste, 'the wife cff Milo,")ind 
daughter of SyUa *^, ' one * of those h&tniftfl 

fension^ which characterise them^ I ri^tundly fled whh 
disgust from the pursuit^ and tomiog iiLy mind to thy beau* 
iies, O Philosopher! :it was my wish beneatli thy anspio^ 
to pass whatever yet remained of my existence, like one 
gliding into a peaceful harbour from all the inclemency of 
winds and waves." 

* Plausta was one of- those lieathep ladies^ whom a ^ 
ther of the church very elegandy styles '^ ei^politae libi- 
clinis victims.** Her gallantries indeed were rather m\ilti« 
farious} for time has preserved us the names of five of 
her lovers, and we may of course allow for a considerable 
number, who iiad either ^he discretion or the luck to lie 
concealed. Macroblus tells a lively witticism which "^^ 
suggested by the names of two of these favoured gentle- 
men : *' Faustus, SyUae (ilius, cum soror ejus eodem tem«p 
pore duos moechos haberet, Fulvium Fullonem et Pom- 
peium Maculum : Miror, inquit, sorar^m meam habem 
maculam, aim fullonpm habeat/* Satumal. 1. ij. 2. Un? 
fortunately the pun here is not translateable j but there is 
l^other ancient witticism upon a similar subject, which, 
though it has nothing to do with Fausta, deserves to be re* 
peated, When Porcius, son to Cato of Utica, was ix^ 
Cappadocia, he intrigued with the fair Psyche, who was 
wife to his friend Maphradates. " What close firiends" 
(it was remarked) '' are Porcius an4 Maphradates! they 
have but one soul between them.*'— ^»Xa Jwo, "i^vxii ^u*.— 
It should perhaps have been premised, for the sake of some 
readeri^ that Psyche is the Greek for soul. 



^ihffithiropiste^ who study more to bless' than 
to tatitaiQjse matikiiid; w&s wooed by the young 
^mtorian^' and did not distinguish him by a 
refusal,. He seeros3 howev^er, to have been at 
unlucky in love as in politics. Hie hudaand 
was officious enough to interrupt the lovers 
'^ dans bn monitot*' (if we xnay beliei^e the 
learned president Ife Brosses) ^< fort essential 
jet tout-d-ftit crArique pour i'honneur du man,'* 
and the gallant was dismissed after a chastiae^ 
xnent so severe, and so d^rading, that k 
Tli^usted him for ever with intrigues in con* 
?u1ar families. Indeed so complete was the 
reformation trhich the lash of Miio produced, 
that Sallust is said to have declared some time 
after in the senate-hduse^ upon being reproached 
with the immorality of his life, thiM: '^ he had 
given up women of rank, and taken to the 
daughters of freedmen »,•* ' 

libertinanim dico> Sallostius in quas 
Nop miaus ins^nit ^juam qui mcechatur. 

Horat.Sat.u.Iib.l. 

* *f SaUustioB tanto ardore insanivisse in libertiaos, 
guanto mo&chus in matrones : quod cum illt in senate k 
fiCDSonhxiB objectum esset, respondit : Se non matronarum 
§ed libertinamm sectatorem ewe.*' Scbol. ia€at, Hont 
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We caimot ascertain the period of his hl(^ 
when he first aspired to the honours of m^gis- 
trac^ ; hot as the quaestorship was a previous 
step to the other ofiioes which he appears to 
have held^ we may suppose that, he obtained 
this situation soon affer he had reached the 
age which the laws rendered necesmry for, its 
attainment. In the year 702 he Waselepled a 
tribune of the people, and it is less a subject 
of triumph to him than it is pf diagracp |o the 
times in which he livedo thiit Catp should h^e 
failed at a moment when SnUust ,w^ successful *^ 
He had now an opportunity, hpwever, of re.- 
venging himself upon the husband of Fausta, 
whose trial for the murder of Clodsus took place 
during the year of his tribuneship. The factious 
spirit of Clodius had long disturbed the com* 
monwe^thf His animosity to Cicero, after the 
suppression of the conspiracy of Catiline, hfd 
been so actively exerted^ that, notwithstanding 

^ Ha sUudet tQ this preference^ with some degree of 
xBaitj, in the introductory part of the Jugurthine War^ 
where hq mys^ «' When the juncture in which I ^cceeded 
to the magistracy b considered^ as well as the respectability 
of those who were disappointed in the same pursuit^*' 8rc. 
«*CastilioneuSj however^ is of opinion, that the prstorship 
was the object of rivalry to which the passage reiers ; ^nd 
}ie is possiUy correct, 
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the iiiflueQ«;e of the senate, who regarded Qoero 
^ their grandest bulwark » that great man, with 
a timidity which was the blemish of his chaiacter, 
yielded to thq popular clamour, and retired into 
voluntary banishment. A triumph so signal, 
?and in some degree uReipected, was sufficient 
to intoxicate the party pf C}odms; and thdr 
insdence was such as generally follows a qio- 
pentaij advantage in <;iril disseiisiojas, Diiring 
these events the designing CsBsar, whpsemind 
^qever wandered from its flighty pbifect, abetted 
the party .of Ckxlius and the populace ; while 
Pompey, with a fluctuation which never yet 
characteriiEed greatness^ afler abandonii^ Gcero 
|o the persetmtions of Clddius^ assisted Milo m 
-.his hostiUty to the latter,^ and then attached 
himself again to the demagogue with the hope of 
aupplanting the populanty of CsesiM"* The 
absence of Cicero was not protracted very k>ng; 
the law for his recall was passed by acclamation, 
and the vanity of the orator was gratified by a 
kind of triumphal entiy into* Rome. Suoh were 
the transactions whiph preceded the year 703, 
when Sallust became a tribune of the people. 
The commotions of the former year were con- 
tinued with unabating fury ; and the first event 
which gave Sallust an opportunity : of exerting 
l^s talents and gratifying his revenge^ was » 



Snoient struggle for the consulship betAv^n 
Milb, Hypsaeus,* and Scipio. Hi* i^bmrnrous 
exposure in the bed-chambef of Fausta «tif! 
'rankled in the heart of the historian, and he 
^gerly coalesced with Clodius ih opposition tb 
the author of his disgrace. The riots and 
massacres to which^ the contest gave rise werfe 
tmt a repetition' of those barbarous scenes '6f 
fclobd by which Rome, the great theatre of thfe 
w6r]d^ was so oftin stained and degraded. At 
leiigtii the rnurfer of Clodtuspttt a* crown tb 
4!hesfe party iexcfesses, and raised the indignatfoli 
of the' pbjiulace as high as their demagogues 
could desire. The particulars of the trial df 
^Milo are, perhaps, better remembered- by the 
, scholar than anj^ other detailed transaction of 
'antiquity, from its haying given birth to the 
most pblished piece of eloquence thot^cient or 
modem genius Has ever produced. But, un- 
fortunately, the talent to write was not seconded 
by the courage to speak ; the muse of oratory 
trembled before the legions of Pompey ; and 
Milo, amidst the luxuries of his banishment at 
Marseilles, confessed himself indebted to the 
timidity of his advocate for the very 'delicate 
mullets to which it had been the means of in- 
troducing him, 
{S^llust was one of the managers of this 



Inemorable trial ; and even without reference id 
the authority of Pedianus *, wte may imagine thtJ 
degree df acrimony with which the prosecution 
tras conducted. His enmity to Cicero, which 
had originated, perhaps; in their political dif- 
ferences, and was at length become a persona! 
feeling, displayed itself upon this occasion openly 
and malignantly. Assisted by his colleagues^ 
Rufus and Munacius, he endeavoured to im- 
plicate the orator in the guilt of Milo, and did 
not hesitate to say, in the course of his violent 
harangues, that *^ though the arm of Milo 
had struck the blow, the head of a greater man 
had planned it/* 

The biographers of Sallust have supposed that 
soon after^ the termination of this afiair^ some 

* *' Initi^ciBfilimas conciories de Milone tabebtnt.'* 
AsGon. Pedian. in Milon. CicopiL— *Thi8 seems to faav9 
been the only occasion (if we except hi» virtuous declaratioa 
before the senate) on which Sallust appeared as a public 
speaker. His habits of concise and elaborate composition 
were not very favourable to that ready flow of thought 
which » the first lequ&site <to extttnporaneoutt eldqQeiics* 
It was said of Hcrtensius, the rival of Cicero^ '' dicebat 
hndius <|uam scripsit;** and indeed the talents of writing 
^id speaking have been very seldom united. An orator itt 
tome degree resetnbles>«& impr^ttvisaiofw, and it In aiway% 
with dMiculty, and i^om with ' siicoesf> that either caa 
submit to the Irafmnelf «f i>e{ttlir compositiMi. < • « • ^ 
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pacific overtures were made by the parties tO| 
each other, and a kind of reconciliation esta« 
|)lished between the hist6nan and Milq. It is^ 
certainly, not difficult to believe that; men so 
ambitious and profligate would readily assumq 
^y feelirtg, either of hatred or amity, which 
promised to promote the factious design of the 
moment; fot the heart has no share in the 
transactions of a true politician, and there is as 
little of principle in his enmity as there is of 
sincerity in his friendship. But we do not find 
^ sufficient motive for this accommodation; and 
^t Sallust did pot cea^e to be obnoxious to the 
partisans of Milo appenrs by his subsequent 
expulsion from the senate,, which may be safely 
attributed to their machinations. This signal 
degradation he suffered in the year 704, and it 
^nnQt be doubted that the licentiousness of his 
life: concurred with the zeal of his enemies, in 
bringing him to such public debasement, and 
aloiost justified their hostility *. The ignomi- 
nious retirement tp .whiqh he wa§ dismissed had 
scarcely lasted t\vo yesu's^ when the return of 

» M. LeClerc and others seem to think, that t^ie censori 
klfficted this disgrace upon Sallust on account of his bonnes 
fortunes among the matrons of Rpmej but the passage in 
Dioix Qa^ius> who is our only respectably authority fat 
the story^ does ngt ji^aicaiSktauch ^$Qacluaio9^ . : 
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his patroQ, CflBsar , into Italy, after a long series of 
the roost splendid victories, consoled his roorti* 
4M spirit tod gave a new^ spring to his ambition. 
It was at this period he is supposed to have writ* 
-ten his first letter to Caesar on the regulation of 
the commonwealth * ; and if; history and expe<* 
rience did not amply teach us the hollowness of 
thatzeal which demagogues profess for liberty, we 
should wonder at the apostacy which he exhiUts 
throughout this extraordinary composition. No 
kmger the advocate of free government, he 
looks to arbitrary power as the only hope of 
salvaticm to the state, and urges Csssar to assume 
the sovereignty with an earnestness, which we 
might respecty if we could but think it dis* 
interested. The adulation which breathes 
through this letter is equally unlike the r^ublican 
character of the writer, and we cannot imagine 
the female robe to have sat more awkwardly on 
the limbs of Achilles than the garb of flattery 
hangs about the nervous sentences of Sallust. 
This sacrifice of prindple, however, was not left 
unrewarded, and the influence of Caesar procured 
his appointment to the quasstorship^ by whlch^ 

f Jbi^ letter U the seoond as Ibey tttnd in the commop 
cditiou of Salinity wbm their chronological ord^ is evi* 
deatl/ invottecL 



after two years of hi}fnili&tiony he 4vstt imtomi 
to his senatoFian rank. During th^ period of 
his of&se, or a abort time after, while C^Mr 
was occupied in the siege of Aleitandria^ he 
composed his second political letter ; and as -the 
ohjedt to which be had formerly dlreoted th^ 
ambition of th^ conqueror, Was in a great mea^ 
sure secured by the blind devotion of the senate, 
-who had lately united in (he person of Caesar the 
three incompatible dignities of dictator, oonsul, 
and tribune of the people, the tenour of tim 
address is t[iore calm, eitlightened> and dis- 
passionate ; and the 4uminom glimpse wbieh be 
gives of the ls»t dying moments of the repubKc 
is interesting and instru^^tive. . 

In the year 706, upon the return of Cassar 
to Rome, he was mi^ed (;q the high situeticHi of 
'praetor j and about d^ie same tinae beoame the 
'husband of Terentia, whom Ciceto hod been 
obliged to divorce, after an exp^iment of moi^e 
than thirty years* It is 'difficult to acoount for 
this singular choice of the^ historian ^^ untess 

; . .•■.:.{.-.•. i '• ^ . : 

: * After tbe dea4i.«f S#|st| -wbm Ttt^eoti^ uPfft 
have been about fifty-six years of age^ she was married 
to Messala Corvinns, another celebrated orator; wUeb 
has led the pious St. Jerome to congratulate hc^ upon 
Laving been put through such a' course *pf orators, B6t 
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we can suppose that it proceeded from his am- 
mosity to Cicero^ and that he was happy to 
nceive a deserter from the hostile camp who 
QDttId best betray to him the weakness of the 
enemy. 

In the mean time the wreck of Pompey^ 
amy was coUected mider Cato and Seipio in 
Africa, and began to assume an aspect of re- 
aistenoe, which, though not very lbrmidri>Ie, 
caifed for the attention of CasMT. He ac* 
cordingly gave directions to Sallust, whom he. 
had appointed one of his lieutenants, to march 
with. a body of troops to the coast, and there 
embark immediately for Africa. But long and 
painful service had wearied these hardy veterans. 
As soon as th^ arrived at the fdace of embarka- 
tion, and found that they were destined to ne# 
dangers, a spirit of mutiny dedared itself, and 
they refused to obey the orders of their lieu* 

this -was not all : 8o late as the reipi of TSbertus^ Te- 
fentia still had charms to captivate the MrtiqnamQ Ru- 
"HiiB, who married her 4fter she had pasied her fanndndth 
year, and thought himself the bs^pieat virtuoso in Rome 
to possess two such valuable antiques in his collection^ as 
the chair of Cs^ar and the wife of Cicero. ^ See Dion 
Cassius^ lib. Kii. for some pleasant remarks upon this taste 
p£ Ruftis, 

A 
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t0nant. In v&in did he threaten and promise i 
^l^ir diseootapt soon ii^iildled into fary^ and ho 
was forced at length to oonfitilthis own safeCy fajr 
flights while tlie malcontents proceeded widi 
the most furious menaces towards Rome, mvw 
4^ings ipdifciiminately, all who were iH^ftted 
fi^Qugh tp encounter them. Casaar, upoa 
bearing of their approach, went forth to meet 
them alone, notwithstanding the representa* 
tions of his firiends, who trembled at the' dan«i 
ger to which he exposed himself, and it was 
fqpon this gocasion that by the single word 
^f Quirites** he abashed a whole army of miiti^ 
lieers, apd l|ad. them all repentant at his fy^ 
Such was the dominion which he held over th^ 
soldiers^ and such must ever be the ascendency 
9i those Sfdendid qualities, which, like the shidd 
i)f t^e m$^cia<i in Ariosto, dazzle men out d| 
thw liberties. 

£ tolto per virti^ deUp splendoie 
lia Kbertate a loro. Cant ii. 

Soon after the arrival of O^sar in Afi4ca> 
there were some apprehensions entertained of a 
scarcity of provisions for the troops; in con^ 
sequence of which a part d* the £eet was de* 
tadied uod«r the command of Sallust to take 
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possession of the island of Cercina, in which 
a jich niagastue had been formed by the enemy. 
'^ I do not pause to consider^"* said Cassar^ in 
^ving orders to his lieutenant^ '^ whether the 
service on which I send you is practicable opr 
not } the situation in which we are placed admita 
neither of delay nor disappointment*/* The 
enteiprise^ however, succeeded without much 
difficulty. Decimius^ who commanded at Cer« 
dna, upon seeing the approach of the squadron^ 
escaped to sea in a skiff^ and abandoned th^ 
island to Sallust, who, taking possession of the 
stores^ had the com all shipped aboard hs 
transports^and returned mth the welcome supply 
to Caesar. 

This is the only occurrence during the war^ 
in which the historian appears to have beea 
prominently concerned; but either his servicoa 
or his flattery recommended him so strongly to 
Caesar^ that he was appointed, afler the jconquest 
of Numidia, to the government of the whole 
African province, including Libya> Numidia, and 
Mauritania, and extending along the ccMt front) 

« 'Mt b not thus*' (says D0 BrosMf) ^* that orAnaiy 
men tie addressed } and when we leeoUect that it was 
C^sar wbo gave these #rders^ we cannot but think higUjr 
of the talents of Sallust who leceived them.'' 

A2 
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Carthage to the ooean *• If the wild irreguk/- 
rities of youth were all that could be objected 
to Sallust^ his biographers would have lingered 
less harshly on his name, and the follies of the 
boy would have been forgotten in the greatness 
of the man ^. But those cold vices of the 
heart) which time can neither soften nor eradi-^ 
cate, were, unhappily, his leading characteristics, 
mnd have left the darkest stain upon his memor}\ 
So active was the spirit of rapacity with which 
he plund^ed the subjects of his government, 
that in the course of a year he returned to 
Rome, sinking under the wealth which he had 
wrung from the unfortunate Numidians. An 
effort was made to bring him to an account for ' 
these extortions, but the fruits of his guilt 
enabled him to avert its punishment ; a bribe 
administered to Caesar was the spell which dis«- 

« '' Elle comprenoit la Lybie maritime^ la Numldie et 
la Mauritanie $ c*est-i-dtre toute la cote d*Afnqoe depuit 
Carthage jtisqu*^ Top^an.*' M. de Brossei, Vie 4e Sall^ste^ 
torn. iu. p. 36p. 

f There is something so meritorious in sormoontlag early 
frailties, that a manhood of virtue is even enhanced by a 
yonth of irregnlarity. Nekher the temperance nor the 
orthodoxy of St. Austin would have appeared to us half so 
admirable, if he had npt been in his youth both a Mani^ 
^sean and a profligate. 
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iolved the prasecution/ and Salltist wiLs left to 
ein|doy his affluent leisure in writing against 
hixury, peculation^ andbvaricb. 

With the wealth of the injured Africans he 
kid out those delicious gardens* which still 

« M. de Broaeet^ in his Life bf Sdhift, lu» deKribel 
tlwie gardens vory am^y and aocuntely. Hie kamed 
prendeni visited Italy in the year lyZQ, and has given 
aoch a lively aoooont of his txavels> that we cannol 
help wishing he had written mare in this style^ and had 
left all the learned hunber of his SaUust to German pro- 
fessors and Scotch docton of laws. The foUttwiQg is his 
account ^f the site of these gardens : '' Us comprenoient 
i ce ^'il semble« tout ce grand espaoe qui se tnmv^ en« 
fenn6 entre les mnrs da Rome^ la nie de la p6rte Collino 
(via Salaria)| la roe qui va des quatre fontaines on de hi 
foite Pie josqa'A Tangle de St. Snaanne (via Nonientana)« 
ol de U, snivant en ligne dioite le long des jardins de 
Barberini> et k txavers les Jardins de Lodovisio^ jnsqa'aox 
murs de lUme, ou pea en de^ de la parte Pinciaae> i 
Tangle de Tancienne rue. CoUatine. Get espace qui 00016** 
Doit aatielbis la maisoo, les jardins et le march^ de Sal* 
lnste> le temple et le cirque de V6ous Eiycine on Sallusti* 
«one« ks petits temples de la Lune et de Cloirioas> les raes 
de Mamuria et d^ la Grenada (malum Punicua) et mtee 
pent-te^ una partie de la place execraUo (campus Scele* 
ntOB), oik Ton enterroit vivos les vestales coupables, est au« 
jouQtdhui occupy par divers terreins incultes, par les eglltes 
de M:l>. d^k Victoire^ de Sainte Suzanne et de St. Nicola^ 
^ 'fUeotin^ par la roe Salaria^ par les vestiges d'an ancieu 
or^^ noinnai6 mil*i*propoS/ dans quelqaes cartes mv- 

a3 
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frbrications; and Cassius Severus has dkssed 
them among the failures of genius with the 
verses of Cicero and the prose of Virgil. The 
authenticity of these harangues is certainly 
too questionable to admit of their exciting 
such a lively d^ee of interest as might alone 
for the interruption which they cause in th6 
narrative; and even the dramatic allusion that 
should he preserved is destroyed by the uni* 
formity of the historian*s style^ which confers on 
the roughs uneducated Marius an array of 
language as dense and artificial as it gives to the 
polished and eloquent Caesar* Without^ how* 
ever, entering into the minuteness of criticism^ 
or pausing upon any of those heretical opinions 
which we have mentioned, we may consider 
ourselves orthodox in looking to Sallust as om 
of the purest models of historical composition ; 
as a writer, whose style, though formed on the 
study of the Greeks, is peculiarly his own and 
original both in its faults and its perfeptions, 
))eing often affected yet always vigorous, and 
sometimes too brief yet never obscure. The 
precepts of virtue too with which he has en* 
riched his works are truly philosophical aqd most 
admirably inculcated;' and we have onfy to 
tegret, while we read apd admire them^ thidi 
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theie flowers of moral eloquence are not native 
to the h^rt of hurt who utters them ; but, lil^e 
Virgirs branch of gold upon the gloomy tree 
in the diades, are a kind of bright excrescence^ 
*' c|UQd non aoa aeminat arbor/' 
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CATILINE'S CONSPIRACy. 

To tnaintain the dignity of human nature ia 
the true ambition of man ; and to that end it 
becomes the duty of all, who aspire to distinguish 
themselves from the race of inferior animals^ ta 
exert thetr most strenuous efforts, lest they pasa 
their days ip siknoe, like the herds of the fields 
formed by nature prone to the earth, and go* 
vemed altogether by the incitements of appe* 
tite. Man is composed of mind and body, and 
in the exercise of both consists the eneigy of his 
nature. The mind is the directing principle ; 
the body Is subservient. The former we puli- 
dpate with the gods; the latter we hold ia 
common wkh the brute creation. Hence the 
&me acquired by our intellectual powers hat 
ever appeared to me the truest glory, far superior 
to all that can be achieved by mere corporeal 
vigour ; and since the life which we enjoy i$ 
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frail and transitory, it should be the endeavour 
of every man to extend his fame, and leave a 
lasting memorial of his existence. For what are 
all the advantages of wealth, and all the graoes 
of form and feature? mere precarious gifts, 
that soon fade and moulder away. It is virtue, 
and virtue only, that ennobles the human cha- 
racter, and lives in the memory of after-times. 

But a just estimate of our mental and bodily 
faculties was not easily made. Which of them 
was most conducive to the success of military 
operations, was in former times a question much 
^tated^ and long undecided. It is evident, 
however, that before the undertaking of a 
warlike enterprise, judgment is required to con- 
cert and plan the necessary measures ; vigour in 
the execution is equally necessary. The powers 
of man, in their separate functions feeble and 
ineffectual, demand each other's aid, and flourish 
by mutual assistance. 

And yet we aee that in the commencement of 
royalty (for by that title the first rulers of the 
world were dignified) the several kings proceeded 
by different exertions ; some choosing to cultivate 
their mental fik^ulties, while others relied on 
bodily vigour. But in that period men led a 
blameless life ; each individual enjoyed his own, 
and with that was satisfied. In process of time. 
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when Cyrus in Asia^ and the Spartans and 
Athenians in Greece^ b^n to extend their con<^ 
quests over cities and nations ; when the lust of 
dominion was a sufficient motive for the desola- 
tion of war^ and the acquisition of territory 
swelled the conqueror's pride ; then at length 
the dangers of the field and the intricacy of 
negotiations made it evident that the head^ and 
not the sword^ is the great engine of war- 
Were the same attention paid to the af&'rs of 
civil government ; if kings and leaders of armies 
were as willing to display their genius in the 
calm seasons of peace^ the rights of men would 
rest on a surer foundation^ and the world would 
no longer be a scene of war and wild commotion. 
Dominion obtained by the powers of genius^ 
may be supported by the same arts. But when, 
in the place of industry, moderation, and justice, 
sFoth, ambition, and inordinate desires suooeed, 
the manners of a whole people change with 
thdr condition ; and the government is trans- 
ferred from the hands of incqxicity, tQ the man 
of superior genius. 

The labours of man, whether he choose to 
cultivate the land, to explore the ocean, or to 
ndse the lofty dome, agriculture, navigation, 
architecture, and all the arts of life, o(we their 
success to the ftculties c^ the mind ; and yet 
B 2 
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we see in the mass of life numbers addicted to 
sloth and the gratifications of appetite ; men un- 
educated and uninformed, who have passed their 
time like incurious travellers, of whom it may 
be said, the organs of bodify sensation were their 
delight, and their minds were no better than a 
burden. The life and death of a!l of that de- 
scription, I rank in the same degree ; they pass 
away, and leave no trace behind them. He only, 
according to my way of thinking, can be said 
to live, and to answer the «ids of his being, 
who drtTOtes his time to Some worthy employ- 
ment, and cither distinguishes himself by ho- 
nourable deeds, or seeks the feme of excellence 
in st)me liberal art. 

ftut the business of human Kfe presents a 
Ttarrety of employments ; an^ nature, by a secret 
bias, invites the industry of man to diiFerent 
scenes of action. To serve the commonwealth 
by patriot toil and vigour, is the highest glory ; 
eloquence in the same cause deserves its rank of 
praise. A name may become great and eminent 
in peace, as well as war. . The men wIk) have 
performed, and the historians who have recorded 
generofus actions, have been everheld in esteem, 
tt is true, the feme of htm, who Writes, can 
never equal that of him, \vho acts ; but still to 
cempose the Wsloiy of great transactiotis, has 
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«V€r afipeared to me an arduous undertakin|; : 
firsts because the style must be proportioned 
to the subject^ and^ dgain> because the re- 
flections gf the historian are in danger of bein^ 
misbon^trued^ If he censures what is wron^^ 
his objections are si^posed to spring from envy 
and malevolence: if he describes a great and 
aplendid virtue, and sets forth the glory jof ho- 
nourable deedS; every man in that x^ase makes 
himself the ^ndard by which he jtidgea; 
what he &ncies within the reach of his owm 
powers, he is willing to believe, aad all beyond 
that compass he r^ects as fictiop. 

As to myself^ I must acknowledge^ that in 
my younger d^p I fidt, like many others, ft 
strong desire to enter on the career of civil 
employment, but many obstacles occurred to 
retard me in my pro^-ess. Instead of modesty, 
$elf-denial, and virtue, I saw boldness, cor- 
ruption, and rapacity, around me. A mindt 
like mine, as yet unpractised in wrong, w^ 
disgusted of course by this general depravity; 
but still entangled in the vices of the -times, and 
youi^ and ambitious, I was hurried away by 
the torrent ; and, though my heart condemned 
the mcMsls of those around me, X felt aU the 
iwneaq)inng ioipatienbe; and the^love of fame, 
with its sure attendant envy, haunted and dis- 
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tnrbedme. At lengthy however^ when^ after va^ 
nous oonfliots^ I escaped from all the dangers of 
my situation^ and my spirits were restored to 
peace and tranquillity^ I resolved to pass the 
rest of my life at a distance from the stage of 
public business*: but, in that retreat, it was by 
no means my intention to let the hours of leisure 
run to waste in listless indolence. I was not 
willing to pass my days in agriculture, hunting, 
or such degrading pursuits. On the contrary, 
recurring to those early studies, from which 
vain ambition had seduced me, I formed a 
resolution to compose a narrative of Roman 
afBurs, selecting for that^ purpose such events 
as seemed worthy of the^ notice of posterity ; 
a task, in which I was the more willing to en- 
gage, as I could then bring to theJivork a mind 
uninfluenced by hope or fear, andiperfectiy free 
from party connexions. I shall therefore, with 
the sjtrictest regard to truth, and with all possible 
brevity, relate the conspiracy of Catiline ; this 
event appearing to me to rank amoAg the most^ 
niemorable and interesting, whether we consider 
its singular atrocity or the novelty of the dan- 
gers which it menaced. -Before, however, I enter 
upon my narrative, it \^'ill be proper to give 
some account of the manners and character of 
the man. 

* See Note A^ at the end of Cicero's Qratioiis, 
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Lucius Catiline was the descendant of an 
illustrious family. The extraordinary vigour of 
hts body was equalled by that of his mind ; but 
his genius was fatally bent on mischief. Intestine 
discord, murder and massacre, plunder and 
civil wars, were the delight of his youth ; and 
in those scenes of commotion he exercised his 
eariiest talents. His frame of body was such 
that he could endure hunger, cold, and watdi- 
ing, with a patience altogether incredible. His 
qnrit was bold and daring ; his genius subtle 
and various. Perfect in the arts of simulation 
and dissimulation x greedy after the property of 
others, and prodigal of his own, whatever he 
desired, he desired with ardour. Possessed of 
sufficient eloquence, his portion of wisdom was 
hut small. Fond of the vast, the immoderate, 
the incredible, his spirit aimed at projects far 
beyond his powers *. 

Such being the temper of the man, it is no 
wonder, ^that, having before his ^es the late 
example of SyDa's usurpation, he formed a design 
to make himself paster of th^ commonwealth. 
The measures by which he pursued his object 
gave him 119 solicitude : to be the tyrant of his 
country by any ineans, was his ardent passion. 
Hi# mind^ naturally fierce and impetuous^ was 

* See Note B. 
B 4 
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rendered still more so by the ruin of his for* 
times, and the goading reproaches of a guilty 
conscience; evils, which the crimes of every 
day augmented. The general depravity of the 
times was a further incentive: he saw the 
people corrupt and profligate, hurried on in a 
Iviid career of luxury and avarice, vices which 
differ in their nature, but agree in the misery of 
•th^^ir consequences. 
* And here, since I have had occasion to 
tnetition the manhers of the a^, if I go bsA 
for a moment to review the practice of our 
ancestors, the digression, I trust, will not be 
deemed improper: it will serve to shew the 
spirit of the Roman government in war and 
peace ; the system of civil and military instittt^ 
tiohs ; the arts by which our ancestors founded 
the commonwealth, and carried it to the highest 
grandeur. We shall at the same time see by 
what fatal steps the government declined, till it 
fell from the noblest height into its present depth 
of degeneracy, and from the best arid most 
flourishing slate has now become the most weak 
^nd fla^tious. 

The city of Rome, as we colledt from history, 
was founded and governed by the Trpjins, who 
under the conduct of Mneas saved themselves 
from the destruction of their country, and 
V^andered for some time from place to place iq 
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quest of a settled habitation. They were socxa 
joined by the Aborigines^ or natives of Italy; a 
race of men, who ran wild in the woods^ and 
lived without any form of govemment, anchedoed 
by lawB) free> and indqpendent. The two natioiiB 
agreed to coalesce : united within the same walls^ 
it is wonderful how sooi^ they became one un- 
distingimhcKl people, notwithstanding the diver- 
sity of their origin, their language/ and their 
manners. Ther'new state went on increasiiig 
ki population, extending its territory, and form^ 
ing wholesome regulations, insomudi that it 
began to assume the appearanoe of an opvlent 
and flourishing colony. From that time, accord- 
ing to the usual course of human affinrs, their 
growing affluence provoked the jealousy of their 
neighbpars. Contentions ensued, and wars with 
different ptinces. The new settlav obtained 
little or no assistanoe from their allies, while the 
rest, struck with terror, kqpt akyof from the 
perils of war. The Romans^ in the mean time, 
n^ected nothing; intent <m their internal 
polity, smd conducting the war with v^ur, they 
planned their military operations with judgment; 
they executed with di^tch ; they animated one 
anodier; they gave battle to the enemy, and 
by their oourage were able to protect their 
liberty, their country, and their fellow-dtizen. 
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JIaving at length suiinounted all their difii* 
.colties^ and bj their valour delivered themsdves 
.fiom the calamities of war^ they resolved to 
:suocour their allies; and thus, by conferring 
rbenefits, not by receiving them^ they enlarged 
the circle of their friends. 

They established a r^ular form of govern- 
ment^ with the title of king. A select, num- 
ber of the wisest citizens^ men indeed im- 
:paired by years, but still retaining the vigour 
of the mind^ formed the great council of the 
staite. They were distinguished by the title of 
fathers; a name derived from their advanced 
age; or, perhaps, from their paternal care of 
the commonwealth. In process of time, when 
tlie royal dignity, which was at first intended 
to protect the liberty of the subject, and promote 
the interests of the commonwealth, b^an to 
degenerate into pride and despotism, the con- 
stitution underwent a change, and two magis- 
trates were appointed to supply the office of 
king for the term of a year only. The policy 
of the measure was, that a mere annual au- 
thority would not be sufficient to inflame the 
minds of men with pride and insolence. This 
was a period when every man stood forward in 
the sennce of his country, and when all who pos- 
. aessed talents, discovered and exerted them« In 
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despotic governments the able and the worthy 
are objects of more suspicion than the widced 
and insignificant ; nothing is so formidable to 
a tyrant as virtue. 

Now civil liberty being established at Rome, 
the rapid progress with which the state enlat]ged 
its territory is almost incredible. The love of 
glory pervaded every breast. Young men, 
as soon as they were of age to cany arms, 
betook themselves to toil and labour in the 
camp, and in that school acquired the military 
art. To have burnished arms, and weU-traioed 
horses, was their pride; loose women and 
convivial riots had no attraction. To soldiers so 
formed and exercised, no labour was fiitigutng ; 
no place was rugged or di£icult ; the face of die 
enemy struck no terror: their virtue towered 
above all obstructions. The struggle among 
themselves was fbr glory. Tb assault the foe, 
scale the walls, and to be seen, while they per- 
formed such deeds, was their ambition* in 
that consisted their riches ; that was their higheat 
glory; that, was their -true nobiKty. Covetoua 
of praise and lavish of money, they panted for 
glory, and were indifferent about riches; .a 
competence obtain^ with honour satisfied their 
wishes. I could here enumerate their militaiy 
exploits ; could mention places where they had 
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tldfeitod powerful armies with a v^ inferior 
fyx»^ and taken cities by assault which Nature 
hersdf had fortified ; but this recital would lead 
me too far from my original design. 

Itmay^ boivever^ be observed^ that in the 
course of human afllairs mudi is owing to chance 
ftnd the circumstetices of the times, Hsxipe it 
happens^ that the actions of men are often 
obsoired or aggrandised, as caprice inspires, 
§iot as truidi should dictate. For example, the 
toatiiaotioo^ of the Athenians were, it must be 
acknowledged, gr^ and noUe ; but surely 
they Ul ibort of Che splendour with which they 
«e t^ep^esented.. The fact is, Athens produced 
a moe of doqiient wrkerij whose genius gave 
Mch a lustre tt wl>at they related, that the 
£dm^<£ dieir coun^^en surpasses all the rest 
tif the worlds and the.virtae of ^ men who 
Jguied in those times, is aowseen in all the 
^soloara of doquence, Cfuried ,ky the writers 
4B highaii im^ginHtion oottldas|M«e. Xhe Romans 
ind iM»t those advantages : their ablest men were 
employed in action* They ^eaevcised the body 
« w«ll as the mind. To act, rather than speak, 
was the ambition of eminent men; and they 
performed whst others might praise, instead of 
{musing .what others had performed. . 

But even that rude, mienlightened age pro- 
duced a system of the best and wisest institu- 
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ticns *. Sound morals were estdiliafaed is the 
cky and the army. A spirit of union jpnerailed^ 
not a symptom of avarioe was seen ; Tirtne and 
justioe were secdred as much by good inclina^ 
tion as by the kws. Their strife^ liieir quaneis^ 
and their difierences were all oonfiAadtothe 
enemy ; with their fellow^tiaens they knew ib> 
dismiion ; to distingaish themsdves by su p er ior 
virtue^ was the enly atmggfe. i^gnifioent in 
their temples, they < were economists in their 
homes ; and their fideli^ in friendship wm pure 
and exemplary. Tlieir maxims for dieirown 
good and the welfare of the public were iisw 
and simple, namely, courage in war, and juB-« 
tice in peace. As a proof of what has been 
advanced, it may be observed, that in the 
most active campaign they had more frequent 
occasion to punish the soldiers who attacked 
the enemy without orders, or conthmed tiie 
battle after the signal for retreat, than the men 
who deserted their colours or fled from their 
post. In time of peace, their rule was to secure 
obedience by rewards rather than by puniA-* 
ments ; and when they received an injury, they 
chose rather to forgive, than to revenge. 

By this wise system the r^ublic rose to tiie 
highest pitch of grandeur ; great and c^ulent 
states were reduced to suljection; powerful 
* See Note C. 



14 8ALLU6T« 

kings were conquered; Carthage^ that formic 
dable rival, was laid in ruins i and Rome re- 
mained mistress by land and sea. It was then 
that fortune began to change the scene, and 
throw eveiy thing into confusion. The people 
who had before that time endured hardship and 
labour, peril and adversity, began to relax ; and 
to them repose and riches, the great objects of 
other nations, became a burdea that broke their 
q>irtt, and extinguished their virtue. A love 
of money, and a lust for power, took possession 
of every mind. These hateful passions were 
the source of innumerable evils. Good faith, 
integrity, and every nrtuous principle, gave 
way to avarice ; and in the room of moral 
honesty, pride, cruelty, and cx)ntempt of the 
gods succeeded. Corruption and venality were 
introduced; and every thing had its price. 
Such were the effects of avarice. Ambition 
was followed by an equal train of evils ; it 
taught men to be false and deceitful ; to think 
one thing, and to say another ; to make fcjend- 
ship or enmity a mere traffic for private advan- 
tage, and' to set the features to a semblance of 
virtue, while malignity lay lurking in the heart. 
But at first these vices sapped their way by slow 
degrees, and were oflen checked in their pro- 
gress ; but spreading at length like an epidemic 
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contagion^ morals and the liberal art9 went ta 
ruin ; and the government^ which was before a 
model of justice^ became the most profligate 
and oppressive. 

In ihis decline of all public virtue^ ambition^ 
and not avarice, wasr the passion that first pos- 
sessed the minds of men ; and this was natural. 
A^mbition is a vice that borders on the confines 
of virtue ; it implies a love of glory, of power, 
and pre-eminence ; and those are objects that 
glitter alike in the eyes of the man of honour, 
and the most unprincipled: but the former pur • 
sues them by fair and honourable means, while 
the latter, who finds within himself no resources 
of talent, depends altogether upon intrigue and 
fallacy for his success. Avarice, on the other 
hand, aims at an accumulation of riches ; a 
passion unknown to liberal minds. It may be 
called a compound of poisonous ingredients ; it 
has power to enervate the body, and debauch 
the beat understanding; always unbounded; 
never satisfied ; in plenty and in want equally 
craving and rapacious. 

At length, when Lucius Sylla had by force of 
arms restored the commonwealth (though unfor- 
tunately the issue of his enterprise did not pro- 
duce the consequences which his first intentions 
seemed to promise) ; in the confmotions that 
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followedi his soldiers^ flushed wkh conquc^st^ 
thought of nothing but plunder and depradation. 
Oneaspired to have a splendid mansion ; another^ 
to possess a landed estate : none were restrained 
within the bounds of moderation ; all gave a 
loose to their fury^ and committed the most 
violent outrages on their fellow^citizen^. There 
was still another source of corruption ; Sylla^ 
in order to allure to his interest the minds of the 
army whldi he commanded jln Ajsia, renounced 
^he military system of our forefather?, and al- 
lowed his soldiers to riot in luxury ; the con- 
sequence of whidi was, that the softness of 
those delightful regions, and^a life of indolence, 
made the men forget the discipline of their 
ancestors, and relaxed their native vigour. It 
was in Aisia that the Roman soldiers first began 
to yield to the seductions c^ wine and women ; 
to admire statues, pictures, and sculpture ; to 
seize them for .their own use in private houses and 
public buildings; to pillage the temples, and to lay 
iriolent h«nds on every thing-sacred and profane 
without distinction. When soldiers, thus inured 
to licentiousness, were flushed with victory, it 
cannot be matter of wonder that they left no- 
thing to the vanquished. A series of prosperity 
ia oflen too much even for the wisest and best 
disposed : that mm corrupted should make a 
4 
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'temperate use of their Yictcry eould not be 
expected. Riches became the epidemic passipn ; ' 
and where honours^ in^rial sway, and power^ 
followed in their train, virtue lost her in;fluence, 
poverty was deemed the meanest disgrace, and 
innocence was thoug:ht to be no better than a 
mark for malignity of heart. In this manned 
riches engendered luxury, avarice, and pride t 
und by those vices the Roman youth ware 
enslaved. Rapacity and profusion went OQ in« 
creasing ; regardless of their own property, and 
eager to seize that of their neighbours^ all 
rushed forward without shame or remorse, 
confounding every thing sacred and profane^ and 
•coming the restraint of moderation and justice. 
In order to form a just idea of ancient fruga-* 
lity and modem luxury, let us first consider the 
magnificence of our buildings, our superb man* 
sions and villas, in extent and grandeur resem-^ 
Wing large cities : it will then be matter of curio- 
sity to compare the temples raised by our ances- 
tors in honour of tl^ gods ; the simplicity that 
appears in those venerable structures, plainly 
shews that our forefathers, a religious race of men, 
considered piety as the ornament best befitting 
places of worship^ in the same manner as trae 
glory was, in their estimation, tlie proper decora- 
tion of their houses. To those principles ir^ 

c 
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must ascribe their conduct on the day of victory : 
they took nothing from the vanquished but the 
power of renewing hostilities. Is that the practice 
of the present times? Our victorious armies, 
with an abject spirit unworthy of soldiers, and 
with a ferocity that shocks humanity, plunder 
their allies, and rapaciously seize what the com^ 
manders of former times left even to their ene- 
mies. We seem to think, that to commit acts 
of oppression is the true iise of power. 

Need I mention, what to all but eye-witnesses 
would seem incredible? whole mountains levelled 
to the valley by the expense and labour of indi- 
viduals, and even the seas covered with magnifi- 
cent structures ! To such men riches seem to be 
a burden : what they might enjoy with credit 
and advantage to themselves, they seem in eager 
haste to squander away in idle ostentation. 

To these vices, that conspired against the 
commonwealth, many others may be added, such 
as prostitution, convivial debauchery, and all 
kinds of licentious pleasure. The men unsexed 
themselves, and the women made their persons 
venal. For the pleasures of the table, sea and 
land were ransacked; the regular returns of 
thirst and hunger were anticipated ; the hour of 
sleep was left to caprice and accident ; cold was 
a sensation not to be endured by delicate habits i 
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luxury was the business of life, and by that every, 
thing was governed. In this SQcne of general 
depravity, the extravagauce of youth exhausted 
whatever was left of their patriiponial stocky #n4. 
their necessities urged them on to the perpetra-r, 
tion of the most flagitious deeds. The mind, 
habituated to every vice, could not divest itself, 
of passions that had taken root, and, by consei- 
quence^ all were hiu'ricd down the stream of 
dissipation, eager to grasp whatever could ad- 
minister to inordinate and wild desires^ 

In so vast, so populous, and so corrupt «, 
city, which swarmed with hordes of the vile and 
profligate, Catiline had at his beck a band, 
of desperate men, who served as a body*guard. 
near his person. Whoever was thoroughly 
debauched, and rendered infamous by a long 
Qourse of adultery; whoever by his gluttony, by 
gaming, by his headlong passions, his lawless 
pleasures, and festival carousals, had ruined hjs 
fi)rtune j whoever was overwhelmed \yith debts, 
contracted to pay the forfeit of his criipes; the 
whole gang of parricides, satcrilegious wretches, 
convicts, or men whg liyedin fear of conviction, 
together with the peijurer and assassin, who 
were nourished with the blood of theirfellow- 
citizens -, and, in short, all who felt themselves 
distracted by their flagitious deeds, their poverty^ 
c 2 
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or the liorrors of consdeiUce ; all of this descrip-/ 
tiota lived with Catiline in JWendship and tfie 
closeist ifemiliarity. If it happened that a person 
of unblemished charactier was drawn into the 
TOrtex of Catiline and his crew, by the force of 
diity iritercourse, and the baits thrown out to 
eti^nare him, he soon became one of the same 
stamp, in nothing inferior to the test. 

To allure the youth of Rome to his party, waa 
Catiline's main design : in the early season of life 
the tender mind, he well knew, was susceptibte 
of the first impression, and consequently eksily 
ihoulded to his puiposes. He watched the tefmper 
of his pfrcMselytes, and studied their predomitwint 
p&ssions. He found conbubines for some, and 
fbr others horses and dogs. He spated neithfet 
his pul^e nor his honour, in order by any itjeans 
to increase the number of his followers. It has 
been said, and the story has gained credit, that 
the young men who frequented Catiline's house, 
prostituted their persons in vicJation of the laws 
of nature : but that was no more than a sugges- 
tion, a mere report, that sprung from various 
causes, and never rested on any solid proof. 

He himself, indeed, had been in his youth 
guilty of flagitious acts of lewdness; he de- 
flowered the daughter of an illustrious family, 
and dishonoured a vestal virgin ^ he committed 
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a number of nefarious crimes^ in viplation of ^Q 
laws human aQd divine. To fill the measure of 
h» gvilt, he became at last^violently enamourect 
pf Aureli« Orestilla^ a woman in whom no goo4 
gian saw any thing to praise ^o^% her beauty^ 
He had at that time hy hi9 first wi£s a sm 
gixmn up to maa> estate, and thatctrcum^tanw 
made OrestilU unwilling to consent to th4 
marriage. To remove the pbjectiop, Catilin« 
put his son to defith, and by that atrociouf 
^QSd, cleared bis house to make way for hi* 
impious nuptials. Of this story ng doubt can 
h» entertained. To me it seems the grand 
motive that incited him to the execution pf hi* 
dark design. A mind like his, guilty and self- 
i^ondemnod, at war with gods and men^ lay oq 
the lack of reflectioD> and knew no rest night or 
day. Hence his complexion pak and livid ; hta 
i^es of balefid hue ; his pace unequal, now 
alow and solemn, then humed and precipitate. 
tan idr, his mien, his physiognomy, plainly 
qx>ke his inward distraction. 

As to the young men, whom» as already men^ 
tioned, he had seduced to his interest, they wer^ 
afl trained in e course of vice, and ftshioned U^ 
his wiU and plossure. ' Some were taught to bear 
Mnp wilMis ; to forge tht signature to deeds ; 
^ vMattt all gcMod iaith; tp squander theb 
c 3 
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fortunes, and bid defiance to every dangCTr 
When by shaking off all sense of shame, they 
had completely blasted their characters, he found 
new work to exercise their talents, and urge 
them on to more daring steps in guilt* If there 
was ilo real cause to incite him to acts of violence, 
he chose in those moments, in order to discipline 
his troops, to make them lie in ambush, and 
without provocation murder innocent men* 
Without constant practice the hand of a ruffian 
might lose its cunning, or perhaps the better 
reason was, that the malignity of his nature 
would not allow him an interval to pause from 
guilt and horror. 

Such were the men on whom Catiline depended 
for support. He knew that they were all, no 
less than himself, overwhelmed by a load of debtr 
contracted in every quarter ; he saw, moreover, 
that Sylla*s soldiers had dissipated their ill-gotten 
wealth, and, in their present distress recollecting 
the sweets of plunder, wished for nothing so 
much as another civil war. Encouraged by these 
Considerations, he resolv^ to overturn the 
government, and make himself roaster of the 
commonwealth. The circumstances of the time 
fiivoared his design : tliere was no army in Italy; 
Pompey was waging war in distant dimea^; pro* 
found tranquillity prevailed in Italy and the pro- 
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vinces ; the senate had no object to excite thor 
vigilance^ and Catiline had sanguine hopes of 
obtaining the consular dignity. In this posture 
of affiurs he thought that no time ought to be 
lost. 

Accordingly, on the calends of June^ in the 
consulship of Lucius Caesar and Caius Figulus, 
he held a conference with his prindpal friends^ 
having first sounded each in a private parley. 
He exhorted some, he tempted others; he 
stated the vast resources in his power ; the on* 
prepared condition of the state, and the glorious 
consequences of a sudden revolution. Having 
explored the sentiments and disposition of all^ 
he called a meeting of such as he knew to be the 
most distressed and resolute. 

Among the conspirators who assembled on the 
occasion, there were several of senatorian rank ; 
namely, Publius Lentulus Sura, Publius Autro* 
nius, Lucius Cassius Longinus, Caius Ceth^gus, 
Publius and Servius Sylla (sons of Servius Sylla)| 
Lucius Vai^nteius, Quintus Annius^ Marcus 
Fortius Lesca, Lucius fiestia, and Quintus Cu« 
rius. Of the equestrian order, the persons that 
attended were, Marcus Fulvius Nobilior, Lucius 
Statilius, Publius Gabinius Capito, and Caius 
Cornelius. To these were united great numbers 
from the colonies and munidpal towns^ all mei| 
o 4 
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of treight and consequence in iheir diflerenf' 
parte of. the country. 

Besides the foregoing list, there were several of 
the le^ng men at Rome^ whd by dark and 
occult practices acted a part in the conspiracy. 
Hiey were not, indeed, pressed by want, or any 
kind of embarrassment in their affairs, but the 
hope df rising to power inflamed a spirit of 
ambition. At the same time, the major part 
of the Roman youth, and particularly those di 
patrician rank, wished well to Catiline's interest: 
though possessed of the means to support a life 
of splendour, and even of luxury, they preferred 
Aiture prospects to present co-tainty, and wished 
for war instead of peace. 

It was, moreover, reported at the time, and 
beKeved by many, that Marcus Licinius Crassus 
was not a stranger to the conspiracy. For this^ 
opinion two reasons were assigned; the first, 
becaisse Pompe^ was at Avt head of a great and 
powerful army, and Crassus, from motives of 
iU-wiil and hatred, would gladly see any mait^ 
rise on the ruins of his rival. Secondly, because^ 
if a revolution was brought about by Catiline, 
he had no doubt but he should b^ able to place 
himself at the head o( the conspirators. 

It is worthy of notice^ that, before this time, 
a plot of a similar nature had been formed by a 
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small number of malcontents under theausptcei 
of Catiline. The particulars of that conspiracy 
deserve a place in history, and shall be here re* 
lated with the strictest regard so truth. 

In the consulship of Lucius TuUus and Marcutf 
X^epidus^ Publius Autronius and Publius Syltei 
the two consuls elect, were accused and punished 
according to the laws against bribery and corrupt 
tion. In a short time after, Catiline, convicted 
of extortion, was declared incapable of being a 
candidate for the consulship, as it was not then 
in his power to offer himself within the time 
prescribed by law. In the wme juncture a- 
iierce and turbulent spirit discovered itself in the» 
person of Oneius Piso, a young man of patrician 
descent, bdd and enterprising, ruined in hi9 
fortune; and to the depravity of his nature 
pniting the pressure of his wants, he saw no 
remedy but tliat of raising convulsions in tlie 
ftate. With this man, on the nones of De« 
cember, Catiline and Autronius held a confer- 
ence, the result of which was, a resolution to 
murder the two consnls, Lucius Cotta and Lucius 
Torquatus, in the capitol, on the calends of 
Januaiy. Catiline and Autronius were to seize 
the ensigns of consular authority, ^d, thus 
Invested with power, to dispatdt Piso at the 
head of an army to hold both the Spains in 
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subjection. The design transpired, and was, 
by consequence, deferred to a further day. On 
the nones of February they determined to execute 
the intended massacre, and, not content with the 
death of the consuls, they devoted to destruction 
a great part of the senate. But at the time ap- 
pointed, it happened that Catiline gave the signal 
with too much precipitation, before a suiHcient 
number of his armed accomplices had invested 
the senate-house. By that rash act the plot was 
rendered abortive ; otherwise, on that day would 
have beai executed the most horrible catastrophe 
that ever disgraced the annals of Rome. 

The conspiracy having thus miscarried, Piso, 
notwithstanding, was soon after sent to the 
Nether Spain, in the character of quaestor, with 
the additional authority of propraetor. That 
commission was procured for him by the in- 
fluence of Crassus, who was eager to promote 
the enemy of Pompey. The senate readily 
concurred in the measure, willing to remove s^ 
dangerous citizen to a distant province, and, at 
the same time, conceiving that Piso might be 
made a bulwark of the constitution against the 
overgrown power of Pompey, who filled the 
minds of men with gloomy apprehensions of 
innovation and tyranny. 

Piso set. out to take upon him the govemmeot 
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of Spain; but on his march through theprovincea 
was assassinated by a party of Spaqish cavalry that 
followed in his train. The cause of this event 
cannot now be ascertained ; some ascribe it to 
the pride and arrogance of the man^ who ruled 
the unhappy natives with an iron rod ; others 
will have it that the assassins, heretofore the 
friends and partizans of Pompey, committed the 
murder by order of that commander. For thii 
suggestion there is undoubtedly some colour, it 
being a fact well known, that the people of Spaii^ 
had never been guilty of so foul a deed ; but, on 
the coutrary, had sliewn a mild and passive spirit 
under the worst oppressions of government. As 
to myself, I leave the question undecided. 
Enough has been said conoeming the first odn^ 
spiracy ; I now pass to the second. 

The conspirators, who have been already^ 
mentioned, being assembled in convention, 
Catiline, though he had tampered with them 
separately, thought it expedient to address them 
in a body, in order to inflame the minds of all 
with new ardour, and a spirit of union. For 
this purpose, he withdrew with the whole party 
to the most retired part of the house; and, 
after due precaution to exclude spies and in- 
formers, he delivered the following harangue : 

^^ If I had not abundant reason to rely witti 
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confidence on your fidelity and Undaunted va- 
lour, the opportunity that now presents itself 
would answer no useful end, and the prospect 
which we have of making a radical reform of th« 
state, would be vain and fruitless. For myself, 
W I thought I had now to do with weak and ab- 
ject spirits, I should remain inactive, unwilling 
to exchange a $afe and sure condition for the 
precarious prospect of future events- But I 
know you all ; I know your firmness, your un- 
shaken constancy in the worst of times. En- 
couraged by your fidelity and courage, I hav# 
planned a great, a glorious enterprise. Our 
hopes and fears are the same ; our interests are 
inta-woven with each other ; the same good or 
evil awaits us all. We stand or fall together. 
Our desires and aversions are the same ; we have 
but one will, that is our bond of union ; to 
think alike of *the commonwealth is the true 
source of lasting friendship. 

** The cause in which we are embarked has 
been explained to you all in separate confer^ 
ences. I bum with impatience to strike the 
finishing blow. The ardour that expands my 
bosom^ is kindled by your presence to a brighter 
flame ; but let me ask you, what must be our 
eondition^ if we have not the spirit to redress 
%ar pievances^ and vindicate the rights of men ^ 
a 
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What I desire to know^ is the true state of the 
commonwealth. A few imperious demagogues 
have seized all power into their own hands; 
to those usurpers, kings, princes, and tetrarchs; 
crouch in subgection ; they are tributary to out 
masters; foreign nations pay taxes to them; 
and as to us, wretched citizens ! in what light 
have we been considered ? The good, the vir- 
tuous, the noble, and ignoble, are all blended 
in one undistinguished mass; a mere Vulgar 
herd, without interest, without place or prefer*- 
ment; obliged, like slaves, to bend td Chose, 
who, if a thorough reform took place, and re^ 
stored the government to its true principles, 
would shrink and tremble before the majesty of 
the people. At present, every thing is engrossed 
"by a proud and insolent oligarchy ; power, riches, 
honours, are in the hands of the few, or scantilj^ 
dealt out among their creatures, at their will 
and pleasure. To us they have left nothing 
but disgrace^ contempt, and danger, the terror 
of prosecutions, and the pangs of griping por 
verty. How long, ye brave and gallant men 1 
how long will you endure these vile indignities ? 
Let us rouse at once ; or, if we must fall, let 
us fall nobly in one brave attempt, rather than 
pawl on to our graves, dragging a miserably 
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•xistenoe under the scourge of insolent nobles, 
to .die at last the victims of a lawless usurpation » 

** But the juncture is favourable : success, I 
•all men and gods to witness ! success and vie* 
tory are in our hands. We are in the vigour 
q{ life ; our minds are strong and active ;- while, 
on the other hand, our enemies, enervated by 
iloth and luxury, droop under their infirmities, 
and languish in decay. To begin the attack, is 
to conquer; events will direct and guide our 
future operations. 

" Is there a man, who feels the energy of his 
nature, who in these times can look tamely on^ 
and see the senators and the patrician order riot 
in such heaps of wealth, that they are able with 
wild profusion to cover the seas with magnifi- 
cent buildings, and anniliilate mountains, while 
we are left to pine in want and misery of heart? 
fehall the nobles build their splendid porticos for 
the purpose of making a comqiunic^tiop between 
two or more palaces ; and shall we in the mean 
time want a cottage for the reception of our 
household gods ? Behold your tyrants at an 
immense expense purchasing pictures, statues, 
vases curiously wrought in gold and silver ; see 
them with sudden caprice pulling down their 
new-built mansions, erecting others more mag- 
nifioent, arid in short, dissipating their riches 
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with lavish extravagance, and yet, with all thor 
folly, still unable to drain their coffers. And 
what is our case ? We have beggary at home, 
a load of debts abroad ; desolation before our 
^es, and not the smallest hope of relief to 
assuage our misery. In a word, the breath we 
draw is all that is left us. 
• " And shall we not in these circumstances rist 
B8 one man ? Behold, my friends, behold that 
liberty for which you long have panted ; behold 
ridies, honours, and immortal glory, all within 
your reach : they glitter before your eyes ; they 
call you forth to action. These arc the bright 
rewards which fortune has in store for valour* 
The situation of aflairs, the time, the &vourable 
juncture, the dangers that surround you, the 
hard hand of poverty thdt weighs you down, and 
the splendid spoils of war, that promise joy and 
affluence ; all these are now before you ; they 
are strong incentives, more powerful than all the 
arguments I can urge. Make your own use of 
me ; I am your general, if you will ; or if you 
choose it, your fellow-soldier. My heart is with 
you ; my powers of body and mind are devoted 
to your service. As matters stand at present, 
I am not without hopes of obtaining the con- 
sulship, and in that high office I propose^ in 
«pnjvu>ction v^th you^ to cQucert our futur^ 
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measures.. When I say this/ 1 rely on yoar 
generous ardour, persuaded that you are not eo 
abject as to pine in slavey, when you have it ill 
yonr power to be the l^slators of your oountiy .** 

This speech was addressed to the passions of 
men who groaned under every kind of distress, 
without any means of support, and wi^thout a 
gleam of hope to comfort them. To such minds 
a convulsion in the state was an inviting prospect, 
the bright reward of all their labours. The 
tnajority, however, desired to be informed upon 
what terms they were to embark in so bold an 
Enterprise ; what was to be the recompense of 
dieir fidelity ; what were their resources, and 
"where they were to look for friends to support 
their cause ? Catiline promised to cancel all their 
Sdebts, a proscription of the rich, the honoura 
<fi the magistracy, sacerdotal dignities, plunder^ 
n^ine, with all the usual perquisites of war, 
and whatever the insolence of victory could 
extort from the vanquished. 

He further added, thatPiso, who commanded 
in Spain, and Publius Sitius Nucerinus, who was 
at the head of the army in Mauritania, were both 
friends to the enterprise. He stated, as a further 
advantage, that Caius Antonius, a man involved 
in various difficulties, was a candidate for the 
consulship, and he wished for n#th]ng so much 
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as to have him for his colleague in that important 
office. With such a friend, as soon as he suc- 
ceeded in the election, it was his intention to 
throw off the mask, and carry his grand design 
into execution. 

He then proceeded to pour forth a torrent of 
invective against the best men in Rome; he 
mentioned his most zealous partisans by name, 
and expatiated in their praise; he addressed each 
individual ; to some he represented their urgent 
necessities ; he talked to others of their lewd 
intrigues and their voluptuous passions ; to the 
greater number he painted, in the deepest co^ 
lours, the distresses*that surrounded them, and 
the ruin that hung over their heads ready to crush 
them. Nor did he omit the consequences of 
Sylla's victory, with the plunder that enriched the 
soldiers. Perceiving at length, that by these and 
such-like topics he had inflamed the minds of 
all, he requested their support at the af^>roaching 
election of consuls, and dismissed the assembly. 

A report prevailed at that time, and was re- 
ceived by many, that Catiline, at the close of iiis 
harangue, proceeded to bind his accomplices by 
an oath of fidelity ; and, to give it the most 
solemn sanction, sent round the room bowls 
of human blood mixed with vwnc. When, after 
dreadful imprecations, all had swallowed the 

n 
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unnatural beverage, as if it was a libation used 
in religious sacrifices, he took the opportunity 
to open the secrets of his heart. He gave the 
assembly to understand, that by the ceremony he 
had introduced, his intention was to bind them 
to each other by the most sacred obligation, in 
the presence of numbers engaged in a great and 
glorious enterprise. It was thought, however, 
by men of reflection, that this anecdote, with 
many others of a similar nature, was invented 
by certain politicians, who imagined that they 
could throw the most odious colours on such of 
the conspirators as were afterwards put to death*, 
and by that artifice appease the resentment that 
blazed out against Cicero for the part he acted 
on that occasion. But a fact of that magnitude 
requires the strcHigest proofs and nojie has come 
to.my knowledge. 

Quintus Curius has been mentioned in the 
list of conspirators; a man of no mean extraction^ 
but ohargedwith a load of crimes, and on that 
account degraded by the censor from his sena- 
torian rank. To a bold, pragmatical, and auda- 
cious spirit, be united an equal mixture of 
firivolous vanity; hence that eternal loquacity 
that discovered all he knew. He was sure to 
reveal whatever he heard, and with the same 
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Indiscretion he betrayed himself, about his 
words and actions equally indifferent. 

This man had been for a considerable time 
ooonected in a criminal commerce with a woman 
of rank, of the name of Fulvia ; but his fortune 
being reduced, and, by consequence, his gene- 
rosity diminished, he began to find that his visits 
were received with cold reluctance. To restore 
himself to favour, he assumed a new style and 
manner* He addressed his mistress in magnifi- 
cent terms, and promised the wealth of the seas 
and mountains of gold. Me approached her at 
times with an air of ferocity, and to force her to 
his will threatened her life. In a word, forgetting 
his former manners, he behaved with a fierce and 
brutal insolence. The cause of this alteration was 
not long unknown to Fulvia ; she saw the com- 
monwealth in danger, and resolved not to con- 
ceal a secret of such importance. She thought 
fit, however, to suppress the qatne of the per- 
son from whom she gained-intelligence ; but the 
rest^ with all the particulars of Catiline's plot, 
she discovered to her acquaintance, in form and 
circumatance as the same reached her know- 
ledge. The alarm excited by this discovery 
made such an impression, that from that mO'^ 
ment numbers espoused the interest of Cicerp, 
declaring aloudi^ that of all the candidates he 
D 2 
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was most worthy of the consular dignity. Be- 
fore that juncture^ the patrician families heard 
of Cicero's pretensions with indignation. The 
honour of the highest office in the state, they 
said, would be impaired and tarnished, if a new 
man, however distinguished by extraordinary 
merits should be able to raise himself to that 
pre-eminence. But a storm was gathering, and 
pride and jealousy yielded to the occasion. 

The election soon after followed, and in a 
full assembly of the people Cicero and Antonius 
were declared consuls for the year. 

This event was a blow that staggered the con- 
spirators ; but Catiline, still fierce and determined, 
abated nothing from the violence of his temper. 
He continued his exertions ; he strained every 
nerve, and provided arms at proper stations 
throughout Italy. The money which he was able 
to raise by his own credit, or that of his friends, 
he conveyed to the city of Faesulae, to be there 
deposited in the hands of Manlius, the man who 
was afterwards the first that reared the standard 
of rebellion. 

Even in this situation of his affairs,. Catiline^ 
we are told, still had the address to gain over to 
his cause a number of proselytes, and among 
them several women, who in the prime of life 
had gained large sums of money by setting a 
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price on their beauty, but in more advanced 
years^ when the decline of their charms reduced 
their profits, but left their passion for luxury 
still in force, they continued to live in the same 
course, of unbounded expense, and consequently 
contracted a load of debt. By the arts of these 
women, Catiline flattered himself that he should 
be able to cause an insurrection of the slaves, 
and with their assistance he resolved to set fire 
to the city. He had still a further use to make 
of his female friends : by their influence he 
hoped to draw their husbands into the con- 
spiracy, or, if jthey refused to comply, he had 
no doubt but he could contrive to get them put 
to death. 

In the number of Catiline^s profligate women^ 
Sempronia^ a celebrated courtezan, claims parti- 
cular notice. The bold and masculine spirit with 
which she committed the most flagitious deeds^ 
had signalized her name. She was of a good 
extraction; distinguished by her form and beauty^ 
and liappy in her husband and her children. 
Well skilled in Greek and Roman literature^ 
she sung and danced with more elegance than 
the modesty of her sex required. She had 
besides^ many qf those nameless graces that 
serve to prompt desire. Virtue and honour were 
not worthy of her attention^ She was prodigal 
^ 3 
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of her money and reputation to such a degree, 
that which she regarded least you would not b^ 
able to say. She loved with such a rage, that, 
without waiting to be solicited, she invited the 
men to her embraces. Notorious for repeated 
violations of truth and plighted faith, she was 
known to forswear her debts, and by perjury 
to colour a breach of trust. It must be added, 
that her hands were not free from blood ; she was 
an accomplice in several murders; and, in short, 
her rage for the pleasures of life conspired with 
her distressed circumstances to make her a fit 
instrument in every scene of iniquity. With 
all these evil qualities, she was not destitute 
of genius : she had a pleasing vein of wit, and 
a turn for poetry. She sparkled in company, 
and by raillery and sprightly talents could enliven 
conversation. She had the art of passing with 
wonderful celerity from the most serious to the 
lightest topics, from a grave and modest strain 
to the gay, the airy, and the tender. In a 
word, vivacity and elegant accomplishments 
were hers in an eminent degree. 
' Though Catiline had thus prepared his mea- 
sures, he did not lose sight of the consulship. 
He declared himself a candidate for the following 
year, still conceiving, if he succeeded, that 
Antonius would be an instrument in his hand«» 
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Determined^ in the mean time, not to remain 
inactive^ he made it his business to lay snares 
for Cicero. The consul was never off his 
guard, but with consummate address was abfe 
to counteract the schemes of a wily adversary. 
He had no sooner entered on the consulship, 
than he took care to secure Fulvia in his interest, 
and through her he gained, by the force of 
promises, such an influence on Quintus Curing, 
who has been already mentioned, that the 
machinations of Catiline were discovered to him 
without delay. Besides this advantage, Cicero 
bad the precaution to detach Antonious from 
the conspiracy. He promised by his weight and 
management to procure for his colleague the 
administration of an opulent province ; and, by 
that prospect of preferment, engaged him to 
take no part with the enemies of the common;* 
wealth* la the mean time Cicero took care to 
have, without parade, a number of his friends 
and clients near at hand to protect his person. 

The day on which, according to custom, the 
consuls dect were declared, by the sufirage qf 
the people, Catiline had the mortification of 
seeing all his hopes utterly defeated. His varioi^s 
efibrts against the life of Cicero were likewise 
unsuccessful. In that distress, when all his secret 
madiinations ended in confusion and disgrace, h/e 
j> 4 
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resolved^ without further hesitation, to have 
recourse to open arms. For that purpose, he 
ordered Caiqs Manlius to his post at Fflesulae, to 
overawe that J)art of Etruria ; to the territory of 
Picenum he sent a man of the name of Septimius, 
a native of the city of C^mertes, and at the same 
time dispatched Caius Julius to gu^d ths passes 
of Apulia : several others were commissioned to 
seize the most advantageous ppsts in every quar- 
ter. He himself remained at Rome, exerting 
his utmost industry, and concerting plans of 
mischief. He was still envenomed against Cicero, 
and never ceased to lay snares for his life. He 
resolved to set f}re tp the pity, and in every 
quarter stationed a band of ^sassins. He went 
constantly armed, and exhorted his followers to 
|)oId themselves in readiness op the first alarm. 
He never rested day or night ; a stranger to 
repose, unsubdued by toil, and never fatigued 
by midnight vigils. 

Perceiving at length that all his labours were 
Still ineffectual, he directed Portius Laecca to 
call the chiefs of the conspiracy to a meisting in 
the dead of night. He there expostulated with 
his partisans, and after severe reproaches for 
their want of zeal, lie gaye them to understand^ 
that he had commissipned Manlius to take upon 
|iim the command of an ^rmed force, which w^s 
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already mustered; and that various other officers 
had been dispatched to proper stationa, with 
orders to begin the war* He added, that he 
wished for nothing so much as to put himself at 
the head of his army ; but Cicero by his counsels, 
his activity and vigilance, continued to frustrate 
all his measures. To cut off the consul was, 
therefore, a point of the greatest moment. 

The assembly remained mute, and covered 
with consternation, when Caius Cornelius, a 
Koman knight, offered to bear the murderer^a 
poniard; and Lucius Vargunteius, a senator, 
declared himself ready to join in the same 
horrible design. They resolved that very night 
to collect a band of ruffians, and at the dawn 
of day, under pretence of paying an early visit, 
to proceed to the consul's house, and dispatch 
him on the spot, unguarded and unsuspecting. 
Curius took the alarm ; he shuddered at the 
danger that threatened Cioero^s life, and dis- 
covered the plot to Fulvia, who took care to 
give immediate intelligence to the consul. The 
assassins kept their appointed hour, but gsuned 
no admitt^ce ; their design proved abortive. 

Manlius, in the mean time, exerted himself 
with his utmost vigour to reuse an insurrection in 
Etruria. The people in that par^ of the countty 
were ripe for a revolt ; extreme poverty, «nd the 
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sense of injuries under Sylla^s usurpation^ exstepe* 
rated the public mind ; the wretched inhabitants 
had been deprived of their lands, and plundered 
of their property ; resentment fostered in every 
breast, and all were loud for a revolution. The 
country abounded with freebooters, and all of 
* that description the rebel chief collected in a 
body. At the same tinie he made it his business 
to enlist the soldiers whom Sylla had planted in 
different cdonles ; a licentious crew, who had 
dissipated the spoils of war in riotous expense, 
and were now reduced to extreme poverty. 

Cicero was regularly informed of all that 
passed, but found himself much embarrassed by 
the magnitude of the danger: apprehending 
that it would not be in his power to traverse the 
machinations of the conspirators by his own 
private diligence, and not being sufficiently 
apprized of the numbers and designs of Manlius, 
he resolved to open the whole affiur to the senate. 
Public report had spread a general alarm, but 
the particulars were not sufficiently known. 

7be senate, as was usual in cases, of urgent 
necessity, ordained by a decree, " That the 
consuls should take care that the state suffered 
no detriment.** By this law, which was founded 
on ancient policy, and the institutions of our 
ano^tprs^ the consul were, invested with ex^ 
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tracKtlinary powers. They were authorized to 
niise new levies, and lead the armies of the 
rq)ublic to the field ; by coercion to restrain the 
citizens of Rome and the allies, within due 
bounds ; and to exercise supreme jurisdiction at 
home as well as in the camp. When no such 
act has passed, the consular authority is limited 
♦by law. The acts of power above-mentioned 
were never known to be exercised, unless sanc- 
tioned by a declaratory law. 

In the course of a few days after the decree of 
the fathers^ Lucius Senius^ a member of the 
senate, produced in that assembly a letter^ 
which he said was brought to him from the city 
pf Faesulae, importing that Manlius, about the 
^xth of the calends of November, had taken 
the field at the head of a numerous army. The 
account was swelled, as is usual on such occa« 
aions, with a number of prodigies and reports 
from various quarters ; with an account of con- 
veptions held in different places; that lai^e 
quantities of arms were provided ; and that a 
servile war was ready to break out in Capua and 
Apulia. 

The senate ordered by a decree, that Quintos 
Marcius Rqi should proceed to Fsesula^, and 
Quintus Metellus Creticus to Apulia, in order 
|o secure those parts of the country. Hiosp 
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two generals had been for some time waiting on 
the outside of the city walls, in expectation of a 
triumphal entry, but that honour was withheld* 
from them by the contrivance of artful men, 
whose practice it was on all occasions, just or 
unjust, to put every thing up to sale. By the 
same decree of the senate, the prastor, Quintus 
Pompeius, and Quintus Metellus Celer, were 
ordered to repair to their posts ; the former to 
command at Capua, the latter at Picenum. 
Both had it in commission to levy forces with 
aO the expedition that the times required. 

The senate, at the same time, passed another 
decree, ** by which rewards were promised to 
whoever should give information touching the 
conspinicy : if a slave, he was to have his free^ 
dom^ and one hundred thousand sisterces ; if a 
freeman, double that sum, and a full indemnity.'* 
It was further ordered, that whole &milies of 
ghdiators should be stationed at Capua and other 
municipal towns, in proportion to the strength 
and importance of the places. Rome was 
guarded by a night-watch placed at convenient 
posts throughout the city, under the command 
of the inferior magistrates. 

These preparations spread a general alarm 
through the city. The face of things was en^ 
tirely changed. To scenes of joy and festivity. 
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the consequence of a long peace^ dismay and 
terror succeeded. Hurry, bustle, and distraction^ 
were seen in every quarter ; no place was safe ; 
distrust prevailed ; no confidence among neigh- 
bours ; a medley of peace and war prevailed ; all 
were covered with confusion, and each individual 
formed his idea of the danger according to his 
doubts and fears. The panic that seized the 
women was still more alarming. They had till 
then lived secure under a great and flouridung 
empire, and now the horror of an approachti^ 
war threw them into consternation. In despair 
they raised their hands to Heaven ; they wept 
over their infiint children ; th^ ran w3d through 
the streets inquiring for news ; they trembled at 
every report ; they forgot their taste for pleasuie, 
their pride and luxuiy, anxious only for their 
own lives, and the safety of their country. 

Meanwhile Catiline abated nothing from the 
ferocity of his nature ; he persisted in his daik 
designs, still meditating scenes of destruction. 
The vigorous measures of the senate were not 
sufficient to control a mind li|ce his. He even 
knew that he was impeached by Lucius Paulus 
for an offence against the Plautian law, and he 
still remained unshaken and undaunted. At 
length, in order to varnish his character, and 
throw a veil over his traitorous intentions, he had 
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the hardiness to take his seat in the senate. It 
was on that occasion tfiat the consul^ Marcus 
TuUius Cicero, apprehending, perhaps, some 
dangerous consequence from the presence of 
such a man, or else fired with indignation at the 
audacity of a detected traitor, delivered that 
noble oration, which he afterwards reduced to 
writing, and published to the world. 

As soon as Cicero closed his speech, Catiline, 
who went prepared with all his arts of dissimula- 
tion, rose with a modest and dejected air, and 
in a softened tone implored the fathers not to 
give credit to false suggestions against a man 
descended from an illustrious family. Following 
the example of his ancestors, he said that on 
many occasions he had deserved well of the 
commonwealth ; and from his early youth had 
so regulated his conduct, as to entitle himself to 
fair and honourable expectations. Was it pro- 
bable that he, of an illustrious patrician rank, 
could, wish to see the government overturned ? 
or that Cicero, a new man, lately transplanted 
from a municipal town, could have the interest 
of the state more at heart than himself? He 
went on in a strain of bitter invective against the 
consul, when . he was interrupted by a general 
clamour. The fathers with one voice pro- 
nounced him an enemy to his country, a traitor^ 
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and a parricide. By this treatment dtillne was 
transported beyond all bounds: he broke out 
with rage and fury, and ** Since/* he said, ** I 
am thus encompassed by my enemies, and by 
this outrage driven to the last extremity, the 
flame which I find kindled round me, shall be 
extinguished in the general ruin.** 

Having uttered that furious menace, he rushed 
out of the senate, and retired to his own house. 
He then fell into deep reflection ; he saw that 
Cicero was not to be assailed by stratagem, and 
that the midnight guards prevented his intended 
cbnfliagration. In the agitation of his mind, he 
judged that the best step he could take, would 
be to augment his army, and, before the legions 
could be called into the field, to anticipate the 
measures of his enemies. Having formed this 
resolution, he set out in the dead of the night 
with a few attendants, and made the best of his 
way to the Manlian camp. He lefl directions 
with Lentulus, Cethegus, and such «of his ac- 
complices as he knew to be men of prompt and 
daring resolution, to strengthen their faction by 
ev^y method in their power ; if possible, to 
cut off the consul; and hold themselves in 
leadiness to lay a scene of blood and massacre, 
to kindle a general conflagration, and involve 
the commonwealth in all the horrors of a de- 
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structive War. They might rely up6n his firffi^ 
ness, and in a short time would find him at the 
gates of Rome with a powerful army. 

During these transactions at Rome, Caius 
^^nlius sent a deputation to Quintus Marcrus 
BeXy with instructions to the following effect : 

** We take this opportunity^ general, to 
inform you, and we call gods and men to witness 
for us ! that our motive for taking up arms is 
neither to injure our country, nor to involve 
othersinthecalamitiesofwar. To shield ourselves 
firom oppression is all we have in view« Indigent 
and distressed as we are, our country has driven 
us forth like outcasts, ail undone and ruined in 
our fortunes by the hard hand of inhuman 
usurers. The protection of the laws which our 
ancestors enjoyed^ has been refused to xxst at 
present the man who surrenders his all^ is not 
allowed the privilege of personal liberty. The 
ui^relenting temper of our insatiable creditors^ 
and the harsh decisions of the praetor, have 
reduced us to the lowest depth of sordid misery. 
In ancient times the humanity of government 
was extended to the distresses of the people ; 
and, within our own memory, the pressure of 
debts was so great, that, with the consent of 
all good men, the creditor was obliged to receive 
a composition in full of his demands. We 
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leam from history^ that the Roman pedplcf^ in 
order to curb the overbearing spirit of the 
magistrates^ and to be governed by theTr own 
laws, seceded in open revolt from the authority 
of the senate. 

<< Our enterprise has no such objeet in view; 
we have neither ambition nor avarice, the two 
grand sprioags of human actions, the constant 
cause of all the strife, and all the wars that 
disturb the worlds We demand a reform of 
the laws ; we stand for the rights of mani and 
equal liberty; that liberty, which no good man 
will resign but with life itself. We conjure 
you and the senate to take our case into con- 
aideration ;. we claim the protection of the laws^ 
wRich the prsstorian tribunab have wrested from 
us. Deliver us from the sad necessity, in 
which the brave and honest will only think how 
they may sell their lives at the dearest rate, and 
in their fall secure a great and just revenge.*' 

Quintus Marcius returned an answer in a 
calm, laconic style: he told them, '^ if they 
expected any fieivour from the senate, they must 
lay down their arms, and proceed to Rome^ 
there to present their petition in a suppliant 
style. They then would find, that humanity 
and moderation were the attributes of the Ci- 
thers, and tbe people of Rome, insomuch, that 
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of all who sued to them for protection^ no one 
ever sued in vain.*' 

Catiline^ wha was at that time on his march 
to the camp^ sent dispatches to several men of 
consular rank, and to others distii^ished by 
tfadr worth and honour* The substance of his 
letters was, that '^ being unjustly charged with 
constructive crimes, and unable to cc^ with 
a powerful Action, he yielded to the impending 
storm, and chose a voluntary exile at Mar^ 
seittes* A strained and fabricated treason waa 
laid to his diarge; but, though he waa oon^ 
scious of his innocence, he chose that retreat^ 
that he might not, by a public contest with his 
enemies, be the unhappy cause of tumult and 
seditious insurrections*'^ 

It happened, however, that Qnintus Catulos 
was able to produce a letter, which he averred 
to have been sent to him by Catiline. The 
tenour of it was viTy different from what has 
teeen stated. Catulus read it to the fathers. 
The following is an authentic copy : « 

Lucius Catiline to ^intus Catulus, greetings 

*^ The firm and constant friendship which I 
have experienced from you on many trying oc- 
casions^ and which I must ev^r remember witb 
gratitude, eno^uragt^s me to address you in the 
4 
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present juncture. It is not my intention to 
trouble you with a defenoe of the part I aoi 
now to act: omsdous of no guitt, I will not 
waste the time in an unnecessary proof of my 
innocence ; a fair state of the (acts wiU be snf-* 
fident) and I have no doubt but you will be 
convinced of the truth. 

** Oppressed by my enemies, and pursued by 
inveterate calumny; not suffisred to reap the 
fruit of my labours and unwearied industry ; 
wndy moreover, deprived of the advantages and 
faononrs annexed to my rank. ; I was aatundly 
led upon ^hk, as upon other occaiuons, to stand 
forth in the cause of my fellow-citiaens. The 
debts which I have incurred must not be 
ceckoned among the motives that direct my 
conduct. I have effects and possessions sufficient 
to answer all the obligations contracted on my 
own account; and as to the engagements in 
which I am bound for others, Aurelia Orestilla 
is wiUii^, with her own and her daughter*s 
fortunes, to discharge all demands. 

^^ Would you know the motive that rouses 
me to action ? I saw men of no consideration 
rising to honours, while I was proscribed, dis- 
grmxdf, and rejected, for unjust and groundless 
au^idons. In order, therefore, to preserve the 
poor xematna of honour which my enemies have 
X 2 
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left me, I resolved to pursue such measures a9 
my present situation will justify. 

^^ I could add more on this subject; but I 
learn this very moment, that violent measures 
are to be pursued against me. I recommend 
Orestilla to your protection : I leave her in your 
care. Shield her from oppression; I conjure 
you by the tender regard you have for your own 
children. Farewell." 

Having dispatched this letter, Catiline passed 
a few days with Caius Flaminius in the territory 
of Keat6, and during that time distributed arms 
to' the insurgents whom he had allured to his 
party. From that place he proceeded with the 
forces^ and all the pomp of a consular general, to 
join Manlius in his camp. ,^^ 

That step being Known at Rome, the senate 
declared Catiline and Manlius public enemies, 
and by a decree promised a free pardon to such 
of the rebels as were not condemned for capital 
crimes, provided they laid down their arms 
within a time limited. Power was also given to 
the consuls to muster new levies ; Antonius had 
orders to proceed at the head of his army in 
quest of Catiline, and the good order of the city 
was committed to the vigilance of Cicero. 

We are now at the point of time when the 
commonwealth was reduced to the mo^t humi- 
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Ikting condition. She had carried her victorious 
arma from the rising to the setting sun: the city 
of Rome flourished in peace and affluence^ the 
two great comforts of hunlan life ; and yet^ in 
that very period^ she harboured in her bosom a 
crew of desperate incendiaries ; men deter- 
mined with fatal obstinacy to overwhelm them- 
selves and their country in one promiscuous ruin. 
It is worthy of notice^ that afler two decrees^ 
one offering a reward to inibnners^ and the other 
a free pardon to such as revolted^ not a man was 
found to make a discovery, nor was there a 
single deserter from the enemy. Such was the 
malignity of the timc^ ; it spread like a conta- 
^on, and envenomed the minds of men against 
their country. 

Nor was this dangerous spirit confined to the 
conspirators and their accomplices ; it pervaded 
the lower class of citizens ; and th/e rabble^ with 
their usual levity^ wished for a convulsion in the 
state. Nor is this to be received as matter of 
wonder: it is natural to men who have no means 
of subsistence, to view the opulent with an eye 
of envy ; lavish of their encomiums on the leaders 
of faction, they traduce the good and worthy with 
envenom^ rancour ; they hate the established 
system, and pant for innovation; they are weary 
of their own condition, and hope to find relief ia 

B 3 
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the distractions of their country » Tumult and se- 
dition are to such men the season of plenty, and^ 
in all events, poverty has nothing at stake. 

There were, besides, various causes that con- 
spired in that juncture to inflame the popular 
discontent. In the first plage, all who had sig- 
nalized themselves by their crimes ; who by pro- 
fusion had dissipated their substance ;,who wem 
forced by their enormities to fly their country ; 
^nd, in short, all the loose and abandoned, 
crowded in one general conflux to the city of 
Rome, as to the centre of corruption^ To these 
.were added the whole tribe that remembered 
Sylla^s victory, and could name tfie common 
soldiers who rose to the dignity of senators, with 
a list of others who acquired immoderate riches, 
and lived in all the splendour of royal magnifi-* 
pence. All these were ready to take up arms, 
expecting to enrich themselves with the plunder 
of a civil war. 

Besides these pests of society, there ^vas at 
Rome a number of young men, who had been 
used in the country to earn a livelihood by their 
daily labour, but being attracted to the city by 
the frequency of public and private largesses, 
they preferred an idle life to the unproiitable la- 
bours of the field. These, and all of their 
stamp, hoped to find th^ir account in public 
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Gommotions* That men like these^ reduced to 
indigence, and void of morals^ yet flushed with 
hopes of a reform in the aenate^ should make 
the interest of the state subsenrient to their own 
private views, was a natural consequence. 

There was stiU another party, composed of 
those whojse fathers had been ruined by Sylla's 
proscriptions, and lost the rights of citizens. 
Their descendants hoped to find in the calami- 
ties of war a redress of grievuices, and wished 
for nothing so much as an opportunity to asseit 
their rights. 

The city, moreover, was divided into factions, 
and they who did not take part with the senate^ 
omdd not bear to see their country in a more 
flourishing condition than themselves. Dissen- 
sions between the populace and die senate had 
been the old inveterate canker of the common- 
wealth, subdued, indeed, for a considerable 
time ; but, after an interval of many years, re« 
vived with all the violence of former rancour. 

The renewal of this mischief may be traced to 
the consulship of Pofnpey and Crassus. Under 
thdr administration, the tribunes of the people 
recovered their ancient rights, and all the poweta 
annexed to their ofKce. That magistracy, in a 
short time, fell to the lot of young men of fierce 
and turbulent dispositions, who b^gan to distuib 
E 4 
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the proceedings of the senate^ and by their con- 
tentions to inflame the people against the con^ 
stiti(|:ed authoiity of the state. To strengthen 
(heir influence, they distributed largesses with 
unbounded generosity, and by adding liberal 
promises, seduced the multitude into a league 
^inst the constitution. The tribunes were 
^ate with success^ they triumphed over all op^ 
position, and were the first men in the state. 
Th^ nobles exerted themselves to stem the tor<>» 
l^t, with pretended zeal for the dignity of the 
senate, but in fact to promote their own gran- 
deur. The truth is, the men who in those times 
appeared on the stage of public business, had 
the address to gloss their designs with specious 
colours, soiiie pretending to be the friends of 
^he people ; others to maintain the rights of the 
senate. The public good was the ostensible 
motive of every faction, while ambition and the 
love of poiyer were th? secret springs that set 
the whole in motion. The contention between 
(he parties was carried on with animosity ; jus- 
tice and moderatioji were discarded, and the side 
that occasionally prev^led, exulted with all the 
pride and insolence of victory. 

At Jength, whenPompey was sent to command 
.against the Pyrates, and afterwards to conduct 
the Mithridatic war, the popular party was, no 
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longer able to make head i^gainst the nobles. 
The reins of goveroment weifeiaeised by a few 
leading meni who engrossed the honours of the 
magistracy^ the admhudtration of provinces^ and 
preferment c«f every kind. Superior to their 
fellow-citizens, and above control, they lived 
kk splendoiir aqd security, by the terror of pro* 
secutions restraining all who presumed to tdce a 
part in public business, and, by consequence, 
leaving the people without a kaderk In process 
of time, when the scene of attrs was changed, 
and men began to think a revolution not im- 
practicable, the old dissension broke out with 
redoubled violence. The discontents of the po* 
pulace rose to; such a pitch, that if Catiline 
giuned theiirsi victory^ or even left the fortune 
of the day undecided, the commonwealth would 
have been reduc^ to the brink of danger. The 
war would have oontinued with alternate vidssU 
tudes, without sL deci$ive blow to end the con- 
flict, till both sjd^» enfeebled and exhausted by 
repeated losses, would have ^en an easy prey 
to some ambitious chief who stood prepared in 
such a crisis to usurp the supreme power, to the 
utter ruin of public liberty. 

Tbere^ were numbers in the city of Rome, who 
£at some time stood aloof from the conspiracy, 
Ifut 1^ l9st threw aside the mask, when they saw 
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the standard of rebellion actually raised^ and 
went over to GMbne. Among these wa6 Aulus 
Fulvius^ the son of a senator. He was taken on 
Ids way to the camp^ and oonv^ed back to 
Some, where he sufiered death by order of hts 
frther. 

LeutuluSi in the mean time, attaitive to the 
instructions left by Catiline, made it his busi- 
ness, either by his own management, or the ad- 
dress of his agents, to engage in his faction all 
who by. their dissolute life, or the ruin of their 
affairs, were fit to be employed in the grand un- 
dertaking. The citizens of Rome were not the 
^nly objects of his choice. He enlisted foreigners 
of every nation, whom he found capable of car- 
rying arms. With this view, he employed a 
man of the name of Publius Umbranus to tam- 
per with the deputies from the state of the Al* 
lobrogians, and, if possible, to draw them into 
a league with Catiline. In this negotiation he 
had no doubt of success, whai he considered 
that the Allobrc^an state was encumbered with 
a vast load of public debt, and that the inhabits 
ants groaned under the same distress. The 
turbulent and warlike genius of the people, 
which resembled the rest of Gaitl, he judged 
would be an additional motive to make the am- 
bassadors enter into the plot. Umbranus had 
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toteo a trader in Gaul^ and in the course of his 
transactions had become acquainted with the 
principal men in various parts of that nation, and 
therefore^ without hesitation, undertook the 
business. He met the Allobrogians in the fO' 
rum, and immediately entered into conversation. 
He inquired about the situation of their affiurs, 
and seeming to be much affected by their mis- 
fortunes, desired to know what prospect they . 
had of an end of all their difficulties. The de^ 
puties stated their sufierings under the magis* 
trates sent to govern them, and, in bitterness 
of heart, accused the senate of bdng deaf to 
their remonstrances. They had no hopes of 
relief. Deaths they said, and death only, could 
end their misery^ Umbranus made answer, 
'/ If yoQ find a spirit within you, and are de- 
termined to act Uke men, I can shew you th^ 
way to redress your grievances."* Roused by 
those animating words, the Allobrogians soli* 
cited the friendship of Umbranus, declaring that 
there was no enterprise so bold and arduous, 
that they were not ready to undertake, pro- 
vided it tended to deliver their country fix>m 
the pressure of its debts. Umbranus led them 
to the house of Decius Brutus, who at that time 
was absent from Rome. The place was every" 
way fit for a dark transaction: it bordered on 
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the forum, and Sempronia^ who was privy ^o 
the conspiracy, took care to accommodate her 
friends with an apartment proper for so deep a 
consultation. To give importance to the solem- 
nity of the meeting, Umbranus palled in the 
assistance of Gabinius, and in his presence laid 
open the secrets of the plot. He mentioned 
the principal conspirators by name, an J, to ani- 
mate the deputies, added a number of others, 
all of eminent rank, but no way implicated in 
the business. The deputies promised their a&- 
^stance, and Umbranus adjourned the meeting. 

The Allobrogians retired td their lodgings, 
and there began to waver. Having weighed all 
circumstances, they were in doubt what part to 
act. They felt the oppression of their debts ; 
with the spirit of their pountry they were fond 
of war, ^nd the advantages of victory dazzled 
their imaginations. On the other hand, they 
jsaw superior strength on the side of the senate, 
a regular plan of well-concerted councils, and 
in the place of deceitful promises, a bright and 
certain recompense. They oontinqed for some 
time fluctuating between hope and fear, when 
the good genius of the commonwealth gained 
the ascendant. They applied to Quintus Fabius 
Sanga, the patron of their country, and gave 
him a detail of all that came to their knowledge. 
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The whole was communicated to Cicero. That 
minister directed the deputies to act the part of 
men firm and ardent in the cause of rebellion. 
He desired that they might hold frequent inter- 
views with the conspirators^ and^ by amusing 
them with a show of zeal, gain their confidence ; 
and^ by that artifice, obtain full proof against 
them all. 

During these transactions, violent commo* 
tions broke out in the Nether and Ulterior Gaul, 
and likewise in the territory of Ficenum, iu 
Bruttium, and Apulia. The agents whom Ca- 
tiline had sent into those parts, conducted them- 
selves with headlong violence, and like frantic 
men threw every thing into confusion. They 
held nocturnal meetings ; they ordered arms to 
be distributed, and by hurry and constant bustle 
spread a general alarm, when, in fact, there 
was no real danger. The praetor, Quintus 
Metellus Celer, seized a number of the most 
active incendiaries, wd loaded them with irons. 
The same step was taken by Caius Mura&na, 
who commanded in Cisalpine Gaul^ in the ch^* 
racter of lieutenant-general. 

Meanwhile Lentulus, in conjunction with the 
chiefs that remained at Rome, concluding that 
the party was in sufficient force, came to a re- 
solution, that, as soon as Catiline entered the 
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teriitoiy of Faesulaa at the head of his army, 
Lucius Bestia^ one of the tribunes^ should caH 
an assembly of the people, and after declaiming 
with virulence against Cicero, should arraign 
that most excellent consul as the author and sole 
cause of an unprovoked and dangerous war. 
This invective was to be a ^gnal to the conspi* 
rators^ as soon as night came on, to begin their 
work, and execute what had been committed to 
their charge. 

The parts in this horrible tragedy were cast u 
follows : Statilius and Qabinius, with a crew af 
their accomplices, were to set fire to the city in 
twelve convenient quarters. In the hurry of a 
general conflagration, they concluded that it 
would not be difficvlt to reach the consul with 
an assassin's dagger, with many others of rank, 
who were devoted to destruction. The attack 
on Cicero's house was committed to Cethegus : 
he was to force an entrance, and imbrue his 
hands in the blood of the consul. Others m 
different parts of the city were to add to the 
horrors of the scene. There was besides a num- 
ber of young men, the sons of illustrious fami^ 
lies, who had it in charge to tarn parricides, and 
cut the throats of their fathers. The incen- 
diaries,' as soon as they carried fire and sword 
through all quarters of the dty^ were to rush 
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forth at ODoe, and rally round the standard in 
^Catiline's camp* 

While these measures were in agitation, Ce- 
thegns ahewed the most violent impatience. 
He complained that he was embarked with men 
who gave no proofs of zeal and ardour in the 
cause. By thm cold ^delay, he said, the best 
opportunities were lost. In a daring enterprise 
the surest way is to act, and not linger in de^ 
bate. For his part, he was ready, at the head 
of a few brave and gallant men, to unsheath the 
sword, and make the senate*house a theatre of 
blood. Cethegus was by nature fierce and de* 
termined ; a bold and active hand in the hoyr 
of danger. Dispatch, and not deliberation, was 
his &vonrite measure. 

In this state of affairs, the Allobrogians> aa 
directed by Cicero, contrived, through the ma- 
nagement of Gabinius, to have an interview with 
the duefs of the conspiracy. At that meeting, 
Lentulus, Cethegus, Statilius, and Cassius beifl^ 
present, the deputies demanded a solemn obli- 
gation, under the sanction of an oath, duly 
agned and sealed, that they might carry it 
with them as an authentic document to thdr 
native dty. Without such a deed, they said it 
would not be in their power to engage their 
c ount r ym en in a project of that importance. 
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The three conspirators ifirst mentioned above, 
having no suspicion of a snare, agreed to the 
proposals. Cassius thought it sufficient to as- 
sure the Gallic agents, that in a short tim^ he 
diould be present in person among their coun- 
trymen ; and in feet he departed from RcHne 
while the deputies still remiuned. Lentulus 
thought it of moment that the treaty with the Al- 
lobrogians should be ratified by new obligations 
between them and Catiline, and, with that in- 
tent, he appointed Titus Vulturcius, a man 
born at Crotona, to accompany the Allobrogian 
deputies to the nebel army. By the same mes- 
senger he sent a letter to Catiline, of which 
the following is a copy : 

*' You will learn from the bearer, who it is 
that now writes to you. Remember the danger 
you have incurred,^ and never forget what is 
worthy of a man. Neglect nothing that the 
crisis of your afiairs demands ; avail yourself of 
all that can be enlisted, and do not reject the 
assistance of the meanest.'* 

With this letter he sent a verbal message, the 
.substance of which was, that since Catiline was 
declared a public enemy, there could be no good 
reas<m for not causing an insurrection of the 
slaves. All things, he added, were in readiness 
at Rome, according to Catiline's own directions, 
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and it would now behove him to urge on by 
rapid marches to the walls of Rome. 

Matters being thus arranged^ and the night 
fixed for the departure of the Allobrogian de- 
puties^ Cicero, to whom they had imparted 
every circumstance, ordered the praetors, Lu-' 
cius Valerius Flaccus, and Caius Pomptinus, to 
place themselves in ambush near the Milvian 
bridge, in order to seize the whole party. He 
explained to the two praetors the nature and 
cause of their commission, and left them to act 
as exigencies might require. In conformity to 
those orders, a military guard, without noise or 
parade, invested the bridge. As soon as the 
AUobrogians, with Volturdus, their guide, ar- 
rived at the place, a shout was set up on both 
sides. The Gallic agents, aware of the scheme, 
surrendered to the praetors without hesitation. 
Volturcius stood on his defence, exhorting his 
followers, and for some time determined to cut 
his way sword in hand ; but perceiving himself 
deserted by his party, he endeavoured to make 
terms with Pomptinus/ to whom he was well 
known ; but finding that his supplications had 
no effect, and thinking his life in danger, he 
surrendered at discretion. 

Intelligenee was immediately conveyed to Q- 
ceroi The consul heard the detail with trans- 
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ports of joy> but a joy oojngled with anxiety. 
To see the conspiracy detected with the clearest 
evififipo^^ and the cooHnoDweaUh r^cued from 
destiri^tioPo wais undoubtedly flatter of triumtpb ; 
but. bow, to proceed against s<^ many of the first 
oniipencej, who b^ proved themfii^lv^e tn^itors to 
tjbeir couij^ry, wasa consideratioifi big with doubt 
Bfld pei^plexi^y. If he acted \fi^ all th<9 rigow 
du^ to^ such atrocious crin;ke$^ h^ plai^y $aw a. 
Siborm of t|ie bitterest res^atimerit alr^y gar- 
thering over hia l^fsad \ ^nd^ on tb^ other ban4» 
abpuld. guilt of that i^agnitude be tr^ted with 
lei^il^^ ii^ i^re( on his part oothing short of con-^ 
niving at; tb^B public ruin. Having weighed all 
cir^ui99|tanc^$^ b^ summoned, up his resolujkion^ 
2Maid, ordered l^tulus^ Cethegus^.Statilius, and 
Gkibinitts^ to be brough.t before him. At Uie 
same time he sent for Cepariue of Terrajcina, 
whp was preparing to set out with intent to 
r^ise sfli insurrection of the slaves in Apulia. 
The four who had been ^rst inei^oned^ ap-^. 
peared withoi^t delay, bv^t it t^ppened that Ce* 
parius was noti to be Ipund at his . own hou^i, 
Jfi his w^}k he heard that tine coQSfuracy waa 
brought to light, and thereupon ip^ his esq^pe.^ 
Lentulus being at that tipoe invested with the 
character of jH^tor^.Qcerp took him by the 
hand, 9r^ w^Uced with bw to U»e Temple of 
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Gbncord, where he had convened the senate. 
The other conspirators were conducted under a 
strong guard. A full meeting of the Fisthers 
bang assembled^ the consul ordered Voltufctup 
and the Allobrogians to be called in. Flaocoij 
the prsBtor, attended with the pediet of letters 
which had been delivered to htm at the Mihrian 
bridge. 

Volturehis was interrogated coneeming his 
mtended journey, the papers in his possession^ 
the nature of bis undertaJdng^ and the motivea 
on* which he acted. His answers were evasive. 
Ife endeavoured^ under various pretences, to 
cloak his design^ disclaiming all knowledge pf 
the conspiracy. Being told, tSiat under the 
sanction of the public fiiith he might speak with 
impunity, he gave an account of tiie whole, in 
regular order, exacdy as things happened. It 
was, he said, but a few days since he was ap- 
prised of the conspiracy : Gabinius and Cepa- 
rius were the men that seduced him : he knew 
no more of the genera! plan than the Allobro^ 
gian ^feputies, except, one particular circum- 
stance : he had been frequently told by Gabinius, 
tiiat Piiblitts Autronius, Servius Sylla, and Lu- 
dusVai^nteius, wfth a number of others, were 
involved in the same guilt. 

Th^ Gallic deputies confirmed the evidence of 
p 2 
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Volturcius. . Lentulus pleaded ignorance of the 
whole^ but his letters were evidence against him ; 
and by the testimony of the lanibassadors it ap- 
peared^ £ha!t in common discourse his constant 
topic was. a prediction of the Sibylline books, 
*' by which the sovereignty of Rome was pro- 
mised to three of the name of Cornelius ; that 
the prophecy was verified in the persons of 
Cinna and Sylln, and now remained to be 
fulfilled in himself, the third predestined master 
of Rome.** It was moreover proved, that Len- 
tulus wa^ in the habit of boastings f^ that the 
current year was the twentieth from the burn- 
ing of the capitol, and, according to the pre- 
diction of soothsayers and augurs, would be re- 
markable for a disastrous civil war." 

The letters already mentioned were produced, 
and,, the several seals being acknowledged by the 
prisoners, were read to the senate. The Fathers 
ordered by a decree, that Lentulus should ab- 
dicate his office of praetor, and thereupon that 
he and his associates should be detained in the 
custody of persons appointed for the purpose. 
Lentulus was consigned to the care of Publiua 
Lentulus Spinther, one of the sediles ; Cethegus 
was committed to Quintus Cornificius ; Statilius 
to Caius Caesar ; Gabinius to Marcus Crassus ; 
and Ceparius, who had been taten on the road 
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and brought back to Rome, to the custody of 
Cneius TerentiQS, of senatorian rank. 

The whole of this scene of iniquity being thus 
fully laid open, the common people, who with 
their usual loye of innovation had till that 
time pampered their hopes of a civil war, began 
to act with different sentiments. They talked 
of Catiline and his black design with execration ; 
they extolled Cicero to the skies ; they con- 
sidered their own case as an escape from the 
tyranny of a desperate faction; they celebrated 
the glorious event with unbounded demonstra-* 
tions of joy. According to their way of rea* 
soning, a war of civil dissension would afford 
the sweets of plunder^ but would not end in 
public ruin; but a general conflagration was 
horrible in its nature, barbarous in the project, 
and utterly destructive to themselves, who had 
nothing but their common utensils, and the 
clothes on their backs. 

/On the following day one Lucius Tarquinius 
was led to the bar of the senate. This man was 
apprehended on his way to Catiline's army, and 
brought in custody to Rome. He offered to 
make important discoveries^ if he might speak 
with safety under the promise of a public par- 
don. Being satisfied on this ix)int by the con- 
sul^ he gave an account in effect the same as 
F 3 
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Volturcuis had done^ stating the intended fire 
of the city^ the massacre of the worthiest citi- 
Mns^ and the route by which the rebels were to 
advance to Rome. He added^ that '^ he was 
dispatdied by Crassus to inform Catiline, that, 
BO &r from being discouraged by the imprison* 
tneiit of Lentulus and Cethegus, with the other 
OonspiraUM^, he ought to expedite his march 
towards Rome, in order to revive the courage 
of his party, and rescue his friends from con- 
finement." 

As soon as the informer mentioned the name 
of Crassus, a man of the first consideration in 
the state, distinguished by his illustrious birth, 
his vast ridies, and his power and influence, a 
murmur of disapprobation was heard from all 
quarters of the senate. Numbers pronounced 
the charge altogether incredible ; others were 
of opinion that it was not destitute of founda- 
tion, but that in such a crisis it would be more 
|>rudent to temporize, than to provoke the re- 
sentment of a great and powerful citizen. The 
majority of the Fathers had their private reasons 
for taking part with Crassus : they were under 
pecuniary obligations, and did not hesitate to 
pronounce the charge a false and malicious ca* 
lumny. Upon that point they desired that the 
question might be put. Cicero collected th9 
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▼oioes, and the Fathers decreed uwmhnousfy^ 
that '' the iitforniation was false andjgroimd^ 
less, and dwt l\u^ihiiis skottM stand coinnitt^ 
ted^ never to be heaid a^aim, vnlessiiefirst dia^ 
covered the person by whose procureihekit tie 
had&bricated so vile % &1sehood/* 

There was at that time a current opinioti, that 
Publius Autronius was the author of the charge^ 
under an idea that Crassus, finding himself in- 
jdicated in the piot^ would be a shield Co protect 
the rest of the conspirators. * 

Others would have it^ that Gioero sitbonied 
the witness^ apprehending that Crassus migfat 
be induced, according to his custom^ to under- 
take the defence of pernicious dtieens. Bjr in^ 
vohring him in the general guilt, it was sup- 
posed that his voice would be silenced. Sinob 
that time, Crassus has averred in my hearing, 
that he was indebted to Cicero for that dark in>» 
putation. 

It must be acknowledged, that Quintus Ca- 
tulus and Caius Ptso were not able by their 
weight and influence, by e;itrcaty, or any other 
inducement, to prevail on Gcero to suffer a 
doud of suspicion to be thrown on Julius Caesar 
by the Allobrogians, or any other witness. Those 
two great men were, in that juncture, the avowed 
enemies of CsBsar ; the former, because on his 
r 4 
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rekwm from Cisalpine Gaul, in a prosecution 
carried on against him for being corrupted by a 
bribe to pass judgment of death upon a native 
of the country beyond the Po, Caesar took a 
decided part in that affair, and obtained judg- 
ment against him. The mind of Catulus was 
embittered by his disappointment when he stood 
candidate for the ofRce of high pontiff. Caesar 
opposed his election ; and that so young a man 
should enter into competitions, and be able to 
defeat an ancient citizen in the evening .of his 
days, when he had almost closed the career of 
public honours, was a reflection that inflamed 
him with resentment. Their time for framing 
an accusation against Caesar was not ill chosen : 
CaDsar, by private liberality, and a profusion of 
largesses, had contracted an immense load of 
debt, and by that circumstance gave his enemies 
a &ir opportunity. 

Cicero, however, refused to enter into their 
designs ; but still Piso and Catulus, though they 
found their solicitations ineffectual, persisted in 
their malevolent purpose. They caballed with 
individuals, framing from their own invention 
the foulest imputations, and, to give them co- 
lour, pretending that they had all their intelli- 
gence from Volturcius and the AUobrogians. By 
these artifices they excited the popular odium^ 
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and made Caesar so obnoxious, that a band of 
Roman knights, who had ranged themselves 
under arms to guard the avenues of the Temple 
of Concord, drew their swords, and brandished 
them in a menacing manner, as Caesar went 
forth from the senate. By this act of violence 
the knights declared their detestation of the con* 
spiracy, or, perhaps, acted with a nobler motive, 
to announce their ardour in. the cause of their 
country. 1 

The Fathers, finding ample reason to be satis* 
fied with the testimony of the Allobrogians and 
Volturcius, proceeded to consider of the recom* 
pense due to them for their services. In the 
mean time, the freedmen and clients of Lentulus 
were busy in various parts of the city, with a 
design to collect a party of slaves and labour* 
ing men, in order to rescue their patron out of 
custody. Others went about the streets in quest 
of certain seditious declaimers, on all occasions 
ready incendiaries for hire, and consequently 
well practised in the arts of raising popular tu- 
mults. Cethegus also had his emissaries, who 
endeavoured to stir up his domestic slaves and 
freedmen, an abandoned crew, ever ready for 
any desperate mischief. They were to proceed 
in a body, and sword in hand set their master at 
liberty. 
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Theoomul, informed of all that was in ag^ta^ 
tioti^ disposed his guards at proper stations, as 
'the exigence seemed to require^ and without 
delay convened the senate. To that assembly he 
opened the case of the prisoners. They had 
been all adjudged traitors and public enemies ; 
he now moved for a decree, to determine finally 
what ought to be done with men in their situa- 
tion. The question being put, Decius Junius 
Silanus, at that time consul elect, was the first 
in order to deliver his opinion. His advice was, 
that not only those in actual custody, but also 
Limus Cassias, Publius Furios, Publius Urn- 
lirtnos^ and Quintus Annius, as soon as taken, 
riiould all be condemned to suffer death. Ju- 
lius Csssar opposed that proposition: his speedi 
an the occasion made such an impression on St* 
bnuS) that his resolution failed, and he Wfmt 
Over to the opinion of Tiberius Nero, who was 
for strengthening the guard, and adjourning the 
debate for fiirther consideration. Caesar in his 
turn, when called upon by the consul^ spoke in 
effect as follows : 

<^ In all debates, conscript Fathers, when the 
matter under deliberation is in its nature doubt- 
ful^ it is the duty of every senator to bring to 
the question a mind free trom animosity and 
friendship; from anger and compassion. When 



CATILIKE*ft COHSPIBACT. 76 

liidse emotions prevail^ the oiufarMmding it 
douded^ and truth is scarcely perceived, lb iie 
paasionate and jDst at the same tinie^ is not in 
the power of man. Reason^ when oiibiasMd^ 
and left to act with freedom, answorsall oar 
purposes: when passion gains the asceadant^ 
reason is fatigued, and judgment Jands no as« 
aistance« 

^^ Were it necesaaiy , conscript Fathera, to eita 
emmpies from history, of kings and nations 
hurried away by resentment or commisemtion) 
an ample field lies before me: but I dboose ralhar 
to call to mind the conduct of our anceston^ 
who, in various instances, acted a dispasttonata 
part, and resolved with wisdom. 
• ** In the Macedonian war, which was oanied 
on against king PerB^, the city of RhodeSj 
which had grown under the protection of Rome, 
and was at that time rich and powerful, a6ted 
towirds us with perfidy and ingratitude. But 
at the close of the war, when the conduct of tiie 
jRhodians was taken into consideration, our an- 
cestors, unwilling to have it said that they had 
wa^ed a war of avarice, and not with a nobler 
motive to vindicate their rights, generously 
granted an amnesty to that misguided people* 
Again, in all our Punic wars, though the Car» 
fthaginians, in the season of profound pesce, and. 
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at other times, during a suspension of arins^ had 
liieen guilty of the most violent breach of the 
laws of nations^ our ancestors, though many op« 
portunities offered, scorned to act with n spirit 
of retaliation. They considered what was wor- 
thy of the Roman name, not the vengeance due 
to a barbarous enemy. 

** In the case now before us, let it be our wis- 
dom, conscript Fathers, not to suffer the crimes 
of Lentulus and his accomplices to hurry you 
beyond the bounds of moderation. Indignation 
may operate on your minds, but a due sense 
of your own dignity, I trust, will preponderate. 
My opinion is this : if you know of any pains 
and penalties adequate to the guilt of the con- 
spirators, pronounce your judgment ; I have no 
objection. If you think death a sufficient pu- 
nishment, I concur with Silanus: but if the 
guilt of the prisoners exceeds all forms of vin- 
dictive jbstice, we should rest contented with 
the laws known to the constitution. 

** The senators who have gone before me, ex- 
hausted the colours of rhetoric, and in a pathe- 
tic style have painted forth the miseries of their 
country. They have displayed the horrors of 
war, and the wretch^ condition of the van- 
quished ; the young of both sexes suffering vio- 
lation ; children torn from the mother's arms ; 
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¥irtuou$ matrons Exposed to the brutal passions 
of the conqueror ; the houses of citizens, and 
the tempks of the gods, pillaged without dis- 
tinction ; the city made a theatre of blood and 
horror ; in a word, desolation and maasacre in 
every quarter. 

'< But why, immortal gods I why aU that waste 

of eloquence ? Was it to inflame our passions ? 

to kindle indignation ? to excite a detestatioa 

of rebellion ? If the guilt of these men ta liot of 

itself sufficient to fire ua with ftesentoietiti is it 

)n the power of words to do it ? I answer, No t 

resentment is implanted in our hearts hy the 

hand of nature ; every man is sensible of in* 

jury and oppression ; many are apt to fed too 

intensely. But we know, conscript Eatfaen^ 

that resentment does not operate alike in all the 

•ranks of life : he who dwells in obscurity, may 

commit an act of violence, but the consequence 

is confined to a small circle. The £ime of the 

offender, like his fortune, makes no noise in the 

world. It is otherwise with those who figure 

in exalted stations; the eyes of mankind are 

upon them ; and the wrong they do is consi* 

dered as an abuse of power. Moderation is 

the virtue of superior rank. In that pre-4»u« 

lienoe no ^fology is aUowed for the injustice 

Ihat proceeds from partiality, from anger, aver'^' 
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Mm^ ov naimoMty. The injury oonumtted in 
the lower cbeses of life, i$ called the imptdee of 
Mdden passion ; in the higgler statioiis> it taken 
the>rnfne of pride and cruelty. 

'^^ i »» willing^ oonscript Fathers^ to admit 
that the keenest torments are in no {»t>portiOn 
to the guilt of the conspirators. Birt let it be 
fmnembcred, that in ail cases of punishment, it 
i»tke catastrophe tiiafemakes^ the deepest im* 
presston ort the mindii of. the people. Is the 
crkninat treated- imth severity? his crimes are 
kffgotXaa^ andl his sufferings become the general 
topicr« What ha&been proposed to yon by De* 
dus Silanua^ sprung, I am pe^suadisd^ from his 
patriot zisi ; I know the character of the men ; 
integrity aqd hcMiour are the principles that di-** 
KOt'biSi conduct. Neither partiality, nor pri- 
Tate resentment, can govern his opinion. But 
wiiBlt he baa proposed^ appears to me, I will not 
aay ovadty (for in the case of such malefactors^ 
what can be cruel ?) but I am free to dedare^ 
Aatit is contraiy to^the laws established by our 
ancestors. 

^ But let me ask you, Silanus, had your fears 
fonAepuUic no infln^nGe on yourjudgmenti 
or* was it the enormity of the crime that roused 
your iitdigaationi? Our fears may now subside t 
tbeiQgibmoe of a« great and; enlightened cpnsid 
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has provided against eveiy danger : the guards^ 
properly stationed by his orders, afford us ample 
security. 

'' With regard to capital punishmenty it is a 
truth well knowni that^to the man who Uvea 
in distress and anguish of hearty death ia not 
an evil ; it ifr a release from pain and miaery ; 
it puts an end to the calamities of Ufe ; and 
after the dissolution of the body, all ia peace ; 
neither care nor joy can Am intrude. But tell 
me, Silanus, in the name of the immortal gods^ 
I ask you ! wiiy did you not add, that,, befoie 
the mortal atroke, the prisoners should stAr 
pain and torment under the scourge of the exe* 
cutioner? Those penalties, you will aay, are 
forbidden by the Porcian law : and have we. 
not laws, in express terms declarii^, that dM 
life of a Roman citizen shall remain inviolable, 
wd that banishment is the only sentence tiiat 
ean be enforced ? Shall it be said that the 
Iictor*s rod is worse than death ^ be it so ; and 
what can be too severe in the case of men con<« 
victed of the most horrible crimes ? If, on the- 
other hand^ stripes and lashes are the slightest 
punidmient, with what colour of reason are we 
to respect a prohibitory law on a point of na* 
importance, and yet violate it in a matter of the 
greatest moment ? 3 
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*^ It may be said, who will object to a decree 
against the enemies of their country ? The an- 
swer is obvious : time may engender discon- 
tent ; a future day may condemn the proceed- 
ing ; unf(M-eseen events, and even chance, that 
with wild caprice perplexes human affairs, may 
give us reason to repent. The punishment of 
traitors, however severe, cannot be more than 
their flagitious deeds deserve ; but 'it behoves 
us, conscript Fathers, to weigh Well the conse- 
quences, before we proceed to judgment. Acts 
of state, that sprung from policy, imd were per- 
haps expedient on the spur of the occasion, 
have grown into precedents often found to be 
of evil tendency. The administration may fall 
into the hands of ignorance and incapacity; 
amd'in that case, the measure, which at first was 
just and proper, becomes by misapplication to 
other men and other times, the rule of bad po* 
Key and injustice. 

*^ Of this truth, the Lacedaemonians have left 
us a striking example; they conquered the Athe- 
nians, and, having established a supreme coun^ 
dl of thirty, introduced a new form of govem- 
inent. Those magistrates began their career by 
•eising the loose and profligate, and, without. 
• regular trial, sending them to immediate ex- 
ecution. The people beheld the scene with 
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Exultation, and applauded the proceeding. But 
arbitrary power, thus established, knew no 
bounds : honest men were seized without dis- 
tinction, and put to death with the vile and in- 
&mous. The city of Athens was covered with 
consternation, and the people had reason to re* 
pent of their folly, in not foreseeing that discre- 
tion is the law of tyrants. 

'* At Rome, within otir own memory, the vic- 
torious Sylla ordered Damasippus, and others 
of the same stamp, who had enriched them- 
selves by the spoils of the commonwealth, to 
be strangled in prison : who at that time did 
not consider the measure as an act of justice ? 
all ranks of men proclaimed, with one voice, 
that a set of incendiaries, who by their seditious 
practices had embroiled the state, had justly 
paid the forfdt of thdr crimes. What was 
the consequence ? a general massacre followed. 
Whoever coveted his neighbour's house in the 
cit}^, or his villa in the country ; whoever 
panted for a welUwrought vase, a splendid gar-» 
ment, or any othec valuable effects ; his strata^ 
gem was to insert the owner in the list of the 
proscribed. It followed by consequence, that 
the very men who applauded the execution of 
Damasippus, perished afterwards by the 'same 
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violence. Nor did the carnage cease^ till Sylla 
satisfied the rapacity of his followers, 

^^ It must be admitted, that, in times like 
the present, when Marcus TuUiua Cicero con* 
ducts the administration, scenes of that tragic 
nature are not to be apprehended. But in a 
large populous city, when the nunds of men 
are ever in agitation, a variety of jarring opi- 
nions must prevail. At a future day, and un- 
der another consul, who may have an army at 
his back, falsehood may appear in the garb of 
truth, and gain universal credit. In such a 
juncture, should the consul, encouraged by our 
example^ and armed with power by the decree 
of the senate, think proper to unsbeath the 
sword, who shall stop him in his career ? who 
will be able to appease his vengeance ? 

" Our ancestors, conscript Fathers, never 
wanted wisdom or courage ; nor were they ever 
so elate with pride, as to be above imitating the 
wholesome institutions of other nations. They 
borrowed the make of their arms, and the use 
of them, froni the Samnites ; from tlie Tus- 
cans they adopted the robes and ensigns of the 
magistracy; and in short, whatever they saw 
proper and useful among their allies, and even 
their enemies, that they were sur^ to transplant 
for their own advantage. They wished to ira- 
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prove by good enampte, and they were above 
the little passion of envy. 

*' In that early period, and with that generous 
disposition^ they looked towards Greece, and 
fix>m that nation imported the custom of pa* 
aishing some offences by the lictor's rod, and 
' in capital oases they pronounced judgment of 
deatli. In process of time, when the state rose 
to power and grandeur^ and the people, as will 
ahvaya he the case in prodigious multitudes^ 
were divided into contending factions, innocent 
men were often oppressed, and grievances in- 
creased and multiplied; it was then that tht 
Porcian law, and others of a similar nature, re* 
pealed the power of inflicting cafMtal punish- 
ment^ and left to the condemned the privU^ 
of going into exile. 

^^ By these examples, and this train of reason^ 
ing, I am led to this conclusion : ooosidt youf - 
own dignity, conscript Fathers, and beware of 
innovation. I believe I may assume, without 
fear of being contradieted, that the eminent 
men of a former day, who irom small beglii* 
nings raised this mighty empire, possessed a 
larger portion of wisdom atld virtue than has 
fallen to the lot of their de^oettdants. What out 
ancestors obtained mth glory^ we of the present 
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day find too much for our decayed abilities ; we 
sink under the weight. 

^^ But you will say, what is the scope of this 
long argument i Shall the conspirators be dis-* 
charged^ and suffered to strengthen Catiline*8 
army ? . Far from it : my advice is this ; let their 
estate and effects be confiscated ; detain their 
persons in separate prisons, and for that purpose 
choose the strongest of the municipal towns ; 
declare, by a positive law, that no motion in 
their favour shall be brought forward in the se- 
nate, and that no appeal shall be made to the 
{People; Add to your deo-ee, that whoever shall 
presiune to espouse the cause of the guilty, 
shall be deemed an enemy to the common- 
wealth *^- 

As soon as Caesar closed his speech, the sena- 
tors appeared to be variously inclined. Some 
freely spoke their minds ; others were content 
by different ways to signify their sentiments, 
and opposite opinions seemed to prevail. At 
length Marcus Cato was called upon in his 
turn. The substance of his speech was as 
follows : 

** Upon the question now before you, con- 
script Fathers, I feel myself affected by different 

* S^e Note D. 
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sentiments. When I view the circumstances of 
the times, and the dangers that surround, us, I 
see reason to be alarmed ; when I consider what 
has been said by some who have gone before me, 
their aiguments appear to me ilUtimed, and of 
little weight. The reasoning of those senators 
was altogether confined to the degree of punish- 
ment due to men who have conspired to levy 
war against their country, their parents, their 
altars, and their gods. But the true point in 
debate should be, before we think of pains and 
penalties, what measures ought to be pursued in 
order to avert calamity and ruin. Crimes of a 
difierent nature from the present are tried and 
condemned after the commission of the fact ; 
at present our business is to ward off the im- 
pending danger. Suffer the incendiaries to ex- 
ecute their purpose, and the tribunals of justice 
must be silent. When the city is taken by as* 
sault, nothing is left to the vanquished. 

^^ To you^ who have always set the highest 
value on your splendid mansions and magnifi- 
cent villas ; who have been delighted with your 
pictures and your statues ; who have had your 
pleasures more at heart than the interest of 
your country ; to yoti I now address myself. 
If you still cherish your possessions ; if, what<p 
ever their value may be, you still wish to enjoy 

G 3 



65 SAhhwr. 

Utem, I conjure you by the immortal gods ! 
f wake from your lethargy^ and stand forward in 
the cause of your country. We are not now in 
a debate about the revenue; the complaints 
and grievances of our allies are not the subject 
of our inquiry ; our lives and liberties are at 
stake ; all that is dear to us is in danger. 

^^ I have often had occasion^conscript Fathers, 
to delivtt* my sentiments in this assembly; I 
bave often remonstrated against luxuty and ava« 
rice^ those darling passions of the time ; and 
by speaking my mind with freedom^ I know 
that I have given umbn^ to many. But how 
was I to act ? in my own conduct I have been a 
rigid censor of mj^f ; and could it he expected 
that I should see the transgressions of others 
without reproof? It is true, that my sentimenta 
made no impression ; but the commonwealth 
was not in danger ; it subsisted by its own inter- 
nal vigour. The flourishing state of our aflSurs 
made an apology for the weakness of govern- 
ment. The debate at present is not about good 
or evil manners ; the grandeur of the Roman 
empire is not part of our inquiry : the question 
iB^ whetiier die state, such as it is, shall mmaia 
in our hands, or £ill with ourselves in one com* 
men ruin, a prey to our enemies ? 

f.^ In sudi a juncture, are we to hear of mercy 
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and moderation ? We have lost, for a long time 
have k>st/the tme names of things : to be lavish 
of the property of others, is called liberality ; to 
be daring in guilt, ia fortitude ; and by these 
steps we are led to the brink of ruin. 

*^ Let those who approve of the reigning man- 
ners, pursue their error ; let them be merciful 
to the plunderers of the revenue ; but let them 
Spare the effusion of our blood, and let them 
not; by extending mercy to a set of aban- 
doned culprits, involve honest men in sure de- 
struction. 

*' Caesar has delivered his sentiments concern* 
ing life and death, and he treated the subject 
with force and elegance. He, it should seem, 
considers all we have heard about a state of fu* 
ture existence, as a vulgar error; the places 
assigned to good and evil spirits are to him a 
mere fable ; gloomy, waste, and dreary regions^ 
the abode of guilt and sorrow, are no part of 
his creed. His opinion, therefore, is, that the 
eflects of the malefactors should be confiscated, 
and they themselves confined in the jails of dif*- 
ferent municipal towns ; and this measure he re« 
commends, as I conceive, from an apprehension, ' 
that, if detained at Rome, they may be rescued 
by their accomplices, or by a mob hired for the 
purpose. But let me ask^ is Rome the only 

a 4 



t8 SALLUST. 

place that harbours traitors and incendiaries ? 
Are not men of that stamp to he found all over 
Italy ? Is not the place where the authority of 
government is least in force> the most likely to 
be disturbed by tumults and insurrections ? 

^' From these premises it follows, that Caesar's 
advice, if he believes that a conspiracy has been, 
actually formed^ is feeble and ineffectual : on 
the other hand, if, amidst the general conster^ 
nation, he alone sees nothing to fear, that very 
circumstance is to me a new cause of alarm : I 
fear for myself, and my fellow-citizens. 

*^ For these reasons, conscript Fathers, when 
we pronounce sentence on Lentulus, and the 
rest of his faction, let us remember, that we 
decide the fate of Catiline and his followers. 
Act withwigour, and the enemy shrinks bad; 
dismayed. If you remain languid, and do not 
adopt the most vigorous measures, the rebels 
will advance upon us with redoubled fury. 

" Our ancestors, it is well known, raised ^n 
infant state to a vast and flourishing empire ; 
but let us not imaging that this great work was 
accomplished by the n^ere force ofarms^ Jf a 
warlike spirit was the sole cans? of ppr grandeur, 
the state at this day would be more secure and 
flourishing than ever. We have a larger body 
pf jcitizens ; our allies are more numerous^ an4 
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our Store of arms^ our horses^ and military pre- 
parations^ exceed all that was known in former 
times. But there were other c^iuae? of their 
success and grandeur^ and those onuses exist qo. 
longer. Our ancestors were distinguished by* 
industry at home; they administered justice 
abroad ; they brought with them to public de- 
bate firm integrity, and minds free from vice, 
opbiass^ by passion. 

^^ What has the present age to boast of? Lux^ 
ury and avarice form the (Characteristic of the 
times ; we have private wealth and public po- 
verty; we idolize riches, and sink down in 
torpid indolence ; between good and bad men 
no distinction is made ; the rewards of virtue 
are the quarry of ambition. Nor can this be 
matter of wonder ; each ip(}iyi<^^l thinks for 
himself only ; self-interest \^ the spring of his 
actions : at home, he leads a life of voluptuous 
pleasure, 9nd in the senate, corruption and 
private infltfenqe waip and disgrace }iib con- 
due^. Of ^I thi9 what is the consequence ? 
We are lulled to sleep, while our enemies are 
|>usy, active, and vigilant, to involve us all in 
ruin. 

^f But I wave these complaints, and pass to 
ivfaat presses more: a conspiracy has beei) 
^rmed bv men of illustrious rank, to lay waste 
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the city witli fife and sword. The Gauls, a 
people eYer hostfle to the Roman name, have 
been invited to j6in the league ; the rebel chief 
at the head of his army is near at hand, and 
hovers over his prey. Yet we sit here in t^me 
debate, uncertain what course to lake with par- 
ricides who haVe been seized in the heart of the 
city. 

*^ Is this a time for compassion ? indulge it, 
if you will ; grant a free pardon to the traitors ; 
they are young men, led astray by false am- 
bition ; release them from confinement ; let 
them issue forth to rally roUnd the standard of 
rebellion. But let me entreat you, pause for 
a moment : it were false compassion, and ine- 
vitable ruin will be the consequence. We are 
now in a crisis big with danger ; and would you 
persuade me that you are free from appre- 
hension ? I know the Contrary : you are all 
alarmed, and yet, fluctuating in doubt, you 
watch each other's motions with effeminate 
weakness, unwilling to decide for yourselves. 

*^ You rely, perhaps, on the immortal gods^ 
for that protection which they have extended to 
the commonwealth in the hour of danger. But 
do not deceive yourselves : the favour of Pro* 
vidence is not obtained by occasional vows and 
womanish lamentation j it is by vigilance, by the 
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wisdom of councils^ and by vigorous measuresy 
that the efforts of men are crowned with sue* 
cess. The sufyplications of doth and inddence 
are offered up in vain : the gods look down 
with indignation. 

*^ In an early period of our history, when the 
Gauls carried on a fierce and bloody war against 
the state, AulusMantiusTorquatuscondemaal 
his own son to death for having presumed to 
aittack the enemy without orders. That exotU 
lent young man died for his excess of valour i 
and in a time like this, when the guilt of un* 
natural traitors calls aloud for vengeance, will 
you linger here in doubt, undecided, wavering, 
and irresolute ? 

^' Am I to be told, that the former conduct of 
these unhappy men pleads in their favour ? If 
that is your ofHnion, spare the dignity of Len* 
tulus : I consent, if he ever spared his diarac* 
ter, his honour, or his fame ; if in any one in* 
Stance he ever shewed the least regard for gods 
or men. Extend your mercy to Cethegus; 
excuse the rashness of youth, if this is not the 
second time of his being in arms agmnst his 
country. What shall I say (^ Gabinius, Sta^ 
lilius, and Ceparius ? no more than this : had 
they ever listened to the dictates of truth and 
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honour^ the crime of treason would not now be 
laid to their charge. 

*' Let me how assure youy conscript Fathers, 
that if I saw you in danger of nothing more 
than a simple error, I should willingly leave it 
to time to correct your judgment. Bilt we are 
beset on every side ; the danger presses ; the 
enemy draws near ; Catiline is at your gates ; 
traitors lurk in the heart of the city ; you can- 
not deliberate in private; ^your measures are 
known abroad ; and for all those reasons you 
have no time to lose. 

^^ To conclude ; since by the pernicious pract 
tices of abandoned men the commonwealth is 
involved in danger; since the agents in thisi 
scene of iniquity stand detected by the evidence 
of Titus Volturcius and the Allobrogian depu- 
ties^ as well as their own confession ; and since 
it is now in proof, that they were all engaged 
in a black conspiracy to lay a scene of bloo^, 
of massacre, and a general conflagration, my 
settled opinion is, that, in conformity to ancient 
usage, the several malefactors, like criminals ca-^ 
pitally convicted hould hfi condemned to sutr. 
fer death; M/ Toioe is for their immediate ex- 
ecution.** 

As soon as Cato concluded, all of consular 
rank, and, indeed, the majority of the Fathers, 
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went over to his opinion. They extolled his sfifi* 
rit and greatness of soul with the wannest a|>- 
plause; they fell into mutual reproaches^ and 
acgused one another of pusillanimity. The house 
resounded with the praises of Cato^ and a decree 
was passed in form and substance as he proposed* 
A reflection occurs in tlus place, which may 
claim some attention. The brave exploits and 
upright policy of the Romans have filled the page 
of history. After studying that page with dili- 
gence, and attending to the observations of 
others, I was led by curiosity to inquire what 
were the resources of the commonwealth, and 
what the principles that contributed to raise and 
support so vast a fabric. I was aware, that 
with inferior armies Rome had often made head 
against great wad powerful nations ; I knew that 
mighty monarchs had been obliged to yield to 
the superior valour of well-disciplined forces^ 
and that the Roman legions were not to be sub* 
dued by adverse fortune. The Greeks had 
made the palm of eloquence their own, and the 
Gauls were at one time famous for a more war- 
like spirit. 

The result of my inquiries was, that the Ro- 
man name owes all its lustre to the patriot spirit 
of a few great and eminent men, who by their 
virtue enabled poverty to cope with the wealth 
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of nations^ and inferior numbers to triumph 
over numeroua armies. But when, after a 
long series of sucxress, luxury difiused its baneful 
influence, and the minds of men grew torpid in 
case and indolence, the commonwealth by its 
own inward energy was still able to stand on a 
solid basis, firm and unshaken by the vices of 
her commanders abroad, and the intrigues of her 
magistrates at home. But the season of public 
virtue has declined, and for several years Rome, 
like a superannuated matron, did not produce 
one great and eminent charact^. 

Of late indeed, we have seen flourishing among 
us two illustrious citizens, both of the first order, 
adorned with superior talents, but different in 
their manners. The persons whom I have in 
view, are Marcus Cato and Ouus Julius Caesar. 
Two such characters ought not to be passed by 
in silence. They naturally present themselves 
to the historian^s observation, and since the op^ 
portunity is so fair, I shsHi here endeavour, with 
all the skill I am master of^ to give the pro- 
minent features of each *• 

In point of birth, age, and eloquence, they 
were nearly equal. Greatness of soul was the 
chaiaoteristic of both. They attained the siun^ 

•^ See Note E. 
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nit of glory, but by diflfertiat means. Caesar 
came upon mankind by acta of firienddiip and 
public munificence : Cato stood distinguished by 
his moral conduct^ and the int^rity of his life. 
Humanity and benevdence were the virtues of 
Cawir: severity of manners added dignity to the 
name, of Cato. The former gained the aflec^ 
tions of mankind by liberal donations, by gene^ 
rosity to his friends, and by fotgiving his ene^ 
mies ; the latter distributed no favours, and on 
that reserved temper founded his glory. One 
was the protector of the unhappy ; the other, 
the aoourge of bad men. Caesar was admired 
fear the £icility oi his manners ; Cato for his 
imshaken constancy. In a word, Caesar entered 
on a career of vigilance, of active industry, and 
laborious application ; he devoted his time to 
the interest of his friends, r^ardless of his own ; 
whatever he possessed worthy (^ acceptance, he 
gave as a present ; ambition was his ruling pas- 
sion ; he aimed at prodigious things ; he de- 
sired to have the command of armies ; he con^ 
sidered war as his element, and panted for some 
bright occasion, which might lay open to him 
the field of glory. Cato, on the other hand, 
was careful to observe the rules of moderation, 
of r^ular conduct, and, above all, an inflexible 
severity of manners. In point of riches he vied 
1 
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with no man ; with the factious he entered into 
no competition ; an honest emulation inspired 
his soul ; the constant rival of the good and 
worthy, he strutted for the palm of courage 
with the brave ; in simplicity of life he con* 
tended with the modesty and in a constant course 
of virtue, with the most pure and innocents 
To be, and not to seem, was his settled prin* 
ciple. He disregarded popularity, and his glory 
rase the higher. 

As soon as the senate concurred, as has been 
mentioned, with ^he sentiments of Cato, the con^ 
&ul thought that no time ought to be lostj and 
accordingly, to prevent seditious attempts during 
the night, which was then approachii^, he or- 
dered the triumvirs to prepare for the immediate 
execution of the condemned malefactors; he 
himsdf, having first disposed his guards at proper . 
stations, conducted Lentulus to the prison. The 
praetors attended the rest of the conspirators. 

In the jail, as you ascend on the left hand, 
there is a place called the TuUian dungeon, sunk 
about twelve feet under ground, enclosed on all 
sides with strong walls, and covered over with 
a stone arch ; a dark and dismal vault, ex- 
.haling a fetid stench, the last stage of guilt and 
misery, Lentulus was conducted to that hi* 
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deous cavern^ and there strangled by the officers 
of justice. 

Such was the dismal catastrophe of a man de« 
scended from an illustrious branch of the Corne- 
lian family, who had been invested with the con- 
sular dignity. He closed his days by en igno- 
minious death, the just retribution due to his 
crimes. Cethegus, Statilius, Gabinius, and Ce- 
parius, suffered in like manner. 

While these transactions passed at Rome, Ca- 
tiline, with the forces which he had collected, 
and those that listed under Manlius, was able to 
form two legions. He allotted to each cohort 
as many soldiers as his numbers would allow. 
Afterwards, when volunteers arrived, and re- 
cruits were sent to the camp by his various 
agents, he distributed his new levies in equal 
proportions, and by degrees his legions had their 
full complement. His whole number at first 
did not exceed two thousand. When his army 
was reinforced, not more than a fourth part was 
suf^lied with military weapons ; the rest were 
armed with what chance threw in their way ; 
some with darts, others with spears, and the rest 
with stakes sharpened to a point. 

Antonius advanced at the head of his army ; 
but Catiline, declining an engagement, wheeled 
off towards the mountains, at times directing his 
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march towards Rome, and soon after shifting 
his route,as if determined to penetrate intoGaul. 
To force him to a decisive action was impossible. 
He flattered himself, if his adherents at Rome 
succeeded in their machinations, that he should 
aoon receive a strong reinforcement. Flushed 
vith these expectations, he resolved to reject the 
slaves, who from the first crowded to his 
standard. For this conduct he had political rea- 
sons : the war, he pretended, was undertaken to 
reform the senate, and restore the rights of the 
people: the cause of freedom, he thought, ought 
not to be dishonoured by an alliance with men 
of the lowest rank in society. 

It was not long before intelligence from Rome 
reached the camp. It was there known that the 
conspiracy was detected, and that Lentulus, with 
Cethegus and the rest, had suffered death. The 
consequence was, that Catiline soon found him- 
self abandoned by a number of those ready tools 
of rebellion, whom the love of innovation, and a 
passion for plunder, had induced to follow his 
banners. In that posture of afiairs, he thought 
it advisable to lead his army, by forced marches, 
over craggy mountains into the territory of Pis- 
tprium ; and thenoe his plan was to wind through 
the defiles of the coqntr}-, and find a passage 
ifito Cisalpine G^ul, 
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It happened^ however^ that Quintus Metellus 
Celer^with three legions under his command^ was 
stationed in the country near Picenum. The dif- 
ficulties to which Catiline was reduced, made it 
probable that he would endeavour to elude the 
Roman general. Accordingly, Metellus, in- 
formed by the deserters, of the march of the re- 
bels, moved forward without delay, and pitched 
his camp at the foot of the mountains, in a si- 
tuation that commanded the passage into Gaul. 
At the same time Antonius, at the • head of a 
large army, having an open country before him, 
pursued by rapid marches, and hung upon the 
rear of the enemy. 

In that crisis of his affairs, Catiline found him- 
self enclosed on one side by inaccessible moun- 
tains, and on the other hemmed in by the le- 
gions. He knew that his partisans were un- 
done, and executed at Rome ; no way for flight 
and no hope for succour remaining, he resolved 
to stand the hazard of a battle with Antonius* 
His plan thus settled, he drew out his army, 
and, to inflame their ardour, addressed them in 
the following manner : 

" I am not now to learn, my fellow^soldiers, 
that true courage and heroic fortitude can neyer 
be inspired by the power of words: if an army 
is void of spirit ; if the men do not feel a ge* 

« a 



100 SALLUST. 

nerous impulse in their own hearts^ no speech 
that a general can make, will rouse them to 
deeds of valour. Courage is the gift of nature, . 
When it bums like an inward fire^ and expands 
the breast, it is sure to blaze out in the field 
of battle. He whom neither danger nor glory 
canexcite, will never be roused by exhortations. 
His fears have made him deaf to the call of 
honour. It is for a different purpose that I 
have now assembled you : I mean to give you 
my best instructions, and open to you the rea- 
sons that incline me to vigorous and decisive 
measures. 

'^ You have heard what a dreadful disaster 
the temper of Lentulus has brought upon him- 
self, and our glorious cause ; you know, that, 
being amused with hopes of a reinforcement 
from Rome, I lost the opportunity of marching 
into Gaul. I need not say any thing of our pre- 
sent situation ; the posture of affairs is visible 
tp you all. Two hostile armies are at hand ; 
one holds us in check on the side of Rome ; 
the other obstructs our march into Graul ; to 
tarry longer in our present situation, even if we 
wished it, is not in *our power. Provisions to 
support an army cannot be procured. Turn 
which way you will, you must open a passage 
sword in hand. 



Catiline's cokspiracy. idl 

•' I desire you, therefore, I efltrfiat you, my 
fellowrsoldiers, to call forth all your ardour ; 
let this day give proofs of your heroic * spirit. 
When you rush to the attack, let each man 
remember that on his arm depend riches, ho- 
nours, immortal glory, and, what is more, li- 
berty, and th* cause of his country. Plentjr 
of every thing is the sure fruit of victory : the 
CDlonies and municipal towns will be ready to 
open their gates to us. If we shrink back, 
no resource is left ; not a friend will stretch a 
hand to protect the men who acted like traitors 
to themselves. 

'* Let me further desire you to compare your 
own case with that of your enemy : in the op- 
posite anAy the men have not our incentive^ 
to animate Iheir valour. We take the field for 
liberty and our country ; we fight in defence 
of our own lives. What are the motives that 
combine against you i the adverse ranks havt^ 
no interest in the quarrel ; they draw (heir swordi 
to support the pride and grandeur of a f(^ ty- 
rannical masters^ Let this reflection kispir^ 
you with new atdour ; let TC edge your swords t 
and when you advance to the charge, remember 
that you are this day to orown your former C3t- 
ploits by a great and glorious victory. 

" Had you preferred a lifef of ignominy, yot 
H 3 
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might havt passed your days in exile^ and 
there you might crawl on in want and beggary ; 
or you might have remained at Rome^ with- 
out money, without effects, without a prospect 
<^ relief, all wretched dependents on the bounty 
of your masters. But you scorned a life of ser- 
vitude, and resolved, like men, to obtain a ra* 
dical reform of cruel and oppressive laws. If at 
this moment it were possible for you to abandon 
your glorious enterprise, could you, do you 
think^ secure your retreat ? The attempt would 
demand your firmest valour. Peace is obtained 
by victory only ; in flight there is no safety : 
when the arms which are in our hands for self- 
defence are turned from the enemy, carnage and 
destruction follow. The man in battle who fear» 
the most^ is in the greatest danger ; courage is 
a tower of strength. 

** When I survey you all, my fellow-soldiers, 
and call to mind your past exploits, I am san- 
guine enough to anticipate a glorious victory. 
fVom your youthful vigour and undaunted cou^ 
rage I expect every advantage. Even the diffi- 
culties of our situation inspire me with confi* 
dence'; for difficulties have often produced pro«» 
digies of valour. The superior numbers of the 
enemy will not be able in these narrow defiles 
to surround our linest Should it be our lot to 
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experience the malignity of fortune^ let us de- 
termine to sell our lives at the clearest rate, ra- 
ther than be seized like a herd of cattle^ to be 
sacrificed at the will of a barbarous conqueror. 
Resolve to act like men, and if we must fell, 
let us not fall unrevenged ; let us resolve to die 
sword in. hand, and leave a victory, for which 
the conqueror may have reason to mourn/' 

Having closed this spirited harangue, Catiline 
paused to arrange all his measures, and, in a short 
time, the signal for advancing sounded through 
the ranks. j^The army marched in order of battle 
to the open plain. The cavalry had orders to 
dismpunt. Their horses were led to a remoter 
ground. By this measure, all being placed in 
one common danger, Catiline hoped that a bolder 
spirit would pervade the whole army. He him- 
self proceeded through the lines on foot, and 
formed the best disposition that his numbers and 
the nature of the place would allow. The plain 
was bounded on the left by a steep range of 
mountains, and towards the right by a sharp- 
pointed rock. Eight cohorts formed their lines 
in- the centre ; the rest of the troops took post 
in the rear, as a body of reserve to support the 
broken ranks. A select number of centurions 
and resumed veterans, with such of the common 
soldiers as werdHistingutshed by their br^ve ex* 

H 4 



104 SALLUST. 

ploits^ advanced as a chosen band to the front 
of the lines. The command of the right wing 
ivas given to Caius Manilas, and of the left to 
a native of Faesulae. Catiline himself^ at the 
head of the freedmen, and the recruits from the 
colonies, took his station near his favourite eagle^ 
^d to be the same that Marius displayed in the 
war against the Cimbrians. 

Antonius, the commander of the Roman 
army, was attacked by a fit of the gout^ and, by 
consequence, unable to conduct the battle. He 
gave the honour of the day to Marcus Petreius, 
Jbis lieuteitant-general. By the directions of 
that officer the army was drawn up in the fol- 
lowing order : the veterans, who had been called 
out to serve in the exigence of the times^ were 
stationed in the front ; the rest of the army 
formed their lines in the rear. Petreius rode 
through the ranks, calling on the men byname : 
he exhorted, he conjured them to exert their 
former courage^ ^' You see," he said, '^ a band 
of freebooters, of robbers, and murderers, a 
vile collection of incendiaries almost naked and 
disarmed. When you advance to the charge^ 
remember that you draw the sword in the cause 
of your country, your children, your altars, and 
your household gods." Petreius had been a 
military man for more than thirty years : he 
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rose to eminence through Uie sevevd gradations 
of tribune, praefect, lieutenant-general^ and pns^ 
tor, having served during all the time with the 
highest honour. In the several stations throu^ 
which he passed, he had a fair opportunity of 
knowing most of the veterans;* he called to 
mind their former conduct, and by holding to 
view their acts of valour, inspired them with t 
resolution to act in a manner worthy of theiiv- 
nelves. 

Having arranged his measures, Petreius or- 
dered the trumpets to sound to battle. The co- 
horts advanced with a slow pace in regular or- 
der. Catiline^s soldiers did the same. As soon as 
the two armies drew so near, that the light-armed 
troops could begin the onset by a volley of 
darts, both sides set up a warlike shout, and 
rushed on to the attack. A close engagement 
followed. None relied on their missive wea** 
pons ; they fought sword in hand. The vete** 
rans, eager to preserve their renown in arms, 
advanced into the heat of the action. The re- 
bels received them with a steady countenance. 
A fierce and obstinate conflict ensued. Catiline, 
at the head of his light-armed in&ntry, shewed 
iumself in the front of the lines ; he fou^t in 
the thickest ranks ; he succoured all that gave 
ground ; he supplied the place of the wounded 
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with fresh soldiers; wherever the enemy pressed, 
he was ready to support the ranks ; he charged 
sn person^ and enacted prodigies of valour, at 
once a gallant soldier and an able generaL 

Petreius, seeing thatCatiline disputed the field 
with more obstinacy than he at first expected, 
led his praetorian cohort into the thick of the 
battle* The rebels were thrown into disorder, 
and a dreadful slaughter followed. All who re- 
nsted were put to the sword. The Roman wings, 
at the same time, attacked the enemy in flank. 
Manlius, and the commander from Fassulae, 
both fighting bravely, fell in the first onset. 
Oitiline saw his troops routed on every side, 
and nothing but desolation round him. Having 
only a handful of his followers left, he was still 
determined not to forget his illustrious birth, 
and the dignity of his rank. He rushed among 
the closest ranks, and, exerting himself with fury 
and brave despair, fell under repeated wounds. 

When the l)attle was ended, the fierce and 
obstinate spirit that animated Catiline's army, 
appeared manifest to view. The spot on which 
the ^Idiertook his stand during the action, was 
covered with his body when he expired. A few, 
whom the praetorian cohort overpowered, were 
driven from their post, but they fell under ho- 
nourable wounds. Catiline was found at a dis- 
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tance from his men, amidst heaps of slain. His 
breath had not quite left him : the same fero- 
city that distinguished him when living, was 
still visible in his countenance. 

It may be further observed^ that in his whole 
army not one free citizen was taken prisoner, 
either during the battle, or after the defeat. De- 
termined to give no quarter, they were prodigal 
of their own lives. Nor could the army of the 
commonwealth boast of having gained a dieap 
victory. They paid the price of their Mood. 
The bravest among them were either slain in 
the action, or carried from the field covered 
"V^th wounds. Numbers went from the camp 
to survey the field of battle, led either by curio- 
sity, or in search of plunder. Employed an 
moving the dead bodies, they found among the 
slain a friend, a relative, or an intimate compa- 
nion. Some discovered their particular enemies 
stretched on the ground. The impressions made 
by this mc^choly scene were various : mixed 
emotions of joy and sorrow, regret and congnt'- 
tolatioD^ prevailed throughout the army. 
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How long, Catiline, will you dare to abuse our 
patience ? how long are we to be the sport of 
your frantic fury ? to what extremity do you 
mean to carry your unbridled insolence ? has 
the guard stationed every nighfc on Mount Pala* 
tine made no impression on you ? does the watch 
that patroles the streets of Rome excite no 
alarm ? The people are covered with consterna- 
tion ; all honest men are of one mind ; they 
unite against you in every quarter : and are you 
not struck with terror ? not stnick by this awful 
meeting of the Fathers, assembled, as you see, 
in this place of strength and security ? behold 

* See Note F. 
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their countenances ; observe the looks with 
which they view you : and does not your heart 
shrink within you ? do you not feel that your 
guilt is detected ? that your designs stand mani- 
fest to view I that your conspiracy is defeated ? 
do you imagine that in this assembly there is a 
single person who is not aware of your proceed- 
ings ? who does not know what you did last 
night, or on the night preceding ; where you 
held your convention ; who were your asso- 
ciates ; and what measures you concerted ? But, 
O degenerate times ! the senate is informed ; the 
consul knows every circumstance, and yet the 
traitor lives ! Lives, did I say ? he con>es into 
the house ; he takes his seat among us ; he 
throws his eyes around, and marks every one of 
us for destruction : while we, brave men ! sit 
here in tame debate, conceiving, if we ward off 
the danger from ourselves, that we discharge our 
duty to our country. 

Your fate, Catiline, has been too long de- 
ferred : before this time you ought to have suf- 
fered death by order of the consul. The ruin 
which you have planned, ought long before this 
day to have fallen on your own head. Could 
that eminent Roman, Publius Scipio, when he 
was no more than chief pontiff, by his own pri- 
vate authority cut off Tiberius Gracchus, an 
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enemy, indeed, to the state, but still a roan who 
wished to alter, not to overturn the govern* 
inent ; and shall we, the chief magistrates, the 
consuls of Rome, tamely suffer the machinations 
of a traitor, who means with sword and fire to 
lay waste the Roman world ? I will not go back 
for ancient precedents ; I omit the example of 
Qttintus Servilius Ahala, who with his own right 
arm put to death Spurius Melius, a man charged 
with meditating innovations in the state. There 
was in ancient times that eneigy of mind, yes^ 
in this republic there was that patriot spirit^ that 
could puni^ a domestic traitor with a weight 
of vengeance never inflicted on the most inve* 
terate foreign enemy. Even at this time we have 
against you, Catiline, a just and awful decree of 
the senate : the commonwealth is defended by 
prudent counsel, and in this august assembly 
there is ample authority ; but we, the consuls^ 
I speak my mind with freedom, we, the consuls^ 
are deficient in our duty. 

In a former period of our history, the senate 
ordained by a decree, that Lucius Opimius, the 
consul, should take care that the camimonmealth 
received no infury. Not a single night inter* 
vened^ when Gains Gracchus was put to death 
for seditious practices; that very Gnediul^ who 
was descended from a fiither of distinguithed 
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merits from a gmtdfather o( eminent character, 
and a line of iHostricms ancestors. Marcus FtiU 
viui^ a man of consular dignity^ silffered in Kke 
manner: his two sons perished with him. , 

By a similar decree, the commonweakh wjis 
committed to the two cotimiU, Cains Marius and 
titicius Valerius : on that occasion^ Wad the pu- 
xiishment of Lucius Satuminiis, a tribuhe of the 
people, and Caiu9 Servilius, then one of the prse* 
tors, deferred for a single day: they tx>th fell a 
sacrifice to the justice of their country. And 
yeti during the la«t twenty days, we, the con- 
suls^ bsLYt ^Iftred the authority of. this assem- 
bly to languish in (mi: hands. We are anhed 
with a simiki- decreie ; but it is with us a ttieft! 
matter of r^cbrdi like a sword enclosed in the 
scabbard. By that authority you, Catiline, hare 
been long since condemned to death. You 
live, notwithstanding, but you live, not to re^ 
pent of your crimes, but to cherish them in your 
heart, and add to your iniquity. 

To administer justice with mei-ey, cbnscript 
Fathers^ is the propensity of my heirt ; but ih 
this dangerous crisis I am not wilting to l^ppter 
remiss ; but still, it must be acknowledged, I 
have remained inactive; my conselence Upbrnidii 
me for It. Anarmy has been levied: IheKbtis 
ireenciM)^ in the defiles of ktiruriA: Iheif 



numbers increase every day. The Gommandev 
of tiodt Brmy, the chief of that hostile crew^ wallLt 
•t large amoi^ us. We see him in the senatej 
beat on mischief,, and oieditaiing 8Cene9 of blood 
and massacre. Should I this moweut, Catilinej 
order you to be aeised, aod hurried away to efte« 
cutioQ, good men, I fear, would still pronouoce 
me slow and tardy in the dtachaige of my d«ty i 
none would think me rigoroua or vindiotivt* 

But this act of justice, which ought to b«vc 
been long since performed, I oknose fbr weighty 
reasons to defer for the present. You shall then 
he sent to e&ecution, when there cannot be fpund 
a man so vile and profl^;ate, so like yourself, aa 
not to aduion^edge that you deserved your Ate* 
As long as there breathes a man hardy enoii|^ 
to defend your cause, I will allow you to Kve } 
but you shall live, as you now do, enocMUpassed 
hy a numerous guard, whose watchfiil care wUl 
not suffer you to move or stir against your coun« 
try. The eyes of men, when you little suspaet 
It, will be fixed upon you, and their ears will be 
ready to catch each treasonable word that you 
shall dare to utter. 

Thus situated, Catiline, what have you to ex-* 
pect ? The gloom of night cannot conceal your 
ieU designs ; the walls of your own house are not 
thick enough to endoae the voice of treason ; 

I 2 
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every syllable is heard ; your dark complottings 
all transpire. Then take, my advice ; renounce 
your frantic projects ; think no more of massacre 
and ruin. You are hemmed in on every side ; 
your designs are seen in open daylight. To con- 
vince you^ I will give you a detail of the whole : 
You may remember what passed in the senate 
on the twelfth before the calends of November : 
on that occasion^ I declared aloud^ that on a 
certain day the standard of rebellion would be 
reared. I even named the day, the 27th of Oc* 
tober: I gave notice^ that on that day, Caius 
Manlius, youf accomplice, your general officer, 
would be in open arms. Was I a false pro- 
phet ? did I not foretell that horrible event ? 
what is more, did I not fix the very day ? But 
this is not all : I declared to the Fathers, that 
the 28th of the same month was the day fixed 
by yourself for a general massacre of the most 
eminent citizens : Rome was to be made a theatre 
of blood and horror. On that day, a considerable 
number of the most illustrious men withdrew 
from the city, not so much to avoid your band 
of assassins, as to defeat your execrable project. 
Can you deny, that on that day you was closely 
besieged by a guard under my direction ? that 
' by my vigilance all your measures were defeated ? 
When you found that numbers had withdrawn 
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from the r^ch of your poniards^ what was your 
declaration? the men^ you said^ who made 
their escape, were of no consequence^ provided 
tliat I^ who kept my post in the dty^ fell a vic- 
tim to your fury. Nay more; your design 
against Praenest£ was to he carried into execu- 
tion on the calends of November ; in the dead 
of night that fortress was to be taken by as* 
sault ; but you found all your measures counter* 
acted. By my orders the garrison secured the 
coJony. You do nothings. you form no plan^ 
you harbour no design^ but I hear^ I see, I dia* 
cover all. 

Let us now review the transactions of last 
night. A true state of the £icts wiU convince 
you, that I am more active to save the common- 
wealth, than you to destroy it. Where was you 
last night } I will tell you, and I will name the 
place : you were at the house of Marcus Lecca^ 
in consultation with your accomplices. Do you 
deny it ? why that sullen silence ? the proof is 
in my power ; I now see in this assembly men of 
senatorial! rank, who are leagued with you in 
your fnmtic schemes ; they attended your mid- 
night council. 

Immortal gods ! where are we ? in what city 
do we reside? of what republic are we members? 
Here, conscript Fathers, here in this very house, 

I 3 



118 FIRST OftATION b* tiTC^BO 

in this gneat coancil of Ihe commonwealth, m 
this august assembly, the most veneralite on the 
ftce of the globe, here in si Roman senate, we 
have among us a luAing band of traitprs, who 
have resolved on the murder of your consul ; 
^ho have conspired against you all ; who have 
planned the ruin of this city, $nd, by conse-* 
^uetifee, of the Rom^n world, I aee the men 
ifow before me ; in the character of consul I be* 
hold them ; 1 am to collect their rotes in th'A 
debate; and, ^hen I ought to send them to 
the sworti of justice, J forbear to mention their 
names. 

But taiy business, Catiline, is Ayith ytm i ybu 
Were last night at the house pfLecca ; youfeed 
your Stations In dififerent parts of Italy ; you or-r 
dered your emissaries to their several posts; you 
Belcteted some to be left at Rome, and others to 
attend you to the damp ; you marked put the 
quarter of the city where the conflagration was 
to btegin; you declaiied your intention to join 
yWur army, but your journey was \6 be deform!, 
Itecausfe I was still alive. In that moment it was 
found that there existed two Romah Insights 
ready to bear the assassin^s dagger. They un- 
dertook to relieve 3rou fh>m your anxiety ; they 
promised hefore the dawn of day to poniaril me 
in my bed, Yoar assembly was scarce dissolved 
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\riun I was informed of all. i strengthened my 
guards; I lecoved my house; your assassins 
came^ and were refused admittance. They wer4 
the very men whose names I had mentioned to 
sereral illustrious <^ti2ens, with all the fiartieu- 
lars cf their insidious visit, and the very hour 
«4ien their black design was to he executed. 

Things standing thus^ w4iat hinders you, Ca« 
tiline, from pursuing your original fdan ? pro* 
ooed as you intended $ leave the city ; the gates 
are open to you ; begin your joum^. The 
Manlianeamp has been too long held in sttspenaet 
your joldiers expect their general ; tdce wkh 
you your whole band of conspirators ; if not iA\, 
take the greatest part, and let Rome disgoi^e 
die cankers of ber peaoe : you wiil d^ver me 
imin my fears; a wall between us will be a suf* 
fideni safeguard. You cannot remain amoi^ 
OS ; I wiM not bear it ; I will not suffer it ; I 
will not allow it. 

Immortal gods ! the lAianks of a whole people 
are due to you ; and chiefly to thee, Jupiter 
Stator^ in whose temple we now are: to<thee^ 
thou ancient guardian of the state^ our vows and 
fopplications ought now to ascend ; to thee we 
owe it, tiiat on so many occasions we have 
escaped the fury of this worst of enemies^ this 
most pernicious citizen, this monster of iniquity. 

i4 
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But it is now time to dose this scene of terror. 
The commonwealth must not be for ever ex- 
posed to the machinations of one desperate 
traitor. 

- Before I entered on the high office which t 
hold ; when I was ho more than consul electa I 
was well aware^ Catiline, of your designs against 
my life ; but I was able by my own vigilance^ 
without calling on the public for protection, to 
ward off every danger. At the last election of 
consuls for the ensuing year, I was doomed, with 
the candidates that opposed you, to bleed in the 
field of Mars ; but even then I raised no alarm ; 
the assistance of my friends was sufficient to de^ 
feat your horrid purpose. In a word, as often 
as. your poniard was aimed at me, I stood alone 
in opposition to your fury, though I clearly saw 
that my life was interwoven with the public 
safety. Your blow at present is levelled at the 
vitals of the commonwealth ; the temples of our 
gods, the mansions of the peofrfe, and the lives 
of our fellow-citizens, are doomed to destni&> 
tion ; all Italy is to be laid waste, and the whole 
country to be a scene of desolation. 

And yet even now, in this awful crisis, I am 
not willing to enforce the laws established by 
pncient usage, and the spirit of the constitution, 
AQQther expedient presents itself^ less seven 
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to the crimmal, but more conducive to the pQb« 
}ic safiety. Were I to pronounce judgment of 
death, the eiLecution of one man would not ie« 
move the rest of thetraitors, who still continue 
to lurk among us* If you, Catiline, pioceed 
on your intended journey, the whole crew of 
your adherents will issue forth, and purge the 
city. Do you hesitate? can you refuse to eze* 
cuta by my orders what was your own precon- 
certed plan ? the consul commands an enemj to 
retire : you ask me, must you go into banisb- 
ment ? I do not order it ; but^ if you want te 
know my opinion^ I advise it. 

What attraction can you find at present? what 
allurement can detain you in this city ? If wees- 
cept your own abandoned followers, is there to 
be found a man who does not live in dread of 
you ? who does not behold you with detestation? 
is there a vice with which you are not branded} 
po new note of infamy can be added to your 
name ; your eyes are deformed by libidinous 
passions ; your hands are red with murder; your 
body is stained with pollution. In the number 
of young men whom your seducing arts have 
added to your train, is there one whose hand 
you have not armed with a dagger ? is there one 
whose passions you have not inflamed^ and pan^ 
dev«d for his lust ? 
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$I|iy more ; when latdy, upon the death of 
your ferfper wife, you (^fed your house to 
mafce way for a eeeon4 hnde, did yeu not add to 
that fold praoeeding a crime of the most atro^ 
dotts^e, and fin Ihe measure of your guilt? 
Wt I draw a veil over thdt transaction : I am 
wHling to consign it te oblivion, lest it should 
be known hereal^r that so horrible a deed was 
perpetrated in this city, or, being perpetrated, 
that it passed with impunity. I say nothing of 
y^ur ruined fortunes; the ensuing ides will 
emish you with a load of debt. I pass over the 
infamy of your private life, your enormous vioes^ 
yottt flagitious practices : I proceed to what is 
of more impprtance, the .public safety, the in- 
terest of all good men, and the very existence 
of tiie eommonweakh. 

For let me ask you, ean you wtt^iin the woHt 
of Kbme enjoy 4he light of the sun ? can you 
With pieaswe breathe the vita! air, when you re^ 
fleet that there is not one among us who does 
not juiow, that on^the last day of December, 
when Lepidus and Tufius were on the eve of 
closing their consi^ship, you carried with you 
to an assembly of (hepeo^e a conceded d^rger; 
that you were attended by a band of ruffians, 
r«ad^ by your orders to imbilie then* hands in 
the blood of the consuls and the 'first men in 
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Bmne ? It is true, that thia €xe«rable fflot mis. 
carried, not because you icpert t e d ; tiet bo» 
cause you was cxpskie of fear or remorse: the 
goardian genius of Rome prevented a general 
massacre. 

I will not dwell on this subject: thefiictsare 

weU known, and l^ere are others of a recent 

date. How often have your snares been laid for 

me, not only when I was consul elect, but nnce 

I entered on the magistracy ? your poniard liai 

been often aimed at me in a direction that 

Memed inevitable^ 'but I escaped the danger bj 

shifting my ground, or, in the gtadiator^t 

phrase, by a new posture. There is nottung 

you can plan, nothing yon can undertake^ no* 

thing you can attempt, that does not oome di« 

reedy to my knowledge ; and yet your invention 

is not exhausted, your courage is not alarmed, 

your obstinacy is not fatigued. Row often has 

yotnr dagger been wrested out of your Hand; 

bow often has h fallen usdess to ^e ground I 

and yet you are not disarmed : to what mfemal 

god, and by what rites, you have dedicatadyour 

poniard, I do not know ; but you dieriih it as a 

consecrated weapon, never to be laid aside till 

you have ^eathed it in the heart of a consid. 

In your present condition, is yours a Efei that 
9ny man would choose to lead ? I now address 



124 FIRST ORATIOK OF CXC£RO 

you^ not in the tone of indignation^ which your 
guilt has provoked^ but in the language of com* 
passion^ to which you have forfeited every claim* 
You chose this day to shew yourself in the se* 
nate* When you entered the house^ who in 
this assembly acknowledged you ? who among 
your numerous friends and relations rose to sa- 
lute you ? If such a reception is without a pre^ 
cedent ; if in the memory of man no instance 
of the kind has happened^ need J exalt my voice^ 
when the awful silence of the Fathers has more 
emphatically condemned you ? When you came 
forward^ those benches were deserted; when 
you took your seat^ the senators of consular 
r^^ for whose blood your dagger had long been 
thirsting, all rose at once, and left a void on 
that side of the house« What are now the sen* 
sations of your heart ? By heaven, if my do- 
mestic slaves had as good reason to fear me^ as 
every honest man has to hold you in detestation, 
I should abandon my house ; and will you pre-> 
8ume to remain in the city ? Let me tell you 
more : were it my misfortune, even without just 
cause>. to be abhorred by my fellow-citizens, I 
should remove to a distant scene, rather than 
€tay ampng them, to bear the glance of re* 
sentment, and the scowling eye of suspicion. 
And will youy whose ponsciepce in bitter ac*. 
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cents tells you that you have incurred the public 
hatred ; will you^ I say^ renudn at Rome ? will 
you by your presence wound the eyes of men^ 
whose indignation your crimes have already pro* 
yoked? 

If your parents lived in dread of you ; if they 
beheld you with a degree of aversion, which no- 
thing could appease, you would in that case, I 
have no doubt, retire and shun their sight. At 
present your country, the common parent of us 
all, fears and detests you ; she considers you as 
the worst of parricides, a pernicious traitor, who 
have long been brooding over scenes of blood 
and desolation : and will you not respect her au-* 
thority ? not submit to her judgment ? not yield 
to her lawful power ? 

Her very silence is eloquent, and thus she 
reasons with you : 

'^ There has not been for several years a crime 
or a flagitious deed committed without your 
participation : yours was the head to plan, or 
yours the hand to execute. Your sword has 
been glutted with the blood of Roman citizens ; 
the provinces have been plundered by your ra- 
pacity ; and yet all, all has passed without so 
much as an inquiry into your conduct ; as if 
ypu had a privil^e to be a villain with impu- 
nity. By you the tribunals of justice have been 
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nienocd ; fry 700 the laws ham been abolidied. 
Those grievances calied aloud fior tedresa, and 
yet J cttdurad them ^. Bot to be ftr- erer in 
dread of your hoirft>le designs ; in evety sodden 
commotion to start and tremble at the name o^ 
Catiline ; ta every treaaoa to find you the grand 
contriver of all ; it is more than I can bear 9 
these rqieated alaima are insupportable* I 
command yon^ therefore, to retire ; depart from 
the city^ and appease my fears ; if they are well 
Ibunded, that I may avoid calamitj and ruin $ 
if fidse, diat I may cease to live in misery/* 

Such is the language of your country: and 
pi^ht not her sacred voiee^ even if she had not 
paiper to enforce it^ to have due weight with 
you ; with you^ who have offered to surrender 
younelf a voluntary prisoner ? To remove all 
cause of suspicion, you were willing to commit 
yonrsdf to the custody of Marcus Lepidus ; re* 
jectedby him, you had the hardiness to address 
yourself to me ; you petitioned ta be a prisoner 
in my house : and what was my answer ? I told 
you, that not thinking myself safe within the 
walls of the same city, I wonld not live under 
one roof with you. You then applied to Quia- 
tus Metellus, the prsfttor, and, meeting with a 
repulse, you had recourse to your friend Mar« 
Ctts MarceUus, persuaded, as we may suppose. 
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that he would hare vigibnoe to watdi jour mo- 
tion8> sagacify todiaooverjoor tecMmacUiuM 
tiofi8j and feaolatioa to oppose yoiv ptojecte^ 
And now I deflire to know^ when * man hai 
ooilteaad that he oaght not to besuAettd to go 
at large, is it not high time to send hitti loadod 
with iekters to a dungeon ? 

This^ Oatiline, ia the state to which yon faav« 
reduced yiyatself t and sinoe you cannot wHh any 
di^^fee of oomfort reside any longer among lis, 
will it not be prudent to Btftk some ioi^igll kmd^ 
Where you may hide your hesd in^ soKtttde^ and 
protract a Kfe> whidi has heen long since £»f^ 
feited to the justice of your eountfy ) To thia 
you answer, ^' Move the question ; pot H to the 
vole of the Fathers; tad if they ovder yon intd 
knisliment, you are ready to obey their deorM*** 
I will make no sueh motion ; it \A oontraty to 
my way of thinking. But still yott shall know 
the sentiments of thii assembly t '' <h, CatiUmf 
withdraw Jhm Ihe city of Rome ; go, onddeHvit 
uifrom mr feats ; depari M once, tmd^ if yon 
ftstp^tt ike wordy go into baniskmeniJ* 

How ! do you hesitate t Ob^rve theiolantt 
taciturnity of this august assembly ; the Fathers 
hear me ; they are silent ; th^ acquiesce. Do 
you expect the form 6f words ? their eonieat 
ethphatieally condemns you. 
4 
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Were my discoursie directed in the same strain 
to that excellent youth, Publius Sextius, or to 
that illustrious citizen, Marcus Marcellus, the 
Fathers would revolt against such presumption^ 
and even in this temple, forgetting the sanctity 
d the place, rise in a body against their consul. 
With regard to you, Catiline, they are impressed 
with very diiiferent sentiments ; while they re- 
main quiet, they approve ; while they hear me 
with patience, they decree ; while they are si- 
lent, they proclaim aloud. 

You perceive the sentiments of this illustrious 
order, . whose authority you afiect to reverence, 
while your poniard thirsts for their blood. But 
it is not here alone that you stand condemned : 
the Roman knights, a brave and generous band> 
and those worthy citizens who guard the avenues 
of the templQ, are all of one mind. You have 
seen their numbers, and their ardour in the 
pause of their country : you heard their ac* 
clamations. It is with difficulty that I have re« 
fitrained them from an act of immediate justice ; 
but they are still under my influence ; leave the 
city, and I will answer that they shall conduct 
you to the gates. 

But wherefore do I thus expostulate with 
you ? That you should change your purpose, and 
retire to solitude, is more than I have reason to 
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expect. May the gods inspire you with sudi a 
resolution ! As to myself^ should jrou take tny 
advice^ and go into voluntary exile, I know that 
a storm of ill-will and calumny will be ready to 
burst upon me ; not^ perhaps, in the present 
juncture, while the public mind still glows with 
indignation, but in some future period, when 
no sense of danger remaining, resentment shall 
have spent its force. Be the consequence what 
it may, let the constitution standi I am pre- 
pared for the worst calamity. But that your 
conscience should reproach you ; that you should 
bend to the authority of the laws ; that you 
should relent in favour of your country ; these^ 
are things foreign to your heart. You are not 
the man whom a sense of honour can reform^ 
whom dajiger can deter, whom reason can re- 
claim from madness. 

And yet I repeat rty advice ; go forth, and 
quit the city. If I am, as you frequently de- 
clare, your implacable enemy, go into voluntary 
exile, and by that step revenge your cause. If 
you comply, a load of obloquy will fall on me ; 
when the public are informed, that tl)e consul 
drove you into banishment, the clamour will be 
loud and violent. But if you rather choose to 
add new glory to my name, go with the dregs 
and refuse of your desperate gang ; proqeed to 
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the Manllan camp ; muster all your forces ; r^^ 
nounce the society of honest men ; declare an 
impious war against your country ; let Italy be 
deluged with blood, and shew yourself in your 
true colours, not as a man cast out by the con- 
sul) but a rebel chief invited by his crew of in- 
cendiaries. 

But wherefore *do I recommend this measure? 
you have already taken your resolution ; you have 
sent forward an armed force to meet you at the 
village called Forum Aurelium. I know that 
you have fixed your day with Manlius ; I know 
that you have sent forward your silver eagle, 
which, I trust, will prove fatal to you and 
yours; that boasted eagle, to which you raised 
an altar, and offered impious rites in your sacri- 
legious chapel. Follow it ; you cannot live 
without it ; it was the idol of yoijr superstitious 
worship as often as you went on a desperate en- 
terprise. The same hand that offered incense 
to your new divinity, was in a short time red 
with the blood of your fellow-citizens. 

I know you will pursue your intended plan ; 
you will go where your frantic fury leads the 
way : you leave nothing here to. r^et ; your 
enterprise will be the delight of your heart. 
Wild commotion is your element; your nature 
/ormed you for it ; your inclination trained you 
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to it ; your fatd has reserved you for it. Neither 
repose, nor even war, could minister to your 
pleasure, unless they were both endeared by a 
mixture of guilt and horror. At length your 
utmost wish is gratified ; you have an army made 
lip of the scum of Rome and Italy ; a set of 
wretches reduced to beggary, and destitute of 
hope; What a scene of delight for a mind like 
yours ! in that society you may exult with joy 
and rapture, unmolested by the appearance of a 
single virtue, without so much as one honest 
tnan to grate your ear ; not one to shock 
your sight. The labours of your life, those fa- 
mous labours for which your name is so much 
celebrated, have prepared and hardened you for 
your present undertaking. You have been in 
the habit of lying on the bare ground, some- 
times to commit a rape, at others to wait in am- 
bush for your prey, to take advantage of an 
Unsuspecting husband, or to plunder your 
neighbour. Your present enterprise will call 
forth all your boasted vigour ; your patience of 
cold, of hunger, and want of every kind. But 
your fortitude, I trust, will soon be conquered. 
The victory which I gained, by defeating your 
hopes of the consulship, has this advantage ; in 
the character of consul you will not be able to 
cppresa your country ; your project must be the 

K 2 
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frantic effort of a man proscribed. It cannot be 
called a war ; it will be the desperate attempt of 
a robber and a murderer. 

Permit me now, conscript Fathers, to obviate 
the complaints which may be urged against me. 
I request your serious attention ; hear my senti- 
ments, and give them a place in your memory. 
I will suppose my country, which I hold dearer 
than my life^ I will suppose all Italy and the ' 
commonwealth, all with one voice accosting me 
in terms like these : 

" Review your conduct, Marcus TuUius, and 
consider well the part you now are acting. You 
have before you a man, whom you know to be 
a public enemy ; who is preparing to take the 
field at the head of hostHe numbers ; who is 
hourly expected in the camp to take upon him 
the command ; a tnan who planned the black 
conspiracy ; who designs to raise an insurrection 
of the slaves, and invites a crew of abandoned 
citizens to his Standard : and will you permit 
the traitor to go forth unmolested, not as if ex- 
pelled froQi the city, but sent to return in 
force, and take it by assault ? will you not rather 
seize his person, load him with irons, and order 
him to instant execution, a victim to the justice 
of his country ? Say, what is your motive i 
what restrains you ? you cannot, plead ancient 
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usage; traitors, it is well known, have been 
often put to death, even by private citizens, 
without the sanction of public authority. The 
laws^ that regulate the punishment of Roman 
citizens, afford you no apology ; a traitor has 
no rights ; he is no longer a citizen. Do you 
dread the reproaches of posterity ? that excuse 
will ill become a new man, who brought with 
nim no credentials from his ancestors, but by 
his own genius forced himself into notice ; who 
has passed with a rapid progress through the 
gradations of the magistracy, and by the suf<- 
frages of the people has been raised to the highest 
of&ce in the state. And will you, after so many 
favours conferred upon you, will you now shrink 
from the cause of your country ? shall the fear 
of censure, or of danger, alienate your -heart 
from the commonwealth ? it were the worst in- 
gratitude. If fear is to operate, which do you 
think is most to be dreaded, reproach for 
cowardice, or censure for magnanimity ? When 
Italy is laid waste ; when her cities are taken 
by storm ; when her temples and mansions are 
wrapt in flames ; it is then your danger will be- 
gin ; it is then that the clamours of mankind 
will be loud against you.'* 

To those complaints of my country, tg her 
sacred voice^. and to all who reason in the sarre 

K 3 
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way, my answer shall be short. If I could pcr^ 
suade myself, conscript Fathers, that the death 
of Catiline would close the scene, that impious 
gladiator should not live an hour. If the illus-r 
trious characters of a former day were not dis- 
graced, but, on the contrary, honoured and 
ennobled for the spirit that dared to shed the 
blood of Satuminus, of Flaccus, and theGracchi, 
with many others recorded in histot-y ; with that 
precedent before me, I could have no reason to 
fear, that for the execution of a traitor and a 
parricide I should stand condemned by the voice 
of posterity. But let me add, were the severest 
censure to be the certain consequence, it has 
ever been my settled opinion, that reproach, 
when earned by virtue, is not reproach, but the 
truest glory. 

.Yet even now, in this very assembly, there 
are senators, and those not a few, who do not 
see the impending danger ; or, seeing it, think 
proper to disguise their sentiments. By specious 
moderation they have pampered the hopes of 
Catiline, and, affecting to think my fears no 
more than a false alarm, they favoured the con- 
spiracy in its birth. By their example numbers 
have been influenced ; the evil-minded raised a 
Spirit of discontent, and the weak joined in the 
clamour. All of that description would be ready 
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to pronounce the death of Catiline the act of a 
violent and arbitrary consul. But^ should the 
traitor pursue his design, and join Manlius in 
his camp, it will then be evident that treason has 
been at work. There will be none so blind as 
not to perceive it ; no man so profligate as not 
to acknowledge it. 

Were I to pronounee judgment of death, what* 
advantage could accrue to the state? by that 
measure the oon^iracy would be suppressed, not 
radically cured. But now, should Catiline rush 
into open war ; should he order his crew of ad- 
herents to follow in his train ; should he draw 
to his camp a general conflux of the vile and 
profligate, we shall be able in that case, not 
only to crush his frantic insurrection, but the 
very roots of discord will be torn up ; the seed- 
plots of rebellion will be destroyed. 

The conspiracy, conscript Fathers, has grown 
hy degrees to its present maturity ; but by what 
fatality the whole collected force of guilt, and 
rage, and madness, has been reserved for my 
consulship, it is impossible for me to decide. 
This, however, is certain ; were the leading 
traitor cut off from that detestable league, our 
wounds might seem to be bound up, but they 
would be bound up to open again, and bleed 
afresh. The poison would be left rankling in 

K 4 
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the vitals of the commonwealth. As men in a 
fever seem by a draught of water to allay the 
violence of their disorder, but soon find it more 
inflamed than ever; so the danger that threatens 
the state might subside for a short interval^ soon 
to break out again with redoubled fury. 

For these reasons^ conscript Fathers, let the 
evil-minded depart at once ; let them separate 
themselves from honest men ; let them appear 
m open arms ; let the walls of Borne divide 
US; let them cease to besiege yoar consul in 
his own house ; to surround the tribunals of jus^ 
tice with a band of ruffians ; let them no longer 
invest the senate with their armed assassins, and 
prepare their combustibles for a general confla- 
gration; in a word, let the public mind be 
known, and let the sentiments and wishes of all 
upright citizens be legible in their countenances. 
Thus much, conscript Fathers, I will venture to 
promise ; you may rely upon the vigilance of 
your consuls : with the authority of this order> 
with the zeal and activity of the Roman knights, 
with tlie spirit of union that pervades and ani- 
mates all honest men, I here undertake, that, 
as soon as Catiline shall retire, the whole of his 
impious project shall be laid open, exposed to 
public view, confounded, and duly punished. 

For these reasons^ Catiline, I once more wara 
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you to withdraw ; go with these sure presides 
of public peace and security ; with these omens 
of ruin to your cause^ and the total overthrow 
of your desperate partisans; go forth at once, 
proceed to your camp, and wage an impious 
war against your country. 

And thou, O Jupiter! whose religious rites 
were established by Romulus, coeval with the 
foundation of Rome ; thou, whom we truly call 
Stator, the prop and preserver of the constitu- 
tion ; thou, our guardian deity I thou wilt drive 
this traitor from thy sacred altars ; from the 
temples of the gods ; from the walls of ftome ; 
from the lives and fortunes of the people ; and 
let thy awful justice fall on the enemies of all 
good men, on the plunderers of Italy, on the 
detestable crew who are now combined in an im- 
pious league against their country ; exterminate 
the whole race, and in this ^orld and the next 
pursue them with eternal vengeance* 
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At length, my fellow-citizens, Lucius Cati- 
line, that nefarious traitor, burning with frantic 
fury, breathing vengeance and destruction ; that 
public enemy, who meditated the ruin of his 
country, and threatened this city with sword 
and fire ; that monster of iniquity, has sounded 
his retreat. We have expelled him, or dis- 
missed him, or with the language of indignation 
have pursued him to the gates. He is gone ; 
he is fled ; he has escaped ; he has disappeared. 
That prodigy of wickedness is no longer har- 
boured within the walls which he meant to level 
with the ground. The ringleader of rebellion 

* See Note G, 
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has yielded without resistance. In the field of 
Mars, in the forum, in the senate, his dagger 
will be no longer pointed at our breasts. We 
shall now be safe in our houses. When he left 
the city, he fled from his post. We are now 
at open war with him. When we drove him 
from his secret machinations, we ruined the 
man, and obtained a complete victory. 

What think you are his reflections now ? he 
is gone in misery of heart, lamenting that be did 
not carry with him a poniard stained with blood ; 
that we were able to wrest his sword out of his 
hand ; that he had not time to execute a genersA 
massacre, and leave the city smoking on the 
ground. These were the thoughts that distracted 
him. His cause is ruined ; his hopes are blasted ; 
he looks back to the city of Rome, and with a 
malignant eye surveys the walls which he hoped 
to levd in the dust. But the city has dischai^ed 
a pestilence, and now enjoys her triumph. 

If in this great audience there is a man, who 
feels, as I hope all do, the love of his country 
warm at his heart, and if that person condemns 
my conduct as too remiss, convinced in his own 
mind, that, instead of conniving at the escape of 
a traitor, I ought to have secured his person • 
my answer is, the measure I pursued is not to 
be imputed to me, but to the times. It is true^ 
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that such atrocious guilt deserved the severest 
•sentence ; the practice of our ancestors, the 
spirit of the laws, and the interests of the com- 
monwealth, called aloud for vengeance ; bat if 
Catiline had suffered death, how many do you 
think would have been ready to declare him in* 
nocent ? how many through weakness would 
have espoused his cause; how many through 
wickedness, and with the worst motives, would 
.have stood forth to vindicate his character) and 
pronounce him an injured man ? 

Believe me, my fellow -citizens, that if I had 
reason to think that by Catiline's death I could 
extinguish the flame of civil discord, the traitor 
should not have survived to disturb the com- 
monwealth. Neither the fear of censure, nor a 
regard for my own life, should have restrained 
Ihe hand of justice. In your cause I was will- 
ing to hazard all. But had I acted with due 
rigour, what would have been the consequence? 
The proofs of Catiline's guilt were not before 
you, and, in that case, the malice of my ene- 
mies would have put it out of my power to ar- 
raign his accomplices. At present, things are 
brought to this issue: your enemy has reared 
his standard, and you now may meet him at the 
head of his lines. 

In bis present situation^ he is not in force to 
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give US any kind of alarm ; so far from it, that 
nothing grieves me so much as the slender train 
of followers that attended him. Would he had 
taken with him his whole crew df incendiaries ! 
he has indeed released me from Tongillus, who 
in his youth was the favourite object of his 
master's unnatural passions; he has removed 
Publicius and Munatius, two profligate men, 
whose tavern -bills would have overwhelmed them 
both in ruin. Without disturbing the public 
peace, they might have passed away : but who 
are the men whom he has left in the heart of 
the city ? they are oppressed with a load of 
debts ; and yet how great their influence ! how 
strong their party, and how powerful their con- 
nexions 1 

But, my fellow-citizens, when I consider the 
legions from Gaul, and the levies raised by Quin- 
tus Metellus in the territory of Picenum and the 
adjacent country, the force of the rebels dwindles 
into nothing. Their army consists of men droop- 
ing in years, and driven to despair ; of peasants 
ruined by idleness and debauchery; of a wretched 
crew of bankrupts, who would rather fly from 
their bail than from the camp. To put them to 
the rout, the sword of the Roman legions is by 
no means necessary ; shew them the prsetor's 



I4t SECOND OKATION OF CICElld 

Warranty and that object of terror will disperse 
them alL 

Catiline has taken with him the dregs and re* 
fuse of his party : I wish he had selected the men 
who figure in the forum ; who gather in crowds 
round the senate-houise, and even enter that au* 
gust assembly ; who anoint their persons with 
rich perfumes, and flutter about in purple pride i 
I wish he had led forth all of that descriptioni 
Should they remain here, it is not in the Man-^ 
lian camp that we are to look for our most dan-& 
gerous enemies ; they are here at Rome, in the 
heart of the city ; the deserters from the army 
are the traitors to be dreaded, and the more so^ 
because they know that I am apprised of all their 
motions, and yet abate nothing of their auda^ 
city. I perfectly well know their posts and sta- 
tions ; I know who is to command in Apulia J 
to wiiom Etruria is allotted ; who is to act in the 
territory of Picenum ; who in Cisalpine Gaul ; 
and who are commissioned to lay waste the 
city. These men are aware that I have learned 
by sure intelligence all that passed at their last 
nocturnal meeting. Yesterday I laid open the 
whole conspiracy to the senate: Catiline was 
struck with terror ; he betook himself to flight* 
.Why do his accomplices linger here ? what hope 
can they entertain ? what do they expect ? if 
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they imiagine that the lenity v^hich I have hi* 
therto shewn^ is to govern my future conduct^ 
they will find themselves in a fiital error- 
One main object I had in view^ and in that I 
have succeeded : it is now evident that I have not 
raised a false alarm ; it is evident that a conspi- 
racy was actually formed; it is evident that the 
men who are linked with Catiline in every vice, 
are also leagued with him in his treasonable 
practices. There is now no room for gentle 
measures; the time demands the utnK>st rigour* 
One concession, and one only, I am willing to 
grant to the traitor? still lurking among us ; let 
them follow their leader; let them issue forth 
at once, and not leave their chief to mourn the 
absence of his friends. I will point out the way 
they are to take : their master has chosen the 
Aurelian road ; if they travel with expedition^ 
they will overtake him before night. 

When the city has vomited forth that horde 
of traitors, I shall think the commonwealth re- 
generated : by the expulsion of Catiline alone 
she seemed to recover health and vigour. For 
let me ask, is there a vile flagitious deed of 
which he was not capable ? can the heart of man 
conceive a crime that has not been faiK^iliar to a 
mind like his ? is there in Italy a villain prac- 
tised in the trade of poison ; is there a gladiator. 
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a robber, or a murderer ; is there a parricide, a 
folder of deeds, a notorious cheat, alewdaduU 
terer, a ruffian, or an assassin, with whom that 
monster has not* lived in the closest intimacy ? 
Is there an abandoned strumpet, a corrupter of 
youth, a felon, or a profligate wretch of any 
kind, who has not been his bosom friend? 
What murder has been committed without his 
assistance ? what rape, in which he was not 
either principal or accessary ? who has ever had 
such various talents, so many arts of seduction ? 
He gratified his own unnatural passions, and he 
pimped for his favourites. He inveigled some 
young men by the baits of pleasure, and some 
by the murder of their parents ; ever ready with 
a head to conceive, and a hand to execute any 
mischief. Hence the number of desperate ad- 
venturers, whom in a short time he has mustered 
together, not only from Rome, but from every 
part of Italy. There is not a bankrupt in this 
great city, or throughout the courttry, whom he 
has not drawn into the vortex of his desperate 
politics. 

There never was a character composed of such 
various elements, such opposite and almost in- 
compatible qualities. Choose in the schools and 
public spectacles a gladiator of a bold and daring 
spirit : he is Catiline's intimate friend. Is there 

2 
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on the public stage a comedian of loose and 
profligate manners ? his vices have recommended 
him to the esteem of Catiline. Though dis- 
solved m luxury amidst his scenes of pleasure 
and voluptuous riot, this same man, with won- 
derful patience, could endure hunger and thirsty 
and cold, and midnight vigils. For this bodily 
vigour he has been celebrated by his adherents. 
The truth is, Catiline abused the gifts of na- 
ture : he possessed the powers that lead to in- 
dustry and virtue, but he devoted them to vice 
and in&my. 

If his whole crew had followed him, if Rome 
had disembogued the whole gang, I should then 
have been able to pronounce you free from 
danger, and to enjoy the glory of a fortunate 
consulship. 

But vice has gone on with giant strides ; the 
passions of men know no bounds ; their crimes 
are monstrous, and no longer to be endured. 
They think of nothing but rapine, murder, and 
desolation. They have oxisumed their patri-* 
mony; their fortunes are wasted; they have 
neither money nor credit ; and yet, when the 
means have foiled, they still retain a rage for 
riot and debauchery.- But if debaiKheiy^ and 
the gratification of inordinate desires had be^en 
their only object, they nyjght still deserve some 

I. 
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lenity ; their gaming-tables, their banquets^ and 
their harlots might be in some degree forgiven : 
the men, it is true, would have been lost to 
every virtue, but the commonwealth would have 
been safe. The case is now very difierent : that 
cowards should lie in ambush for the brave; that 
fools should lay snares for the wise and good ; 
that sots and drunkards should plot against the 
sober, and sluggards combine against the vigi- 
lant ; this wlio can bear ? And it is by such des- 
pcable traitors that the cily is thrown into con- 
sternation; by a set of abandoned wretches, loll- 
ing at ease on their convivial couches, caressing 
their strumfiets, intoxicated with liquor, crowned 
with garlands, . sweetened with perfumes, and 
enervated 1^ their vicious pleasures. Men of 
that description take upon them to reform the 
state ; over their cups they disgorge their trea- 
sonable designs, and in bitter execratipns devote 
us all to destruction. 

But their own fate> I trust, is now approach- 
ng : their hour draws nigh, and they will shortly 
pay the forfeit of their crimes. Though my con- 
sulship has not the power to work a reformation, 
yet by exterminating the whole seditious crew I 
shall be able to heal our wounds; and jfrom that 
sora the commonwealth will be revived, not for a 
short int^valy but (or ages to coma% A prospect 
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o{ uninterrupted tranquillity lies before us : no 
foreign nation gives us jealousy ; nor is there a 
king who can venture to stand the hacard of a 
war. By the virtue and warlike genius of one 
ooHimander^ peace is established by sea and land* 
Our only danger is at home ; treason lurks within 
cor walls ; the enemy is in the heart of the city. 
Luxury, villany, and madness^ are the foes we 
are to encounter. In such a war> my fellow* 
citizens^ I ofier to be your leader. The ma- 
lice of desperate men has no terror for me. 
Whatever admits a remedy, my care dfMtll heal 
it. What is unsound shall be cut away, not 
suffered to rankle in the veins of the common* 
wealth. Let our enemies, therefore, depart in 
time ; or, if they will remain among us, let them 
remain in peace. By wilful obstinacy they are 
sure to provoke the vengeance due to their 
crimes. 

It has been said, and you no doubt have heard> 
that Catiline is banished by my order. My an- 
swer is^ if a word from me could bring about 
such an event, I shonkl, without hesitatiofq, 
banish the authors of that report. According 
to them, Catiline is a man of timid modesty ; 
the consul'is voice vw too much for his tender 
frame; he heard the word of command, and 
obtyedit. But bov stands the &a ? Yestttrdi^ 

Is 2 
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morning, having narrowly escaped the danger 
of the assassins, who came to murder me in my 
bed^ I convened the senate hi the temple of Ju- 
piter Stator, and before that august assembly 
laid open the whole conspiracy* Catiline came 
to the meeting : not one senator rose to salute 
him. All eyes were fixed upon him ; all beheld 
him, I will not say, as a bad citizen, but as a 
public enemy, and the worst of traitors. As he 
advanced to take his seat, the principal senators 
rose at once^ and left the benches empty. 

In that moment I rose to speak my sentiments. 
The cruej and overbearing consul, who by a 
single word can send a Roman citizen into exile^ 
addressed himself to Catiline. I asked him^ 
whether he had not held a midnight meeting at 
the house of Marcus Lecca ? Intrepid as he is, 
his courage failed him ; the power of conscience 
was too great ; he made no answer. I proceeded 
to give the Fathers a detail of the facts ; I stated 
the transactions of that night, the places he vi- 
sited^ the buriness reserved for the following 
•night, and the whole plan of his warlike prepa- 
rations. He was abashed, confounded, unable 
to utter a word. I desired to know what de- 
tuned him from the place to which he had lon||p 
since resolved to go ? I told him that I knew 
every circumstafnce ; I knew that he bad sent 
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ferward a quantity of arms, the axis, the &sces, 
trumpets^ colours, and ^ndards, with that silver 
eagle, to which, as to a divinity,^ he had con- 
secrated a place of worship in his house. And 
am I now to be told^ that the man who was 
going to put himself at the head of his rash 
levied numbers, was banished by my order? 
Are we to believe that Manlius^ the centurion, 
who has pitched his camp near Fesute *, has 
presumed in his own name to declare war against 
the Roman people ? are we to believe tiiat Gati-* 
line is not expected in the camp ? are we to sup- 
pose, that, being driven into banishment, the 
unhappy man intends to retire to Marseilles^ and 
there fix his place of residence ? 

In this medley of reports^ what a we^ht of care 
fidls to the lot of him who undertakes to con* 
duct your afiairs ! how hard the task not only 
of guiding the hekn, but, what is more, of pre* 
venting a total wreck I Should Catiline, finding 
himself disabled by my diligence, my councils, 
my unremitting labours, be struck with sudden 
terror, and in that state of mind change his 
puqxMe, abandon his accomplices, and renounce 
his frantic purpose; should he turn from the 
road that leads to the camp, and seek a quiet 

* Fesuls, now Fi€ioU> s city in Tuscany* 
I. 3 
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retreat in some distant place ; what wiH then he 
my situation ? what will be the cry of the day ? 
not that he was disarmed^ defeated, driven to 
despair by my vigilance, my unceasing labours, 
but that an innocent man, unheard and unoon-* 
demned, was hurried into banishment by the ar« 
bitrary will of an imperious consul. Numbers 
will be ready to espouse his cause ; to declare 
that there was no oonspiracy ; to pronounce Ca« 
tiline an innocent, an oppressed, an injured 
Bian, and the consul a cruel and implacable 
tyrant* 

I am prepared, my feUow-citizens, to meet 
this load of calumny ; I can bear it all, if at that 
price I deliver you from the impending danger. 
let it be reported that by my authority he was 
driven into exile : if he goes thither, I am satis* 
fied. But believe me, he hd& no such design. 
For the sake of justifying my conduct, I am in«» 
capable of forming a wish that you may hear of 
Ibim at the head of a rebel army : and yet within 
three days that news wU reach you. It will 
then be jio longer matter of obloquy, that he 
was banished by my order : men will change 
their tone, and ihe reproach will be, that I suf-« 
fered him to escape. 

But since there are those, who in the present 
state of things make an outcry about banish- 

4 
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ment, what would be their Itnguage had Qitiiipe 
been put to death i When they tdi us that he 
18 gone to seek a retreat at Marseilles^ they do 
not believe the story. They speak their feans, 
and not their wishes. In the whole number of 
those who treat his name with so mudi tender^ 
ness, there is not one that would be glad to 
shelter him in safety at Marseilles ; they hope 
to hear of him in the Manlian camp. Even he 
himself, if he had not set out with a premedi-^ 
tated design, would scorn to lead a quiet and 
inglorious life : he would rather die in his vo« 
cation, and perish as a robber and a traitor. 
As matters stand at present, all his projects, ex- 
cept that of general massacre, have succeeded 
to his wish: then why complain that he is 
banished ? that event were the best that could 
happen. 

But enough has been said of a single enemy ; 
an enemy who avows his treason ; an enemy 
whom I no longer dread, for there is a wall be- 
tween us. .There are other enemies who de* 
mand our attention : the concealed enemies, who 
act in disguise, who still lurk in the city, who 
mix in our public meetings ; what shall be said 
of them } To bring them to condign punish- 
ment were an act of justice ; but I wish rather 
to reclaim them from their madness : I would, 
L 4 
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sfposstble^ recall them to a sense of their duty. If 
they will take my advice^ they still may see their 
«nror. IV) this end^ my fellow*citizens^ I will 
give you in the truest colours a picture of the 
men who compose their faction. When they 
have all passed in review before you^ I will then 
point out the cure of their frenzy, and^ to »- 
* force it, will exert my best endeavours. 

The first dass consists of men who are encum- 
bered with debts, but still have vast possessions. 
To exonerate tliemselves, they are not willing to 
aell any part of their lands ; such is the vanity of 
having a lafge estate* In the whole body of dis- 
affected citizens^ these are the men who make 
the most specious appearance ; they are rich, but 
void of principle ; th^ are seditious, and their 
motive is in&moui. Deluded men ! you have 
extensive lands, magnificent villas, £l splendid 
display of plate, a grand retinue^ with all the 
elegances of life ; and will you not sell a part, in 
order to add to your credit ? What are your 
hopes ? what do you expect ? you pant for war 
and civil commotions; and do you imagine, that, 
in a scene of carnage end devastation^ your pos* 
sessions will stand secure } Perhaps a spunge to 
3v{pe away all debts, is what you want ; that you 
will never obtain from Catiline. A law to re* 
gulate matters between debtor and creditor will 
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fiobably be enacted at 'my reoonunendatioo^ but 
it will be. with a clause, directing a sale by auc- 
tion of part o( your estates^ in order to satisfy 
your creditors, fiy this expedient, and this 
only, the men of great possessicms will be saved 
horn ruin. Had they adopted this plan in time^ 
instead of strutting to support a load of incum- 
brances, they would now be richer men and better 
dtizens. But, in &ct, the danger from that 
quartergives me no ala(in ; they may see reason 
to be reconciled to their country ; if not, their 
treason will evaporate in wishes for the success 
of our enemies : they will never venture to ap* 
pear in arms. 

The second class consists of men of ruined 
fortunes, and, at the same time, vast ambition* 
They aim at power, and vainly hope, amidst the 
distractions of their country, to rise to dignities, 
which in quiet Umes are out of their readi. The 
advice which I give to all, is the best these men 
canfolbw : let theni desist from their vain pur- 
suit ; their wishes will never be accomplished* 
My care, my vigilance, my exertions, will frus- 
trate their dark designs. The number of up- 
right citizens now in Rome is a tower of strength ; 
all honest men are^xmibined against them ; one 
mind pervades them all ; they are ready to stand 
forth in .the cause ,of their country — one head^ 
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one hearty one hanjd. We have numerous ar* 
inies in the fieid^ and the gods are on our 
fide« The gods, I trusty the immortal gods 
wili look down propitious on this victorious na* 
tion^ this flourishing empire, this magnificent 
cttyy the capital of the world. And after all, 
if the rebels could carry their point, what do 
these men propose to themselves? Do they 
iiope, from the ashes of the city, and a scene 
of blood and carnage, to spring up oonsuls, 
dictators, or kings ? Have they not the sense to 
see, that, in a convulsion of the state, the su- 
preme authority must vest at last in some up* 
start slave or some abandoned gladiator ? 

A third class is composed of men advanced in 
years, but inured to hardship, and still retaining 
the vigour of robust constitutions. Such is 
Manlius, who now resigns the command of his 
army to Catiline. The colonies, which Sylla 
planted at Fesulaa, are the founders of this race 
©f malcontents ; a rftce, I verily believe, com- 
posed at first of worthy citizens, who were im- 
happily undone by prosperity. They found 
themselves enriched beyond their hopes, and 
soon exhausted their substance in vice and 
prodigality. In their day of weal^ and gran* 
deur they had a taste for building; they adorned 
their villas ; they enlarged their domains ; they 
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Tinade a figure with their train of servants^ with 
their eplendid equipages^ and their carousing 
banquets. By this course of life they involved 
themselves in debt, and now, to relieve their 
wants, they must recall Sylla from his grave. 
These men hope to renew their scenes of plun* 
der, and by magnifioent promises have drawi^ 
over to their party a poor and ignorant rabble 
of deluded peasants. But I warn them not to 
think of dictators and proscriptions. The days 
of Sylla will return no more. In those dis- 
tracted times the commonwealth Med at every 
vein ; her wounds are not yet closed ; and such 
is the impression on the public mind, that an 
attempt to recall those scenes of horror would 
rouse the indignation of all honest men. Tht 
very beasts of the field, I am bold to say, would 
not endure it. 

The fourth class is a motley crew of turbulent 
men, long since undone beyond the reach of 
redemption ; men, who by their folly, by inat* 
tention to their business, and by their extra* 
vaganoe, involved themselves in deep distretS) 
and ndw, grown weary of suits at law, of judg« 
ments and ex^utions, fly from the city, and all 
quarters of the countiy, to find a sanctuary in 
the rebel camp. I cannot call them soldiers ; 
they are bankrupts who have fled from their 
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bail. If they cannot maintain themselves^ let 
them fall victims to their own folly ; but let 
them fall in silence, unknown to the public, 
unfelt by their neighbours. If they cannot live 
in splendour, why sliould they choose to die 
with infamy ? Why should they think it less 
painful to perish amidst heaps of their slaugh- 
tered countrymen^ than to die alone, obscure 
and unlamented ? 

In )bhe fifth class may be reckoned the whole 
tribe of parricides, assassins, common stabbers^ 
and villaihs of every denomination. I do no 
wish to recall them from Catiline's banners; they 
are too closely connected. Let them perish in 
their desperate enterprise : our prisons are not 
Jarge enough to contain them. 

I come in the sixth place to Catiline's fa* 
vourite friends, his select companions. Th^ 
are the last in my list, and for their vices the 
last of mankind. The whole class is easily 
known ; you see them fluttering with their 
hair in ringlets, and their beards, if any they 
have, neatly trimmed; with sleeves to their 
tunics, and, instead of the Roman gown, with 
robes almost transparent. Their lives are spent 
in luxurious indolence; the only fatigue they 
know, is thait of sitting up all night in con- 
vivial riot. In this society are included the 
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whole race of gamblers, sharpers, lewd adul- 
terers, and the profligate of every description. 
Delicate as they are, to love and be loved, to 
dance and sing, is not their only accomplish- 
ment : they know the use of the poniard, and 
th^ can drug the bowl. If this whole crew is 
not exterminated, Catiline will fall in vain ; there 
will be still at Rome a Catilinian seminary. But 
what do these men- intend ? do they mean to 
conduct their harlots to the camp ? In these 
bleak and dreary nights their ladies oiay be 
necessary : without their company the frost and 
snow of the Appenines may be too much for 
delicate constitutions. But, perhaps, they think 
themselves able to endure the rigour of the 
season: they have danced naked at their ca- 
rousing festivals, and by that exercise their 
bodies may be hardened. The war, it must be 
acknowledged, has ia formidable appearance, 
when with such men the commander in chief 
has formed his praetorian band. 

And now, my fellow-citizens, since we see the 
strength of the enemy, let us review the forces 
of the commonwealth, and the garrisons and 
armies which she has ready to take the field 
against CatiHne and his gallant troops. In the 
first place^ oppose your consuls and your gene* 
rals to a maimed, a worn-out, a superannuated 
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gladiator. Drav^ forth your hardy veterans, and 
the flower of Italy, against a wretched crew of 
miserable debtors. Yoii have strong holds and 
fortified municipal towns, while Catiline. must 
take shelter behind his woods, and ramparts of 
sod thrown up in a tumultuary manner. But 
why should I compare your legions and your 
vast resources with the rash levies of a desperate 
adventurer ? We have on our side, the senate, 
the Roman knights, the people of Rome, the 
treasury, the revenues of the state, the hearta 
and hands of all Italy, the provinces, and all 
ftyreign nations : but, waving all these advan^ 
tages, let us attend to the motives that animate 
both parties, and we shall clearly see the abject 
condition of the enemy, and our own supe- 
riority. We have on our side virtue and mo- 
desty ; in the adverse camp they have folly and 
indolence ; here is purity of manners, there the 
yilest profligacy ; here integrity and good faith, 
there fraud and villany ; here piety, there every 
kind of guilt; here constancy and unshaken 
courage, there rage and madness ; on this side 
honour, on that the basest infamy ; here mo- 
deration, there unbridled fury; here equity, 
temperance, fortitude, every virtue, against ini- 
quity, luxury, rashness, and every crime. In 
a word, wealth is at war with poverty ; reason 
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with madness ; wisdom with folly^ and welU 
fbmided hope with deep despair. In such a 
contest^ even if the zeal of man should fail^ 
the immortal gods will interpose^ and hy their 
awful diq)ensation grant to so many virtues a 
decided virtory over such a collection of the 
most detestable vices. 

In this situation of affairs, all that remains on 

your part, my fellow-citizens, is, as I have aU 

ready told you, to watch and guard your own 

habitations. For the peace and good order of 

the city effixtual measures have been already 

taken. The colonies and municipal towns are, 

by ray direction, informed of Catiline's flighty 

and consequently will be on their guard against 

any sudden attack. The Radiators, whom Oi* 

tiline considered as his best soldiers, and firmly 

attached to his interest, shall not be allowed to 

join him. They are honester men, and better 

affected than some patricians whom I could 

name ; but still I think it r^t to watch them 

with a jealous e^^e. Foreseeing many events 

that have occurred, I concerted my measureji 

in time, and sent Quintus Metellus to take 

upon him the command in the territory of 

Pioenum and Cisalpine Gaul. Every thing will 

be secured in that quarter : that officer wilt be 

able either to give the traitor a total overthrow^ 
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or to watch his motions, and to counteract all 
his attempts. And now, in order to arranged 
and expedite whatever may be necessary, I am 
going to confer with the conscript Fathers, who, 
as you perceive, are already assembling. 

With regard to the men whom Catiline has 
left behind him, enlarged with the execution of 
his hdrrid purpose, though they are now per- 
nicious traitors, yet since they were bom dti- 
zens of Rome, they have been hitherto treated 
with lenity. I have given them my best ad- 
vice, and am still willing to repeat it. The 
moderation with which I have acted, I know 
has been censured as weakness on my part ; but 
I would have those men understand, that what 
may have seemed remissness, was policy in dis- 
guise, and had for its object a full discovery of 
the whole conspiracy. But there is now no 
time to be lost ; I neither can nor will forget 
that this is my country ; that I am your con* 
9ul> and that I must either live with you, my 
fellow^dtizens, or perish in your cause. No 
sentinel is stationed at the gates ; no guard is 
placed in ambush on the high roads ; all who 
choose to withdraw themselves may go unmo« 
lested : but . if I find the smallest stir in the 
city ; if an attempt is made against the public 
peace ; the authcwr of the first commotion shall 



know to his cost that Rome \b pravided with 
vigilant and active conaik ; with upright ma^ 
gistnites ; with a firm and vigorooa senate : it 
shall then be kaown^ that we have a msffident 
force under arma^ and a jaal provided by oar 
ancestors for the punishment of detected gu3t« 

In the conduct of this business^ idy, mj 
fellow-citizens^ upon my care : no tumuk, bo 
alarm^ shall be excited. The most important 
meaanres shall be executed with perfect tnt^ 
()uillity ; the greatest dangers shall be repelled 
without noise or uproar ; an intestiiie war^ the 
most horrible that ever happened in the me^ 
SBory of man> shall be ended by a city magie^ 
trate^^ by your consul in his gown, i will far* 
tber add^ that if I am able to acoompUsh my 
own design^ not one of the guilty shall suffer^ 
within the {Mrecinct of the city^ the punishment 
due to his crimes. But should any men be 
hardy enough to provoke bis hte; should the 
magnitude of the danger press too strongly, I 
shall then renounce all lenient measures ; but i 
still promise youj however difficult it may be 
in a conspiracy so foul and dangerous, that not 
one honest citizen shall be injured. By the 
punishment of a few, sit shall be saved from 
destruction. 

When I make these ample promises, I do 

M 
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not rdy on the prudence of my own ^dminis- 
trstion> nor on the wisdom of human coundls ; 
I rely on the protection of the immortal gods, 
who, by unerring sigoals, have declared their 
awful dispensations. Their gracious providence 
has guided all my measures, and now inspires 
me with becoming confidence. The gods assist 
us, not, as formerly, at a distance, when we 
were engaged with foreign enemies ; they are 
present ; they watch over the city ; they hover 
over their temples ; they protect your buildings 
and your houses. 

It is therefore now your duty, my fellow-ci- 
tizens^ to offer up your homage, and with 
prayers and humble supplications to implore the 
holy powers above^ since it was their vol! to 
make Rome the most grand and flourishing 
city in the known world ; since they have ena- 
bled us to subdue our enemies by land and sea, 
that they may now protect their own holy work 
from the sacrilegious hands of cruel and unna- 
tural citizens. 
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This day^ my fellow-citizens^ this very day 
beholds you sJI in a state of perfect safety : 
this day beholds the commonwealth, your lives 
and liberties, your houses and your effectSj 
your wives and children, delivered from im- 
pending ruin. This flourishing city, the seat 
of empire^ snatched, as I may say, from sword 
and fire, is now restored to you by the special 
protection of the immortal gods, and, under 
their guardian care, by the labours, the vigi- 
lance, and the councils, which, at the peril of 
my life, I have exerted in your service. 
From this event you will reckon as from a 

« See Note H. 

M 2 



l64 THIAD ORATION OP CICERO 

new SBTB, ; for it is undoubtedly true^ that the 
day on which we are rescued from calamity, is 
more dear and precious than the day of our 
birth : we l(eel pur preaervatipn. with joy and 
gratitude^ but we come into the world upon 
precarious and unoeitAiii terms; we are bom 
without any sense of the advantage, but we 
are saved.when we know the value of the bless- 
ing ; we enjoy it, we reflect upon it with ^delight 
and mptoaft. Our anoestors, aetii^ 6om mo- 
tives of love and gmtitude> assigned to Romu- 
lus^ the founder of the city, a place among the 
immortal gods ; and will it be too much, if I 
presume to hope, that he who saved that city 
in all its pride apd grandeur, iqfty be hoaouj^ed 
with applausp by the present age, and remem- 
bered widi gratitude by posterity ? The fjaoies 
that threatened to involve in one general con- 
flagration the domes and temples, the walla and 
buildings of this imperial city, I can say with 
truth, have been ejttinguished by me ; the 
swords that were drawn against the commiOn- 
wealth, have bqen wrested from the hands of 
desperate m^P ; ^ind the dagger that wa$ pointed 
at your throats is now bliyinjt and useless.. 

The particulars of this horrible qpQSpiracy 
have been laid before the senate* It is now fit 
that I explain to ytw Imw tho^plot was brought • 



ta Ught^ and hy wluit prooft established beyond 
the possibiUty xff a doubt. Your impatience to 
know the whole is natural ; I vn^ endeavour^ 
tfierefora, to pre fo« n aaccinot but full detml. 
Yon will then be able to jVKlge of the mag- 
nitade of tlie danger> teid the «^dMoe t}iat 
lays open m ^cene of the bhdteat vSlafiy . 

In the first plaoe, when I compelled CatHhie 
to leave the city (I «dy eoftipiSled him^ for lata 
net now afraid of wing the e^Kpression ; t ttb 
more afraid of cenrare for having ^oi(kttd hiita 
to depsfrt flSive)<^lMit I i^^peat my worda^ when 
I oompeled him to leave the city, I had no 
doubt but his confedet-ttes would foHow ium ; 
or, )f they remained beMnd, t was "sure that^ 
M tfasebsehce of theit chi«f> tkeh- efforts wtsftitd 
be vreak and ifieifecitud. I Wafis in aome aott 
diMppointed ; t)ie worst tfnd vitest of his train 
continued to lurk among u»; The ttiHe WAa 
big with danger : I reitiidned like a sehtinel hf, 
Mb post ; t wMched the motions of the con- 
qiiralors, Md night And day ei^erted my titmost 
dSbrts to pki sure inteiligehoe of &eir actions, 
md to WMvel their dark desi^. Withdttt 
proof of their guilty I knfew that all I touM 
aay would make m itfipre^rfon ; thie mi^ttude 
of the crime surpassed all belief; but the trea- 
son is now unmasked $ it is detected } it is con- 
ic 3 
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finned by undoubtied evidence ; the danger is 
manifest^ and to provide against it is your bu- 
siness and your duty. 

The steps that led to a full discovery were 
these : being informed that Lentulus had been 
tampering with the Allobrogian deputies ^^ in 
order to excite commotions in Gaul, and in- 
volve us in a Transalpitie war ; and having fur- 
ther learned, that those deputies, on their way 
to their own country, were to have a confer- 
ence with Qitiline, in order to ratify the treaty; 
and that Volturcius, a man intrusted with let- 
ters and instructions for Catiline, was to conduct 
them to the meeting : I then conceived that 
what I had often devoutly requested of the! 
gods was at length in my power. I seized the 
opportunity to collect such undeniable facts, as 
would not only satisfy myself, but also, place 
the conspiracy in the clearest light before the 
senate and the people of Rome* 

With that intent I yesterday sent for the 
praetors, Lucius Flaccus and Caius Pompttinus, 
two excellent citizens; both distinguished by 
their courage and their zeal in the cause of their 
country. I held a confereooe with them ; I 
explained my design; they undertook to execute 

«8eeNoteX, 
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it. Towards the close of day they set out with 
secrecy for the Milvian bridge *. At that place 
they divided their force^ and placed their men 
in ambush on each side of the Tiber. They 
had with them a strong and resolute party : 
they were reinforced, by my orders, from the 
district of Reate, by a band of brave young 
men, whom I have often employed in sudden 
exigencies. About the end of the third watch, 
the AUobrogian deputies, with a train of attend- 
ants, appeared on the bridge. Volturcius was 
their guide. They were attacked without de- 
lay ; swords were drawn on both sides, and a 
conflict began, when the two praetors, who 
alone were intrusted with the secret, shewed 
themselves at the head of their men. The 
combat ceased ; the letters, with the seals un- 
broken, were delivered to Flaccus and Pompti- 
nus ; the deputies were seized, and at the dawn 
of day conducted to my house. 

As soon as they arrived, I sent to Gabinius, 
that busy agent in this scene of iniquity, and 
desired to see him, ignorant and unsuspecting, 
before he could hear what had happened. I 
likewise invited Lucius Statilius, Cethegus, and 
Lentttlus. The two first caxhe without delay, 

• Sea Note K. 
M i 
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but Lentultie was sbw find lazy ; most probably^ 
because he had been up the greater part of 
the nighty not indeed engaged in his usual 
loanfter, but busy in writing letters and sending 
dispatches to his friends. 

In a short time afterwards^ sevwal eminent 
ai!id illustnous citizens^ who had heard the news, 
paid me a morning visit. They were aH of 
opinion that it wouM be right to open the let- 
ters^ and be sure of the contents^ before I 
produced them to the senate. If nothing of 
moment appeared^ (hey thought the city ought 
not to be alarmed. I did not comply with their 
advice. In a crisis of public danger, it appeared 
to me that all documents ought to be, in the 
first instance, examined by the great council 
of the state. Should my intelligence want con- 
firmation, even in that case I saw no reason to 
apprehend, that care and diligence in such a 
conjuncture would be liable to reproach. I de- 
termined, therefore, to convene Ae senate. 
The Fathers, as you might observe, came to a 
full meeting. In the mean time, by the advice 
of the deputies fi^m Gaul, I sent that excellent 
man, Caius Sulpidus, the prsetor, to search the 
house of Ceth^gus, and bring away all the 
arms he could find. He seized a quantity of 
swords and daggers. 
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Vohurcius was tl^ fint witness whom I cited 
to the bar of the senate. The Gauls were not 
then called in. By order of the Fathers^ I in- 
formed Volturctus that he might rely on the 
public faitfa^ and with perfect security dtsdose 
all he knew. The man was covered with con- 
fusion ; but as soon as he was able to collect 
himsdf^ he confessed that he had letters from 
JLientulus to Cktiline^ and also verbal instruc* 
tions^ urging the rebel chief to arm the shv«8, 
and advance by rapid marches to the gates of 
the city^ to the end, that when the omflagra* 
tion and a general massacre began^ accorcKng Co 
the plan that had been settled, he might be on 
the q[>ot to intercept aU who endeavoured to save 
themselves by flight, and co-operate with his 
brave associates within the walls of Rome. 

The Gauls were then introduced and ex* 
amiried. They informed the house, that Len« 
tultis, Cethegus, and Statilius bound themselves 
by an oath to perform their eng2^;ement, and 
at the same thne charged them with letters to 
the Allobrogtan state. They added, that the 
tiiree conspirators aheady mentioned, with the 
conc ur rence of Lucius Cassius, their associate, 
fequired a body of cavaixy to be sent without de« 
lay into Italy, where they would find the in- 
fantry in force, to support them. Lentulus, 
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they further told us, confiding in certain Sibyl* 
line predictton83 and the responses of augurs ^, 
did not scruple to assure them^ that he was the 
third Cornelius destined to be the sovereign of 
Rome, the prophecy being Already verified in 
the persons of Cornelius Cinna and Cornelius 
Sylla. They added, that Lentulus declared that . 
this year, the tenth from the acquittal of the 
vestal virgins, and the twentieth from the burn- 
ing of the Capitol, would be the last of the 
commonwealth. It appeared by the testimony 
of the same witnesses, that there had been a 
difference of opinion between the conspirators^ 
about fixing a day for the execution of their 
horrible design : Lentulus and his partisans de-. 
clatrod for the Saturnalian festival ; but to the 
impatient spirit of Cethegus the interval seemed 
to be Ipss of timej and cold delay. 

And now, my fellow-<:itjzens, to avoid too 
minute a detail, I ordered the letters to be pro- 
duced in regular order, as they were delivered 
by the respective writers. To Cethegus I 
shewed his own seal ; he acknowledged it. I 
opened the packet, and read the letter. It was 
in his own hand-writing, directed to the senate 
wd people of the AUobrogian state, assuring 

• See Note L. 
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them that he would faithfully perform all bis 
engagements, and, in return, requesting that 
they Would carry into execution what had been 
promised by their deputies. This made an im-* 
pression on Cethegus : he had endeavoured at 
first to varnish over the afiiur of the daggers 
found in his house: his answer was^ that he had 
been always curious in the article of good blades 
and well-wrought weapons. Upon hearing his 
letter read, he looked abashed, confounded, and 
dejected ; his conscience reproached him in* 
wardly ; his heart &iled hini ; he was not able 
to utter a word* 

Statilius was the next that appeared : he ac- 
knowledged his hand-writing and his seal. His 
letter was read, in substance the same as the 
former : he confessed the whole. 

I then addressed myself to Lentulus: I shewed 
him his packet, and asked him if he knew the 
seal ? He owned it to be his. You may well 
acknowledge it, I told him ; it is a well-known 
seal, the head of your grandfather, that illus- 
trious Roman, whose ruling passion was the love 
of his country. That image, mute as it is, 
ought to have deterred you from so black a 
orime. His letter to the .Transalpine state was 
then read : I asked him what he had to say in 
bis d^ence ? He insisted on his innocence ; but 
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iifiding himadf pmssed by ihe weight of evi- 
dence^ he rose on n sadden^ and asked the Ai- 
lobrqgittis, *what conoern he had with them ? 
aad^ wlaat business brought them to his house ? 
He put the same quei^ion to Volturoius^ The 
•deputies^ in a tone of iirmness^ told Inm stt 
wlnose request, and on what business, diey had 
Veen frequently eit bts house. In their turn, 
they desired to know, wtiether be had not 
boafitod of his vast eaqpectotioas from the pro- 
Bttse of the Scbytiine Grade? That question 
touclKd him to the quick ; and then was seen 
the power of conscience over a ga&tf cnind ; he 
joight hwe denied the diarge, but, to the sur- 
frisecf t^elvhole assembly ^-fae adcnowiedged it. 
His talents, and his ususil 4ow of wwds, deserted 
him at his utmost need, Even fais usual efton- 
tory, unequnUed bs k was, vSbrded him no 
fdief : he sunk tmder the weight of detected 

pat. 

Vbitiarctus, in that m&tmut, tatied fot the 
letter wdttch he had received £rom Lentuius to 
he delivered toCMiiine, and desired t^t it might 
be read. Lentohis seemed thtrnderiftnidt by 
this uneapeoted demand, and in his cbtdusion 
owned both his faand-wri ting and his teal. Ko 
joame was subscribed : the letter was in these 
words :-*-" iFk& I ttm tfmt now write to ymi. 
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yen mill kwnu from the bearer. Semember ihu 
tfour affairs are wm brought to a crim^ and 
nwer forget what becomes a man, of vaUmr. 
Consider well your resources ; avail yourself qf 
ail whom you can allure to your standard^ and d9 
not despise the assistance of the meanest.^ 

Gabiiiiud \7a8 the \ss^ in order : he $«t ogt 
with undauated assurance, hut in the end oamr 
finned all that had been stated by the AUch 
brogians. 

And thosi, my fellow-citizens^ the proofii 
against these men rise to deoionslntioo ; their, 
ktters, their hand-writing, their seala» their 
own coniessk>Bi all things conspire to establish 
their guilt: mdyet to my apprebeneioa them 
were ctreumatances still more convincing: tha 
looks of the men, their dbange of colour, the 
cast of th^ir eyes, their air and mien, and tbeic 
sullen silence, deposed agjainst them. Their 
e)es were rivetted to the ground, except when 
raised at intervals to survey eaph other with thei 
^ttc^n ^noe of natural guilt. Under aU those 
pnanifest symptoms, they had not the appear^ 
ance of men bf ought to their trial qd the testi* 
iDony of others ; they looked like traitors to 
tbemsflvea* 

The fiKts being thus laid open, andckasdy. 
proyed, I tlraught it. time to movetho Fathers 

4 
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to take the state of the commonwealtli into con-* 
sideration^ and form a resolution suited to so 
dang^ous a crisis. The principal senators spoke 
their minds with a degree of enei^ that did 
them honour. They recommended vigorous 
measures, and their advice, without variation 
or amendment, was unanimously adopted. The 
decree is not yet drawn up in form, but from 
my memory I will undertake to state it with 
precision. In the first place, they passed a vote 
of thanks, in terms highly flattering, to the 
consul, who by his diligence, his counsels, ^nd 
his public virtue, saved the commonwealth from 
ruin. Honourable mention was also m^e of 
the two pra&tors, Raccus and Pomptinus, who 
executed their commission with alacrity and vi- 
gour. Antonius, my colleague in office, was 
also commended for the service he had done, 
by removing from his presence, and from the 
public councils, all suspected persons. The de* 
cree further enacts, that Lentulus, after abdi- 
cating the office of praetor, should be committed 
to safe custody ; and that the like care should 
be taken of Cethegus, Statilius, and Gabinius, 
who were all three present at the debate. The 
same sentence was pronounced against Lucius 
Cassius, whose madness prompted him to so- 
licit and undertake the charge of setting fire to 
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the city; against Marcus Cseparius^ who was 
commissioned to raise an insurrection in Apulia; 
against PubliusFurius^ one of the colony planted 
by Sylla at Faesulae ; against Quintus Manlius 
ChilOy who^ in concert with Furius, had nego* 
tiated with the Gauls ; and finally^ agamstPub* 
lius Umbranus^ an enfranchised slave^ who, as 
appeared in evidence, was the person that 
brought the Gallic deputies to their first inter* 
view with Gabinius. In the whole of these pro- 
ceedings, the lenity of the senate is remarkable. 
The Fathers knew that the number of our in* 
temal enemies is great, but they were willing to 
hope, by letting their weight fall on no more 
than nine, that the example may operate on the 
minds of the rest, and by consequence extin- 
guish the rebellion. 

To all these salutary regulations the Fathers 
added a clause, ordaining public vows and thanks 
to the immortal gods for their gracious care of 
the commonwealth. Upon this occasion they 
did me particular honour ; an honour, I believe, 
before this time granted to none but military 
commanders, and never to a civil magistrate in 
his gown. The words of the decree are, " That 
a public supplication shall be offered to the gods 
m my name, because I had rescued the city from 
devouring flames^ the citizens from a general 
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viassacre, atid Jtafyfrom the calamities of war.'' 
It will occur to youj my fellow-citizens^ that 
^& distinguished honour was^ on former oeca- 
gions^ conferred on men^ who with virtue and 
integrity had governed the state ; at present it is 
granted for saving it. 

The next care of the senate was, to take a 
preliminary stefx,, which appeared to he necessary^ 
9nd to require their immediate attention. Ac* 
cordingly^ Lentulus, who, on full praof and his 
own confession, was adjudged to have forfealed 
the praeiorship and the rights of a Roman citi* 
zmi» was obliged to abdicate his office. The 
point and spirit of this proceeding was, to shew 
that the Fathers acted with more caution than 
Caiua Marius, who did not scruple to destroy. 
Caius Glaucia, the praetor, though neither a 
decree nor a judicial sentence had been pro- 
nounced against him. Marius. punished a Ro^ 
man magistrate: I^entulus is reduced to the 
condition of a private man, and we have na 
1^^ objection to embarrass us. 

Aoid now, my fellow-citizens, since the leaders 
in this horrible treason are in safe custody, we 
may rest assured that the danger is over^ and 
that Catiline: will shortly find aU his resources 
cut off, and all his hopes utterly de f eated^ 
This was the grand ol^t. of all mj^ laboucSi. I 
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concluded^ that^ as soon as Catiline was exter- 
minated^ I should then have nothing to fear 
from the lethargic torpor of Lentulus, the un- 
wieldy corpulence of Cassius, or the headlong 
rashness of Cethegus. Their chief indeed was 
to he dreaded. Of all his crew, he, and he 
only, could keep us in a constant alarm ; but that 
only while he remained within our walls : he 
knew every thing that passed ; he had access 
to all descriptions of men ; he could tempt, in- 
vite, solicit, and inveigle, all whom he thought 
fit for his purposes ; and what he could he dared ; 
he had a head to contrive, a tongue to per- 
suade, and a hand to execute. He had the 
exact measure of every man's abilities, and could 
assign to each his proper station. He thought 
nothing done, because he had given his orders ; 
he was sure to follow his blow ; he acted in per- 
son ; he watched, he laboured, he saw every 
thing executed ; active, vigilant, inde&tigable, 
and, to a degree almost incredible, patient of 
cold, and thirst, and hunger. 

Such was the man r and if, with all his va- 
rious talents, his subtle craft, his active spirit, 
and his genius for mischief, he has not been 
driven from his post, and forced into open re- 
bellion, I do not think (I speak my mind with 
freedom) that I should have been able to avert 

N 
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the impending storm : I should, at least, have 
found it a difficult task. Catiline would not 
have deferred the execution of his plot to so dis^ 
tant a time as the Saturnalia ; his fatal day would 
not hav^ been known so long beforehand ; hi^ 
seal would not have been produced ; nor would 
he have suffered letters in his own hand-writing 
to give evidence against him% In his absence 
all this had been effected : no robbery in a pri- 
vate house was ever brought to light upon such 
clear, such convincing evidence as this detest^r 
able conspiracy. 

Had Catiline remained at Rome till this day^ 
though it is true that I have been able, even 
while he staid among us, to make head against 
him, and to counteract his measures, yet I can- 
not help saying, that the struggle would have 
been attended with difficulties almost insur- 
mountable. The coipmonwealth, in that case^ 
would have harboured a bosom-traitor, and the 
convulsion that threatened the state would not 
have been prevented with so much ease and 
tranquillity as we now enjoy. 

But the merit of these transactions is not to 
be ascribed to me. The immortal gods directed 
all my ways : I was an instrument in their hands. 
In a crisis big with da^ger^ human wisdom wsm 
not equal to the task. A special Providence in* 

4 
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teq)Qsed in our &vour, and with such manifest 
aignSy that the gods have been almost visible 
to mortal eyes. To say nothing of streams of 
light in the west, of the broad efHilgenoe of the 
heavens, of the thunder that shook the firma* 
ment, and the earthquake that followed, with 
all the prodigies that happened during my con- 
sulshipi as if they were the voice of the immor- 
tal gods revealing with awful denunciation the 
whole train of recent events ; I say, my fellow- 
citizens, though I omit these wonderful occur- 
rences, there is still a fact^ which demands your 
serious attention. 

You may remember, during the consulship of 
Cotta and Torquatus, the towers of the capitol 
struck down by lightning, the images of the 
gods dashed on the ground, the statues of an* 
cient worthies hurled from their base, and the 
brazen tables, on which the laws were engraved^ 
reduced to a state of liquefaction. At the same 
time, the statue of Romulus, the founder of 
our city, was touched by celestial fire. That 
statue, as we all remember, stood in the capi- 
tol : it represented our ancient hero in the atti- 
tude of drawing nourishment from the dugs of 
a wolf. Upon that occasion the soothsayers were 
summoned from Etruria. According to them, 
the several prodigies denounced fire and slaugh- 

N 2 
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ter, the total overthrow of the laws, civil dis« 
cord, and all the calamities of war^ with the 
utter ruin of the commonwealth, unless the 
gods, appeased by prayer and public devotion, 
should be graciously pleased to extend their 
mercy to the Roman empire, and suspend the 
decrees of fate. In obedience to the augurs, 
solemn games were instituted for the space of 
ten days successively. No religious ceremony 
was omitted. The same interpreters of the will 
of Heaven gave directions, that a statue of Ju- 
piter, of a larger size than the former, should 
be erected in some conspicuous place, in a po- 
sition contrary to the last, with its face turned 
towards the east ; and if it was so situated, that 
it might at once behold the rising sun, the fo- 
rum, and the senate-house, they further de- 
clared, that the machinations of internal enemies 
would be laid open to theFathers, and the whole 
body of the people. In conformity to this ad- 
vice, the consuls of that period gave orders to 
have the statue prepared ; but the work pro- 
ceeded by such slow degrees, that it was not 
erected till this very day. 

And now let me ask, is there a man s6 deaf 
to reason, so blind to truth, so obstinate in er- 
ror, as not to acknowledge, that this universal 
frame, and^ in particular, this magnificent city. 



AGAINST CATILIKS. 181 

are not under the special care and the moral 
government of the gods ? For let it be observed^ 
that when the Etrurian soothsayers denounced 
conflagration and massacre, it was not believed 
that there existed Roman citizens capable of so 
vile a treason. The enormity of the crime ren- 
dered the prediction altogether incredible. But 
now, what shall we say, when we see the plot 
not only formed, but well nigh accomplished ? 
when we reflect, that this morning, as the pri- 
soners passed over the forum in their way to the 
Temple of G}ncord, the new statue was erected 
in that very moment ? The hand of Jupiter, 
supreme of gods, is manifest in this transaction. 
The prophecy was then fulfilled; the statue 
surveyed the forum and the senate-house, and^ 
that being accomplished, the conspirators were 
Arraigned, convicted, and ordered into custody. 

Things standing thus, what punishment can 
be too heavy for the unnatural traitors, who 
combined in an impious league to deluge the 
city with blood, and set fire to the domes and 
temples of the immortal gods ? As to myself^ 
can I daim the glory of this astonishing dis- 
covery ? No, my fellow-citizens, it were the 
height of presumption. It was the all-govern- 
ing Mind, it waa Jupiter himself, that brought 
iibout this wonderful event. He saved the ca- 

N 3 
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pitol ; he defended his own altars and temples ; 
he protected this great and flourishing city ; fie 
shielded us all from ruin and destructibn. It 
was the divine will that guided all my counsels, , 
inspired me with resolution, and furnished me 
with decisive evidence against the male&ctors. 

If we attend for a moment to the negotiation 
with the deputies from Gaul, the finger of Pro-' 
vidence is visiblle in all that has happened : for, 
if Lentulus and his faction l)ad not been by a 
visitation from the gods deprived of all sense and 
reason, is it in the nature of things, that, in a 
business of such importance, they would have 
committed theneiselves to strangers and barba- 
rians ? wbuld they have hazarded their letters in 
such haiidB? And ^gain, what could induce 
those foreign delegates, the subjects of a dis*- 
ai^ted nation, of the only state that has the 
power, and, perhaps, the inclination to declare 
war against us ; what, I say, oodd pi-eviul on 
them to change thei;- minds so.suddeniy ? What 
could induce them to prefer the safety o( Rome 
to the promise of liberty and independence, with 
which they were flattered by men of patrician 
rank ? This was the immediate influence of the' 
gods. To conquer the commonwealth, the Ai- 
lobroginns had no occasion to undertabe ft war: 
tlieir ailtoce would have ruined us. 



AGAINST CATXLIKE. l88 

For these reasons, my fettow-citi^ens, since 
▼ows and supplications are by a decree of the 
senate to be offered up at all the shrines and 
altars of the city, go with your wives and chil- 
dren to the ^several temples, and with becoming 
ardour celebrate your present felicity. Your 
homage has been often due to the gods, but 
never so justly as in the present juncture. You 
have been saved miraculously, without an army, 
without bloodshed, and without a battle. You 
fcave had no occasion to change your gowns for 
the military dress ; you have had no general but 
your consul in his robes of peace ; and yet you 
have triumphed over your enemies. 

The danger from'which you have been rescued 
will be seen in its true colours, if we compare 
it with former civil commotions. I will not 
dwell on those which happened before your time; 
but let us call to mind the troubles which we 
all have seen, and have reason to remember. 
Ludus Sylla cut ofFPublius Sulpicius ; he exter- 
fnkiated Caius M^rius, who had been the prO'* 
tector of the city ; and by his orders numbers of 
eminent men were either massacred or driven 
into banishrtient. Cneius Octavius, the consul, 
was at the head of a powerful faction* He ex- 
pelled his colleague, Cornelius Cinna, by force 
of arms. In that dreadful commotion^ the 

N 4 
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place where we now are assembled^ was deluged 
with bloody and covered .with mangled bodies. 
Cinna^ supported by Marius^ conquered in his 
turn. The best blood in Rome was spilt on 
that occasion, and the first ornaments of the 
city fell in the general carnage. Sylla, in a 
abort time afterwards, gained a complete vic- 
tory, and had his measure of revenge. The 
horrors of those times may be passed by in si- 
lence; they need no description. Fierce dissen- 
sions broke out between Marcus Lepidus and 
that illustrious Roman, Quintus Catulus. The 
former was defeated : he was a man that might 
be spared ; but his friends who perished with 
him were a public loss. 

In all these convulsions, what was the object 
of the contending factions ? They wished to alter 
the government, not to destroy it. It was by 
210 means the principle of the leading men that 
there should be no constitution ; they aspired to 
be at the head of the state, the rulers of the 
commonwealth. They had no design to fire 
the city ; they desired to be masters of it* In 
all those distracted times, it is remarkable, that 
the contest was never ended by a compromise 
between the parties ; it was decided sword in 
hand by the blood and slaughter of the people. 
The present war cannot be paralleled in the an- 
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nals of the world ; it is horrible in its nature^ 
and even among barbarians never equalled. In 
this war Catiline^ Lentulus^ Cassius, and Cethe* 
gus^ act on a new principle ; they mean to be 
guided by their own laws ; and by their laws, all 
good citizens who wished well to the constitu- 
tion of their country, were to be deemed ene- 
mies, and put to the sword. In this war, none 
but those who escaped from the assassin's dag- 
ger, were to be left alive ; no part of Rome, ex- 
cept what was not devoured by the raging fire^ 
was to be left standing ; and yet against such a 
combination of enemies it has been my good 
fortune to protect the city of Rome, and to 
save you, your wives and children, from de- 
struction. 

For these services, the only favour I request 
of you, my fellow^citizens, is, that this day may 
stand recorded in your memory. I ask no other 
honour ; that to me will be the best reward, the 
brightest recompense of virtue, the truest monu- 
ment of glory. Your hearts are the temples in 
which I wish to erect all my titles of honour, all 
my ensigns of triumph, all my trophies of vic- 
tory. 1 want no silent statues, no inanimate 
figures : those vain memorials, which are often 
obtained^ and not always deserved, I resign to 
others* Mute and insensible matter has nQ 
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channs for me. Your kind remetnbrance will 
give a lustre to my actions ; your discourse will 
be the voice of fame; your annals will consign 
my name to the latest posterity. One and the 
same day will make the Roman peofJe and my 
consulship . immortal. Ages yet unborn * will 
hear with pleasure^ that the commonwealth 
had, at one period, two contemporary citizens ; 
one of them destined to make the drcuit of the 
sun the boundary of empire ; the other, to pre* 
serve the capitol of the Roman world. 

It remains to be observed to you, that the 
part which I have acted in quelling this intestine 
war, is very different from the lot of the general 
who commands your armies abroad. When a 
foreign war is ended, the officer leaves his ene- 
mies either slain or subdued : I must live in the 
thick of those whose dark designs I have defeat* 
ed. Your generals reap the fruit of their con- 
quest ; that I may not suffer by the victory I 
have obtained, it will be yours, my lellow*<iti- 
«ens, to provide by your esteem and benevo- 
knce. By my unwearied diligence your enemies 
are crushed ; that their malice may never re- 
vive against me, you, I trust, will take sufficient 
care. 

But the danger is not great: the friendship 
e( good and honourable men i» a certain shieldi 
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Mid with tiiat I am provided. The attdiority if 
government will be on my side. £veii th6 woriit 
and most abandoned men are nnder the eoiii- 
trol of their dwn inward conscience ; if, bent im 
mischief^ they endeavour to emancipate theoH 
selves, and aim their blow at me, they w31 firid 
to their cost that they are their own enemita. 
BesidesdiiB^ I have resources hifnyownbrsaat: 
the courage that inspires, animates, and invigi»- 
rates my conduct, will never shrink from the me- 
naces of desperate men ; on the contrary, I am 
willing to be at open war with the whole raoe of 
fcmidoas eitiisens. 

But after all, ^liould the malioe of traitors, 
whom I luve encotmtered in your Jost delbicd, 
collect its scattered sphnt, and fall wtl^ united 
foroe on me alone, it will then be for you, my 
fidow-citiaena, to consider what must be the 
condition of the generotts patriot who umf 
henesAer expose himself to danger on ynr 
account. 

For myself, what further advantage in life 
can I now expect or desire ? There is no promo- 
tion, no dignity, no reward of virtue to exalt 
me above the glory of this day. My ambition 
is satisfied. All that remains on my part, is to 
take due care that the rest of my life may corre- 
spond with the whole tenour of my consulship. 
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V the honour acquired by saving my country 
diould hereafker give umbrage to iU*designing 
men, their envenomed rancour will disgrace 
themselves^ and add new lustre to my name. 
As a private citizen^ I shall remember the con* 
duct I have held ; and it shall be the study of 
aiy life to prove^ that my actions did not spring 
from chance^ but flowed from an inward source 
of virtue and public spirit. 

And now^ my fellow-citizens, since the day is 
dosing fast^ it will become you to ofi^r up your 
grateful homage to Jupiter^ the guardian god of 
this splendid city. As soon as ' you have per- 
formed that act of piety, retire to your respec- 
tive dwellings, and there, though the danger is 
now averted, keep guard, and watch with as 
much diligence as you did on the preceding 
night. That the same fatigue may be no longer 
necessary, and that you may for the future Jive 
in perfect security, shall be my unceasing core. 
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AQAINST 



CATILINE. 

SPOKEN IN THE SENATE, 5TH DECEMBSX, 

A. u. c. 6qo *. 



I 8BB9 conscript Fathers, 9U your looks directed 
this way, and every eye fixed on me. I see the 
deep concern which you all feel for the state of 
your country, and^ even when the danger shall 
be removed, I read in all your countenances the 
kind anxiety with which you are impressed on 
my account. Your generous friendship touches 
me nearly, and, in this important moment, ad* 
ministers the most pleasing consolation. But I 
conjure you, waste not a thought on me ; for- 
get my interest, and think only for yourselves, 
your wives and children. 
As to myself^ if the terms on which I hold 

« SeeNoteM. 
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the consular dignity, require' that I should 
drink the cup of bitterness ; if I am doomed to 
undergo toil and vexation> pain and peril, I am 
prepared to meet the worst adversity that can 
bdfal me. In your defence I am ready to en- 
dure the worst distress, not only with courage, 
but with alacrity and pleasure ; and if by my 
unwearied labours I am able to restore the dig- 
nity of the commonwealth, and the safety of the 
people, I desire no other recompense. 

In me, conscript Fathers, you behold a con- 
sul, who in the whole course of his administra- 
tion has known no place of rest : not even the 
forum, surrounded as it is by the tribunals of 
justice ; not the 6e\d of Mars, though oouse- 
cnted by religious auspices; not the senate, 
where all nations meet with protection ; not my 
•wn house, which in common with others 
ought to be a safe retreat, nor even my bed, 
tfie refuge c^ weary nature ; in a word, not this 
eurule chair, the seat of the highest civil ho- 
Rour, has been free from insidious designs against 
my Ufe. 

In that whole time, I have persevered with 
patience and with firmness : 1 have concealed a 
great deal ; I have made concessions to many ; I 
have found a lenitive for your afflictions, and 
none for my own. But I am satisfied ; and 
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should the gods allow to my consulship the 
glory of redeeming you and the Roman pec^e 
from fire and devastation, your wives and chil- 
dren, and the vestal virgins, from the hands of 
barbarians ; the shrines and temples of this floo* 
rishing city from devouring flames, and all Italy 
from the horrors of a civil war ; I say, conscript 
Fathers, should the gods grant me that special 
&vour, let adverse fortune try me with afilic* 
tion ; I am prepared to bear it all. If Lentu- 
lus, relying on the predictions of soothsayers, 
could presume to boast that his name, by some 
fatality, was designed to be disastrous to the 
commonwealth, may not I, in my turn, be al* 
lowed to flatter myself, that my consulship, by a 
contrary destiny, was pre-ordained to save my 
country from destruction ? 

In this crisis, conscript Fathers, your own 
safety demands your care. Defend yoursdves 
and your families ; protect your fortunes from 
rapacious hands ; preserve the commonwealth, 
and the dignity of the Roman name. Be no 
longer alarmed on my account. The gods, I 
trust, the guardian gods of Rome, will requite 
my services. If I am doomed to fall a sacrifice 
in your cause, I am resigned to my &te. To a 
well-prepared spirit death can never be disho- 
nourable; to a ccmsul never premature ; to a wise 
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man it never can be an evil. When I say this, 
let me not be thought insensible of the touch of 
nature. I am not so far divested of humanity, 
as not to be affected by the grief of ^f beloved 
and most affectionate brother. The tears of 
my friends, whom I see mourning round me, 
are enough to unman me. I turn my thoughts 
to my family, and there I see a tender wife over- 
whelmed with sorrow; a daughter pierced with 
anguish ; and an infant son, whom I consider as 
an early hostage for my integrity in the hands of 
the commonwealth. My son-in-law stands here 
before you, waiting with anxiety the result of 
this day*s debate. All these objects present 
themselves at once, and weigh upon my heart ; 
but the wish, the ardent wish which they excite, 
is, whatever shall be my lot, that they may live 
and flourish long among you, and not be doomed 
to perish with us all in one general wreck. 

The conjuncture, conscript Fathers, calls for 
your utmost vigour: exert your vigilance, to 
avert the storm that gathers round us. You 
have not now before you a Tiberius Gracchus, 
who aspired a second time to make himself tri- 
bune of the people ; you have not a Caius Grac- 
chus, who endeavoured by seditious insurrec- 
tions to enforce his Agrarian laws ; nor a Lucius 
Satuminus, by whose order Caius Memmius was 
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y^t to death ; no^ conscript Fathers ; you are 
BOW to pronounce judgment on the inaidioua 
traitors who chose to remain at Rome with a 
fell design to cut all your throats^ to reduce the 
dty ta ashes^ and open the gates to Catiline* 
Their letters^ their hand-writing, their aeak^ 
their own confession, all are evidence against 
them. They tampered with the Gauls ; th^ 
forced the slaves to rise in arms ; they resolved 
to sheath a dagger in every honest heart, and 
never to let destruction cease, while a man sur-* 
iriv^d to we^ over the ruins of a mighty em- 
pire, or lament the utter extinction of the Ro; 
man name. 

These are the fects now in proof before you t 
the maleiSfbctors are condemned by the judgment 
you have pronounced ; they are traitors on re* 
cord. When you honoured me with a vote of 
thanks for the part I have acted ; when you or* 
dered Lentulus to abdicate his office ; when you 
committed him and his accomplices to safe 
custody ; and, above all, when by a decree you 
appointed a supplication to the gods to be ce* 
lebrated in my name, and thereby conferred on 
me a public distinction, never before this time 
granted to any but military men ; and finally^ 
wh«i yesterday you granted ample rewards to 
the Allobrogian dq)utie8, and also to VoUur* 



dus ; in all those instances yott w&wtd ydur 
aentinients, and^ in fact, decided against th^ 
malefactors now in custody. 

Bttt it is my intention to reconsider ibe whela 
business^ and to state it as a new question, t))at 
ytHi tMy rejudge the fact, atid determine th^ 
ttieasure of panishmenU In doing this, allows 
me to premise what has occurred to myself, and 
to lay befone you the soitiments, which, in th^ 
character of consul, I think it my duty to sub- 
mit to your consideration. 

Th&t the seeds of discontent have been Iai4 
by ill^designing men, and that a spirit of inno^ 
vation has been working in the minda of many^ 
I have peraei^ed foor a longtime past ) bat that 
th% Ititent sparks would rise to a flame like tlM 
present', h what I could not fbnssee. As mat- 
ters atand at present, you hatve no time tp lose i 
whatever your resolution may be, pronounce it 
withoat delay* Before the night comes on, you 
mmt ikially determine. The guilt of the con- 
spirators is before you in all its horror ; but if 
you jmagifie that it extends only to a few, yon 
are greatly deceived. It has spread like acon-^ 
tagion through all Italy ; it has passed the Alp?, 
and by imperceptible degrees is now sapping its 
way through the provinces. Delay and tempoi- 
rising measures will not suppess the mischief, 
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The trtincm ctAh aloud for vengeance: form 
your resolution; and pronounce it. 

Two different opinions have been proposed ; 
cue by Decius Silanus^ who thinks that the men 
who combined in a league to overturn our frame 
of government, and give the citizens of Rome 
to the sword, ought to be sent to immediate 
execution ; the other, by Julius Caesar, who ob^ 
jects to capital punishment, but adjures the 
criminals to the severest pains and penalties. 
They both delivered their sentiments in a style 
worthy of their rank and dignity. Silanus con- 
tends, that the unnatural traitors, who intended 
to destroy this august assembly, to massacre 
the people, and annihilate the Roman name^ 
ought not to be allowed a single hour to breathe 
the vitd air. ^This sentence, he has told yoq, 
is founded on the usage of our ancestors, who^ 
as it appears by a number of cases and prece- 
dents, proceeded with due deliberatiou, and pro* 
nounced judgment of death against all pernicious 
citizens. 

Caesar^ on the other hand, considers death 
not as a punishment, but as the natural condition 
of human life, a relief from pain and misery. 
Hence it follows, that the wise die contented^ 
and the brave, by their own voluntary act, throw 
the burden from them. Chains and perpetual 

o 2 
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imprisonment appear to bim the proper mode 
of civil policy for the punishment of enormous 
crimes.. He therefore concludes, that. the state 
prisoners should be confined in separate dun* 
geons in the municipal towns. But this prc^x)* 
sition seems to be attended with some difficulty: 
if by your authority you oblige the municipal 
lities to receive the prisoners, you. impose a 
hardship ; if you make it your request, are we 
sure that they will comply ? Should that, how«f 
ever, be the sense of the house, declare it by a 
decree. I will undertake to carry your com^ 
xnands into execution, and men, I trust, will be 
found, ready to perform what you think neces* 
sary for the public safety, 

Caesar adds a clause, imposing a severe fine on 
the municipal towns, if any of the prisoners should 
be suffered to escape. He condemns the male* 
factors to the horrors of a dungeon, and by va- 
rious sanctions, severe it mast be allowed, but 
in such a case highly expedient, he forbids any 
motion to be made in their favour, either in the 
senate or before the people. By this measure 
he takes from the guilty every gleam of hope, 
that only balm of afflicted minds. He orders 
their estates to be confiscated, and leaves them 
nothing but life, convinced, as it should seem, 
thrt if he condemned them to executicm, h« 
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ihould by that stroke of justice ptit an end to all 
bodily pain^ to agony of mind> and the pangs of 
a guilty conscience. It was for this reason^ he 
says, that l^slators, in the first ages of the. 
world, inculcated the notion of rewards and pu- 
nishments in a future state, conceiving that, 
Without those impressions, death would lose 
its terror. 

Between these opposite opinions, I see on 
which, side my interest lies. Caesar has taken 
what is supposed to be the popular part. Should 
I accede to his doctrine, the public voice will 
not condemn a decision of which he is known 
to be the author. If, on the other hand, I 
throw my mite into the opposite scale, I fore- 
see that a storm may gather round me; but 
the publif wel£u« outweighs all other consi- 
detations. . 

• Caesar, it must be acknowledged, has deli- 
vered his sentiments in a vein of eloquence 
worthy of himself, and the dignity of his an- 
cestors: his speech may be considered as a 
pledge and earnest of his future zeal for the 
good of his country. In him we see the dif- 
ference between the (rot^y declaimer, who ha- 
rangues his circular audience in the forum, and 
the real orator> who aims at a popular character 
o 3 
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by the means that deserve it ; by being the true 
friend of the people. 

The men who at all events ooort popularity 
are well known r one of them, I peroeive, is ab^ 
sent en this occasion. I look round for him in 
vain : by affecting to be tender on a question of 
Kfeand death, he hopes to be thought incapable 
of voting^against a Roman citizen^ and thereby 
gain the applause of the populace. And ydt this 
very person, two days ago^ concurred in a vote 
for committing the malefactors to safe custody ; 
he voted supplications to thegodain my name ;[ 
and even yesterday he agreed to reward the wit-^ 
aesses in the most ampte manner. It is now 
too late for him to retract. In the former pro* 
ceedings he took a decided part, and> i)y ccmse* 
quence, his sentiments are fuUy known. 

Caesar deals more openly with us : he fairly 
tells us, that he founds his opinion ou the au« 
thority of the Sempronian kw^ which fevours 
the life of a Roman citizen. To this the an- 
swer is obvious : the man who conspires against 
his country, no longer retains the rights of a 
Roman citizen. And fln-ther ; the Sempronian- 
law did not protect the author of it ; he safiened* 
death by order of the people. 

Would Csasar insinuate, Ibat Lentuluf^ by 
the means of bribes and largesses^ acquired 
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|)opuhr character ? wcmld he have us laia^ie, 
that the man who now stands convicted of the 
most enormous crime, is still to'^be deemed a 
Roman citiaen ? Qesar does not think it : dis-i 
ttnguislied as he is. by the virtues of moderation 
and humanity^ he does not hesitate to send that 
very Lentulua to finish his days in a dungeon. 
Nay more ; he provides, by the express saaotiom 
of law^ that no man shall^ by a motkxi to mi-i 
tigate the punishment, make a vain parade 
of l^ty,.and curry fiivour with themulti-* 
tude, while in fact he is undermining his coun-* 
try. Nor ia this all : Lentulus is to have no- 
thing that he can call hia own ; his efFecta are 
to be confiscated ; he is to be left to the torture 
of the rnind^ with want and the utmost distress 
^ aggravate his misery. 

But, conscript Fathers, let Caesar^s motion, 
if it be the sense of the house, pass into a law. 
tarn willing to state it to the people, and I can 
do it with confidence, as I shall have a popular 
orator to suf^rt me. On the other hand, if 
you adopt the advice of Silanus, it will not be 
difficult to repel the chaige of cruelty that may 
be urged against the sentence. Caesar's argu* 
ment will enable me to prove that death is the 
mildest punishment. 

9ot to speak without feserve ; in a one sq 
o 4 
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black and flagitious as the present^ what pu-* 
nishment can be deemed severe ? I have al-* 
feady disclosed the sentiments of my hearty 
perh£^s with a d^ree of warmth^ bat, certainty, 
without a tincture of cruelty. Cruelty, I may 
venture to say, is no part of my diaracter. If 
in giving my opinion I have appeared to you to 
apeak with animation, it is the animation which 
compassion and humanity in^ire. For what 
are the objects that crowd upon my imagination? 
they are terrible indeed. I see this city, the 
pride and ornament of the world, the asylum 
of the nations round us, involved in flames, and 
smoking on the ground. 1 see my countrymen 
in mangled heaps stretched on the bare earth, 
unbfaried, weltering in their gore. Cethegus, 
with rage and fury in his countenance, and a 
reeking poniard in his hand, at this moment 
glares before my eyes. I see Lentuhis seated on 
the throne which the Fates prepared for him ; 
I behold Gabinios in purple state; and even now 
Catiline advances at th^ head of his army ; th^ 
shrieks of dying matrqns, the cries of their 
wretched children, and the lamentations of vio- 
lated vestal virgins, sound in my ears, and strike 
my fibul with horror. The scene is truly de- 
plorable : and shall your mercy be extended t« 
thetnan who planned this tragic spectacle ? Let 
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me suppose a case : if the master of a family had 
the misfortune to find his wife destroyed, hia 
children butchered, and his house burnt to the 
ground by the treachery of a slave, would it not 
be natural to execute instant vengeance on the 
perpetrator of a deed so vile and horrible ? Should 
the master forbear to strike, what would be said 
of him ? would he pass for a man of a mild 
disposition, and not rather for a person divested 
of all the tender visitings of nature ? To me he 
would appear an unfeeling monster, who could 
behold so horrible a crime, and not sacrifice the 
author of it to his just resentment. 

We are now, conscript Fathers, in that very 
predicament : we are to pronounce Judgment on 
the unnatural traitors, who intended to drench 
their poniards in the blood of our wives and 
children ; who conspired to make this flourish- 
^ig city a heaff of ruins ; who intended to place 
the Allobrogians at the head of this great em- 
pire : these are the men whose fate we are now 
Xo decide. If we act with vigour, vengeance 
in such a case will be justice and humanity to 
our fellow-citizens ; on the contrary, if we are 
not fired with indignation ; if we spare the 
guilty, the charge of being tame and spiritless 
, in our country's cause will lie heavy on us alL 

We know that Lucius Caesar, thebrother-in* 
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hw of Lentulus, declared the other day, that so 
foul a traitor, though married to his sister, de* 
served to suffer death. Is that a cruel sentence ? 
No ; it proceeded from a true patriot spirit : he 
pronounced it in the hearing of Lentulus, and to 
give it weight and authority, he cited the case 
of Fulvius, his grandfather, who, with his son, 
a youth in the prime of life, was by order of the 
consul strangled in prison ; and ii4iat was the 
crime for which they suffered ? Tlie son was sent 
to address the senate ; Uiat was the whole of hia 
oflfence. As to Puhrius the father, what was al- 
leged agsdnst him } He had not meditated the 
destruction of his country. Agrarian laws and 
other acts in favour of the people were at that 
time in agitation ; the measure met with oppo- 
•9ition, and the conflict of parties was carried oa. 
with animosity. In that scene of contention^ 
the illustrious grandfather of this very Lentuluft 
acted a distinguished part. Determined to vin- 
. dicate the constituted authority of the state, ha 
went forth to meet Gracchus sword in hand, 
and in the fray received a dangerous wound. 
In the present juncture, what is the conduct of 
oiir modem Lentulus ? He invited the Gauls to 
join in an impious league against the common- 
weath ; he roused the slaves to an insurrection ; 
he pressed Catiline to return at the head of his 
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amy; he gave the wholeaenate to be butckeraA 
by Ceth^us and his band of assasains ; he aa^ 
aigned the geaecd massacre to Gafainiua; hew^ 
dered Casaius to set fire to die city, and left 
all Italy to be laid waste with fire and sword by 
the rebel army. These are the exploita of Len« 
tukis : and are wtf to linger in debated are w* 
afiBidtodraw tbeawordof jvatioe? BeHeveme^ 
we have more reason to fear, that by ill-timed 
lenity we may bring upon ourselvea the impala« 
tion of cruelty to the commonwealth. 

Candour, conscript Fathers, re(}uirea that I 

conceal nothing from yoii* A report is in dr- 

cnlation, and has readied my^ears, that tb^ 

tonsub are not armed with siiffidcnt fofoo la» 

carry your decree into execution. This you mnjr 

be assured is an idle rumour. I have concerted 

every thing with due precaution, and the peopfef. 

determined to act i^-ith spirit, and support the 

honour of government, have seconded all my 

endeavours with the most prompt alacrity. AJI 

degrees and ranks of men dedare for their coun« 

try; all ages and conditions are united; the 

forum and the temf^s round it are crowded with 

honest citizens ; and the avenues to this house 

are filled by the friends^ of the constitutiont A 

spirit of union prevails, such as was JMvet 

known since the foundation of the dty. AIL 
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are of on^ mind, except^ indeed, those desperate 
wretches who felt their inability to subsist in 
^iet times^ and rather than perish aione^ wished 
to bury themselves under the ruins of their 
country. All of that description I am willing 
to except; I separate them from the class of 
holiest men. To say that the conspiratord are 
4^;enerat6 citizens, were to give them too 
high a title ; they are the vilest traitors, the most 
pernicious enemies. In every other quarter, 
what ardent zeal ! what unanimity ! what a spirit 
of emulation ! 

Need I mention the Roman knights ? they 
acknowledge your authority ; they submit to 
your decisions ; they vie with you in zeal and 
ardour for the common cause, and they know 
no other contention; After a dissension of many 
years, they now forget all animosity ; they re« 
Dounce all party distinctions ; they are recon- 
ciled to the great council of the state ; this day 
tnites them to you in ties of the firmest con- 
cord. That this coalition was formed in my 
consulship, is an event that I feel with pride 
and pleasure 4 and if the good temper of the 
times shall render it perpetual, the state, I Ven- 
ture 4:0 say, will never again be rent and torn 
by party divisions. 

The tribunes of the treasury have stood for- 
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ward to manifest their zeal ; and th^ derlu ki 
office have followed their example. The buai* 
ness of the day required thdr attendance for the 
purpose of certain arrangements among them*- 
«elves ; but, laying aside all thoughts of pri* 
vate interest, they are now assembled in a body, 
resolved to vindicate the rights of thdr fidlow-^ 
citizens. The whole number of free-born Ro- 
mans^ even thoae of the meanest condition, 
are ready to arm in the cause of their country. 
For, in fact, ib there to be found an honest 
ttian, who does not feel the love of liberty warm 
at his heart ? to whom these temples, thb ma^ 
nificent dty, this psoreht soil, and this &ir day* 
light, which we ei^gy, are not otgects of utEs^ 
tion and ddight ? ^ 

The conduct eveti of the emandpated slaves 
is worthy of our notice. Those men, by their 
industry and merit, have been able to obtain 
the privil^;e of citisens^ and they now consider 
Rome as their native place. They are ready to 
stand fi>rth in defence , of the commonwealth^ 
while others, bom among us, the descendants 
of illostrious families, have acted, not as if they 
were in their mother-country, but in a city be- 
ionging to the enemy «: . 

By why should I speak of men who have 
joined to fvotect their hves an4 liberties ? There 



ftO0 FOUATH OAATJON OF CICERO 

is not to be found n single slave, possessed in a 
moderate degree of the comforts of liie^ whe 
does not see with horror the frantic efforts of 
unnatural traitors ; who does not wish to pre^ 
serve this nourishing city ; who is not wiHing 
to the utmost of his power to be an assertor of 
•the public weal. 

For these reasons, if any of you have heard, 
that an infamous agent of Lentulus, a notorious 
pander for his pleasures, is busily employed in 
running from shop to shop, by the force of 
bribes to raise an insuirection in fa^^our of his 
naster, let the report make no impression on 
]fOur minds. The bet is true, but it has failed 
of soocess. None have beeq found so desperate 
in their circumstances, none so abandoned in 
-their inoials, as to engage in such an attempt. 
There is not a man, however needy, Who is not 
pleased with the possession' of his shed; who. 
.does not vakie his trade, and the working tools 
liy which he earns his bread; who does not love 
his cottage and his humble bed ; who does not 
pnfer the homely littleness of a quiet life to 
scenes of distraction, faiood, and massacre* In 
a word, the greater part, I might say the whole 
body of shopkeepers,, are fond of peace and 
good order* Their manufactures, their ware- 
tipuse$> wd the poofits of their induatry, depemt 
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<m the numbers of society and the tranquillttj 
of the times. If their gain is diminished when 
thdr shops are sfattt, what must be the case when 
^y are burnt to the ground ? 

This, conscr^ JMchers, is the present condi^ 
tion of the city i the people are listed on your 
side ; shew by^ your conduct that you have not 
deserted the pec^le. You have a consul who 
has escaped the snares of insidious enemies, and 
still lives, not for himself, but for your pre^ 
servation. All ranks and orders of men are 
imited ; one mind, one opinion, one principle 
prevails in every quarter of the city ; in the cause 
of the commonwealth all are agreed ; one voice, 
one hearty one hand. To you, conscript Fa- 
blers, your country, encompassed round with 
firebrands, and beset l^ vile incendiaries, raises 
her suppliant voice ; to you she lifts her hands $ 
to your care she recommends herself, h«- nu* 
merous progeny, and the lives of all her citizens} 
to you she dedicates the capitol, her household 
gods, her domes and temples, the eternal vestal 
£re, and the walls and ramparts of Rome. The 
moment is great and awful. You are this day 
to decide your own fate, and^hat of your wives 
and childrai ; you are now to pronounce a jcidg* 
ment, on which will depend the rights, the for- 
tune, and the liberties of a whole people. You 
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have, what ddes not often happen, a leader zeal^ 
ous for your interest, and regardless of him* 
$clf. You have on your side all honest men ; 
the whole body of the peofie, all of one mind, 
one sentiment. The mig{il|^6i|^ric of this great 
, empire, raised by the labour of ages; the plan 
of laws established by the virtue of your ances->^ 
-feors ; this glorious city, so long protected by 
the immortal gods ; all, in the course of one 
night, were in danger of being utterly destroyed* 
That so horrible a treason may never be at- 
tempted ; that it may not so biuch as enter the 
heart of man, it is yours this day to provide by 
a just and firm decree. 

In all that I have said, . conscript Fathers, it 
was not. my intention to inflame your minds 
with zeal for the public : that I know is unne- 
cessary ; I know that your indignation rises above 
the feeble emotions that animate my inferior 
powers ; but in a business of such vast im- 
portance, the consul ought not to be silent, 
^nd now, before I proceed to put the question^ 
may I be allowed to say a few words concerning 
myself? I am aware that the conspirators, whose 
numbers are by no means contemptible, will be 
to a man my implacable enemies ; but as nat- 
ters stand, they are a detected, a ruined faction. 
Should they revive hereafter, and under some 
4 
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pepular demagogue make head against your au« 
thority, I shall never repent of the part I hav^ 
acted. Assassination is their trade ; they may 
threaten me with death ; but death is the lot of 
man; it awaits us all, and, come when it may^ 
it can never extinguish the glory of my life, 
established as it is by your decrees. Honours 
have been bestowed on others for having ren- 
dered services to their country ; - 1 have been dis- 
tinguished for saving it. May the name of 
Sctpio, that great commander, who drove Han- 
nibal out t)f Italy, and forced him to seek a re- 
treat in Africa, stand for ever recorded in the 
rolls of fame ! May the second Scipio Africanus, 
who destroyed Carthage and Numantia, those 
two hostile cities, be crowned, as he deserved, 
with immortal glory ! Let Paulus iBmilius, who 
led Perses, a great and powerful monarch, a 
captive at his chariot-wheels, receive the ho- 
rns^ of posterity. Let the name of Marius, 
who twice delivered his country from the fierce . 
invasion of barbarians, never £dl into oblivion ; 
and^ above all, let Pompey, whose great ex- 
pbits have no other bounds than those that limit 
the course of the sun, be celebrated with the 
applause of all succeeding ages. In the temple 
of Fame, where they must all be placed, my 
name may find a niche. Perhaps it will not be 

y 



(Oonten^^di, thit to t^n a w^y to dif^tant |>ro^ 
vinoes, is more mtritorioua than to ttke care 
tjtat our victoriouB generals may have a city to 
Mfbicb they may return lo enjoy their triumph. 

Foreign ooxu^uest, it is evident^ haaM advan- 
tage over domeatio succeas. If distant nations 
are $ub4oedf they are reduced to ohd^^enoe; 
li received aa allies, they retain a aenae of the 
obligatioa. The ease is diifererit when we 
quell intestine commotions: the treaaon may 
be defeated^ but the oooapiratofs stiU retain^ 
their malignant spirit, uncontrolled by force 
and unredaimed by moderalaon. The oonse^ 
quenne is, that an etevnal warfare >Knth the enop- 
mie& of the coostitutiofi must be my lot ; but I 
am ix)t alarmed. I neither fjar for myself nor 
piy fiunily. I rely with confidence on your pro* 
tection^ and thai: of ail honest men. The dann 
gers, which we have escaped, will leave 'a lasting 
ioapression on th^ minds of a people resetted 
frcun destriK^tion ; they will stand recorded in 
your memory, and be the theme of fbreign na^ 
tvons, As to my enemies, I i^uki have thenii 
knoAu, that l^e coalitioa this day formed be- 
tween the senate and the Roanzm boights, sup* 
ported as it is by the appnibotioa of all the good 
antl worthy, will be an impregnable bulwark 
a^insjb the madnjnjtrions of periidipus men* 



' Upon the whote, coilscript Fithers, I havfe 
but little to request of you; I have re^g;ned 
the command of an Army; and with it all t!h6 
hop68 of a triumph ; I hKve giveh up A rich dhd 
flourishing proVirice fh^t fdl te my Wt % I Hshnfe 
sacrificed all views of private adrdnt^ge; and ih 
return for thedfe disinterested act*, afid ^1 my 
«iertiohs ih your service, tftrf dfily febdmpensb 
1 cravfeat your hands, is joiir ^€iihoui reihcM'^ 
brance of a period big wJtU Atigir; iiid flife 
tenour of my administration. While i^ istihsi: df 
these times retains a place in your afiections, 
I shall tlynk myself povered by an impenetrable 
shield. 

But if, contrary to all expectation, the rage 
of faction should recover strength, and be once 
more able to cope with the authority of this 
august assembly, all that remains for me is, to 
recommend my infant son to your protection. 
Bear in mind that he is descended from a ,con- 
sul, who, in his country's cause, exposed him- 
self to the assassin's dagger : that reflection will 
not only shield my son from danger, but under 
your kind patronage lead him forward in the ca-, 
reer of honours. 

Proceed, therefore, conscript Fathers, with 
the vigour which you have already displayed, and 
determine with firmness. Remember that ypva^ 
t P 2 
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own existence, yoor wives and children, the 
temples of the gods, their shrines and altars, are 
now in your power. The very being of the 
commonwealth, this imperial city, your rights 
and hberties, and the peace of all Italy, depend 
upon your voice* The time calls for vigour ; 
weigh every circumstance, and decide with dig^ 
nity * In me you have a consul, who, while he 
lives, will neither want inclination to obey 
your commands^ nor power to carry them into 
execution* 



NOTES 

AND 

ILLUSTRATION $• 



NOTE A, Page 6. 

IBE preface in which Sallust introduces an accounl 
of himself^ has been variously praised and censured 
by the critics. All agree that the sentiments are 
just^ and that the composition is elegant; but, on the 
other handj many of the commentators have pro-- 
nounced it a detached essay, altogether foreign to the 
body of the work. It should^ however, be remem« 
bered, that this was at that time the mode adopted 
by the Roman authors. We find that Cicero had in 
his commonplace-book a variety of dissertations on 
different sybjecu, and, when he chose to publish a 
philosophical tract, his custom was to select froQi that 
Itore some favourite piece to serve as an introduction 
to his work, though, in fact, it had no connezioa 
with his main design* This is clearly stated to At* 
ticus, Epist. 6 : Cicero there tells his friend, that ht 
had, through inadvertence, prefixed to his (reatise 
De GhrUi^ the pTefa«» which he had given with hii 

'3 
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Academical Questions. Being, he says, at his Tusco^ 
lum, when he prepared the former work, it escaped 
his memory that J^e had already made use of the in«. 
troduction. The pieces at the head of his treatise 
De FinibuSf his Ttisculan Questions, and his first 
book De Legibus, clearly shew that prefaces relating 
to the main work, and of a colour ^ith it, w^re not 
established by any settled rule of criticism. It may 
be added, that Sallust undertook a narrative of a 
single, but remarkable occurrence. Had his subject 
been a general history, we should, most probably, 
have been favoured witl^ a gJ^ve ^qd Signified preface, 
such as Livy has prefixed to his work. Sallust, as it 
seems, considered himself as wntiag, what w^ now* 
call, a polttrcal* pamphlet, and on that occasion vhought 
he might be aHowed to talk of himself. He makei 
an apology for his own conduct in bis purauit of civil 
honours. He bad* been tribune of the pisople, and 
aliso discharged the office of quasstoi^ but with no 
honour to Himself^ since we read, that the censpv, 
Apptus Glatfdius Piilcher, deprived«him of his se9A in 
the senate; His ambition being thus severelycheck- 
ed^ he resolved to entet on the career of^&t^rature*. 



NQTE B, Page 7. 

."\K^ Hn herpi ^ [Hcmrq of ^ ^Mftng qffl>spija^fr' 
dr«,wiit l|y the m^le^ly^ ^%q4 9^ a, gr^at l|istpriap.. It , 
«n«f.Ww#nb ^hil§,t(C>Afpt}Hb«W.ffc^pr^<kIwfaJcd . 
by tbq pft^cil of thfegr^ ]|l9tn^,orf|tar, ift hi|aw«:atKH\^ 
Pro Caelio. Doctor Middljtop has translated the pas- 



sage^ and the reader shall have it in his words : '' He 
had in him mafiy^ though not express images^ yet 
sketches of the greatest virtues } was acquainted with 
a great number of wicked men^ yet a pretended ad-» 
mirer of the virtuous* His house was furnished with 
a variety of temptations to lust and lewdness, yet with 
several incitements to industry and labour: it was 4 
^cene of vicious pleasures, yet a school of martial 
exercises. There never was stick a monster on earth 
compounded of passions so contrary and opp^site^ 
Who was ever more agreeable at one time to the bea 
citizens? who more intimate at another with the 
worst ? who a man of better principles ? who a foulef 
enemy to this city ? who more intemperate in plea- 
sure ? who more patient in labour ? who more rapa- 
cious in plundering} who mora^ profuse in squander-' 
ing ) He had a wonderful faculty of engaging men 
to his friendship, and obliging them by hia obserr- 
ancei sharing with them in commoD whatever h# 
was master of ; serving them with his money, his iii4 
terest^ his p«ns, and, when there was occasioi^ by 
the most daring acts of viUany, mouldtog his natuif 
tO' lus puiposea, and bending it every way to bis wtU« 
With the morose, he could live severely } with the 
fcee> g^ly } with the old,, gravely ; with the youngs 
cheerfully} with the enterprising^ audaciously j with 
the. vicious, luzuiioufly. By a temper so various and 
pliable> he gathered about him the profligate aad 
rash from all eountries, yet held atuched to him at the 
same time many brave and worthy men, by the spe^ 
^oua show of a pietended virtue/' 
» 4 
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NOTE C, Page 13. 

Thb, same thing happened in the rude ages of tbi^ 
country. Our Saxon ancestors brought a spirit of 
hberty from the woods of Germany : but before they 
planted themselves in Britainj they had experienced 
in their own country the disadvantages that naturally 
result from letting the people in a mass be the legisla- 
tors and governors of the state. The IVittenagemot 
was accordingly established. From that institution 
parliaments derived their origin, and have continued 
to this day the great council of the nation. 



NOTE D, Page 84. 

Sallust has left us reason to conclude that Cras- 
sus, with views of ambition, favoured the conspiracy ! 
with regard to Caesar, he is not so explicit. That 
Caesar was suspected, appears beyond a doubt, and 
the artful speech which he made, in favour of the 
Conspirators, gives colour to the charge. He wished to 
save the lives of Roman citizens : this was the popular 
side, and he embraced it. His design, perhaps, lay 
deepen If, pursuant to his advice, the malefactors 
had been committed to different prisons, a public 
elamoujr would have been the consequence, and their 
partisans would have been at work to rescue them. 



NOTE E, Page 94. 

Sailvst iathis pUce takes his opportunity top«y hit 
court by a studied encomium on two of his fiiiroorite 
characters^ viz. Cato and Jojuius C^kbar* His de* 
sign^ it seems, lay deeper: bypassing byjn stleno* 
the great man of that age, Marcus TuUius Ckerpf 
his idea probably was, thai be should sink into ob<* 
scurity the great consul, whom be held in detesta- 
tion« His praise of Julius Obsot is gross flattery to 
the man who overturned the constitution of his coun- 
try : allowing him all the prai^ Sallust bestows npoii 
him, we still may say, " Curse on his virtueSy 4hej 'nt 
vndcne his anmtry." Sallust knew, this^ and yet 
chose to. offer incense to the usurper. With regaixl 
to Cato, the historian has done him justice. The 
light in which Dr. Middleion, in bis Life of Cicero, 
has placed the character of Caio, may be proper ia 
this place, that the reader may compare it with SaU 
lust. « Fixed in stoic principles, Cato entered into 
public life, and acted in it, as Cicero says, as if he 
had lived in the polity of Plato, not in the dregs of 
BmUdus. He made no distinction of times or things ; 
no allowance for the weakness of the republic, and 
the power of those who oppressed it: it was his 
maxim to combat all power, not built upon the laws, 
and to defy it at least, if he could not control it ; 
be knew no way to this end but the direct; and 
whatever obstructions he met with, resolved still to 
rush on, and either to surmount them, or perish in 
the attempt, taking it for a baseness, and a confession 



^18 ' WOTB9 A9rt> l%%VBrtik'rtC^&. 

of being conquered, to decliQe a tittle from the true 
road. In an age therefore of the utmost libertinism, 
when the publie di^eipKne waa loUp. and die govem- 
fimft lt«elf loMerbg, be stsrqggtcd with the same seal 
agaiiist bM oomptioo, and waged a perpirftiial war with 
« aoperiorferoti whilia the rigour of hia prncipies 
Undadnilhtr to alienate friends, than reeoiicih; ene* 
minrs^ and hy provoking tlUr power he could not subdee, 
helped to hasten that voin^ whieh he was atviving t9 
eYedt ao that after a pevpetiial eoHusc of dteappoint* 
meata and repulses, fiiKkng himsetf unable te^ ptn-siie 
Ilia eld way any fufther, iesteadof taking a new om^ 
' kse wea detvea by bis philosophy to piil an eni to hie 
, life." The reader may compare Dr. MiddUtcm witli 
Sallnst, and judge whicb has given ^ tmest pictuM 
^f tilt man. For Cicera^s coiHluct and cbafactei^, skiee 
$elhist chose loi consign as fer as be was able that 
gneafcomtpr and patriot to obR^ton, the reader may 
gratify his curiosity and taste, by a perusal' of Dr. 
Midd letoa V most excellent Life of deero. The greel 
orator's, own works have not only defeated the maitee , 
jif Sallust, but placed his name among theffrst aotf 
ebteat writers of antiqtiiiy, to* be admtred as* long at 
philosophy and true* genius shall enrich the worfd. 



NOTEF, P^ III.. 

Iv was. thought proper to manex to the foregoing 
ararrathrje.the four Orations of Crcero, that the reader 
Ktay havcLthe pleasure of comparing the bietoric manp* 
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ner with the style of a great orator. They both re- 
late the same hct^ and in the main corroborate each 
other. ■ Salhist informs the wders^UDclui^g <)f his 
reader, assista his judgment, ^nd pain^ tQ t,he im^^. 
gination : Cicero employs al\ the colour^ of elpcjuencc^ 
and thiougb tb« im^nation maizes )iis ^^ tg |l\t) 
passions. The oration now before us w^^ spoke^^l \x^^ 
fore the senate on the 8th of Novemb^^ A. V* Cl« 690* 
Catiline had the hardiness to attend tb^ Vifi^tijngt. ayod 
tQ take hU se^i ^mpng the Fathers* Cic^Fo rq^,' 
and, in a burst of indignation, poiu^od fortb the tor-* 
ren( of his ^oquenee. Th^ sp^echj of coursf^ was 
unprepared, but, as Sallust obs^;^^> it wa$ afterwaniU 
reduced to writing,^ ^nd published to the, WQfM* It 
has not the s^me (nethoAical arrangement that we ge- 
nerally fiofl in Qicerp'fli ora^UQQs : ^nd yet method h by. 
nQ mcafii ne^leqt^. It Iw t>VQ obji^Ql^ in view :. 
I. To convince C^tilipei that,,aU his d«rk awchiiia.F» 
tions beiQ^ 4iscov.ered, b^ ought forthwith tp xi^^ 
from a city where he was known to be a public ei^eipy^ 
a. To explain to the Fathers, that, though in the 
character of consul and chief magistrate he was . 
armed with a decree by whjch h^ might order Cati- 
line to instant execution, be was still unwilling to 
put the law in fprpe, concisivlng, fqr v^rig^ia ^o^sqpiSf 
tb^ it was more advisable tp kt biip witb4c4W from; 
t|)e qity qf Rome. To epforee tbps^ two foivM isithf « 
Illi^a drift of thf Qr^t on|ioa. 
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IJOTE G, Page 138. 

' In the course of the night, after Cicero had deli^ 
vered his first flaming oration^ Catilioe (as related by 
Sallust, p. 47) rushed out of Rome to join Manlius 
in his camp. On the following day, Cicero called the 
(leople together in the forum, in order to give them an 
account of all that passed in the senate. This harangue 
proceeds on three principal points : 

' I. That Catiline's flight was an event of the highest 
advantage to the state. 

2. That the commonwealth had nothing to fear 
firom the forces of Catiline. 

3* That such of his accomplices as still remained 
in the city, would do well to return to a sense of the 
duty they owed to their country; but, if they per- 
sisted in their hostile intentions, they would be sure 
to feel the weight and vengeance of the law. 

This speech was delivered on the 9th of November^ 
A. Ui c. 690* 



NOTE H, Page 163. 

Between the speaking of the second oration and 
the third, on which we are entering, an interval of more 
than three weeks elapsed. The former was delivered 
on the 9th November ; the latter on the 3d Decem- 
ber. Cicero, in the mean time, exerted his^ utmost 
vigilance, and obtained complete proof against the 
chiefs of the conspiracy^ who remained at Rome. 
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Sallust relates (see page 66) the particulars that passed 
in the senate, when the several malefactors were ez« 
amined. It does not appear that Cicero^ on thai oo« 
casion^ felt himself called upon to make a set speech ; 
but on the following day he thought proper to give the 
people a detail of all circumstances^ however minute* 
The following oration states^ 

I. The evidence which he brought forward in the 
senate, and tbe means by which he gained full in* 
formation. 

a. The measures of the senate against the coq«» 
spirators. 

3* That the discovery of the plot was in itself so 
wonderful, that it was to be ascribed altogether to the 
interposition of the gods. 



KOTE I, Page i66. 

Thb Allobrogians inbabited the country now cidled 

J)avph%ni, and the ducky of Savoy^ with part of 

Piedmont. As they were situated in Transalpine Gaul, 

Cicero sometimes calls them Gauls, and sometimes 

. MtotfTogians^ 



NOTE K^ Page 167. 

Tbb Milvian bridge^ now Fonie Molle, was about 
two miles distant from Rptne. 
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itOfTt hy Pi^ 170. 

fui ItoAians were at it! iimes deeply tinged with 
superstition ; faehce the humher of portents and pro- 
digies recounted' by their historians. Cicero observes 
YDe ^ivtjuuionef lih^ ii. $ecU 27) that times of danger 
always teemed with prophecies: in tRat productive 
season^ the minds of men, alarmed and terrified, were 
prone to believe, and enthusiasts seized the opportu- 
nity to forge their vile prognostics, jlccedii illud 
etiam, quod ifl metu et periculoy cum credunturjaci- 
lius^ ium Jinguntur impunius. In the history of 
Rome^ no extraotdiaary event took place without 
$fyme wonderfuf phenomenon. Lentufus knew this 
disposition of his countrymen, 2nd, in order to make 
an impression on the populace, called the Sibylline 
predictions to his aid. 



NOTE M> P^«^ 

The fourth oration, which is now before us, was 
delivered* in xlit senate on tlie ^tik December, two 
days after the third harangue before the peo])le. The 
question to be deb«tod-.wasy << What punishment 
ought to be decreed against the conspirators?" Two 
opposite opinieW' ^^^ propoM)^; one, for sentence 
. of death ; the other, instead of capital punishment, 
that the prisoners should be* condemned- to .perpetual 
imprisonment. The last was the motion of Julius 
Ca&sar. Sallust has given the speech^ or probably^ 
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the •substanoe of it, in his own style. The historiAn, 
who certainly was not amicable to Cicero> takea no 
notice of this fourth oration^ but tells us that Cato^ 
in answer to Cae^r, declared for ioimediate exectt* 
tion^ and thereupon the senate decreed accordingly* 
It mustj however^ be presumed^ that Cicero*8 speech 
had great weight in the decision. 1% proceeds on two 
propositions : 

t. That sentence of death, accordhig to the opinion 
of Decius SilanuSy was suited to the exigence of the 
times^ and worthy of a Roman senate. 

2. That, though the immediate execution of the 
malefactors would draw on himself a train of evil con* 
sequences^ he was determined to encountes eveij 
danger in the serrice of his oountry. 
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f • It is without any colour of reason that man- 
kirjd complain of their nature^ unjustly calling 
it a weak and short-lived state, subject for th6 
most part to the caprice of chance, and rarely 
guided by virtue. The reverse, upon reflec- 
tion, will appear to be the truth ; for, if we 
make a iair estimate, we shali find nothing more 
nobie, nothing superior to the dignity of man, 
and instead of accusing Nature of stinting him 
in point of time and abilities, he ought rather 
to blame his own indolence and sluggish neg- 
lect of the powers implanted in his constitution. 
The soul sets all the human fatcukies in motion, 
imposes and directs the conduct of man. While 
he chooses virtue as his road to glory, he feek 
910 want c^ vigour or spirit, but rises to cele-^ 
a 2 
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brity without the aid of that Fortune whose 
power does not extend to probity^ industry^ 
and the liberal arts; who can neither bestow 
those accomplishfitenty nor felume them at her 
pleasure. But if the mind, enslaved by vicious 
passions, degenerates into sloth and a course of 
sensual gratifications^ the relish of voluptuous 
pleasures proves the bane of every virtue ; her 
internal vigour dies^ the day is wasted in efTe* 
minacy, and the powers of genius are extin- 
guished. In that billing, wretched state, the 
infirmity ^ nature is accused, and life itself is 
m^justly blamed for what those who abuse its 
btessiags are guilty of. Yet how different 
would be their conditiiMk, tf they engaged it 
laudable designs with as much vigour as they 
do in pursuit of things irreleyaaty unpro6tabIe^ 
and even pernicious! The power of fortune 
would then be at an end, and man,, inatead of 
being the slave of chance, woukl learn at length 
to control chance itself^ and in time attain 
auoh a point of perfection as would be a recom* 
pense for the shortness of life, and raiae faim 
from thia mortal state to an eternity of glory* 

xi. Aa the human frame consists of soul and 
body, it follows that all the actions, and all the 
works of man, mast have rdaition eithw to his 
spiritunl or his corporeal part. Accwdsngiy «e 
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see that the graoes of the outward form^ ncYiMy 
bodily vigour^ with all external things^ are of a 
perishaUe nature, while, on the other hand^ 
the productions of the mind, like the aoul that 
inspires them, are immortals It may be then 
observed^ that all the advantage of extemat 
forms, together with riches and the other gifti 
of fortune, have both a beginning and an end. 
All things that rise, but rise to fall ; and what* 
ever has the seeds of increase has also the 
principle of decay. The soul, on the con** 
trary, knows no corruption ; it is immortal and 
eternal ; it governs the whole human rscA ; it 
comprdiends all, yet is itself kicomprehenstble. 
With these considerations in out mind, w# 
cannot but wonder at their depraved n^ligence^ 
who, sunk in debauchery and sensual pleasures, 
pass their daya in sloth, and leave the mind, the' 
glory of their nature, to droop in indolence and 
ittopid inactivity. And this neglect is the more 
unpardonable, as we have such internal tk^ 
sources, and such various intellectual powers, 
as, by due exertion, would Mable us to attain 
tiie highest summit of ^ry. 

lU. Among the objects to which men mqr 

aspire, the high offices of state and magistracy 

and att the employments connected with public 

afiairs^ appear to me at present pursuits by no 

o 3 
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means eligible. Public honours are no longer 
the reward of virtue ; they are obtained by per- 
nicious arts^ and the men who engross them 
find themselres neither safe nor respectable* 
To govern our country or our friends by force, 
even thou^ we produce reform by the coer- 
cion^ is at best but an invidious and troublesome 
pre*eminence. innovations in the state are ge- 
nerally attendQjd with the effusion of blood, the 
flight of citizens^ and all the horrors which 
civil commotion inflicts. To aim at power of 
this kind, without succeeding in the pursuit,, 
and to gain nothing by the struggle but public, 
detestation, is the utmost extreme of infatua^ 
tion and madness, unless we can suppose that 
thci^re exists a man so lost to all sense of shame 
as to resign his liberty and his honour to, the ty- 
ranny of a few ambitious masters. 

IV. There are various other arts that exer- 
cise the genius of man, and are of a milder cast: 
among these, the writers wh6 preserve the me- 
mory of past events, claim a rank of decided 
eminence. To enlarge on the utility of this 
empFoynfient were superfluous, as other authors^ 
have been ample in its praise ; and it particu- 
larly becoites me to he silent on the suLgect, 
I^st £ should be supposed to over-rate the merits 
Qf .my own undertaking. At the same time,, i 
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hm SWare that I shall not escape the censure of 
tnany, who, because I have resolved to retire 
from all further business; will be apt t6 c^U tnj 
present employment, though arduous in itself; 
and useful to mankind, a state of relaxation and 
dull repose. But the quarter frbm whence thil 
language may be expected, will be that of men 
who make it the business of their lives to pay 
their court to the people, and by bribery and 
treating to obtain their suffrages. 

Bat if they, who argue in this manner, will 
call to mind the conjuncture in which I waft 
raised to the magistracy, and the chankcters of 
those who failed in the attempt ; and further^ 
if they will consider what sort of men have 
since intruded themselves into the senate, they 
will see that it was with good reason^ and not 
from an indolent disposition, that I changed my 
plan of life* I may add, that greater benefit 
will^redound to the commonwealth from what 
they call my state of idleness, than from the 
intrigues of turbulent and ambitious Citizens. I 
aay this with a degree of confidence^ because I 
)iave been often told that Quintus Maximus 
and Publius Scfpio, not to mentioti other emi- 
nent Roman citizens, Were in the habit of say-^ 
ihg that when they beheld the images of their 
ancestors, they felt their mind inilamed with 
a 4 
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virtuous emulation* Did this prooeed from tbf 
form o{ the wax^ or the colours of the pic* 
lure? Certainly not: it was the recollection 
of the glorious deeds of their forefathers that 
kindled in the breasts of those exalted characr 
ters that spirit of emulation which nothings 
could extinguish till their virtue reached the 
summit of immortal glory. 

Is that the case at fx-esent ? Who in these 
times contends, with his ancestors in the pathf 
of virtue and honourable deeds ? The whole 
struggle is to outshine all that went bejfi:»i^ 
them, by the splendour of riches and the gran^ 
deur of expense : even the men^ who rise fron 
obscurity, do not now^ as was formerly the 
custom^, endeavour to surpass the nobles by su* 
perior merit, but, on the contrary, they aim at 
honours and places of trust, by dark intrigues^ 
by fraud and rapine; not by fair and honour* 
able deeds : as if the praetorian and the consu- 
iar rank, with the other offices of state, were 
of themselves the fountain of honour, and di4 
not derive all their lustre from the upright con- 
duct of the persons who exercised those civil 
duties. But I have wandered too far; the 
manners of the age have roused my indignar 
tion, and led me into a long digresaon. I 
»ow prooeed to the business in hand. 
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V. I. propose to giv^ ft narrative of the war 
which the Roman peo^e carried on against 
Jugurtha^ king of Numidia. I have chosen 
that portion of history^ in the first place^ on 
accoant of its m^gnitudej and of the fercxnty 
and alternate vicissitudes of fortune with which. 
it was carried on; and secondly, because in that 
period a stand was for th^ first time made against 
the overbearing pride of the nobility. The 
struggle between the contendipg factions * waa 
^eroe and obstinate ; nothing was safe ; thing& 
divine and human were thrown into one pro^ 
miscuous ruin, and party r^ge was kindled to 
such a hagbt of madness, that nothing cou]4 
9Uay its fury, till a civil war broke out^ and 
covered all Italy with desolation. But before I 
enter upon the subject, it will be proper^ ta 
review some past transactions, which, rightly; 
uiiderstood, will giv? order and perspicuity t^ 
9& that follows. 

In the course of th^ second Funic jvar, is^ 
which Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, g^w 
a more terrible blow to the power of Rome thaa 
had be^ fdt by th(Mt republic since the first 

* The ciTil war between Marins and Sylla, in which the 
former took the part of die people and die latter «f tbe 
aobiliqr. 
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foundation of its grandeur, Masinissa, king of 
the Numidians, was received with open arms 
By Publius Scipio; who, for his great military 
talents, was afterwards honoured with the name 
o£ Africanus. Admitted to that alliance, Ma- 
nnissa distinguished himself by his valour and 
many brave exploits, for which he received- 
ample proofs of Roman generosity. When 
the Carthaginians were defeated, and Syphax, 
who possessed an extensive empire in Africa, 
was taken prisoner, the subdued cities and all 
the conquered territories were ceded to Masi- 
nissa ; in return, the prince continued attached 
to the cause of Rome, a firm and honourable 
ally, till the hand of death put a period to his^ 
reign. His 'son Micipsa (both his brothers* 
Maxiastabal and Gulussa having paid their debt 
to Nature) succeeded to the vacant throne. 
The new monarch had two sons, Adherbal and 
Hiempsal, and at the same time retained and 
educated in his family the son of his brother 
Manastabal, by name Jugurtha, whom, as issue 
of a concubine, Masinissa had left without 
mark or distinction ^ ; but, notwithstanding 
this, Micipsa made no- difference between him 
md his own legitimate children. 

* See Note A^ at the end of the Jogurthlne war. 
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VI. JugiirthS) as he grew tbwBhId manhood/ 
displayed a strong constitution, grace and sym^ 
metry ill his person^ and (nrther, was ^ youth of 
uncommon talents. He neither suflfered himseliP 
to be corrupted by luxury, nor relaxed by idle^ 
ncss. *In compliAnce with the manners* of hH 
eountry, it was his pride to acquire skill \A 
horsemanship, tothrow the javelin with dexterity/ 
and to be foremost in the races : in these several 
exa-oises he shewed himself superior to his com*- 
panions, and yet was universally beloved : the 
pleasures of die chase were his favourite diver« 
fton; he Was generally the first, or among the 
first, to pierce the savage beasts, or rivet the 
lion to the ground: he performed the noblest ex« 
plcMts, but, with a modest reserve, said nothing 
of himself. 

Micipsa at first saw scenes of happiness open- 
ing before him, and from the good qualities of 
Jugurtha promised himself great advantage to his 
kingdom : but when he considered his own ad^ 
vanced age, the tender years of his two sons, and 
the rising reputation of Jugurtha, he saw with 
anxiety a storm gathering in the political hori« 
2on, and a thousand reflections presented them** 
selves to his mind. 
. He knew the nature of the human hearty ever 
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etger to gcMBp^i fow&y and Immad «w^ by the 
Tehemence of inordinate paseioas; he saw that 
kia own infirmities at his time of life, and the 
fteble state of his diildren, would a^d an op«- 
portunity for aatibitious projeets, such aa nii^ht 
tempt even minds of calm and moderate tena* 
yersment. Mtcipsasaw^moreover^theaflfectioQa 
^hiapeoplefiKedoQ Jugurtha: to cot oif such 
f oaan by dand^ine arts n^Id be attended with 
danger : a general insurrection astd a civil war 
Ib^ht be the consequence. 
. vn. In this situation, seeing nothing but diffi**^ 
Quizes <m every side, be concluded that to put 
fa end by force or strat^en to the life of a young 
man so highly p<^ular would be an impolitic mea* 
ure: observing however that Jugurtha shewed a 
warlike'genius, and an impatient love of military 
glory, he resolved to expose him to the field of 
battle, and try whether the fortune of war might 
not provefavourable to his wishes. With this de^ 
sign, being engaged to send a supply of horse and' 
fbot to the Roman army, at that time laying siege 
t0 Numantia, he gave the command to Jugurtha/ 
and sent him at the head of the auxiliary forces 
into Spain, flattering himseif wi^ hopes that 
the young officer, hurried on by his own spkit of 
enterprise^ or from the ferocity of the enemy, 
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'would be sure to meet l>]t fate. The event did 
not answer hiB expectation. Jugurtha^ poaseaaed 
of a quick aijid penetrating genius^ made ft hia 
basiness to study the diaracter of Publtna Sctpao^ 
who oomniand^ the Roinan army, and alao to 
understand the mannera olF the enemy : tbna pre* 
pared, he in a short time distinguished himself 
by his good conduct and his valour. He obey* 
ed tiie orders of his general with the moat exact 
subordination, and often displayed such prampd^ 
tude in £icing danger^ that he became afiivottrite 
throughout the Soman army^ and a terror to the 
enemy, lb courage in the fidd he joined a^ 
gacity in council ; two qualities which are sd^ 
dom united at so early a period. The prudence 
that foresees, is apt to occasion a dqrree of timi^ 
dity, and undaunted courage ia often no better 
Ikaa rashness. Scipio saw the character of Jti-^ 
gmtba, and accordingly mngled him out for tht 
oiMt arduous enterprises: he ranked him among 
hia chosen friends^ and aeeing thai the young 
efioer never ikiled dther in his advice;, or die 
exeeiation of his projects, he united him to him* 
self in the closest ties o£ affection. To these ex* 
e^nt quaKties Jugurtha added a generosity of 
afeind and such admirable address^ that he insinu- 
ated himself into the. friendship of many in the 
Soman army. 
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vin. There were stvthat time in the army 
numbers of high rank, and several new men 
latdy advanced to honours, in whose estimation 
riches were of more value than truth and virtue; 
men who were at the head of factions^ of power- 
ful influence at Rome, and more respected by 
our allies for their splendid appearanoe than for 
uprightness and integrity. The language which 
they held with Jugurtha was of a tendency to fire 
with ambition a mind of itself bold and aspiring : 
they told him, after the demise of Midpsa, the 
jiingdom of Numidia would all fall to his lot ^ 
•his very superior merit would open the way; and 
«t Rome every thing was vened. 

Numantia was razed to the ground ; when Sd- 
^io^ on the point of dismissing the auxiliary 
forces, with intent to return to Rome, in a public 
harangue, at the head of the lines, bestowed the 
highest encomium on the merit of Jugurtha, and 
honoured him with magnificent presents, A& 
ter this, he retired to his pavilion, having directr 
«d Jugurtha to attend him^ and there in secret 
warned him by wholespme advice to court the * 
friendship of the Roman people by due respect to 
the whole body, not by indirect and seo^ 
practices with individuals ; private largesses 
would be ineffectual bribery, as wh»t belonged t6 
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the state could not be purdiased from a few ; atid 
the attempt would be attended with danger. 
His true way would be to persevere in the efker- 
tion of his admirable talents^ and he might assure 
himself that glory and empire would be his bright 
reward ; but if he meant by the influence of 
money to accelerate his elevation^ that veiy 
money would precipitate his ruin. 

IX. Having given this wholesome advice^ Sd*- 
pio dismissed him with a letter to Micipsa^ thf 
tenour of which was as follows : '' Jugurthayyoor 
relation^ has displayed uncommon abilities during 
the siege of Numantia ; this intelligenoe I per* 
siiade myself will give you the greatest pleasure. 
His merit has endeared him to me^ and it shall 
be my earnest care that he may stand as high in 
the esteem of thesenate andRoman people* With 
the sincerest friendship, I most heartily wish yoa 
joy : you have in Jugurtha a young man worthy 
of you, and his grandfather Masinissa.** The 
king now saw the report of common fame coht 
firmed by the Roman general's letter : the merit 
ot his nephew touched him nearly ; he was pleas- 
ad to see him so high in favour with Scipio, and 
a new train of sentiments took possession of his 
heart. He changed his purposes, and now rer 
liolye^ by acts of benevolence to win the afiec*- 
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hf adoptiMl^ waA m bis will declared him joint 
httr with hia two legitimate sons. In a few 
yMrafterwtrdf, finding himself decline in the 
vile df j^ears, reduced by illness and near his 
dissolotiony he adkd Jugurtha to his presence, 
«iid in the hearing 6f his sons Adherbal and Hi- 
cmpsal, and a. oirde of friends and relations, he 
i» laid to have ddsvered himself to the follow- 
'mg effeet: 

z« ^* You were of tender y^ars, Jugurtha, 
when you lost your £ithen In that helpless 
atate^ deserted by fortune and destitute of hope, 
I took you under ihy protection, in full confi- 
dence that gratitude would render me as dear to 
you, as natural affection would to my own chil- 
dren, if I should be blessed with any. Nor have 
my hopes deceived me. Not to mention your 
farmer merit, your return from Numantia has 
crowned me and my kingdom with immortal 
glory. The Romans were united with me in 
friendship; your valour has bound those ties 
closer than ever. In Spain you have revived 
the name of our family in all its splendour. To 
sum up all, you have accomplished the greatest 
difficulty in human affairs, you have raised glory 
M>ove the reach of envy itself. At present, as na- 
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ture is ready to close my days, I entreat you by 
this right hand, I conjure you by the good faith 
you owe to the whole kingdom, embrace and 
cherish these young princes, your relations by 
Urth, and, by my good will to you, your brothers. 

I warn you not to prefer to them a connexion 
with strangers ; our kindred ane the first objects 
of our regard. 

" Annies and riches are by no means the 
strength of kingdoms; friends are their best 
support ; and friends can neither be compelled 
hy force of arms, nor bought with gold : good 
£nth ahd generous actions are the only source 
of real friendship. What tie can be so binding 
§s that between brother and brother ? and who 
ean rely on the professions of a stranger, when 
he has shewn himself false to his near relations? 

*^ For my own pah, I shall leave to you a 
kingdom strong and powerful, if you live in 
harmdny afad virtue ; weak and tottering to its 
fidlj if you differ among yourselves. By con- 
cord the- smallest establishments increase, while 
by discord the greatest are brought to their ruin. 

II will be your duty, Jugurtha, your immediate 
cslre^ since you are superior in age and expe- 
>iente to these two young men, so to condutt 
•11 ybur mettsures as to prevent the possibility 
of inttfMial 4i¥isioti6. You thUj hy thil down 
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as a certain rule, that in all cases the most 
opulent, even though he has reason to com- 
plain, is considered as the aggressor, merely 
because the power is in his hands. As to you, 
Adherbal and Hiempsal, it will be your duty to 
esteem and honour this excellent young prince ; 
imitate his virtues ; let it be the grand endea- 
vour of your lives not to let men say, that I 
was happier in the choice I made by adoption 
than in my own legitimate issue." 

XI. During the whole of this discourse, Jtu 
gurtha, though he knew that the king spoke 
the language of dissimulation, and that^ far 
his own part, he harboured designs of a very 
different kind, yet still he gave a plausible an- 
swer, and such as suited the occasion. Micipsa, 
in a few days after, breathed his last. The 
young princes celebrat^ed his funeral honours 
with the magnificence due to the royal state, 
and in a short time met in council to deliberate 
on the ad^irs of the kingdom. Upon this oc- 
casion Hiempsal, the youngest of the three, 
by nature proud and fierce, and in the habit of 
despising Jugurtha for the meanness of his 
birth by the maternal side, took bis seat on the 
right hand of Adherbal, with intent that Ju- 
gurtha should not have the nuddle station, 
which is considered by the Nuxnidians as the 
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post of honour. His brother, however, took 
pains to convince him, that he owed a defe- 
rence to superior age; and Hiempsal, u|)on 
being overruled by these remonstrances, re- 
moved, though with great reluctance, to the 
further side. In the course of their various 
debates about the administration of the govern-- 
ment, Jugurtha, amidst a variety of matter, 
held it expedient to repeal all the laws and or- 
dinances that passed in the course of the last 
five years; alleging, that during that whole 
time Micipsa was superannuated, and his fa- 
culties, by consequence, were impaired. Hiemp- 
sal declared himself of the same opinion, and 
said that he approved of the measure, because 
it was within the last three years that Jugurtha 
was raised by adoption to a share in the go- 
vernment. A reply so keen penetrated to the 
very heart of Jugurtha, and there took deeper 
root than couldjjc supposed at the time. Fear 
and indignation rankled in his breast, insomuch 
that from that moment all his thoughts, all his 
schemes, all his stratagems, had nothing in 
view but the destruction of Hiempsal ; but his 
measures not proceeding with sufficient rapidity, 
while his revengeful spirit raged with unabating 
fury, he resolved, by the most expeditious 
meansj to execute his purpose. 
B 2 
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' XII. The dissensions that occurred between 
the princes in their first interview already men- 
tioned, made them come to a resolution, that 
the public treasure should be divided between 
them ; and that each should have a separate' 
province of the empire, with the boundaries 
correctly ascertained. Proper times were fixed 
for this partition; but the money was to be 
first distributed. From the meeting the three 
young monarchs withdrew to such places as lay 
contiguous to the spot where Micipsa deposited 
his treasure. ' It happened that Hiempsal re- 
turned to the city of TTiormida, and there fixed 
his residence in the house of a man who was 
Jugurtha'5 chief lictor, and always high in fa- 
vour with his master. Jugurtha saw that he 
had now by chancie a fit tool for the blackest 
iniquity. He loaded him with ample promises, 
and persuaded him to go, .under a pretence of 
seeing his own house, and to procure false keys 
to the locks, as the genuine were always de- 
Fivered to Hiempsal : he further added, that in 
good time he himself would visit the place, 
accompanied by a considerable force. The Nu- 
midian lost no time ; he executed his commis- 
sion with celerity ; and, in obedience to further 
direction, in. the dead of night, introduced a 
hand of soldiers into the house. The ruffi^s> 
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fis soon as they were in possession^ rushed to . 
every place in quest of the young king : they, 
murdered several in their sleep ; they put tQ 
the sword all who.canie to oppose them ; they 
searched every place of secrecy ; broke opea 
the doors that were shut against them^ and 
filled the house with rage and consternation^ 
At length Hiempsal was detected lurking in the 
room of a servant-maid^ to which, in the be* 
ginning of the uproar, he fled for shelter, nqt 
knowing a safer part, of the house. The mur- 
derers cut ofF his head, according to their or- 
ders, and conveyed it to Jugurtha* 

XIII, The report of this horrid murder soon 
resounded through all Africa; Adherbal was 
struck with terror, and all who had been the 
subjects of Micipsa were covered with con* 
flternation. The Numidians were divided into 
parties; the majority took the §ide of Adherbal; 
but the most warlike adhered to Jugurtha,who, 
therefore, began to collect a numerous army. 
He reduced several cities by force, and prevailed 
on others to submit to his obedience. To be 
sole monarch of Numidia was now the object 
of his ambition. Adherbal dispatched his mes- 
sengers to Rome, with an account of the tragic 
fate of bis brother, and the distress to which 
h^ himself was reduced ; but^ in the mean 
B 3 
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time, relying on the number of his forces, he re- 
solved to prepare for war. He hazarded a battle, 
and^ victory declaring against him, he fled for 
shelter to one of our provinces, and thence made 
the best of his way to Rome, 

Meantime Jugurtha, having carried all his 
schemes into execution, and become the master 
of Numidia, began to reflect upon his crimes, 
and to feel the reproaches of conscience : he 
dreaded the indignation of the Romans, and 
saw no way to elude their vengeance but by 
resorting to the avarice' of the nobles, and to 
an ample use of the money which he had at 
command. Accordingly, in a few days, he sent 
ambassadors to Rome well provided with quan- 
tities of gold and silver, with directions to 
make handsome presents to his old friends, to 
allure others by large donations, and, in short, 
to stop at no price; but by bribery to draw 
over as many as possible to his interest. 

The ambassadors, on their arrival at Rome, 
lost no time, but, in compliance with the king's 
instructions, distributed sums of money among 
his friends, and others who were of weight and 
influence in the senate. In consequence of this 
corruption, such a change of sentiment took 
place in the minds' of men, that Jugurtha, in- 
stead of being an object of detestation, rose 
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b(gh in favour with the noUes ; those who had 
sold themselves^ and others, who hoped to 
make good their market, tampered in private 
with the senators, to hinder that aesembly 
from coming to any harsh resohition against 
Jugurtha. As soon as the ambassadors had ar- 
ranged all matters, and were confident of sue* 
cess, a day was appointed for hearing the cause, 
and both parties were admitted to the bar of 
the senate. Upon that occasion Adherbal, we 
are told^ delivered a speech to the following 
effect: 

XIV, " Micipsa^ the late king, conscript Fa- 
thers, enjoined me on his death-bed to consider 
myself as invested with the administration only 
of the kingdom of Numidia, the right of go- 
\'eming and giving laws being centred in you. 
He further added, that it would be my duty, 
both in peace and war, to devote myself to 
the service of Rome, and to consider you as 
my real kindred, my best allies. By that con* 
duct I should be at all times sure of protection : 
your friendship, he said, would be to me armies, 
riches, and the support of my kingdom. In 
conformity to those directions I was planning 
all my measures, when Jugurtha, the worst and 
most nefarious of men, in defiance of your 
;^lthority, expelled me from my dominions; 
U 4 
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expelled the grandson of Masinissa ; me^ who^ 
from my birth derived a title to the friendship 
and alliance of Rome; he drove me forth a wan- 
derer from my own territories, and robbed and 
plundered me of all I was worth. 

'^ And now, reduced as I am, and forced to 
undergo so severe a destiny, it is the wish of 
my heart, conscript Fathers, that it had been 
in my power, on account of some merit of my 
own, instead of the services which you expe* 
rienced from my ancestors, to apply to you for 
protection. I wish, most sincerely wish, that 
I had been able to lay you under obh'gations 
without the necessity of expecting a return ; 
or, in my present situation, that I had some 
claim to the assistance which I am forced to 
beg. But integrity alone is no bulwark against 
violence and oppression; nor was it in my power 
to mould the mind of Jugurtha to principles o£ 
moderation. I come therefore, conscript fa- 
thers, to throw myself under your protection ;. 
and, believe me, it is no small part of my af- 
fliction, that I am obliged to. crave your as- 
sistance before I have deserved it. 

" Kings there are whom you conquered first, 

and then adini ted into your alliance ; others^ 

who in their day of distress sent to you for 

protection : but that was not the casp of my 

3- 
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fiirefathers; they espoused your cause when: 
you were involved in war with Carthage, a 
period when the honour of the Roman name 
was of more consequence than its success la 
war, 

*^ You see before you, conscript Fathers, a 
lineal descendant from that illustrious line ; you 
see the grandson of Masinissa, and will you 
puffer him to sue in vain ? The deplorable situ*' 
3tion to which I am reduced, will, J persuade 
myself, be a sufficient recommendation of my 
unhappy case without any other plea in my fa^ 
vour. A sad reverse of fortune has been my 
lot ; I was but lately a flourishing king, illus^ 
trious by my birth, of high renown, with a 
numerous army at my command, and now^ 
what is my lot ? fallen from that happy state, 
forlorn and destitute, covered with wretched'^ 
ness, I am an humble petitioner for your as* 
sistancCi In addition to all this misery, let me 
•ek you, will it become the majesty of the Ro« 
ip^n name to see innocence groaning under 
oppression, and to let a vile usurper aggrandize 
.himself by guilt ? 

*^ There are still other reasons to rouse your 
indigrr. sn : I have been driven from the terri* 
tory V waj the gift of the Roman peof^ 
to li.y ^. . :r&; from that very territory, which 
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my father and grandfather^ in a league with the 
Roman arms^ conquered from Syphax and the 
Carthaginians. Your generous present, con- 
script Fathers, your bounty is torn from me ; 
in my person you are insulted, 

" Wretch that I am ! and, O my Fathers ! 
16 this the result of all your goodness, of all 
your generosity to a man, whom you raised to 
an equality with your own children ? Shall he, 
whom you made joint^heir to your kingdom, 
shall that ungrateful monster be the murderer 
of all your race ? Shall our unhappy family never 
know the sweets of peace ? Must carnage and 
destruction be our constant lot ? 

^* While the Carthaginians w^re able to 
maintain their powerVre had nothing to expect 
but the calamities of war : the enemy was near 
at hand, you were at a distance, and all our 
hope was centred in the force of arms. From 
that plague Africa was at length delivered; 
from that time we enjoyed the halcyon days 
of peace ; we knew no enemies but yours ; if 
not called out by you, we had no war to wage. 

But now, behold! Jugurtha, on a sudden 
inflamed with pride and insolence, breathing 
rage and fury, rushes forth the disturber of the 
world, murders my brother, though his own 
relation^ and usurps his dominions as the lawful 
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prize of an assassin. After that exploit he laid 
snares for me; and not being able to accomplish 
his fell design, in the hour of profound peaoe^ 
when I had no reason to expect war and open 
violence, he marched against me with all his 
forces, attacked me in your kingdom, drove me 
from my palace, reduced me to want and mi- 
sery, and, as you see, sent me forth a wretched 
wanderer, to seek a place of safety in any part 
of the world, rather than in my own dominions* 
*^ Micipsa, conscript Fathers, was often heard 
to say, and I cordially agreed with him, that 
they who in earnest sought your alliance under-, 
took an arduous task, but pursued the sure 
road to safety and protection from injury. My 
femily, tQ their utmost, have been faithful to 
you and yours, and now it is in your power 
to confer tranquillity upon their descendants. 
The deceased king, conscript Fathers, left two 
legitimate sons, and when l)y adoption he made 
Jugurtha a third, he conceived that gratitude 
)vould bind him to us in the cbsest connexion i 
my brother has already fallen a victim, while I 
have with difficulty escaped the dagger of the 
assassia. 

" What now remains for me? Whither must 
I ily ? where seek a shelter from calamity and 
ruin? The strength of my family is extinf. 
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guished ; my fether has paid his debt to nature ; 
my brother is no more ; the hand that should 
have protected him put an end to his life ; all 
who were connected with me, my friends, my 
relations, my allies, all, all have fallen victims to 
tile tyrant's power : a different catastrophe has 
been their lot; some have perished on the 
cross ; others have been devoured by wild beasts ; 
and the few whom his vengeance has spared are 
thrown into dungeons, there to groan in misery 
of heart, and linger in pangs worse tiian death. 
** As to myself, conscript Fathers, if my 
condition remained unaltered, if my friends 
itill adhered to me, and Fortune continued to 
fmile upon me, I should still, in any sudden 
emergency, rely on your friendship, on your 
generous suf^rt; on you, conscript Fathers, 
who are masters of the world, the friends of 
justice, and, as becomes your dignity, the ene^ 
piiea of oppression. At present, banished from 
»y native land, an exile from my palace, aban* 
doned by my friends, stripped of every thing, 
a nailed wanderer, which way shall I fly ibr 
nfuge } of whom can I seek assistance ? what 
nations can I visit ? what kings can I implore ? 
They are all against me, all inveterate enemies. 
Our £imily^ were the firm allies of Rome, and 
<NV this account the nations have conspired 



TH£ WAR AOAINST JV6URTRA. "251 

against us. Is there a country that I can safely 
enter ? None, conscript Fathers, there is none : 
in every land there are monuments of the va* 
lour exerted by my family in league with you ; 
and can it be expected, that they who waged 
war against you will now forget all hostility, and 
feel compassion for me ? 

^' Permit me to add, conscript Fathers, that 

we were educated by Masinissa in a fixed re* 

solution to cultivate your friendship, and yours 

only ; to make no other connexions, no other 

treaty of alliance, but to place all our confidence 

in the Roman people ; and, should Fortune at 

any time declare against you, that we should 

stand prepared to share your fate, or bravely 

fall in one general ruin. But now, by your own 

valour, and the blessing of the gods, you have 

a great and flourishing empire ; you enjoy a 

course of uninterrupted prosperity ; the world 

is at your command, and it is now in your power 

to vindicate the cause of your allies : I foresee 

but one obstacle to my wishes ; Jugurtha I 

know has connexions ambng you, and, as his 

character is not seen in its true light, his friends, 

I fear, will too easily be prejudiced against me ; 

they are, as I am informed, already at work ; 

they exert their best efForts in his favour ; they 

tamper with individuals ; they canvass for your 
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votes ; they pray, solicit, and importune all \tt 
general, not to decide before the cause is heard, 
and to frame no decree against Jugurtha in his 
absence. Their pretext is, that by false colours 
I endeavour to impose upon you, and represent 
myself as a banished man; whereas I might have 
continued on my throne in perfect safety. 

" Would that my mortal enemy were pre- 
sent ! would that I could hear the author of 
my misfortunes attempt to set up such a defence 
of his outrageous conduct I and, above all, I 
could wish that the management of human 
affairs was assumed either by you, conscript 
Fathers, or by the immortal gods: in that case, 
the man who now enjoys his conquests, and 
triumphs in his guilt, would be brought to pu- 
nishment, and, in agony of the severest torture, 
be made to suffer for his base ingratitude to 
^ my father^ for the murder of my brother, and 
the calamities heaped on me. 

" And, O my brother ! whose memory I shall 
ever cherish, though you have been prematurely 
cut off, and that by the very hand that ought 
to have protected you, I feel myself inclined 
rather to congratulate with you than to deplore 
your fate. It is true you lost your kingdom in 
the prime of life, but you have been delivered 
from flight, from exile, from want and beg- 
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gar}% and all the horrors with which I am Over- 
whehned. Fallen from a throne^ and sunk to 
the lowest of distress and misery, I live to ex- 
hibit a mournful spectacle of the vicissitudes of 
human life. What now remains for me ? what 
course can I pursue ? Shall I undertake to re- 
venge your barbarous murder } Alas ! I am in 
want of every thing: must I think of reco- 
vering my kingdom ? Wretch that I am ! my 
life or death is in the hands of others. I could 
wish that it were honourable to close my mis- 
fortunes by death, and throw off at once the 
disgrace of living under oppression ; but since 
I can neither live without pain, nor die without 
infamy, I conjure you, conscript Fathers, I 
implore you, by the regard you owe to your- 
selves, by your diildren, by your ancestors, by 
the majesty of the Roman empire, extend your 
protection to a man wretched and oppressed ; 
shew the world that you are the avengers of 
injury to the weak ; that you will not look tamely 
on, and suffer your own kingdom of Numidia 
to be the reward of villany and blood, and to 
sink under the ruins of our family." 

XV* As soon as Adherbal closed his speech, 
Jugurtha's i^nts, relying more upon the per- 
suasive power of gold than their own eloquence, 
or the justice of their cause, replied vyith re- 
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IfMtkkhit hrtvity: *' Hiempsal," they said, 
*^ V99S put to death by his own subjects on ac- 
count of his cruelty ; and as to Adherbal, he, 
Without plt)VOCation, had recourse to open war ; 
and now, being- defeated, had come tb com- 
phiti that he was not suffered to carry his mad 
projects into execution. All that Jugurtha 
prayed, was that the seliate would believe him to 
bd still the same man whom they knew at Nu-^ 
IMntia; that they would judge him by his 
ftGtions, and not by the malice of his enemy/* 
Afler this both parties withdrew. The Fi- 
thers wfent into a debate. The partisans of Ju- 
gurtha, and those who acted under the same 
corrupt influence, paid no regard to Adherbal's 
tioquence ; they treated his reasoning With cold 
indifferenoe ; they were loud in praise of Ju- 
guf tba*s ms^animity ; and by all their art, by 
all their influence, by the energy of their Vdicfe, 
by every exertion in tlieir power, they coA- 
t^lMted and harangued in favour of guilt and 
treachery, with as much ai'ddur as they could 
have shewn in defence of their owti reputation. 
The opposition formed a small party, consisting 
^ mkn of honour, whose principles were not 
to be shaken by the power of nhoney. That 
-Altherbal ought to be supported, and due veti^ 
executed on the murderer of Hiempsal, 



THE WAR AOAINST JU6U1ITHA. 267 

\vas their decided opinion. Of this number 
i^milius Scaurus was the distinguished leader, 
a man of noble rank and ardent spirit ; factious^ 
and eager to grasp at power^ honours/ and 
riches^ yet at the same time endued with skill 
to disguise all these propensities. He saw the 
shameful and undisguised profusion with which 
Jugurtha's money was distributed; and as he 
was aware that such open corruption might, as 
generally happens, excite the indignation of the 
public, he had the address to lay a restraint on 
his usual rapacity^ 

XVI, The question^ at length, was carried by 
the venal party, to whom money was of more 
value than truth and justice. The senate passed 
a decree, empowering ten commissioners to 
divide the whole kingdom, lately subject to 
Micipsa, between Adherbal and Jugurtha. The 
person at the head of this embassy was Lucius 
Opimius, a man of high reputation^ and at 
that time of great sway in the senate, havmg, 
in the year of his consulship "*, put to death 
Caius Gracchus and Marcus Fulvius, and ob- 
tained for the nobility a complete victory over 
the encroachments of the peopje. Jugurtha 

* See Note B. 

s 
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had experienced the friendship of Opimius at 
Rome ; but was not, on that account, less as- 
siduous in paying his court to him on his ar- 
rival. He plied him with presents and pro- 
mises so effectually, that the commissioner sold 
himself, his honour, and all that could be dear 
to him, to the ambitious views of the prince. 
The other commissioner^ were assailed by the 
same arts, and the majority fell into the snare. 
There were some, and those but few, whose 
zeal for justice was superior to avarice. The 
^result was, that in the partition that was made, 
the provinces that lay contiguous to Mauritania, 
and were the richest and most populous part of 
the kingdom, were assigned to Jugurtha : the 
remaining territory, which had the advantage 
of convenient harbours, and was adorned with 
beautiful buildings, but which boasted more 
of elegance than real use, fell to the lot of 
Adherbal. 

XVII. Here my subject seems to call for a 
concise description of Africa, and at the same 
time some account of those states with which 
Rome has been engaged, either in war or treaties 
of alliance.. In performing this task, I shall 
say nothing of those remote parts of the coun- 
try, or those distant nations, which the heat of 
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the climate, the difficulty of the roads, and 
vast unbounded deserts,, have rendered inac* 
cessible; I shall merely state what is well known^ 
and that with all possible brevity. 

In the division of the globe, geographers i^ 
general have agreed to consider Africa as the 
third part of the world ; while others, though 
few in number, allow no more than the two 
grand divisions of Asia and Euft>pe, contending, 
that Africa is part of Europe. Be that as it may^ . 
Africa is bounded on the west by the narrow 
strait which opens a communication between the 
Mediterranean sea and the ocean ; and on the 
eastern side by an imniense valley, which ex* 
tends to a prodigious length in one uninterrupted 
declivity, called by the natives Catabathmos. 
The African sea is rough and tempestuous, and 
there are no harbours on the coast. The soil 
produces grain in abundance, affords good pas* 
ture for cattle, but is unkind to the growth of 
trees. The want of rain and of land-springs 
occasions a penury of water. The natives are 
a robust and healthy race, renuirkably swift, 
hardy, and patient of labour: in general, if 
they escape the sword, or the beasts of prey, 
they die of old age, for mortality by sickness 
is seldom known. The country, however, is 
8 2 
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infested by an abundance of poisonous ani^ 
xnals. . 

Who were the first inhabitants of Africa, 
what people, in process of time, incorporated 
with them, ajid how they formed their civil 
union, are questions of some difficulty, which 
I shall here attempt to answer ; and though the 
account which I have to offer is different from 
the received opinion, yet, as it is extracted 
from books in the Punic language (the pro- 
perty, as lam told, of king Hiempsal), and has 
been translated for my use, I shall' here, as 
concisely as possible, submit it to the reader, 
the more willingly, as I am informed that it 
agrees with the received opinion of the inha- 
bitants. The truth must rest on the authority 
of the original authors. 

XVIII. The first inhabitants of Africa were 
the Getulians and Libyans, an untutored, savage 
people, who knew no food but the flesh of wild 
animals, or the grass of the field, which they 
ate like the herds of cattle 3 a people without 
laws, without forms of government, without 
any authority over them ; a race of wandering 
vagabonds, who had no settled habitation, but, 
when night came on, lay down to rest where 
ohance directed them. At last, when Hercules 
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died (as the Africans think) in Spain^ his army, 
composed of various nations^ did not long hold 
together. Their leader being lost, a number 
of ambitious rivals aspired to the command, 
and in that contention the whole was soon dis- 
persed. The Medes, the Persians, and Arme- 
nians, crossed over into Africa, and possessed 
themselves of the lands that lie contiguous to 
the Mediterranean ; the Persians indeed pene» 
trated farther towards the west, and settled near 
the Atlantic ocean ; where, having laid their 
ships upside down, they made them serve as 
cottages. This expedient was necessary, as there 
were in the country no materials for the struc- 
ture of edifices, and from Spain none could be 
imported. The passage from the ocean was 
too long, and the circumstance of their lan- 
guage being unintelligible to the people of 
Spain, ttifid^ comnjerce between them altogether 
impracticable. In process of time they inter- 
married and mingled with the Getulians ; and 
as they led a roving life in quest of fertile soil, 
they took the name of Numidians. In fact, to 
this very day, the huts of the peasantry, which 
^re by them called mapalia, preserve the form 
of inverted ships, being all of considerable 
length, raised 4n the middle, and sloping t<v. 
(yards the ends. 

9 3 
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Tl^e Medes and Armenians were in a short 
time incorporated with the Libyans, who oc- 
cupied the country that bordered on the African 
6ea. The Gretulians were advanced higher up 
the country, nearer to the south, and almost 
under the burning sun. The Libyans were 
divided from Spain by a narrow $trait, and^ 
having a short passage, they began to enter into 
trade and commerce with that country. Their 
name in time wa^ corrupted by the Libyans, who 
called them, in their barbarous language, Mauri 
Or Moors, instead of Medes. The Persians, 
however, soon found themselves in a flourish- 
ing condition, and population increased with 
such rapidity, that numbers of their issue, 
still calling themselves Numidians, emigrated 
from their families, and established themselves 
in the country which lies contiguous to Car- 
thage, and goes by the name of Numidia. 
Having formed a close union among themselves, 
they were in a short time able, with their com- 
bined force, to subjugate their neighbours ; or, 
by the terror of their name, to reduce them to 
submission. In this manner they acquired an 
extensive reputation ; but none were so famous 
as those who made advances along the coast 
nearest to Rome. The Libyans who inhabited 
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those parts of the country were not so warlike 
as the Getdlians^ and, for that rea^n, were 
easily suhdued. In consequence of these ad* 
vantages, almast the whole of Ipwer Africa fell 
under the dominion of the Numidians. The 
conquerors and the conquered held the same 
name, and formed one people^ 

XIX. The Phoenicians were the next adven* 
turers on the coast pf Africa. Their migration 
was partly occasioned by a desire to relieve 
their country from an overflow of numbers, 
arid partly by the ambition of some, ihho aspired 
to supreme command, and who drew into their 
design the common people, and such as were 
fond of innovation. They built the cities of 
Hippo, Adrumetum, Leptis, and other maritime 
towns. These several places soon increased in 
strength, and in process of tijne were either 
a strong support, or an honour to their mo» 
ther-country. Of Carthage I say nothing; 
to observe a total silence on such a subject, 
Beems to me better than to say but little. My 
attention is now called to a different objects 

I return to the plains of Catabathmos, which 
form the boundary between Africa and Egypt* 
As we trace the margin of the sea, the first city 
that occurs on the coast is Cyrene, found by a 

s 4 
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colony from the isle of Theza. The two Syrtes 
are the next in succession. The city of Leptis 
stands between them, and not far from that 
place we find the altars of the Phileni, which 
terminate the Carthaginian state on the side of 
Egypt. There are on the coast some other 
Punic' cities. The whole country from thence^ 
as far as Mauritania^ is subject to the Numi- 
dians. The lands nearer to Spain are occupied 
by the Moors. Beyond Numidia the Getulians 
are said to hold a large territory in their pos- 
session. Some of the inhabitants^ we are told, 
dwell in cottages, and the rest, leading a more 
savage life, roam about without any settled ha- 
bitations. ^Ethiopia is the next country, and 
beyond it are tracts parched up by the torrid 
sun. In the war with Jugurtha, Rome, by her 
own magistrates, administered law in most of 
the Punic cities, and through the territory held 
till lately by the Carthaginians. The greater 
part of the country of the Getulians, and also 
of the Numidians, as far as the river Mulucha, 
was in the hands of Jugurtha. Mauritania was 
under the dominion of Bocchus, a king to whom 
the Romans were known by name only, and 
who had not hitherto distinguished himself 
cither in peace or war. 
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What I have said of Africa and its inhabit* 
ants, will be sufficient to illustrate the following 
history, 

x3c. Having nnade a division of Numidia, the 
commissioners returned to Rome. Upon that 
occasion, Jugurtha, finding that, instead of 
being punished for all his enormities, he was, 
contrary to his expectations, crowned with re* 
wards and honours, could not help reflecting on 
what his friends had told him at Numantia, 
namely, that all things were bought and sold at 
Rome. Convinced of this truth, and further 
encouraged by the promises of the venal crew 
on whom he had lavished his bounty, he now 
began to conceive a deep design against Adherbal 
and his kingdom. He had gr^at advantages on 
\m side ; bold, fierce, and warlike, he was op* 
posed to a prince whose spirit was mild, and 
whose disposition was pacific; \^o exposed 
himself to his adversaries with the most simple 
openness, who feared every thing, and was to be 
feared in nothing. Jugurtha therefore, without 
loss of time, having collected a considerable! 
force, made an irruption into AdherbaPs territ-^ 
tory, took a number of prisoners, seized a quan- 
tity of cattle and other booty ; set fire to the 
buildings, and, at the head of his cavalry, r^ 
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vaged and laid waste the oountty. After thir 
exploit he recalled his troops^ and marched 
back to his own dominions. What he had 
done he conceived would be sufficient to pro- 
voke Adherbal to make reprisals^ and^ of course^ 
light up the flames of war. 

Adherbal^ sensible of his inferiority, and pla- 
cing his confidence more in the Romans than his 
own subjects^ contented himself with sending 
ambassadors to state his grievances, and expos- 
tulate with Jugurtha. The deputies received 
violent and contumacious answers, and returned 
to th^ir master, who still retained his pacific sen- 
timents. He had already tried the fortune of 
war without success, and was now determined to 
bear every insult, rather than have recourse to 
«rms. 

Jugurtha however still persisted in his design: 
his ambition never once relented, and he had al- 
ready in imagination overrun and conquered the 
whole of AdherbaFs kingdom . He now resolved 
to change his measures, and not, as before, with 
a predatory band, but at the head of a powerful 
army, to make open war, with the avowed inten- 
tion of rendering himself sole monarch of Numi- 
dia. Wherever he marched, his way was mark- 
ad with ruin : cities were sacked and plutider- 
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'ed ; the countty was laid waste^ and immense 
•plunder seized in every quarter : he omitted no- 
thing to inflame the spirit of his men, and cover 
the enemy with consternation* 

XXI, Adherbal, in this distressful situation, 
seeing that he must either abdicate his kingdom, 
or retain it by arms, took the alternative of col- 
lecting his forces and inarching against Jugurtha. 
The two armies encamped in sight of each other, 
at a small distance from the sea, near the city of 
Cirta. The day being far advanced, no en- 
gagement happened. The greater part of the , 
night being spent, and the dawn of day approach- 
ing, Jugurtha^s soldiers, on a signal given, rushed 
with finy into the enemy's camp. Some were 
half asleep, others were snatching up their arms ; 
and, in this confusion, they were either put to 
the sword, or compelled to fly, Adherbal, with a 
small band of cavalry, fled to the city of Grta, 
so closely pursued, that if a body of Romans had 
not repulsed the Numidians from the walls, the 
war between the two kings would have been be- 
gun and ended in a single day. 

Jugurtha invested the place. Ite advanced 
his towers, his covered galleries, and battering 
engines of every kind, and pressed the siege with 
all his vigour, in hopes of forcing the garrison 
fo surrender^ before the deputies, who he knew 
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had been dispatched by Adherbal before this 
battle, could be able to reach the city of Rome* 
3utthesenate had received intelligence, and, find-* 
ing the war was actually commenced, they sent a 
deputation of three young men, with directions 
to see both kings, and inform them, in the name 
p( the senate and Roman people, that they were 
required forthwith to lay down their arms, and 
refer their differences to the decision of law and 
justice, rather than to the force of arms ; such 
conduct being most conformable to the dignity 
of Rome and the honour of the Numidian 
princes. 

XXII. The deputies without loss of time ar- 
rived in Afripa, They used the utmost expedi- 
tion, because, before their ^^parture, the late 
battle and the siege of Cirta >vere a topic of con- 
versation at Rome. Th^ particulars, however, 
were npt ^uthenticatedt The deputies opened 
their commission : Jugurtha told them in re- 
ply, " that nothing was greater, nothing dearer 
to him than the authority of the senate : from 
his earliest youth it had been the study of hjs 
life to meitt the esteem of all good men. It 
was by virtuous, not by disingenuous actions, that 
he was admitted to the friendship of that illus- 
trious character, Publius Scipio : by persevering 
}n the same conduct he obtained the favour ^f 
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Micipsa, who made him his heir, not for the want 
of children of his own, but on account of the 
merit which he observed in him. .The more he 
felt this consciousness of his own deserts, the 
less he was inclined to bow to the injustice of 
others* Adherbal was the aggressor : he formed 
a dark design against Jugurtha*s life/ and, the 
plot being discovered, measures were taken to 
counteract him. The Roman people would 
neither act a part consistent with their own ho- 
nour, nor with the public good, if they debarred 
him from the due exercise of the law of nations. 
Upon the whole, he was determined, with all 
possible dispatch, to send deputies to Rome, with 
a full and clear account of all transactions." 
In this manner was closed the negotiation of the 
Roman ambassadors. They had no interview 
with Adherbal. 

XXIII. Jugurtha, when he had reason to be* 
lieve that the agents of Rome had sailed from 
Africa, began to see that Cirta was so strong by 
• nature, that it could not be taken by storm. He 
therefore formed a close blockade ; he made lines 
of circumvallation, sunk trenches round the 
walls, advanced high towers, and placed in each 
of them a strong military force : he continued 
indefatigable day and night, exerting all the ef- 
forts of force and of stratag;em ; at one time he 
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endeavoured to corrupt the garriton by bribes ; 
at anotherhe tried to reduce them by the strength 
of his arms. By promises, by warm exhortations^ 
he did every thing to animate the valour of his 
men, and, in short, left nothing untried for his 
purpose. Adherbal was now reduced to the 
last extremity ; his mortal enemy was pressingf 
on every side ; he saw no hope of relief ; provi- 
sions were failing, and there was no possibility 
of carrying on the war. In this distress he se- 
lected two of his followers, the most bold and 
daring ofthose who had accompanied him in his 
flight, and thrown themselves into the towil of 
Cirta. He represented his case to these two 
men ; he excited their compassion, and, by add- 
ing liberal promises^ prevailed upon them to find 
their way in the dead of night through the en* 
trenchments of the enemy to the sea-side, and 
sul from thence to Rome. The two Numi* 
dians in a few days succeeded in their undertak- 
ing. AdherbaPs letter was read in the senate^ 
and was in substance as follows : 

XXIV. " That I resort to you so often, con- 
script Fathers, and trouble you with repeated 
solicitations, is not a fault to be imputed to me. 
The violence of Jugurtha is the cause. Bent on 
my destruction, he regards neither your autho- 
rity, nor the vengeance of the immortal gods. 
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Nothing but my blood can appease his fury. 
It is now almost fire months since I, the friend 
and ally of the Roman people, have been a pri- 
soner close besieged. He forgets the favours con- 
ferred upon him by my father Micipsa. Your 
decrees he sets at defiance. I am pressed by fa- 
mine and the sword, and which to dread most, I 
cannot say. Of Jugurtha I will add no more at 
present ; my own wretched condition will not 
allow me to multiply complaints, and, besides, I 
know by experience that the language of misery 
is not always believed. It will be proper to ob- 
serve, that this aspiring man aims at something 
more than my destruction. Can he hope to po8« 
sess my kingdom, and at the same time to enjoy 
your friendship? Both are incompatible; which 
of the two is the object of his wishes^ is too plain 
to admit .of a doubt. His first exploit was the 
murder of my brother Hiempsal. Since that, 
I have been driven by him from my paternal do- 
minions. But these are private injuries, in which 
you have no concern : there are others which af- 
fect you nearly : he has taken possession of a 
kingdom that belongs to you : you raised me to 
the throne of Nuraidia, and he keeps me 
close besieged. How much regard he paiid to 
the deputies who delivered your orders, my dis- 
tresses too plainly shew. What remedy is lefl ? 
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It is for you to have recourse to arms : nothing 
else can make^an impression on him. As ta 
myself^ I most sincerely wish, that what I now 
write, and what I urged in person at the bar of 
the senate, were a mere fiction, instead of being 
verified by the misery I endure. But since it is 
my unhappy lot to be made by Jugurtha a public 
spectacle of calamity, it is not to be delivered 
from death and misfortune that I now implore 
you : no ; rescue me from the hands of the inhu- 
man tyrant ; let me not be his prisoner ; save me 
from the torments which his barbarity has pre-» 
pared. I ask no more. The kingdom of Numi- 
dia belongs to you ; dispose of it as you think 
proper j but snatch me from the power of that 
barbarian : this is my humble supplication. I 
conjure you by the majesty of Rome, by the good 
faith of friendship, and the alliance I have had 
with you ; and by the services of my grandfather 
Masinissa, if yet his virtues have a place in your 
memory.'* 

XXV. This letter being read, a motion was 
made by some of the senators, that an army 
should be sent into Africa, in order to give im- 
mediate relief to Adherbal : in the mean time, 
they proposed that Jugurtha's want of deference 
to the Roman ambassadors should be taken into 
consideration. This was opposed by Jugurtha's 
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party : they exerted themselves to prevent such 
a decree, and sacrificed, as is too frequently the 
case, public good to private intrigue. It was, 
however, resolved to send ambassadors into 
Africa; and for this purpose they appointed 
a set of men, of high rank, who had been long 
versed in business, and had passed through the 
highest offices of the magistracy. At thehead 
of them was Marcus Scaurus, who has been 
already mentioned. He was at that time of 
consular rank, and of the senate. These new 
commissioners, finding that the popular voice 
was loud against Jugurtha, and being strongly 
urged by the Numidian deputies, embarked in 
the space of three days. They had a short pas- 
sage to Utica. From that place they sent a 
dispatch to Jugurtha, summoning him to attend 
them in the Roman province, and receive the 
orders which they brought with them from the 
senate. 

Jugurtha was informed that the commission* 
ers, who were sent to counteract his designs, 
were men of high rank and consequence at 
llome. The news alarmed him ; he felt him- 
self torn by conflicting passions : the conse- 
quence of disobeying the orders of the senate 
was before his eyes ; but a heart inflamed with 
rage for power, prompted him to persist in the 

T 
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evil which he had begun. "Pear at length 
yielded to ambition, which^ in a heart like his, 
was irresistible. He drew up his forces round 
the towUj with intent to carry it by a general 
assault, as, by compelling the besieged to divide 
their attention to different quarters, he con-* 
oeived that he might be able, by force or strata- 
gem, to make himself master of the place^ 
His attempt not meeting with success, he saw 
the impossibility of gratifying his wish of get- 
ting Adherbal into his power, before he went to 
an interview with the Boman deputies; and 
fearing that delay might give ofience to Scaurus^ 
whose resentment he dreaded most, he pro- 
ceeded with a small party of cavalry into the 
Roman province. He there was told, in a tone 
of menace, the high indignation with which 
the senate heard that he had not yet abandoned 
the siege. A long debate ensued, and in the. 
end, the commissioners, without effecting any 
thing, returned to Rome. . 

XXVI. As soon as these transactions were 
known at Cirta, the adventurers from Italy, 
who were there in garrison, and had hitherto 
defended the place, began to consider that, 
protected by the m^esty of Rome, they might 
safely surrender, without any danger to their 
persons. In this persuasion, they gave it as 
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their opinion to Adherbal that he would do 
Well to yield himself and the town to Jugurtha^ 
without any terms of capitulation, except the 
safety of his own person. For the rest, he 
might rely on the care of the senate. Adher- 
bal was convinced that any expedient would be 
safer than the plighted faith of Jugurtha ; but 
reflecting, at the same time, that it was in the 
power of those who proposed the measure to 
carry it into execution, in spite of all resistance 
on his part, he thought it best to comply, and 
accordingly submitted to the conqueror. Ju- 
gurtha seized him without delay, and put him 
to death, under the most excruciating torments* 
After this exploit, he gave to the sword all the 
young Numidian soldiers, and with them all the 
foreign traders, in one promiscuous* carnage. 

XXVII. As soon as this horrid massacre was 
known at Rome, the senate took it into consi- 
deration. In that assembly Jugurtha still had 
friends, who, by interrupting the speakers, by 
exerting all their influence, by protracting the 
debate^ did all that was in their power to varnish 
the horror of his crimes. Certain it is, th^t 
if Caius Memmius *, tribune elect, a man of 
determined spirit, who stood firm in opposition 

* See Note C. 
t 2 



276 SAtLlfSt. 

to the pride of the nobles *, had not made it hut 
business to inform the people at large, that a 
party in the senate were playing a game to serve 
the cause of Jugurtha, all resentment would 
have evaporated in frivolous debates, and that 
monster's guilt would have passed with impu- 
nity ; such was the influence of party, and the 
power of Numidian money ! But the senate^ 
alarmed by the clamour of the people, felt a 
remorse of conscience, and, in conformity to 
the Sempronian law, proceeded to appoint go^ 
iremors of the provinces. Numidia and Italy 
were assigned to Publius Scipio Nasica, and. 
Lucius Bestia Calphumius, both consuls elect. 
Numidia fell to the lot of Calphumius, and 
Italy to that of Scipio. Measures for raising 
an army, to be sent into Africa, were imme- 
diately taken ; and a fund provided for the pay 
of the soldiers, and all the expense of the 
waK 

XXVIII. Jugurtha received an account of 
these proceedings, which were altogether con- 
trary to his expectations. It was still his fixed 
opinion that Rome was a scene of venah'ty ; 
and accordingly he dispatched his son, with 
two confidential friends, on an embassy to the 

» See Note D, 
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senate,. His instructions to these deputies 
were the same as he had formerly given to them 
whom he sent after the murder of Hiempsal^ 
namely, to make their approach to all men by 
bribery and corruption. While they were on 
their way to Rome, Bestia convoked the senate 
to deliberate whether the deputies should be re- 
ceived within the walls. The Fathers decreed, 
that, if they did not come to submit both 
Jugurtha and his kingdom to the authcmty of 
the senate, they should depart out of Italy in 
the space of ten days at farthest. This resolu«^ 
tion, by the order of the senate, was commu* 
nicated by the consul, and the Numidians re- 
turned home without any kind of success. 

Bestia in the mean time completed his levies, 
and, having formed the army, chose for his of- 
ficers men of rank and intrigue, whose authority 
he hoped would be a sanction to his misconduct. 
Scaurus, of whose disposition and character we 
have already given some idea, was one of the 
number. As to the consul himself, he had 
many excellent qualities both of body and mind ; 
but avarice was his ruling passion. He was pa- 
tient of fatigue, of an active spirit, great circutn* 
spection, well versed in military affairs, Una in 
the moment of danger, and guarded against sur* 
T 3 
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prise. • His new-raised legions marched through 
Italy to Rhegium, and having crossed over to 
Sicily, sailed from thence to Africa. The consul 
had taken care to be provided with all necqgsaries^ 
and by consequence entered Numidia in such 
force, that he took a number of prisoners/ an4 
several cities, by the strength of his arms. 

XXIX. Jugurtha made his approaches to the 
Boman general by ofiers of money, ^d tool;, 
care, at the same time, to paint to hitn in the 
strongest-colours all thedifficultiesof theimpend- 
ing war. By these arts, 9 mind devoted to ava? 
rice was easily conquered : he chose, however, to 
act in concert with Scaurus, who, though he hacl 
in the beginning (when almost all of his faction 
sold themselves) t^ken a w^rm and violent part 
aga'mst the Numidian king, was now no longep 
proof against corruption, but repeived a vast sum 
pf money, and forgot at once all principles of 
truth and honour. 

Jugurtha, at first, h^d nothing in view but a 
4elay of hostilities, conceiving that in the mean 
time he should be able to gain friends, and 
strengthen his interest at Rome, But when he 
learned that Scaurus took an active part in the 
negotiation, he flattered himself with hopes of 
obtaining a settled peace, and therefore resolve4 
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io meet his two friends, and to negotiate in per- 
son the terms of a general compromise. To en* 
eourage him in this design, the consul, as a pledge 
for his security, sent Sextius the quaestor, to the 
dty of Vacca, where Jugurtha had fixed his re* 
tidence. For this step the pretext was, that Sex- 
tius was to receive a quantity of com, which Cal« 
phumius had required of Jugurtha's deputies, 
in returp for the suspension of arms, which was 
granted to their master, while the terms of his 
surrender were under consideration. Matters 
being thus arranged, Jugurtha, as he had propo** 
sed, entered the Roman camp. He addressed 
the council of officers, and, having in a short 
speech endeavoured to palliate his guilt, desired 
that his surrender might be accepted. For the 
rest, he settled his terms in a private conference 
with Bestia and Scaurus. On the following day, 
without further debate, and without the formality 
of collecting the votes, his surrender passed 
in the affirmative. At the same time the consul 
made an order, that thirty elephants, some cattle 
and a number of horses, with a moderate sum of 
money, should be delivered to the quaestor, 
jugurtha complied with the terms. This busi* 
ness finished^ Bestia set out for Rome, in order 
Io preside as consul at the election of magis^ 

T 4 
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trates. Numidia in the mean time, and the 
Boman army, remained in profound peace. 

XXX. The transactions in Africa, and the con- 
duct observed upon the occasion, being divulged 
at Rome, the consul and his administration en- 
gaged the attention of all classes of nj.en. Thci 
people were loud and violent, a^d the senate in- 
volved in doubt and difficulty. Whether it werQ 
best to confirm a treaty so very base and disho- 
nourable, or to declare it null and void, was a ques- 
tion that held them in most fluctuating suspense. 
Of this hesitation the prime cause was Scaurus, 
who was known to have acted in conjunction with 
Bestia, and indeed to have been his principal ad- 
viser. The weight aqd influence of this map were 
such^ that the Fathers were deterred from, deciding 
with honour and integrity. In the- midst of this 
weakness and iiresolution of the senate, Giius 
Memmius, whom we hav^s already described as 
a pei'son of undaunted spirit, and a determined 
enemy of the nobles, took every opportunity to 
^harangue and inflame the populace: he exhorted 
them to assert their rights; he called upon then^ 
to stand firm in their country's cause, and not 
tamely to resign their liberty ; he painted forth in 
glaring colours the pride, the arrogance, and the 
inhuman conduct of the nobles ; and^ in short. 
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omitted nothing that could stimulate the feelings 
of the multitude. 

As the eloquence of this man was at that time 
in great celebrity, and made a deep impression on 
the public mind, I have judged it nqt improper 
to select one speech out of a number that he 
made, as ^ specimen of his manner. I shall 
choose, in particular, the^t which he spoke to aa 
i|ssembly of the people afler the return of ^estia^ 
9nd which ran as follows : 

xf XI. '^ A number of circumstances, O my M^ 
|ow-citizens! conspire to deter me from taking 
any part in pu|)]ic afiairs ; but my zeal for the 
' (X)mmQpw^lth is a (native th^^t nothing can si* 
lence; i^ot even the enormous power of the great, 
your tame submission, the utter ruin of all pub* 
lie justice, nor yet more strong the danger to 
which integrity is exposed, in times when to be 
honest is more perilous than profitable. I 
^villnot look back to your sufferings for fifteen 
years past ; I will not call to mind the insults yoi| 
have experienced during that time from a domi* 
neering faction ; your best friends, the men who 
stood forth in your defence, have fallen a sacri- 
fice, unpitied and unrevenged. Even now your 
apirit is debased by sloth and indolence ; your 
enemies are defenceless^ and you remain inactive 
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and terrified^ in awe of men who ought to shrink 
into nothing before you. 

"These, O Romans ! are discouraging circum-- 
ttances; but still to resist this imperious faction 
18 the high and fixed resolution of my heart, 
liberty is a blessing transmitted to me by my 
fitther, and it shall not lie idle in my hands. I 
am resolved to exert it ; but whether effectually 
or not, will be for you, O Romans! to decide. 

*^ Your ancestors, on many occasions, took up 
arms to redress their grievances, but thatisa mea-* 
sure which in this juncture I do not desire you to 
adopt. There is no need of violence, no se- 
eession from the city is wanted ; your enemies 
are working their own ruin ; .they must fall by 
their own misconduct. They murdered Tiber- 
rius Gracchus, alleging that he aspired to reign 
over you: and after that bloody catastrophe they 
fell with cruel prosecutions on the citizens of 
Rome. The tragical fate of Caius Gracchus and 
Marcus Fulvius followed iq a few years after; for-^ 
mer horrors were renewed, and numbers of your 
order were strangled in prison. When at length 
the scene of blood was closed, it was not the au^ 
thority of the law that sheathed the sword : yottf 
tyrants were on both occasions sated with re- 
fenge; and then, only then, did the carnage cease* 
But let us suppose that to re-establish the rights 
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of the people is no better than an effort to grasp 
Ht sovereignty ; be it granted, that when other 
retribution is wanting, the shedding of Homan 
blood is a necessary sacrifice to justice : what 
shell we say of all that you have suflTered for a 
series of years ? You have seen with silent indig* 
pation the treasury plundered ; you have seen 
kings and free nations paying tribute to a few 
avaricious nobles, whom you behold in posses* 
f ion of all the riches and dignities of the state. 
They have done all this with impunity ; they tri- 
umph in their guilt ; and, to crown the whqle, they 
now presume to sacrifice to your inveterate ene- 
mies the laws of the land, the majesty of empire, 
with all that is sacred to the gods, and dear to 
pian. Amidst all these outrages, have they the 
grace to blush for their iniquity ? Far otherwise. 
They display their grandeur to the public eye, 
and exult in their pontifical robes, their consular 
honours, and triumphal decorations ; and all this 
pomp is exhibited as ostentatiously as if it were 
the reward of virtue, and not the fruit of rapino 
|ind usurpation. 

** Let me ask you, will the purchased slave 
obey the unjust commands of a master ? We 
Iluow that he will not : and shall you, ye Ro- 
inans ! a people formed for empire, shall you 
tamely submit, and crouch under bondage ) 
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^^ Consider for a moment, who those usurps 
9n ^re who have made themselves masters of the 
commonwealth : men of the most flagitious cha- 
tacters, whose hands are st^uned with blood, and 
-whose hearts are chilled by avarice ; who are 
perpetrators of every crime and arrogators of 
every honour ; who pay no regard to good faith^ 
lionouTj virtue, or religion ; but carry all to 
yiarket, and make justice as v^n^l as injustice. 

^ To what do these men owe their safety ? To 
the murder of your tribunes, to their harassing 
prosecution of yourselves, and to the blood of 
Boman citizens which their hands have shed. 
Their guilt is their protection ; and the most atro- 
cious are the most secure. Fear they have none ; 
your cowardice dispels it. They are all of one 
mind : they have the s^me desires, the same 
aversions, and the same fears; and co^geiualityof 
feeling is their bond of union, l^t this sympa- 
thy, which between honest men deserves the 
wme of friendship, is a faction among the 
wicked, a dangerous confederacy in guilt. 

*' I may here observe, for it is a certain truth, 
that if you were as eager to assert your liberties ' 
as your enemies are to establish their usurpation, 
we should not see, as we now do, the common- 
wealth rent in pieces ; and your favours, instead 
of being engrossed by a faction^ would be the 
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reward of merit only. Your ancestors, with a 
zeal for liberty, and the constitution of a r^ular 
government, made an armed secession on two 
different occasions to Mount Aventine; and shall 
you be wanting in defence of that Uberty whidi 
has been so spiritedly preserved to you by your 
forefathers ? Your duty calls you to this spien-* 
did task ; the more so, as it is more ingloriout 
to lose what we possessed, than it would bd 
never to have the spirit to demand it. 

^^ Here, you will ask, what step do I advise 
you to take ? To this I answer,, Bring the men 
who have sold their country, to public justice ; 
punish the traitors ; but in doing it, use neither 
force nor violence : your enemies deserve the 
severest vengeance, but tumult and commotion 
are beneath the dignity of Roman citizens. Pro* 
ceed in due course of law, make a strict inquiry, 
and let Jugurtha himself be examined. If it be 
true that he has surrendered at discretion, he will 
obey your orders ; should he hesitate, and refuse 
to comply, you will see what sort of peace has 
been concluded, and what kind of submission 
has been admitted. You will see that the whole 
is a scene of fraud, by which Jugurtha and Hi9 
crimes are to pass with impunity,* the agents 
of corruption to receive enormous wealthy apd 
the commonwealth to be disgraced and ri^iaed.' 



" Can t suppose that you are not tired otit hf 
Ihe tyranny of your masters ? Can I thint for a 
moment that you look with pleasure to the times 
when kingdoms, provinoes, law and justice, war 
and peace, and, in short, all things divine and 
human were submitted to the grasp of a few 
leading usurpers ? when you yourselves, that is^ 
the Roman people^unconquered in war and mas*^ 
ters of the world, were satisfied with the privi- 
lege of being suffered to exist ? In that period 
i«as there a man among you bold enough to cast 
off the yoke ? Though in my mind there is no* 
thing so disgraceful as to let injuries pass unre-^ 
tented ; yet I might on this occasioti tolerate 
your lenity to these traitors, because the wretches 
are your fellow«citizens, if such ill-timed compas* 
fion were not absolute fuin to yourselves. 

'* Your oppressors are hardened in iniquity ] 
(enerosity will make no impression on them ; 
diey must be disarmed of all power, and made 
Incapable of renewing their mischief. There is 
Ao alternative: redress your grievances at once^ 
fora ^te of continual anxiety must be your ioti 
you will find yourselves obliged to live in slavery^ 
or in a perpetual stru^le for the maintenance of 
^KNir rights^ 

'^ iBttwean you and your declared enemies 
l^ltlia^M there of peace? What concord caft 
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be established ? They want to be absolute, you 
desire to live in freedom ; their wish is to oppress^ 
and yours to repel oppression. To sum up all^ 
your allies are treated by them as enemies, and 
your enemies as their best allies. Amidst such 
jarring sentiments who can hope for peace or 
unanimity ? 

** My voice is therefore for bringing the de- 
linquents to punishment. The public treasury 
may have been pillaged, and sums of money ex^ 
torted from your allies; but they are no part of 
the present charge ; they are indeed enormous 
crimes, but^^o^qoounpn, that they have now lost 
their name. The authority of the senate has 
been given up to an inveterate enemy, the Ro- 
man empire basely destroyed, and the common* 
wealth has been sold at home and abroad* 
These arc the crimes that call aloud for venge- 
ance ; if they escape with impunity, if the ma* 
lefactors are not brought to public judgment, 
what remains for us ? what, but to be willing 
slaves under the despotic power of our oppress- 
ors, and crouch to them as kings^ whose only law 
is their will ? 

** To conclude, my feIlow*citizens: in all that 
I have said, it is by no means my intention to 
raise your resentment so high as to make you 
wish for the guilt of those whom you accuse: let 
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let them prove themselves innocent, if they can* 
All I desire is, tljat, by clemency to the wicked, 
you may not ruin the innocent. In all govern- 
ments it is better to be ungrateful for services 
than forgetful of injuries. The citizen whose 
merits are neglected, may relax; but the vicious 
strengthen and are emboldened by impunity. 
Besides, while the latter are punished, the as- 
sistance of the former is less necessary.*' 

XXXII. By this harangue, and the like max- 
ims often inculcated, Caius Memmius prevailed 
on the people to send Lucius Cassius/ at that 
time praetor, into Africa, with a commission to. 
bring Jugurtha to Rome, under a solemn pledge 
of the public faith. The evidence of the Numi-. 
dian prince, they had no doubt, would bring to 
light the guilt of Scaurus and his associates, 
who were accused of having sold themselves to 
Jugurtha. During these transactions at Rome, 
the officers to whom Bestia had intrusted the 
command of the army in Numidia, following 
the example of their general, were guilty of 
many base and scandalous enormities. Some, 
having received their price, restored to Jugurtha 
the elephants which he had delivered to the Ro- 
mans : others, for a bribe, sent back the desert- 
era ; and several enriched thelnselves by plunder* 
ing provinces in profound peace with Rome. 
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nock was the spirit of rapacity, whioh^ like a con- 
tagion, infected the minds of alL 

As soon as Memmius published the ordinance 
of the people, which threw the whole body of 
the nobles into consternation, Cassius, the prae- 
tor, proceeded on his way to Jugurtha, whom 
he found much alarmed, and trembling at the 
reproaches of his conscience : he represented to 
him, however, that, since he had in form sur- 
rendered himself, his wisest measure would be^ 
to rely on the clemency of the Roman people, ra- 
ther than provoke their resentment. In addition 
to this, he privately pledged his own word, which 
Jugurtha held equivalent to a public engagement ; 
such was the light in which the character of 
Cassius stood at that time. 

XXXIII. Jugurtha accompanied Cassius to 
Rome, divested of all his royal splendour^ and 
in a garb designed to excite compassion. The 
firmness of his mind was still unshaken ; and he 
was moreover assured of assistance from those 
men who by their influence and villany had 
encouraged him in the perpetration of the 
crimes already stated ; but not content with 
those advantages, he contrived to find, by the 
force of bribery, another bulwajk to his cause, 
in the (terson of Caius Baebius, tribune of the 
people ; a man of a bold and turbulent disposi* 
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tion^ capable of protecting him^ in defiance of 
law and justice. 

Memmius called an assembly of the people ; 
the multitude was enraged against the Numidian 
prince : some declared^ that he ought to be load^i* 
eH with fetters ; others, that, if he did not dis- 
cover his accomplices, he ought, according to an- 
cient usage, to suffer death as a public enemy. 
Memmius opposed this fury; and having at 
heart the dignity of the commonwealth, more 
than the gratification of resentment, exerted 
himself to control the tumult, declaring his re- 
solution not to suffer any ^olatioii of the public 
£uth. The rage of the populace was appeased, 
and, silence being at length obtained,. Jugurtha 
was led forth* Memmius opened his harangue, 
and entered into a detail of the crimes perpe- 
trated by the prince at Rome as well as in Numi- 
dia; h6 painted forth, in glaring colours, his in* 
gratitude to the best of fathers, and the murder 
of his two brothers ; he added, that the people of 
Rome, though they knew by certain information 
who were his advisers and abettors, still looked 
for further proof to himself. If he made a full 
and true discovery, he had every *thing to hope 
from theknowi\ clemency and good faith of the 
Homan people : if, on the contrary, he remained 
^silent and obdurate, his friends would not be 
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^hdtered^ and all his own hopes would bt 
blasted. 

xxxiv. Memmius closed his speech^ and Jiu* 
gurtha was ordered to reply. In that instant 
Caius Basbius^ the tribune of the people^ whOj» 
as has been mentioned^ had recdved a bribe^ 
commanded the prince to remain silent : and 
though the multitude assembled.on the occasioii 
expressed the most violent indignation^ and by 
their clamours^ by their looks^ by intemperance^ 
ftnd by all that rage can inspire^ endeavoured to 
deter the tribune from his purpose ; yet still the 
impudence of the magistrate was superior to idl. 
The people, thus defeated, left the place^ an4 
Jugurtha, Bestia, and their adherents^ who 
dreaded the cons^uences of the intended ia^ 
quiry^ took courage from the event. 

xxxVi There was at this time, in the city of 
Rome, a Numidian, by name Massiva^ the soi^ 
of Gulussa, and grandson of Masinissa. In the 
war between the three' Numidian princes he 
had acted against Jugurtha, and, on the surren* 
der of Cirta^ and the inhuman murder of Ad« 
herbal, found it necessary to make his escape 
from Africa. Spurius Albinus, who with 
Quintua' Minucius Rufus succeeded Bestia ia 
the consulship, advised this man to become a 
Alitor to the senate for the kingdom of Nuini« 

V 2 
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tclia, to which his descent from Masinissa gavff 
him a fair pretension ; which was likely too to 
lie strengthened by the situation of Jugurtha', 
who had rendered himself an object of detesta- 
tion, and had every thing to fear. Albinu^ 
panted for an opportunity to display his military 
talents, and rather than allow the times to lan- 
guish, wished to throw every thing into con- 
fusion. He had obtained by lot the province of 
Numidia, and Minucius that of Macedonia. In 
compliance with the advice of the consul, Mas- 
siva pressed his solicitations. Jugurtha ii'as 
farmed ; the protection of his friends began to 
look precarious ; some of them felt a remorse 
of conscience, others knew that their characters 
Were already blasted, and were afraid of yen* 
turing farther into guilt. In this distress Ju- 
gurtha applied to Bomilcar, his nearest and most 
faithful friend, and gave him peremptory or- 
ders, " to proceed by the means which he had 
often successfully employed, and by dint of 
money to hire a band of assassins to cut off 
Massiva with all possible secrecy ; or, if secrecy 
were unattainable, at any rate to destroy him.** 
Bomilcar was expeditious, and soon found a 
6et of ruffians who were skilled in the tradip of 
murder. By their means he learned the ways 
tod roads that Massiva generally chose, his time 
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of goang abroad^ and^ in shorty all his haunts 
and his movements. Being thus informed, he 
•eized the opportunity^ and placed his men in 
ambush for the purpose. One of the hirelings 
rushed upon Massiva^ and killed him upon th^ 
spot ; butj not having done the deed with due 
precaution^ the villain was seized, and being 
urged by numbers to confess, particularly bv 
Albinus the consul, he made a full discovery. 
A prosecution was accordingly instituted against 
Bomilcar, founded, it is true, on the eternal 
rules of justice, but not warranted by the law 
of nations, as he came to Rome in the train of 
Jugurtha, to whom the public faith was so^ 
lemnly pledged. Jugurtha saw that his guilt 
stood openly detected, but still exerted all hia 
efforts to controvert the £act ; nor desisted from 
the attempt till he was clearly convinced that 
the detestation of mankind was not to be si- 
lenced by the interest of friends or the weight 
of money. He therefore changed his purpose^ 
and, though in the prosecution commenced 
against Bomilcar he had given fiily of his friends 
as bail for his appearance, he was now more 
solicitous for his own interest in Numidia than 
for the sureties whom he had engaged. Ho 
therefore ordered Bomilcar to return with all 
possible secrecy to Numidia, fearing that, we/o 
W 9 
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such a man to be executed^ the rest of hiB 
subjects would revolt from their allegiance. He 
himself, having received orders from the senate 
to depart out of Italy, in a few days after set off 
for Africa. We are told, that when he was 
gone beyond the gates of Rome, having fre- 
quently looked back without uttering a word, 
he at last broke silence, and exclaimed, << Mer- 
cenary city, and ready for destruction whenever 
ft purdiaser shall be found to take thee V* 

xxxYi. The war was now renewed, and AI- 
binus, who had the conduct of it, used his ut- 
most diligence to convey to Africa a sufficient 
fund of money and provisions, with whatever 
else was necessary for the operations of an 
army. He embarked soon after^ in hopes of 
being able, l^ a complete victory, by terms of 
capitulation, or by some other means, to put 
an end to the contest before the time for the 
annual election of magistrates, which was then 
approaching. Jugurtha, on the contrary, studied 
nothing so much as delay; he made use of 
Various artifices to draw matters into length ; 
he proposed terms of capitulation, and then, as 
if in terror, retracted them : if the enemy ad- 
vanced he sounded a retreat ; arid on a sudden, 
that his men might not be disheartened, made 
m show of going to battle. In this manner by 



TH£ WAR AGAINST J90l»tTRA. 2Qi 

a mixture of hostility and evasion^ he contrived 
to delude the Roman general. The conduct of 
JUbinus did jpt escape suspicion ; he was 8up« 
posed by many to act in concert with the Nu« 
inidian king ; the ardour with which he opened 
the campaign was contrasted with the inactivity 
that followed^ and the change was imputed to 
corruption^ not to inability. The time, how* 
ever^ was consumed to no good purpose^ and 
the general election approaching fast^ Albinus 
set ofF for Rome^ leaving the command of the 
army to his brother Aulus^ in the character of 
praetor* 

XXXVII. Rome, at this time, was distracted 
by divisions among the tribunes* Publius Lu* 
cullus and Lucius Annius, two of that body, 
formied a design to be continued in office^ ia 
opposition to the opinion of their colleagues* 
The contest was fierce and obstinate, and th« 
consequence was, that during the whole year no 
assembly was held for the election of magis* 
trates. Aulus, who, as already mentioned, had 
the command in Africa in quality of pro-^prsetort 
conceived that he might turn the delay to his 
own advantage. By one decisive blow he hoped 
to put an end to the war, or by the terror of 
his arms to extort a sum of money from the 
Kwipidian king. With this intent, in tb« 

V 4 
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month of January, he drew out his men fronv 
winter quarters, and, by forced marches, in 
spite of the rigour of the season, arrived before 
the walls of Suthul, the depository of the 
king's treasure. TTie inclemency of the winter, 
and the situation of the place, not only rendered 
it impregnable, but even made a siege imprac- 
ticable. The town was built upon the edge 
of a craggy steep, surrounded by a strong for- 
tification, and a wide marshy plain, which, at 
that time, was entirely overflowed by the winter 
rains. Notwithstanding all these difficukies, 
Aulus, either with a design of striking terror 
into Jugurtha, or blinded with the avaricious 
liope of possessing so rich a place, advanced his 
towers, threw up his ramparts, and prepared 
all the works necessary for a siege. 

XXXVIII. Jugurtha soon perceived that the 
pro-praetor was a man of great presumption, 
without military talents, and left no art unem- 
ployed to encourage him in his visionary schemes. 
He sent messenger after messenger with the 
humblest supplications, and, in the mean time, 
afFecting all the appearance of panic, he retired 
with his army through defiles and the most 
secret routes. By these artifices Aulus was 
made to expect a speedy surrender j and under 
that impression he abandoned the siege of Su<^ 
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thul. Jugurtha still, with all the appearatioe 
of fear, fled before the Roman army to remote 
and secret places, where he conceived that his 
dark designs would be better crowned with suo 
cess. During his retreat he contrived, both 
by day and night, to have his agents diffused 
through the Roman army, in order to seduce 
the men from their duty. Numbers of the 
officers, both of infentry and ca^'al^y, were 
bribed ; and others agreed, upon a signal given^ 
to desert their colours. Having in this manner 
concerted all his measures, the Numidian king 
called out his forces in the dead of night, and 
surrounded Aulus in his camp. The Romans 
were thrown into consternation ; some snatched 
up their arms, some fled to lurking-places, and 
others endeavoured to animate their astonished 
comrades. All was terror and confusion ; the 
numbers of the enemy, the gloom and horror of 
midnight, all conspired to aggravate the cala- 
mity. The danger was double ; and whether 
it would be safer to stand or fly, was a question 
at the moment of most dreadful uncertainty. 

In this scene of uproar and confusion, a 
ligurian cohort, and two companies of Thracian 
cavalry, followed by a small number of coromou 
soldiers, all bribed, as has been mentioned^ 
deserted to Jugurtha. V^it^ these two went 



the first centurion of the third legion: thismafi 
had been charged with the defence of a strong 
,post ; but he betrayed his trusty and opened a 
|Missage to the Numidians^ who made k furious 
irruption into the camp. The Romans^ in a 
general panic^ threw down their arms^ and fled 
to a neighbouring hill. Jugurtha^s victory 
would have been complete, if the darkness of 
the night, and a rage for plunder, had not di- 
verted the impetuosity of his men. 

On the following day Jugurtha had an inter-^ 
Tiew with Aulus. In that conference he told 
the Roman commander^ '^ that though he and 
his army were closely surrounded, and all upon 
the point of perishing by famine or the swordj 
yet the conqueror could not forget the vicissr* 
tudes of human afiairs; but was still willin|^, 
. if Aulus agreed to the terms, to conclude a 
treaty. The conditions were, that the van- 
quished should pass under the yoke, and in the 
apace of two days evacuate Numidia/* Harsh 
, and degrading as this proposal was, the fear of 
death prevailed, and peace was signed upon the 
terms prescribed. 

XXXIX. Thie event being known at Rome, the 
whole city was covert with grief and conster- 
nation. Some mourned the disgrace of their 
militaiy glory; while others, who were mdif«- 



lerent about the war^ now thought their liberties 
in danger.. Aulus was the otgect of publia 
execration ; «11 were loud against him^ and par* 
ticularly those officers who had seen service^ 
and acquired a reputation by their valour. Th^ 
spoke with general indignation of the man^ who^ 
sword in hand^ could submit to such ingkmous 
terms^ and prefer a di^;raoeful safety to the 
danger of ah honourable resistance. 

While the public mind was in this agitaticHi^ 

Albinus^ the consul, alarmed by the clamour 

which his brother's misconduct had raised, and 

dreading some personal danger, thought proper 

to refer the treaty to the consideration of the 

aenate ; and while the matter was depending, 

exerted his utmost diligence to raise recruits 

^r the army. He collected auxifiaries from. 

the Latins ; he applied to the allies of Rome ; 

and, in short, did every thing to have the ne« 

cessary preparations in the utmost forwardness. 

The senate came to a resolution, and, agrteably 

to the rules of justice, decreed, that no treaty 

cauld be good or valid, to which neither they 

nor the people had consented. The consul, 

finding himself fettered by the interposition of 

the tribunes of the people, who would not sufier 

the forces lately levied to embark for Africa, set 

sail notwithstanding, in a few days, without 
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them^ and joined the army, which, according* 
to the stipulated terms, having evacuated Nu- 
lAidia, were now in winter-quarters in the Ro- 
man province. His design, on his arrival, wad 
to march in force against Jugurtha, and thereby 
appease the clamours that were n^sed against 
his brother: but he soon perceived that, after 
their- late flight, the soldiers had not yet revived 
their drooping spirit; and that, all discipline 
being relaxed, the whole army was ^lervated 
by sloth and licentiousness* He resolved there* 
fore, for these reasons, to remain inactive* 

XL. At* Rome, in the mean time, Caius Ma« 
nilius Limetanus, one of the tribunes of die 
people, proposed an ordinance, by the authority 
of which a prosecution should be carried on 
against all who by their counsels encouraged 
Ji^urtha to disregard the decrees of the senate; 
against those who, in their capacity of ooTOh 
manders, or acting as commissioners, had suf- 
fered themselves to be bribed ; against those 
too who gave up to Jugurtha his elephants and 
deserters; and also against the men who had 
presumed to treat with a public enemy on the 
subject of peace or war. 

There were several who saw that the law was 
directed against themselves, and yet could not 
venture to oppose it. Soq[ie fdt top CQJO&cioim 
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f^( their guilt to resist it ; others werte afraid of 
faHing a sacrifice in the conflict of patties ; they 
therefore adopted another course, and assumed 
the air of assenting to the proposed ordinance^ 
and to any other measures of this kind that 
were necessary ; while, at the same time, they 
used their utmost exertions, by secret intrigue^ 
and by their interest with the Latins and thfi 
Italian cities, to throw every obstacle in the way 
of such proceedings. The people, on the other 
hand, persisted in their purpose. It is almost 
incredible with what firmness they acted, with 
what zeal they declared their minds, and how 
spiritedly they voted for the ordinance, and or- 
dered it to pass into a law. The motive that 
inflamed their minds was, at the bottom^ ra* 
ther a strong detestation of the nobles, than 
a sincere regard for the good of the state — such, 
in that juncture, was the violence of party 
spirit. 

The nobles were terrified, and many of them 
disappeared ; the people exulted^ and the whole 
city was iki commotion. In this crisis IVIarcug 
Scaurus, who, as above related, had been lieu«* 
tenant-general under Bestia, had the address^ 
Upon the appointment of three commissioner^ 
to act under the Manilian law, to get himself 
Made' one of the number. The prosecutions 
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ixrere cutied on With extreme rigour^ embitterei) 
and inflamed by the turbulent humours of thfi 
people^ whd were hurried^ on the occasion^ into 
ftli that insolence of victoty which they had 
often experienced the efiects of from the no- 
bility4 

XLi. The origin of these party dividons, 
ttiese feuds between the people and the senate^ 
with all the train of evils that attended them^ 
b^an at Rome a few years before this period^ 
and were the offspring of that abundant ease, 
that luxury, which corrupts all mankinds 

It is observable, that, before the destruction 
of Carthage, a perfect harmony subsisted be^ 
tween the senate and the people, both together 
conducting the administration of affairs with 
good sense and unanimity* Ambition and the 
love of power were unknown ; nor did any 
Subject of contention exist. As long as there 
was a fear of foreign encroachments, it ope- 
rated to presence gbod order at hcMne ; but that 
jealousy being removed, pride and lutury, the 
usual vices of prosperity, rushed in, and bore 
down every prindple before them. The conse^ 
quence was, that tranquillity, which had been 
the object of their wishes in time o( war and 
danger, proved, when at last attained, the most 
&tal miachief. The nobility be|{pn to di^| 
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their dignities with pride, and the people grew 
wanton in the exercise of their rights. Self* 
interest b^me the only pl'inciple of conduct^ 
and rapine and extortion were the order of th6 
day. The community was. divided into twO 
parties, and between them both the common^ 
wealth fell to ruin. 

The nobles, it is true, were the most power* 
ful fiiction : the popular party was under many 
disadvantages; their strength being difinsed 
through a large multitude, who were, there^ 
fore, not able to ibrm a compact body^ and, by 
consequence, were weaker in opposition. A - 
few leading men became absolute masters, and 
directed all matters, foreign and domestic. The 
treasury, the provinces, the magistrates, all 
public honours, and even triumphs, were at 
their disposal. Service in war, and poverty at 
home, were the portion of the people. The 
commanders of armies seized the spoils of vio 
tory for themselves and their favourites. Nor 
was this all: the parents and the children of 
soldiers, if they happened to dwell in the vi- 
einity of a powerful man, were driven from thdf 
settlements. In this manner rapacity and des* 
potism engrossed all that was valuable ; and 
the most unqualified spirit of avarice plundered 
4md violated every thing. Without lemorg^ 
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without any distinction of right and vrrangf 
the nobles persisted in their wild career, till 
they brought themselves to the very brink of 
destruction. For at length a few were found, 
even among their own rank, who fairly shewed 
that the love of true fame was parambunt in 
their minds to vain glory and injustice* Frona 
that momeiit the city was thrown into com- 
motion, and civil discord raged as if the elements 
of nature were at war. 

XLii. Such was the state of affairs on the 
first appearance of Tiberius and Caius Gracchus, 
^hose ancestors had distinguished themselves 
?n the service of their country in the Cartha- 
ginian and other wars. The two brothers stood 
forth to vindicate the rights of the people, and 
expose the iniquities of the reigning faction. 
The nobility took the alami ; conscious of their 
guilt, and dreading the consequences, they 
Combined their strength against the Gracchi? 
they paid court to the allies in Italy ; they invited 
the Latin state ; they intrigued with the Roman 
knights, a set of men who hoped to share the 
tpqils of their country, and with that view de- 
tached themselves from the cause of the people, 
The faction, thus supported, murdered Tiberius > 
Gracchus, then one of the tribunes. In a fe^ 
^fears after they fell upon Caius^who was treadiog 



THB WAfi AGAINST JUGURTHA. 305 

in bis brother's Atps, and with him destroyed 
Marcu$ Fulvius Flaccus, both appointed to the 
pffice of triumviri, for the purpose of fdantin^ 
tolonies. The Oncchi, it must be acknow^ - 
ledged^ were zealous patriots, but tbeirniea^urel 
were not donducted with prudenqe K>r modera^ 
tion : it should he the ruling principift of a good 
mind to bef^r an injqry with submission, rather 
than redress it in a m^nnei; unworthy of him^' * 
The nobles after these exploits were flushed 
^ith victory. They gave a loose to their reA 
sentmepts ; and by the sword or banishmtot 
swept away a number . of citizens. By their 
cruel proceedings they made themselves terrilje^ 
but added nothing to their power. They 
pursued A system of politics which has often been 
the ruin* of great and flourishing states. la 
the oonflict of parties, both sides aim at victory 
by imy means^ and the side that obtains it thinks 
ofnothipgbutexercising their yengeahce on the 
vanquished. But to give a minute description a£ 
our various factions^ and the manners of those 
ten^estuQua times, would require a dissertatkv^ 
on the subject, for which I have abundant a)ate=«L 
rials^ \mX not the time that would be nece9ser)L 
tfit inake use of th^em. I return therefore to, my 
i^istpry. 

X 
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XLur. After the treaty made by Aulus^ ind 
the disgraoeful flight of the Roman army, Me- 
tellus and Silaiius entered on the consulship. 
Each had his province assigned to htm. That of 
Numidia fell to the lot of Metellus ; a man of 
keen active genius, and, though adverse to the 
popular party, of an unblemished and highly re^ 
spected character. He considered the duties of 
the consulship as a trust reposed in his colleague 
equally with himself; and therefore made the 
mr, which he was to conduct, the sole object 
ef his attention. Thmking that he could not 
rely upon his army in Numidia, he made it 
his business to raise new levies; he drew 
auxiliaries from all quarters; procured a store 
•f arms^ a number of horses, plenty of 
provisions, and, in short, whatever he fore- 
saw miglit be wanted in a war big with dif- 
ficulties, atid subject to various vicissitudes. 
He was seconded in all his measures by the 
WBcm assistance of the senate, by the allies of 
Italy, and the people of Latium. Suooours were 
also sent to him by several princes, and, finally, 
the whole city of Rome with the warmest 2eal 
and emulation contributed. Having at leng^ 
drrmged his preparations, he embarked Sm Nu- 
iDidia, followed by the most ccHtlial wishes ofhis 
. fejlow^itizens, who were all elate with sanguine 
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hopes of brilliant stiocess^ not merely on account 
of his military character^ but because they consi* 
dered him as a man inaccessible to all pecuniary 
temptations. The avarice of former com- 
manders^ it was well known, was the sole cause 
of all our disasters in Numidia, and of the boasted 
success of the enemy. 

XLiv. As soon as Metellus arrived in Africa^ 
Spurius Albinus^ the proconsul, resigned to him 
the command of the army ; but it was an army 
whose spirits were broken by sloth, who were 
unable to encounter danger or endure fatigue, 
and more inclined to boast of their valour, than 
to exert it. Their chief employment was to 
plunder their allies, while they themselves tamely 
submitted to the depredations of the enemy. 
Authority and discipline had been a long time 
n^lected ; and, in short, the dissolute manners 
of the soldiers threatened more of trouble to the 
new general than their numbers seemed to pro- 
mise either of hope or advantage. 

"tht election of annual magistrates, which w;as 
prevented by a contest among the tribunes of the 
p(0ple> being soon to take place, Metellus saw 
that be couli^^only hope for a short summer cam- 
pa^. H^ was aware that all eyes at Rome were 
fixed on him, and that the public o^ind was erect 
and eager with expectation of a decisive blow. 
X 2 
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He resolved iiotwithstanding, not to open tlic 
can]paign tifl he had raised the ancient disci^ 
pline, and inured the soldiers to their duty* 

We have seen that Albinus, disheartened by 
the defeat of his brother Aulus and the army 
under his comniand, formed a resolution to I'e* 
main within the bounds of the Roman province. 
SVom that time, during the rest of the summer, 
he kept bis men encamped, never changing his 
situation y unless compelled by contagious exha- 
lations or by want of forage ; in addition to this 
inactivity, there was a total neglect of military 
discipline ; no centinels were stationed at their 
posts ; the common men wandered from theif 
colours, according to their own caprice ; the fol- 
lowers of the camp, mixing with the sol- 
diers, roamed abroad day and night, and com- 
mitted depredations wherever they went ; they 
laid waste the fields ; alarmed the villages, and 
contended among themselves for the cattle and 
the people they carried off. They drove a trade 
with the merchants, and exchanged their b^oty 
for wine and other commodities ; the very com 
x^^ich was distributed among them at the public* 
expense, they carried to market, choosing rather 
to buy their bread from day to day. Upoii the 
whole, it is not in the power of imagination to 
invent^ or of language to express> an instance of 
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riot and debauchery, which wa$ not to be found 
\n that dissohite army. 

XLv. In sjtruggling with these difficultiewS,Mc* 
tellus was the same great and able man which he 
afterwards proved himself in the conduct of the 
war, and mingled conciliation with strictness 
most admirably. He began with an edict, which 
went at once to the root of all idleness and dissi- 
pation. His order was, that no nian should 
presume to sell bread or dressed victuals of any 
kii>d within the precincts of the camp ; that no 
sutler should mix with the army ; and that no 
common soldier should have either a slave, or a 
beast of burden, in the camp, or on « march. 
He reformed all other abuses with consummate 
$kill ; he shifted his situation every day, and 
marched throug{i difficult roads, throwing up 
palisades on every spot where he pitched hi§ 
camp, and sinking trenehes with as much caution 
as if the enemy was at hand. Exact in posting 
centinels, he chan^^ed them frequently, and, 
with his lieutenant-generals, went the round ta 
visit them. On. a march he shewed the same 
personal activity, and was occasionally at the 
head of the line, sometimes in the rear, and 
often in tli^ centre, taking care by these mean» 
that none should quit his proper rank, but that 
nU should keep near their colours in a body, and 
X 3 
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that each man should carry his Qwn provisions 
as well as his arms. In this manner, by pre- 
venting, rather than by punishing offences, he 
restored good order,' and revived the spirit of his 
army. 

xLvi, In the mean time Jugurtha received 
from his agents intelligence of all that passed, 
with a full account of the measures concerted by 
Metellus. *He had reason, when at Rome, to 
believe that this man was of unshaken honour, 
and, having no further confidence in his own 
stpength, he now began in earnest to think of an 
unfeigned submission. With this intent, he 
dispatched ambassadors to the consul, with in- 
structions to surrender every thing to the ROx. 
mans, without any reserve, except a stipulation 
for his own life, and that of his children. 

Metellus was no stranger to tht character of 
the Numidians : he knew by experience that 
they were a faithless race, of a versatile genius, 
and ever prone to innovation^. He therefore 
chose to hold a separate conference with each of 
the ambassadors, and having sounded their dis- 
positions, judged them apt and fit for his pur- 
pose. To these men he made ample promises^ 
upon condition that they would bring him Ju- 
gurtha, alive if possible; or, if that could not be, 
that they should deliver him up dead. 11^ af- 
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terwardsj in a public audience, stated the terms 
he required, and sent the^l with his answer to 
their king. 

Metellus, in a few days after, at the head o£ 
an army» well regulated, and eager for enter- 
prise, pntered Numidia. Tlie country pre- 
sented no appearance of war; the cottages 
were filled with inhabitants, the fields with herds, 
of cattle, and the labourers were busy at their 
work. Jugurtha*s ofiicers, from their several 
towns and villages, advanced to meet the army, 
with offers of com, ready to bring a supply of 
provisions, and to execute all orders whatever. 
The consul was not the less circumspect ; as 
if the em^my had been near at hapd, he kept his 
ranks in close array^ and marcl>ed in regular 
order, ta]|ping care by his scouts tq explore the 
country round. He placed np confidence in the 
terms that had been offered, as the whole, he 
thought, might be a m^re delusion, calculated to 
draw him into a snare. 

He therefore marched in compact order, 
in the front of a select body of light-armed 
cohorts and a band of slingers and archers. 
His lieutenant-general Caius Manus, at the h^d 
of the cavalry, brought up tlje rear. In the 
win^ were stationed jthe ap^liary horse, under 
the command of the legionary tribunes and 
X 4 
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thepraefects oCthe cohorts, who had besides in- 
termixed in the lines the light-armed infantry | 
and by this arrangement the general bad no doubt 
that the Numidian cavalry, if they dared to ha- 
, aard an attack, wqiild be repulsed on every side. 
AU this precaution was deemed necessary ag^st 
a m^n like Jugurtha, who to a perfect knpwledge 
of the country added consummate crafl and skill 
in the art of war, insomuch that it was not easy 
to decide, whether he was most to b^ dreaded at a 
distance or near at hand, when of!ering terms of 
capitulation or when engaged iri open hostility. 

XLV II . A city of Numidia, known by the name 
of Vacca^ lay at a small distance from the road 
pursued by Metellus. It was a great mart for 
cpmmerce, highly celebrated throughout that 
kingdom. A great number of merchants from 
Italy resided there, and carried on an jextensivq 
trade., Metellus ordered a garrison thither, 
with the twofold design, of trying the temper 
of the enemy, and also of taking advantage of 
the situation. He moreover required of thq 
inhabitants tt> carry in a store of provisions and 
other necessaries. In such a station, be con- 
cluded also, as was natural, that the conflux 
of merchants, and the great affluence of the 
place, would keep his magazines well supplied, 
and enable him to maintain a garrison in a post 
3 ' ' -. ' ' ' ' ' 
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no Qonvenient to the execution of all his pror 
jects. 

Pming these transactions Jugurtha wished 
for nothing so much as a final accommodation, 
^e ^nt repeated supplications by his anibassa* 
jdors^ and offeried^ for the sake of peace^ to deliver 
up every thing in his possession, without any 
Jtind of reserye, except his own life and that of 
his children. 

Metellus tampered with the new ambassadors, 
as he had done with the former, and having 
prevailed on them to betray their master, dis- 
missed them without either a promise or refusal 
pf the peace proposed. By thus procrastinating 
he gained time to wait the issu^ of the plu) 
which he had concerted. 

XLViii. Jugurtha, on comparing the language 
pf Metellus with his actions, plainly saw that his 
own duplicity was retaliated upon him. He 
found himself amused with ^n idea of peace, 
whil6 the war was prosecuted with vigour ; ^ 
city of the first importance was wrested from 
him; the country round lay open to the enemy ; 
and hi^r subjects, allured by promi^'es, appeared 
to be on the eve of a revolt. Surrounded by all 
these difficulties, he resolved to have recourse tq 
arms. 
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With this intent he took care to leam by spmft 
intelligence the route of the Roman army, and. 
knpwipg the course pf the country, conceived 
hopes of obtaining a decisive victory ; he there-r 
fore, with the utmost expeditiop, collected re* 
emits of every kind, and marching at the head 
of a prodigious multitude through devious pathSj 
got the start of Metellus. 

In this part of Numidia which fell to the share 
of Adherbal there was a river called Muthul, 
which flowed 4o\yn from the south, at tlus di^^ 
tance of abopt twentv ipil^s f^Vf^ ^ vast moun* 
tain extending as n^any miles in len^h, barren 
and untouched by human culture. In tjie middle 
of the country that lay between the mpuq* 
tains and the river, there was a hill of prodigious 
length, covered with olive-trees, with myrtles, 
and the various shrubs that thrive in a dry and 
sandy soil. The plaia that opens at the toot of 
the hill, was waste and barren, there being no 
where a drop of water, except on the borders 
of the river, where were to be seen plantations^ 
herds of cattle, and labourer* of the soil. 

xjLix. Of this hill, which obstructed the Ro- 
mans on their march, Jugurtha took possession^ 
and there formed a long and extended line. H^ 
gave the command of the elephants and a body 
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of in&ntry to Bomilcar^ with directions for his 
conduct: he himself^ with all his cavalry^ ^d the 
Hower of the infantry, chose a station near the 
foot of thehilL Having made these arrange- 
""ments, he rode through the lines of his army, 
conjuring them, by their brave exploits and by 
their late success, to defend themselves and their 
native kingdom from the Roman invader. They 
had now to do with men whom they had lately 
vanquished, and passed under the yoke ; men 
who had changed their general, but retained the 
same dastardly disposition . What could be done 
by iheir king, he had taken care to execute. The 
advantage of the ground was theirs: they knew 
the course ot the country^ and the Homans were 
strangers. In the ensuing battle they were not 
to encounter an enemy superior either in num- 
bers or in military skill. They had but to hold 
themselves in readiness, and, at the first sound of 
the signal, to rush forward to the attack. This day 
would either crown their toils with victory, or be 
followed by a train of countless calamities. Hav* 
ing closed his harangue, he addressed himself 
man by man to such as he had distinguished 
for their valour, by preferment, or by pecuniary 
rewards ; he called to their minds his acts of ge- 
nerosity ; he pointed them out not as an exampl^ 
to oth^; and adapting his words to tb^ different 



3l6 8ALLUST, 

genius of each, he by promises, threats, and ^^ 
horiatioDS, roused the courage of all. 

Metellus, in this cris^is, unapprized of the m<K 
tions and situation of the enemy, was seen witl^ 
his army descending from the mountain. Th? 
country round him presented a scene so very un- 
usual, that he stood for ^ome time in dou^t and 
^tonishment. The Numidians with their <a- 
yalry had fixed their station among the thicketSi 
which, though not quite high enough entirely to 
conceal theni, yet, from the nature of the place, 
l^nd the position which the Numidians had 
taken, produced an appearance which deceived 
tJie eye considerably. If was, however, soon per» 
peived that the enemy lay in ambush, upon which 
the consul thought fit to halt, and change the 
order of his army, He reiaforced the right wing, 
which was opposed to the enemy, with three ad- 
ditional cohorts ; arranged the slingers and ardti^ 
ers in proper places among the infantry, placed 
the whole of the cavalry in the wipgs, and, after 
an address to his soldiers, such as suited tho 
emergency of the moment, he marched in this 
order towards the open plain. 

L. The Numidians made no attempt to move, 
but kept their position on the hill. Upon see- 
ing which, Metellus, who, in that seaBon of 
the year^ and in a country parched for want,o| 
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water, began to fear that his army might suffer by 
drought, dispatched Rutilius, a lieutenant-gene- 
ral, at the head of some light-armed cohorts and 
a party of horse, with orders to march with 
expedition to the borders of the river, and mark 
(Jut the ^ound for a camp. He tlien prepared 
for his march over the plain, having no doubt 
but the Numidians would use their utmost ef- 
forts to harass his men t>y frequent skirmishes 
and sudden assaults on the flank of the army ; 
as this mode of assailing his troops and wearing 
them out with dJrought and fatigue, seemed to 
Kb the only system lefl to an enemy who dread-* 
ed the hazard of a general engagement. In this 
expectation, seizing his opportunities in point of 
time, and judging of the course of the country, 
he advanced, by slow marches, with the same 
care that he observed in the descent from the 
mountain. He gave to Marius the command in 
the centre, and led in person the cavalry station- 
ed in the left wing, which, in the order of the 
march, was then the van of the army. 

Jugurtha remained quiet, till he saw that the 
rear of the Roman army had passed beyond his 
foreitnost lines. In that moment he detached 
%iir6 thousand infantry to take, possession of that 
part of the mountain by which the Romans had 
d^^nded^ intending, by this expedient, that it 
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should not be a retreat for a vanquished armj. 
He then, >vithout delay, gave the signal of at- 
tack, and, with his whole force, began a getiecal 
assaults 

The rear of the ftonians suffered a prodigious 
slaughter ; the wings were assailed in all quarters; 
the enemy advanced with impetuosity ; they 
charged with fury ; they broke our ranks, and 
covered the field with disorder and confusion ; 
even the men, who advanced against them with 
the greatest intrepidity, found all their efforts^ 
eluded by this new mode of fighting. They 
were wounded by an enemy at a distance, without 
being able to return the wounds ; and to come to 
a close engagemen t was impossible. The Numi- 
dian cavalry, instructed beforehand by Juguftha, 
as soon as the Roman horse advanced, betook 
themselves to flight, not in a compact body, but 
dispersed and disorderly ; and, though they could 
not by this artifice deter our men from the pur- . 
suit, yet having* the advantage of superior num- 
bers, they were able to wheel about, and fall upon 
our ranks either in flank or in the rear. When 
they found \t necessary to retreat, and preferred 
the hill to the open plain, their horses, inured to 
the briers and brambles, escaped with celerity, 
while those of the Romans, unused to a steep 
and intricate ascent, were unable tQj>ursue them. 
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LI. The field presented a spectacle of borrorj 
of dreadful vicissitudes^ blood, and destruction ; 
both armies fighting in scattered parties ; some 
flying, others pursuing; no rank preserved;, 
none following their colours ; each man engag- 
ing on the spot where he happened to be at- 
tacked ; swords and javelins, men and horses, 
enemies and fellow-subjects, mixed promiscu- 
ously together ; nothing done by judgment, no- 
thing by command ; the whole lefk to chance 
and wild confusion. The consequence was, that 
towards the close of day the event was still un- 
certain. 

At length, when both sides were well nigh ex- 
hausted by fatigue and the intense heat,Metellus, 
observing that the Numidians began to relax» 
seized the opportunity to rally his men; and, hav- 
ing formed the ranks, drew up four legionary co- 
horts in order of battle, to oppose the Numidian 
infantry, ^ considerable part of which, worn out 
with toil, had retired to the high grounds. The 
consul addressed his men, and by exhortations, 
and the most earnest entreaties, conjured them 
to exert their valour, and not yield the victory to 
a flying enemy : he bade them remember that 
they had no camp, na fortified^ place, to which' 
they could retreat ; a vigorous use of their arms 
was all they had to depend upon. 



320 ' SALLUST. 

Ju^urtha, on his part, did not remain ihactiireij 
he rode through Jthe ranks ; he visited all quar-^ 
ters ; he animated, he exhorted his men ; he ex- 
erted all his efforts to renew the fight ; he advan- 
ced at the head of a select band ; supported his 
troops where he saw them giving ground ; fell 
with fury on the broken lines of the Romans ; 
and, where they made a firm resistance, annoyed 
them at a distance with his missive weapons. 

HI. Such was the stniggle between the two 
generals; both excellent officers, equally pos- 
sessed of military talents, but not in like manner 
supported by their troops. iCletellus, at the 
head of a brave and well^isctplined army, had 
all the disadvantages of the ground; Jugurtha, 
liad every thing in his favour, except that he was 
pot seconded by his soldiers. At length the 
Romans, knowing that they had no place of 
strength to cover their retreat, and seeing that 
the enemy avoided a general action, resolved, as 
night was then coming on, to lose no time, but|^ 
iti obedience to their orders, to force their way 
up the hill. The Numidians were driven from 
their post, but without slaughter : they fled in 
all directions, protected by their swiftness and 
the intricacy of the country. 

Amidst this scene of distraction, Bomilcar^, 
who, as has been mentioned, had the command 
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of the elephants, and a body of infantry, per- 
ceived thatJRutilius, with his whole detachment^ 
had, according to orders, passed beyond him, on 
his march towards the river. He therefore 
seized the opportunity to draw his men, by slow 
d^ees, down to the open plain ; and having 
there, with all the caiition that the occasion re- 
quired, formed his lines in order of battle, he 
made it his business, by his scouts, to gain inteU 
ligence of all the motions of the enemy. He 
was at length informed, that Rutilius had pitch* 
ed his camp, and thought his position secure 
from danger. He heard, at the same time, a 
prodigious clamour and increasing shouts from 
the Numidians engaged in battle under Jugur- 
tha ; and, lest Rutilius, alarmed by the sound of 
victory, should return to support the broken 
ranks of the Romans, he judged it best, in order 
to counteract Rutilius on his march, to extend 
the front of his lines, which at first he had con-^ 
densed in close ranks, with the hopes of mak- 
ing his men act more firmly. In this new order 
he proceeded to seek Rutilius in his camp. 

uii. The Romans, who were posted there, 
suddenly perceived a cloud of dust arising. In s^ 
country covered with thickets, the approach of 
men could not be distinguished. Tlie notion 
therefore was, that the appearance was nothing 

Y 
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more than the effect of the wind sweeping the 
surface o( the sandy soil. In a little time, how- 
ever, the thickness in the air continuing undi* 
minished, and, as the army advanced, approach-* 
ing nearer, the cause was perfectly understood. 
The Romans, in the instant, snatched up their 
^ms, and, in obedience to the word of com- 
mand, arranged themselves before their camp in 
order of battle. 

The enemy advanced to the charge, and both 
sides setting up a shout, a fierce engagement 
followed. The Numidians maintained their 
ground as long^s they could rely upon their ele- 
phants : but as soon as they saw those animals 
embarrassed amongst the shrubs and bushes^ 
and surrounded by our soldiers, they abandoned 
the fight, and, throwing down their arms, fled to 
the neighbouring hill . The steep ascent favour- 
ed their retreat, and, under cover of the night, 
they escaped from the Roman sword Four 
elephants were taken, and the rest, to the-num- 
ber of forty, were slaughtered on the spot. 

The Romans were well nigh exhausted by 
their march, by their labour at their entrench- 
ments, and the hurry of the battle ; but their 
victory made them ample amends for all. Yet 
still, not understanding why Metellus delayed to 
join them, they formed their ranks, and, in re- 
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gular order, marched forward , to meet him* 
The arts of a wily people, like the Numidians, 
allowed no time for rest or inactivity. When 
the two annies drew near each other, the dark- 
ness of the night was such, that both sides took 
the alarm, imagining that the enemy was near at 
hand. In this confusion a dreadful calamity 
must have followed, if the light-horsemen, sent 
forward by both parties, had not in good time 
discovered the mistake. Mutual fear was now 
changed to general rejoicing. The soldiers 
congratulated each other; they related theix" 
brave exploits, and extolled themselves and their 
actions to the skies : such is the nature of tlie 
human mind: victory allows even to cowards 
the privilege of boasting ; after a defeat, the 
brave man sits down in silence. 

Liv. Metellus remained the four following 
days in his camp ; ^luring that time he shewed 
all proper attention to the sick and wounded ; 
bestowed the usual military rewards on such as 
had signalized their valour in the two last en-^ 
gagements ; at the head of the lines, he express- 
ed his approbation of the whole army ; thanked 
them for their behaviour, and exhorted them 
to act with equal vigour in the little that re- 
mained upon their hands, assuring them, that, 
having obtained a complete victory, plunder 
Y 2 
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would be the only object of their future la- 
bours. 

He took care, however, in the mean time, to 
procure intelligence of Jugurtha and his mo- 
tions. For this purpose, he sent out the desert- 
ers, and the most skilful spies, with directions 
to bring intelligence of all particulars ; to what 
place Jugurtha had retreated ? what were his 
operations ? whether he was at the head of an 
army, or only attended by a few followers ? and 
how he supported his spirit since the late 
defeat ? 

The Numidian prince had retreated to a part 
of the country covered with woods and forests, 
and strongly fortified by nature. He there 
collected a new-levied army, superior in number 
to that which he lately commanded, but spirit- 
less and undisciplined ; the men more fit for at- 
tending cattleand forthe laboursof thefields than 
for warlike operations. This expedient, however, 
in the present crisis, was rendered necessary by 
the manners of the Numidians, who, with the 
exception of the ligltt-horse, which forms the 
body-guard, never think themselves bound, after 
a defeat, to follow the banners of their king. 
Nor IS this desertion deemed a breach of mili- 
tary discipline. It is the genius and ptistom of 
the people. 
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Metellus, finding that Jugurtha still retained 
his former ferocity, began to consider the plan of 
his own future conduct. He saw that he had a 
war upon his hands, in which all his measures 
must depend on the motions of the wily Numi* 
dian, who had great advantage on his side, as his 
army suffered less by a defeat, than the Romans 
by a complete victory. He resolved, therefore, 
to change the plan of his operations, and carry 
on the war, not, as before, by regular attacks in 
the field embattle, but by art and stratagem. With 
this design, he made a forward movement into 
Numidia, penetrated into the most flourishing 
parts of the country, laid all waste before him, 
and took by storm a number of towns and cas- 
tles, which he found ill fortified, or without sufli* 
cient garrisons, and, to deprive Jugurtha of re- 
cruits, put all the young men to the sword. He 
allowed his soldiers full license to plunder, and 
then set fire to every place. By these vigorous 
exertions, terror and consternation were spread 
far and wide, insomuch that hostages were sent 
from all parts of the country ; corn and pro- 
visions were amply supplied, and garrisons 
IMlknitted wherever he directed. 

By this new mode of waging war, Jugurtha 
was more* disconcerted than by the late defeat 
of his army. He now perceived that he, who 
Y 3 
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had hitherto found his best resource in flying 
before the Romans, was at length obliged to 
pursue them on their march ; and, though un^ 
able to maintsun his ground in situations chosen 
by himself, he found it necessary to seek the 
enemy in his most advantageous posts. And 
yet, in this distress, his 'genius was fertile in ex- 
pedients. Having formed his measures with the 
best judgment, he ordered the main body of his 
army to remain in their camp, while he himself^ 
with a select party of cavalry, marching always 
in the night, through the most unfrequented 
roads, hung on the rear of the Roman army. 
Without any previous notice of his approach, iie 
fell upon them by surprise, and numbers of the 
' men, who were straggling about the country, 
without their arms, were either put to the sword 
or taken prisoners. Not a man escaped un- 
wounded. Having thus made a scene of 
slaughter, the Numidians did not wait till sue* 
cours could arrive from the Roman camp, but, 
according to the orders of Jugurtha, retreated 
to the neighbouring hills. 

i^v. In the mean time, the conduct of MeteU 
lus being known at Rome, the whole city re* 
sounded with acclamations of joy. The people 
were happy to be told that their general was 
a strict observer of ancient discipline, and taught 



THE WAR AGAINST JUGURTHA. 327 

his army to conform to this sione rules ; that 
though the enemy had all the advantages of 
the ground^ his undaunted courage surmounted 
every difficulty and obtained a complete victory, 
made himself master of the country, and by the 
progress g( his afms had reduced Jugurtha, 
elated as he was by the infamous submission of 
Aulus, to seek his safety in sohtary deserts, or to 
place all his hopes in flight. For these happy 
events, the senate, by a decree, ordered public 
thanks and oblations to the immortal gods. The 
gloom that lately hung over the minds of men 
was now dispersed, and joy and exultation filled 
the city. The praise of Metellus was the theme 
of every tongue. 

The general felt himself inspired with addi* 
tional ardour. A complete victory was now his 
aim ; .and to that end he resolved to direct his 
most strenuous efforts. Rapid in all motions, he 
proceeded with spirit and daring, but at the 
same time was upon his guard not to opeii any 
advantage to the enemy. He was aware that 
envy always follows on the rear of fame ; and 
therefore, seeing the space which he filled in the 
eyes of men, he acted with redoubled vigilance. 
Warned by the late incursions of Jugurtha, he no 
longer suffered his men to plunder in separate 
divisions. When com or other provisions were 
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wanted^ he ordered out some cohorts and the 
whole of his cavalry to protect the foraging par- 
tics. He kept one part of the army under his 
own command, and Marius marched at the head 
of the other. The country was laid waste, but the 
destruction was spread more by fire, than by 
plundering parties. 

The two generals pitched their separate camps 
at a small distance from each other. When the 
occasion required it, they acted with tl|eir comr 
bined force ; and at other times proceeded by 
different routes, in order to spread Aiglet ftnd 
consternation as wide as possible. In the mean 
time Jugurtha was not idle: he watched the 
motion^ of the Romans, and followed them on 
the ridge of hills, hoping in some happy moment 
to seize the advantage of the ground, and hazard 
a general action. When he gained intelligence 
of the intended march of the enemy, he took 
care to ruin the forage in that part of the coun- 
try, and to corrupt the few fountains that were 
to be found. He shewed himself in array, some- 
times to Metellus, and sometimes to Marius. 
After a sudden attack upon the rear, he would 
. in an instant fly with precipitation to the hills : 
then, suddenly returning', he would seem to me- 
nace an assault ^t different points, intending al} 
the time not to come to action, but still rpsolved 
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to keep up a constant alarm^ and by these 
means counteract and retard the designs of the 
enemy. 

i-yi. The Roman general felt himself fe^ 
tigued by these delays. He saw that he had 
to do with an artful enemy, who eluded occa^ 
sions of coming to an engagement. Being tired 
ty repeated stratagems, he nowi changed the 
plan of his operations, with intent to lay siege 
to a capita} city known by the name of Zama, 
which in the part of the country where it was 
situated was the strong hold and bulwark of 
the kingdom, Metellus concluded, as was 
highly probable, that Jugurtha would march to 
the relief of the place, and, in that case, might 
be forced tp hazard a battle. The Numidian 
had early intetligence of this design. He set 
' forward directly, and, by forced marches, arri- 
ved at the city before Metellus could reach it. 
Jit entreated thj& inhabitants tp make a vigor- 
pus defence, and added to the garrison a body of 
/deserters, whom he counted his best troops, as 
jthey would not dare to betnay him. He assured 
the people that he would return at the head of 
powerful army to raise the siege. 

Having thus arranged all matters, he withdrew 
pto the most retired places he could find, and 
^oon after learned that Marius was detache4 

^ 
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with a few cohorts from the main body of the 
army> to collect a store of provisions from the 
town of Sicca^ which, after his late defeat, was 
the first place that revolted to the Romans. He 
made another forced march in the night, at the 
head of a select party of horse, and arrived in time 
to attack the Romans as they were coming out 
of the gates. ^ At the' same time, in a loud tone 
of voice, he exhorted the inhabitants to fall upon 
the rear of the Romans, and seize the glorious 
opportunity, now in their power, of restoring to 
their king the quiet enjoyment of his dominions, 
and of recovering their own independent freedom. 
The effect of this speech was such, that,if Marius 
had not advanced his standards with expedition, 
and pressed forward to the outside of the walls, 
it is most probable that the inhabitants, or the 
greater part of them, would have taken up 
arms against him : such is the versatile temper 
of the Numidians. Jugurtha's troops, while 
they were animated by the valour of their king, 
fought with undaunted resolution, but Andirig 
themselves overpowered by the vigour of the 
Romans, they betook themselves to flight. 
The number slain in the action was inconsi- 
derable, 

Lvii. Marius continued his march, and ar- 
rived before the walls of Zama. This city was si- 



THE WAB AOAmST JUGURTHA. 331 

taated on an open plain, without any advantage 
from nature, but strongly fortified. It was pro- 
vided with all necessary stores, and had a nume- 
rous garrison. 

Metetlus having made all arrangements suited 
to the occasion, formed his lines, and stationed 
his officers at their proper posts. He then in- 
vested the town, and gave the signal for a gene- 
ral assault. The Romans in that moment raised 
a terrible shout, at which the Numidians were 
by no means dismayed ; but, firm and resolute^ 
awaited their approach. The attack began : the 
besiegers, according to the different genius of 
the men, shewed their valour in varipus shapes : 
some at a distance discharged voliies of slings and 
stones ; while others exhausted their vigour in 
the onset, and retired ; some advanced, and 
endeavourd to sap the walls, while others tried 
to mount them with scaling-ladders. To bring 
the enemy to a dose encounter was the object 
of all. 

The besieged made an obstinate defence: 
they heaved down massy stones on the men unr 
•der the walls ; they discharged stakes and jave- 
lins, and darted. flaming torches, and other com- 
bustibles steeped in pitch and sulphur: the con- 
sequence was, that such of the Romans as kept 
«t a distance to shun the danger^ were not 
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protected by their caution ; as the weapons 
launched from the vigour of the arms, or dis« 
charged from battering^engines, laid numbers 
on the field. The coward and the brave were in 
equal danger, but did not act with equal 
glory. 

Lviii. While Zama was thus attacked and 
thus defended, Jugurtha watched his opportu- 
nity to assault the Koman camp. He advanced 
at the head of a great body of troops, and sur« 
prised the men who were left there upon guard. 
Finding the soldiers relaxed, and without theleast 
apprehension of an attack, he was able to make 
an irruption at one of the gates.- The suddoi 
alarm threw our men into confusion : they acted 
at the moment according to their diiierent in^ 
ttinctS; some fled, som^ seized their arms ; some 
were woiinded, and many killed on the spot. A 
small number, in all not more than forty, still re^ 
xnembering theglory of the {(cmaiiname, formed 
a compact body, and took possession of ^ rising 
ground ; from which post the Numidians, with 
all their efibrts, were not able to dislodge them. 
The missive weapons which the assailants leveU 
led at them, they returned in a ydley, and with 
some execution, as the numbers of the enemy 
presented a fair mark. If the Nimiidians dared 
to come to a oksse encounter, the courdge of the 
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little phalanx shewed itself with redoubled fury; 
they slaughtered the Numidians, threw them 
into confusion^ and put them to flight. 

MetelluSy in the mean time, pressed on the 
siege most vigorously ; but hearing, on a sud- 
den, the uproar of an enemy in his rear, he turn- 
ed his horse, and beheld a number of fugitives, 
whom as they fled towards him he knew to be 
part of his own army. In the instant he dis^ 
patched all his cavalry to the camp, and order- 
ed Marius to follow at the head of the auxiliary 
cohorts, addressing him at the same time in 
most affecting terms, conjuring him, with tears 
in his eyes, by their mutual friendship^ by the 
love they bore to the commonwealth, not to suffer 
a victorious army to be brought to disgrace, nor 
the enemy to save themselves by flight. Marius 
marched with expedition, and executed hit 
orders. 

Jugurtha found himself obstructed by the for- 
tifications of the camp. Some of his men 
threw themselves down from the top of the 
ramparts ; others, endeavouring to escape 
through the narrow passes, were embarrassed by 
their numbers ; and at length, the Numidian 
prince, after a great slaughter of his men, re- 
treated to his fastnesses. Metelius, finding that 
his operations against the city were ineffectual, 
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Bs night was comitig on^ withdrew with his army 
to the camp. 

Lix. On the following day, the consul^ before 
he returned to the siege, drew up his cavalry be- 
fore the lines of his camp, on the side where he 
expected Jugurtha would make an attempt. He 
aligned to the tribunes their several stations at 
the gates and various outworks^ and, having^ 
made these arrangements, proceeded to the dty 
with an intent to storm the works, as he had 
endeavoured to do on the preceding day. 

Jugurtha in the mean time did not remain in 
ambush, but seized his opportunity to make a 
sudden assault. The advanced guard was 
struck with surprise, and thrown into disorder, 
but speedy succours came to their support, and. 
being now in force, they would have immedi- 
ately routed the Numidians, if the latter had not 
changed their mode of fighting. Their ihfantry 
was now mixed with their horse, and did great 
execution. This was a new expedient: their 
cavalry had been always used to. rush on with 
fury, and then to wheel about, and retire ; but 
now they pressed forward^ and dared to engage 
horse to horse. By this new mode of fighting 
they broke the ranks, and, when they had well 
nigh overpowered our men, left their foot-soU 
diers to complete the work. 
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tx. In the mean time the siege of Zama was 
pushed on with vigour. The officers of rank 
and the tribunes performed prodigies of valour^ 
all exerting their own personal bravery^ without . 
depending on the assistance of their comrades. 
The besieged gave equal proofs of their valour; 
they opposed all assaults, and made a firm re*- 
sistanoe in every quarter. The conflict was so 
violent, that no man thought of his own per- 
sonal safety ; while the annoyance of the enemy 
was the object and endeavour of all. Sounds of 
exhortation and joy, mingled with groans an4 
shriek^, formed all together a strange and various 
uproar,* The clash of arms was enough to rend 
the skies, and nothing was seen in the atmo- 
sphere but darts and missive weapons. The as- 
sault was not maintained in all quarters with 
equal vigour. The besieged, whenever they 
saw a cessation on the part of the Romans, em* 
ployed their time in looking at Jugurtha^s ca- 
valry, which were at some distance hotly en* 
gaged; and according as they succeeded, or were 
repulsed, alternate sounds of joy and dismay 
were heard from the ramparts. You would have 
, seen the men as eagerly in motion, as if they 
could be heard or seen by their frien(}s at a dis- 
tance ; they called aloud to them ; they en- 
couraged them to deeds of valour, they made 
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signs with their hands^ and writhed and twkteci 
their bodies in various contortions^ as if they were 
either shrinking from a wound, or aiming their 
darts at the enemy. 

Marius conducted the attack cm that side of the 
city. The scene that passed on the walls did 
not escape his observation, and he thought fit to 
relax his ardour, and to appear as if he despaired 
of success. He looked quietly on, while the 
Numidians were left at leisure to behold the con- 
flict in which Jugurtha was engaged, and seiz- 
ing the moment, when all eyes were fixed on the 
distant field, he advanced with sudden fury to 
storm the place. The Romans attacked with 
their usual spirit, and, applying their scaling-lad^ 
ders, had almost gained the summit of the walls 
when the beleaguered citizens returned to the 
charge. They heaved down from the battle- 
ments huge massy stones, flaming brands, and a 
volley of missive weapons, llie besiegers per- 
sisted with undaunted bravery, till some of their 
scaling-ladders gave way, and dashed the men 
headlong from the top. The assailants fled in 
confusion, each man eager to save himself, and 
the greater part covered with wounds : few out 
of the whole number escaped unhurt. Night 
coming on, the conflict ceased in every 
quarter. 
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^ txi. Metellus now began to despair of his 
entetprise. • He found the city impregnable^ and 
saw no way of bringing on an engagement with 
Jogurtha^ who would not fight except in those 
sudden attacks^ when he could fall on the Ro^ 
mans by surprise^ or could seize an advantageous 
post. The consul therefore, the summer being 
at an end, resolved to raise the siege of Zama. 
He departed from before the city, and, after 
placmg garrisons in such of the towns as had 
made a voluntary surrender, and were by nature 
or by art sufficiently strong, he marched his army 
.into the part of the Roman province that lay 
contiguous to the frontiers of Numidia, and there 
settled his men in winter-quarters. He did not 
however think that his time, in this retreat, was 
to be sacrificed, according to the practice of 
. others, to indolence, or voluptuous pleasures : 
he still employed his thoughts for the puUic ser* 
vice, and, being convinced that he could not end 
the war by force of arms, he changed his plan, 
and had recourse to art and stratagem: his 
sdieme was to employ the king*s friends against 
their master, and for the future to wage a • war 
' of treachery* For this purpose he fixed on Bo- 
' mSlear^ the man who had been at Rome with Ju- 
. gurtha, and who having been charged with the 
murder of Massiva, gaveaureties for his appe^- 

t 
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moce^ ond^Aerwards fled from jvuliice* HtstocMl 
liigh Jn the esteem of Jugurtfaa^ andtbe oonfi^ 
deuce reposed in hun by his master saade him 
the iitteat tool to stFike« blow of perfiify. Me- 
•Idlus fixed CD this ianroiirite of the liagv aiHi al-- 
lured him to a aecretcooference, whew he bound 
liitaaeif by a cdiema prodnise, to obtaia for hxm 
ftom the senate a full pasdot)^ and the .eatire pos- 
eesaotf of aH liistefibctSy ttpaa amditSon 4hat lie 
^oulddeiiyeriip Jugurlfaa, liiriagiirdead* Tbe 
Numidian readily etidmiced the ofier« The fpe- 
MU8 o£im coi»tay led faimto wcai:^ of treaofaerjr, 
and dM dmd of beiog ddsrered up to eaccialjmi 
ia tike evfie»t of peace with RoBie eo^poafted adti^ 
his natural disposition. 

xxn. fiomAcar Is^sn wait ibr an opportiaaify 
Id approach Jugurtha. H^ fooAd hi» in a de- 
jected state of iniad^ /d^pcm^foig^ and fao ifa fr ine 
ins oooxktbn. He addressed the kt^q^ia pathe- 
^ terms, and, vrith teais in his 'eyes, besought 
.Km to think of bis oam aafaty, that of kis 
children, and the public good of theiNiiinidiaiiSj 
Mk) had been hitherto so aeiiona ia htajsprfee* 
He represented to him tKat defeat had attend^ 
ed every action; that the ooontry was a acrnie of 
descdation ^ that numifaers of his satfeets had 
ftUen m battle, or were made prisoners .of ^aatr ; 
Uiat tbe.re8wr(^oftbekiqgd0Ba wemealiaiist- 
4 • 



^HB WAk ABAikBSr JV^tJBTHA. 93$ 

4Ki; iiiat he had sttfidvently tried tlM 
ttoDOfs, and the fortune of the field ; and, £m%, 
.that if he neglected the pid^ weUarei the people 
•of Nnoiidia might be toused toactfor themadvei. 
By these and aimtlar remonstrances, Jv^;wtha 
mm at length-persuaded into aubn»iasion. 

An enabaaay was instantly sent with instruc- 
tions to infortn the Roman general that the Nu- 
4mdianf)riaoe was ready to comply with any terms 
tiiaft should be prescribed^ and, without Airdier 
stipulaticm lor hinisdf and his kingdom, to aor- 
Koder at discretion. The consol immediately 
aimmaned froin their leapective quarters all the 
offiness of aenatorian rsnk, and, with them and 
<Dthevs ef experience, proceeded to deliberate on 
the^bosiness. The result was, a decree of coun- 
cil, aooording to ancient usage, commanding Ju^ 
gurthatoddivertothe Romans two hundred thou* 
ai^ we^tcrf* silver, hiswfaole trained elephants, 
aoertainnunlber of horses, and a quandtyof arms, 
ingurtha oocnplied without delay, and thereupon 
the oOQBul lequiied that all the deserters from 
Ins army should be sent to him bound in chains: 
this^wM also readily obeyed. Th^ were all given 
ap, eok^ing a small number, who, en tfa% 
&A report of a submission, fled to Bocchua, 
king of Mauritania, for protection. At lei^th 
iqgartha teas 4n)|Dmoned to sunender 4ii^^ 

Z 2 
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the will of the conqueror at the city of Tisidtumw 
This he considered as the crisis of his fete; and 
though he had resigned men, arms, and money, 
this last demand produceda wavering in his mind, 
and he began to dread the punishment which 'li^ 
conscience told him he deserved. For several 
jday% he remained in suspense and agitation. Ha- 
rassed as he was by a train of disasters, he was, 
at times, inclined to think any terms, however 
harsh, were better than a renewal of the war ; 
but different reflections soon succeeding, the 
thought of falling from a throne tb a state of 
bondage pierced to the inmost feding of his 
hearty smd.without balancing any longer, though 
now in a reduced state, and stripped, by his late 
submission, of considerable resources, he zesoK 

^ ved at all events to renew the war. At Roroe^ in 
the mean time, the senate met to appoint gover- 
nors of the different [M-ovinces, and Nmnidia was 
assigned to Metellus. 

Lxni. It happened in this juncture thatCaius 
Mariul, being at Utica, and perforaiii^ a 
propitiatory sacrifice to the gods, was tdd by the 
priest who pi^ided at the ceremony, that the 

^ omen3 whiah appeared portended all ^Ihat.was 
great and wonderful; that whateverundertaking 

: he resolved in his mind, he might pursue widi 
thoroHgh rellfiiice i^On the god«» and n^ght 
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try ht6 fortune to the utmost risk, as success 
was sure to follow him throughout. The fact 
Wes^ that^ long before this time, Marias had con- 
ceived hopes of obtaining the consulship : for 
that high honour he had every requisite, except 
a line of noble ancestors. Possessed of unre- 
mitting industry, distinguished by his probity, 
consummate master of military affairs, and un** 
daunted m the field of battle, he added to those 
public virtues the strictest domestic economy, 
and a mind superior to the allurements of 
wealth or pleasure. The love of glory was his 
ruling passion. He was bom at Arpinum, and 
remained in that city during his tender years. 
As soon as he was capable of bearing arms, he 
entered into the service. The eloquence of 
Greece had no charms for him, and the elegant 
r^nements of the city passed unheeded. The 
art of war engaged his whole attention ; and, by 
consequence, his natural genius soon displayed 
itself in full vigour. His early ambition made 
liira aspire to the office of military tribune ; and 
though^ when he became a candidate, the people 
did not know him even by sight, yet his charac* 
ter stood so high, that he succeeded by the una* 
nimous suffrage of all the tribes. From this be- 
ginning he opened his way to furtlier advance- 
went, and in every station discharged his duty 

z 3 
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ymth 80 much honour, ilat he witf tliTttjnt 
deemed worthy of » higher post. 

ted yet with all this honoimd)te repnttatMNt 
^or at that ipmcA ambition had not yet Adiied 
his virtues) Menus did not presume to dBBet 
himself a candidata for the oomuishtpi AH the 
other mi^stracies then depended on the dee>^ 
tma of t^e people, hut the coosuAar dignity ivae 
nserred by the nobles for men of their ownrank^ 
gnd no commoner, however distingutahed for hie 
l^rious actions, was oonstdered worthy of tkmt 
elevation, or eould do away the idea of polhilioii 
^hich pqqdice attached to his birth. 

Lxiv* In the present juncture Mariua derived 
encouragement from the predictions of the soothe 
layer, wliich corresponded aK/enctl3^tth his own 
imbition. He tbevefore applied to MeteUus fot 
leave of absence, that he might proeeed to Rmm 
and offer himself for die consulship. The cook 
mander in chief posa^sed a mind replete with 
every virtue, a true sense of hunour, and every 
qiudity of a great man ; but still retained with afl 
these exoeUencies, an alloy of that pride> tiat 
contemptuous h^ghtiness, which ia the mgn'^ 
ii^ vice of the nobility. He listened to die re^ 
c|uest with astonishment ; he told Mariaa that 
he wondered how he could formso wild a project ; 
md^ in the st^le of ^endsbip> advised turn Jte 
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cbsist from SQGh vain pretenskHw^ and not aspiro 
above his rank ; all things in the state were not 
fitfor aU ; Mariuft had every reason to he latis* 
i^ with bis present situation ; and, tipon tha 
whole, that he would do well not to solicit 
from the peojrfe such a iavour as they would be 
perfectly justified in refusing him. Ibving 
wged these and similar arguments, without ro;ih 
king any impression on the nund of Marius, hi) 
promised at last to comply with his wishes a9 
soon as the state of things woukl permit him^ 
Marius took every oppcu-tunity to urge his suit ] 
and the general^ we are told, answered at last, 
that he had no occasion to be so eager to depart^ 
as it would be tiaie enough tor him to sdicit that 
office, when the consul's son would be of age to 
stand joint candidate with him. The young 
man, then serving under his father, was about 
twenty years of age. This answer, while it whet-* 
ted tlie impatience of Marius, filled his heart 
with resentment against the consul. Rage and 
ambitipn, those worst of motives, became now 
the spring of all his actions. He stopped at no- 
thing, either in thought or action, that seemed 
conducive to his design. He relaxed his disci-> 
pline, and allowed greater liberty than he had 
fomierly done, to the troops under his command 
in the winter-quarters. He mixed with the 
z 4 
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merchants^ of whom there was at Utica a large 
number^ and talked of the war wkh no less m^- 
Kgnity towards the commander in chief, than os- 
tentation with regard to himself. He declared 
openly, that if he had the sole command of but 
half thearmy, Jugurtha would inafew days be his 
prisoner; whereas the consul, he said, protracted 
the war in order to gratify his own vanity and 
kingly pride, by continuing in the command. 
To the men in trade these suggestions appeared 
well founded; the more so, as, in the course of a 
long war, they had impaired their fortunes; and 
avarice is ever impatient in its pursuit. 

Lxv. There was at this time a Numidian serv- 
ing in the Roman army, the son of Manastabal 
and grandson of Masinissa, who had been de- 
clared by Micipsa heir to the kingdom of Nu- 
midia, in default of the immediate successors ap- 
pointed by his will. The name of this prince 
was Gauda. He had been for some time the vic- 
tim of disease, and the vigour of his mind de* 
cayed with his constitution. This man had ex- 
pressed his desire to have a seat allowed to him 
next the coRsul, and a troop of Roman cavalry 
for his body-guard; both of which petitions Me- 
tellus rejected : the seat, because it was an ho* 
nour granted to none but those whom the Ro^ 
man people acknowledged to be kings ; and the 
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liody.guard, because the Roman cavalry would 
think it a disgrace to be assigned to a Nu« 
midian. 

Marius^ perceiving that the prince was discon^* 
tented, took advantage of the oj^rtunity to in* 
ipire him with revenge against Metellus, and 
promised to second him in all he should under- 
take. Gauda, as weak in intellect as in body, 
was easily led to listen to these flattering 
speeches, and with pleasure heard himself styled 
a king, great personage, and grandson of Mast- 
nissa, who was sure of possessing the kingdom 
6f Numidia, if Jugurtha was either slain, or 
taken prisoner; an event which he was taught to 
Ihink would be the certain consequence of the 
appointment of Marius to the consulship and to 
the sole management.of the war. 

By the intrigues of Marius, the Numidian, the 
Roman knights, the soldiers, and the merchants^ 
6ome induced by private solicitations, others by 
their hopes of peace, agreed to write to their 
friends at Rome an account of the war, to the 
disadvantage of Metelkis, with ardent wishes 
to have , Marius appointed commander in chief. 
In this manner the lieutenant-general found a 
pumberof friends, who seemed by honourable 
means to open his way to the consulship; and it 
Diust be further observed^ that the people at that 



liAie bad obtauMdby IheMamiliaa law a victoryr 
over the noUesy. wbickgave them the power of 
promoting new men to the highest offioea v sa 
that all tbing^^ eompbed in fafour o£ Manaa*. 

tikyfi. Doriag tbase tn m ga ct i o ps Jugm^ha^ 
^ho had cbdngedhiamiod and resolved not to 
swrfender, w&9 busy in makijpg prepanitiOnaibc 
a rtnawal of the war.. He raised an army with 
the ttlasost expedition ; aod exerted his utmost 
IjF the force of menaces, or bribery^ to recover 
the €tCi6» that bad r^vdted from him; helortu 
ied bis strong hdda^ and bought a new stock 
ef arms, or caused them to be made, ia order ta 
supply the losa of what be had given up v ho 
MCteavoured to allure to his interest the Roman 
6la^«es9 ^d tried by bribery to seduce the mea 
stationed in various garrisona; in short, he left 
ndthing untried or unassaikd^ but threw all 
arotmd him into hurry and agitation^ 

In consequence of these commotions^ a coq^ 
apiracy took place in the city of Vaoca, wherq 
imm^iately upon the oSer of Jugurtha to c^a^ 
tuktey. Metellu& had placed a garrison^ The 
principal inhabitants, pressed by the entreaties of 
their king^rad ia&ct nev«r wholly alienated from 
him, entered into the plot. The common peopk, 
as is the case in all cOuBtries, and particularly in 
Kumidia^ were fond of ismovation^ ready for ink^ 
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cnrreetbd, and never pteaaed with qrnei times;^ 
The cbieC conspirators settled their plan, and 
agreed to cany it into execution on the tUrddaj^ 
from thence> which happened to be a public feati* 
^ cdebratdd by the custom of the country all 
over Africa^ and more likely to promifie mirth and 
festivity^ than to give any suspicion of danger or 
popular commotion* On that day^ the principU 
conspirators invited the eentonons, the military 
tribunes^ and with them T. Turpiliua Silaaua 
the commanding officer^ to their sevend houses^ 
aad lathe midst of a scene of revelry, massacrad 
tiiem all except Silanus, After this exploit theyt. 
sallied out, and fell upon the sddiers, who, ai 
Iras natutal on a rejoicing day, wandered about 
the town, in a dissipated manner, without thet^ 
arnis^ and under no command. The popuhob 
fbUowed the example of the higher orders; some 
from previous information of the design,, aad 
ethers from a natund dispoeition to bajrharityy 
being perfectly ignorant of the motifes of the 
transaction, and . solely led by their love of tu* 
XBult and innovation* 

. Lxvii. In this scene of distracticMi, die 
Rnman soldiers were covered with dismay and 
astonishment, and knew not on which side to 
tarn themselves. They made the best of their 
^way to the citadel, where their shields and stan* 
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dards were deposited ; but they found it gamV 
$oned hy the enemy. The gates of the city had 
hcCT shut before the massacre began, and there 
was now no possible mode of escape. Even the 
women and their children joined in the fray, and 
from the tops of houses threw down upon the 
heads of the soldiers stones and all sorts of ma- 
terials that happened to be within their reach* 
In this manner, surrounded on every side with 
roxn, the Romans saw neither hope nor re- 
source; unable at such a moment to resist even 
file tveaker sex, they all fell in one promiscuous 
carnage, and the good and the worthless, the 
brave and the dastardly, perished together, un- 
distinguished and unrevenged. It is worthy of 
notice, that in such a scene of destruction, car- 
ried on by the Numidians with unrelenting fury 
while the city was barricaded on every side, Tur- 
pilius, the late governor, was the only Koman 
who survived the general massacre, and escaped 
utihurt. Whether an event so extraordinary ' 
is to be ascribed to the humanity of his host, to 
some secret agreement, or M mere chanoey 
remains problematical to this moment. AJl that 
can be said is, that the man, who in such a ge- 
neral slaughter could choose to live in infamy 
rather than die with honour^ must be prcK 
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nouTiced a spiritless wretoh^and deserves thcf con- 
tempt of posterity. 

Lxviii. Metellus, when he received intelli- 
gence of the horrors of Vacca^ was so overpow* 
ered with anguidh and astonishment, that for 
some time he withdrew from the public eye. 
R^e and indignation, however, soon mingled 
with his grief, and he resolved without delay to 

• take revenge on the perpetrators of sohorribla 
,an4 outrage. He ordered the legion whidi he 

had with him in winter-quarters, to be in readi- 
ness, and having collected a considerable num* 
ber of the Numidian cavalry, he put himself at 
the head d( this Kttle army, and about sunset 
proceeded oh his way to Vacca. About the 

J third hour of the following day he arrived at a 
((mall plain,' encompassed on every side by va- 

- rious rising grpynds. There the soldiers halted, 

;and, being exhausted by the length of their 
march, refuseid to proceed any further. The 

' general remonstrated, that they were within a 

• mile of the city of Vacca, and that their charac- 
ter as sbldiiers and as men imperiously called 

I upon them to persevere in what they had beguM, 

• till the massacreof their bravq and ill-fated fellow- 
' citizens should be avenged. To these exhortlf- 
r tions he added a strong incentive, by promising 
^them the plunder of the place. The courage of 
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$^ troops faetng thut revtved^ he ordfMdi the 
Numidian horse to advance in front, and Hie 
Jofisitry to follow in close array, mdi their st^- 
jdards bent down, and Jthdr colours larlad. 

xxix. Die inhabitants of thecHjr^ peeceiving 
the approach of ao army, supposed, as was ftfae 
case, that Metdlos fed them on, and iimiie- 
dialely orderad all the gates toheshot. Ohaenring 
however that no devaatation was oommtttad, and 
aeebg the Numidiao horse io the foremost Una, 
they concluded 4hat it must be Jt^gnrtfia liko ap^ 
proAched, and marched forth with hearts of joy 
to meet him. bi that isistant the signal being 
given^ the cavidry and infisintry nish^ on \6 the 
attack. Some put to the awond the moltitnde 
thatiasued from &e oty, while others hastened 
forward to aeotire the gates^ the lamparts, and 
the towers; and» in short, ail our troops, foiget** 
tixtg their former lassitude, thought of aiothiag 
at that moment hot ireveoge and plunder. 

In this manner the pec^ of 'Vaoca were al- 
lowed DO moie than two days to ei^oy At .tri* 
Urnph of their guilt; that great smdaflbent city 
was made a scene of alaughfcer and devastatioQ^ 
Turpilius, the Boman governor^ who, as *ai- 
Jtady mentioned, was the only person that a- 
€aped the general massacre, wsas cited hf Meftettus 
to ghne an aocount ^f liis conduct, ondsrat bemg 
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dble to justify Maadf, the mm oo ii fcrn norl to be 
Hut soottrgod) ttid tben to 6tifli0r'<le8th.t he vis 
mnatireofLatimB^ aodiinui themfove eseoul«d 
^KxxMxlbfigtothefleBtaDce *• 

I.XX. DuringtheseitmnsactiDnA^BoinBGBr^bjr 

wAiose advioe Jjugnrtha had t)ffeved those temub 

flof capitulation^ fnom which fttis fears made him 

nfterwanb recede, began to su6)>eet that fae had 

ioert Ae ocaifideiice of ihe king:; and ms m that 

<a6e these was every thing to be ap p p eh oad ed 

ibriwnaQif^ he reaoived to hnng nboot an im- 

mediateieviQiiilion. Hie {dan whieh lie fonofid 

nsaa^ to cut off die king by stntagem, and math 

.that deagn his invagination labonrad diy ;aQd 

alight. Hayif^ at length weighed aM oncuni- 

atances^ he leaalval to draw into hia plot a 

Nnmidian ndUema<i,of great wealthy nnd Jugh in 

Aaom r vA tk due people^ whose namewasNahdaisa ^ 

and who had been long used to command an 

army diatinct £rom that nf tbeJdng. Wiieaeivr 

it happened that Jugorthafoondhiaiadf firtigued 

hy ML mtdtipliofty <£ aiSairs, or mm eng^ed wi 

JtdatnMS that reqsnt^ his t9(4)oie attention^ -Nab^ 

dalaa conducted 6wiytlMng> and by a fiur dia* 

flhai|p of 1m daty had acquired gveat wesMi 

asi^popQiaritjjr. 
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He now entered into the plot with Bomilcar.. 
The two conspirators consulted together^ and 
fixed^ a day, on which they resolved to strike the 
blow^ leaving all previous measures to be settled 
as the emergencies of the moment might require. 
From this meeting, Nabdalsa went to join his 
army, which, by the king*s orders, he held in 
readiness near the Roman winter-quarters, to 
binder our men from laying waste the country 
with impunity. In that situation, having lei- 
sure to reflect^ the magnitude of a deed soafaXK 
cious presented itself to him in all its horror^ 
and under the influence of these fears he did 
not return on the day appointed. Bomiicar^ 
impatient to execute his purpose, and at the 
same time fearful lest his colleague should 
abandon the enterprise, and adopt different 
measures, dispatched a letter to him by trusty 
messengers, in which he accused him of back- 
wardness and indolence ; appealed to the gods 
as witnesses of the oath by which he had 
bound himself; and cautioned him not ta 
prefer certain ruin to the gracious of!ers made 
. by Metellus : the destruction of Jugurtha, he 
Qdad, was inevitable; the only remaining question 
was, whether it should be accomplished by the 
Roman general, or by their undaunted bravery ; 
and^ upon the wholcj he would do well to con- 
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stder^ wli^h was most eligible^ a splendid rewai^j| 
or pertain death upon the rack. 

xjcxi* This letter^ as chance would have it^^ 
was deliyered to Nabdalsa at a moment when h^ 
had laid himself down upon his bed afteif 
much bodily &tigiie. Bomilcar'ss^yle of reproach 
oyerwhelined him wUh uneasy reflections^ and| 
as is tpual when the spirits are wearied, he fdil 
into a profound deep. A Niunidian of triec^ 
fidelity was at that time Nalylalsa's confident 
tial scribe; a man' high in &vour with his mas- 
ter^ and admitted to all his roost secret deaijgQf^ 
with the exception sqldy of the plot tjhicai <^ 
pending. The secretary, as soon as he heax4 
that a letter had arrived, concluding that, ac- 
cording to custom on such occasions, his attend- 
ance would be necessary, went directly to his 
master's tent. He found him &8t asleep, and, 
seeing a letter carelessly thrown on the pilloiff 
behind his iK^ld, he took it and. read the con- 
tents. The conspiracy being thus detected, the 
Numidian made the best of his way to the king. 

Nabdalsa waked in a short timdw He looked 
in vain for the letter; but from his guards, who 
were deserters from the Roman army, be gainefi 
intelligence of what had passed during his sleqp. 
He instantly g^ye orders to have the spy pursucfl 
^d seized, Tb^t exp^ent fiuling^ h$ resolved 

A A 
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to throw himself at the feet of Jugurtha^ and, 
if possible; to restore himself to £iyoar. He 
stated the measures ivhich he had meditated, and 
which he had intended to carry into eiecutfon, 
if the fraud of a treacherous domestic had not 
anticipated him. In a flood of tears he implored 
the king, by the friendship that had long sub- 
aisted between them, by the proofs he had given 
of strict fidelity, not to imagine him capable of 
such a crime. 

Lxxii. The king, disguising his real senti* 
mentS; retunled a mild and generous answer. 
He had already put to death Bomilcar with 
several of his associates, and now thougl>t it 
prudent to dissemble his resentment, lest the 
public tranquillity might be endangered by any 
further severities. From this period Jugurtha 
was a stranger to tranquillity of mind ; neither 
' day nor night afforded him a moment of peace ; 
he never thought himself safe in aiiy place, ^t 
any time, or with any man whatever: he dreaded 
his own subjects no less than his enemies ; he 
lived in constant alarm, always on the watch, 
frightened at every noise ; shifting in the night 
to different bedrooms, and oflen to places ill 
suited to the royal dignity. He sometimes 
started out of his sleep, and, jumping from his 
bed, seized his arms^ and caused general con- 
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BtemUion. In short, his terrors became so ex«- 
txssive as to assume the air of madness. 

Lxxiii. Meteilus^ having received from the 
deserters an account of the late conspiracy^ 
and the death of Bomilcar, made prqwrationa 
. for the war, with as much vigour as if it was only 
then beginning. Wearied as he was by the re- 
peated importunity of Marius^ he thought at 
length that an officer who served so reluctantly^ 
and who harboured such feelings of malice to* 
wards his general, was not fit to be trusted any 
longer, and therefore gave him the leave of ab« 
aence which he required. At Rome the popu« 
lace listened with eagerness to the letters that 
arrived concerning Metellus and Marius, and 
swallowed the different accounts according to 
the bias of their jarring inclinations. The 
noble rank of the commander in chief, which 
Jhad hitherto given lustre to his name, was now 
made an objection to hina, while the low ex- 
traction of his competitor placed him high in 
the favour of the multitude. The contest was 
^rm, and carried on with all the violence of 
party spirit, without any attention to the real 
merits or defects of the two characters. 

Ilie fectious magistrates were not idle it this 
scene of contention, but added fuel to the fire ; 
and in their pubUc declarations did not hesitate 
AA 2 
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to accuse Meteilas^ while they extolled Marios 
to the skies. The frenzy among the oommoo 
people rose to such a height, that the worldng 
meohanics, and the rustics in the fieM, who 
earhed their bread by their daily labour^ left cff 
theii- work, and crowded about Marius, anxious 
for his elevation, and careless of themsdves; 
The nobles were unable to withstand this tor* 
rent, and the consequence was, that the con- 
sulship was obtained by a commoner; a circum- 
ttance unknown for a series of years. In a 
short time after, Manliqs Mantinus, one of tbe 
tribunes, having demanded, in an assembly of 
the people, whom they would have to command 
in the war against Jugurtha, the fiill and una«> 
nimous cry was for Marius. Tbe senate had 
not long before assigned the province of Numidia 
to Metellus ; but that decree was now of course 
null and void. 

Lxxi V. During these transactions at Rome, Ja- 
gurtha found himself reduced to a most helpless 
situation. He had cut off many of his friemh, 
and the rest, in dread of a similar fate, iiad fled 
for refage either to the Romans or to king 
Bocchus. Without the assistance of ofiioers 
^^r could not be carried on, and, after the 
treachery of old friends, to rq>ose any confi- 
dence in new ones, seemed to him a very dan- 
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gerous experiment. He was now therefore in 
the utmost doubt and perplexity ; no plan^ no 
advice^ no man could please him. He changed 
the course of his march, and appointed new 
lieutenants every da^. At times he £»ced about 
to the enemy, and then as suddenly would re- 
tire into the deserts: sometimes he resolved 
upon flight, and soon after shewed a disposition 
for engaging ; and which was the most preca- 
rious^ the courage or fidelity of his people, was 
a problem which he could not solve. In this 
jnanner, on which side soever he turned, he 
saw nothing but distress and calamity. 

While he was still in this state of distraction 
MeteOus shewed himself at the head of his 
army. Jugurtha made tlie best dispositions 
which the huny and exigence of the moment 
would allow, and a battle ensued. In the quarter 
where the king exposed his person, the Numi* 
dians maintained their ground ; but the rest, on 
the first onset, were thrown into confusion, and 
betook themselves to flight.' The Romans rc« 
mained masters of their standards and arms ; 
but the number of prisoners was very incon- 
siderable ; for it must be remembered, that in 
all engagements the Numidians owed their safety 
more to their feet than to their swords. 
A A 3 
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jLXXV. Jugurtha by this defeat was more dis-^ 
heartened than ever; he fled with a body .of 
deserters, and part of his cavalry, to his safe 
{Places in the deserts, and from tlience made his 
way to Thala^ a great and opulent city, where 
his treasures chiefly lay, and where his sons 
were educated in a manner becoming their 
rank. 

Metellus no sooner received intelligence of 
all that passed, than he resolved to pursue the 
enemy notwithstanding the difHculties he had 
to encounter. He knew that between the river 
in his neighbourhood and the city of Tbala there 
lay a tract of country, not less than fifty milc^ 
in length, through a parched and sandy desert ; 
* and ]^t persuaded that the reduction of that 
place would put an end to the war, he resolved 
to encounter every hardship, and, if possible, 
to conquer even the difficulties which nature 
opposed to him. Determined on this enter* 
prise^ he issued orders that the beasts of bur- 
den, instead of being loaded as usual, should 
only carry com fof ten days, with a parcel of 
leathern yecfsels and other vehicles for water. In 
addition to these preparations he collected 
together all the tame cattle that could be found in 
^e country round him, and ordered them to be 



THS WAB AOAINST JUGURTHA. ^9 

loaded with vessels of various so^ts^ but chiefly 
those made of wood^ such as were used by the 
Numidians in their cottages. That he might 
be sure of a sufficient supply, he moreover gave 
it in command to the people of the country, 
who, after the late defeat of their king, had 
submitted to his arms, to provide a store pf 
water, and have it ready for delivery at the time 
and place appointed. He took care, besides, 
to provide a large quantity of water from the 
river, which, though at some distance, as has 
been stated, was still the nearest to the place 
of his destination. Having taken these pre- 
cautions, he pursued his march to the city of 
Thala. . 

Metellus, having reached the place to which 
he had ordered the Numidians to bring a supply 
of wat^r, proceeded to pitch his camp ; and the 
works were scarcely finished, when, as we are 
told, there fell a torrent of rain sufficient for 
the whole army. There was besides, beyond 
all hope or expectation, an ample supply of pro- 
visions of every kind, brought in from all parts 
by the jpeople of the country, who having lately 
surrendered, thought, as is generally the case 
in . sudden changes, that they could not do toq 
much to shew th^ir ^eal for their new masters. 
To the Roman soldiers the flood that fell f^om 
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the heavens ^ms more acceptable than any 
oljier water. Their choice proceeded from a 
fit of enthusiasm ; for they persuaded themselves 
^at they were under the guardian care of a special 
Frovidencey and that jiotion inspired them with 
tenfold courage. On the following day^ to the 
astonishment of Jugurtha^ they appeared before 
the walls of Thala. The inhabitants, depending 
on the dij9iculty of the roads, and thinking their 
situation inaccessible, were astonished at a sight 
so unexpected ; but, notwithstanding this alarm, 
put themselves in a posture of defence, while 
the Romans^ with equal vigour, prepared for 
the assault. 

Lxxvi. Jugurtha b^^n at length tp think 
that nothing was insurmountable to Metellus, 
He saw that neither arms nor armies, neither an 
adverse climate, nor even Nature her*lf, that 
conquers every thing, could resist the activity 
of the Roman general. In despair, therefore, 
he contrived to escape under favour of the 
night, and fled from the city with his children^ 
and a considerable part of his treasure, Erom 
that time he never rested more than a day or 
a night in one place ; assigning as an excuse^ 
that his affairs called him away, while, in fact, 
it was owing to his dread of treachery, which 
he (bought he might elude by this rapid change) 
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of residence. He knew that treasonous designs 
want but time and opportunity for their de- 
velopement, 

Metellus found he was engaged with k people 
'determined on resistance. lie shw that the city 
was* strong Both by nature '«tn& art, and he re- 
solved to enclose it by trenches and lines c^ 
ciicdmvallation. He advanced a number of well- 
constructed machines, with mounds raised up<Hi 
them and turrets on the (op, at once to protect 
both his men and the works. The besiegedl, 
in the mean time, exerted themselves with de- 
termined spirit, sgid prepared their machides to 
oppose the engines of the enemy. The utmo3t 
vigour was exhibited oo both sides* 

At length the Romans, exhausted by unre- 
mitting labour, aifter a siege of forty days, liiacfe 
themselves ihasters of the pUce. l^ey ^puhd 
it emp£y, nor was any thin^ left Ifor plunder. 
The deserters from the Roman army, as sooii 
as they saw the battering engines advanced to 
ihe walls, in a fit of despair conv^ed to the 
kin|^*s palace the whole stock of gold and silver, 
with whatever else was valuable ; and, having 
there intoxicated themselves with wine, set fire 
to the royal mansion, destroyed the whole 
stock, and perished in the dames; executing 
on themselves^ in this manner, the vengqonc^ 



which they had reason to expect from the con^ 
queror. 

Lxxvii. Tliab being thus reduced to sub^ 
jection^ Metellus reodved a deputation from the 
city of Leptis^ requesting him to strengthen 
the place with a garrison under the command 
of a proper governor. The ambassadors stated^ 
that a certain factious nobleman^ Hamilcar, was 
employed in schemes of innovation^ with the 
design of subverting the government; aiid that 
neither the ma^strates, nor the authority of the 
laws^ were sufficient to check him in his career. 
A speedy succour, they said, was absolutely 
necessary, or a people well disposed, and faith- 
ful allies of Rome, would in a short time be in- 
volved in utter ruin. It is proper to obs^e, 
that the inhabitants of Leptis, on the first break- 
ing out of the war with Jugurtha, appfied to 
Bestia the consul, and soon after to the senate, 
desiri^g to be pnited in friendship and alliance 
with the Ronums, Their request was granted, 
, and from that time they gave every proof of 
their zeal and steady attachment. They re- 
ceived the orders of Bestia, Albinus, and Me* 
tdlus, in regular succession, and on every oc- 
casion acted with prompt obedience. In con- 
9equence of such conduct their suit was granted 
by the general. He dispatched four Lagurian 
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cohorts to garrison the place, and gave the com** 
maiid to Guus Annius. 

Lxxviif . The city of Leptis was founded by 
the Sidonians ; a people who, jas history inform^ 
us, fled from the civil wars that distracted their 
ooikntiy, and after a prosperous voyage settled 
on the sea-coast, and there built their town in 
i, situation between the two Syries, which owe 
their name to the phenomena observable at both 
plaoes. The Syrtes are two gulfs near the 
extreme limits of Africa, of unequal size, but 
distinguished by the same qualities. The parts 
of those which are near the shore are always of 
considerable depth, while the rest is either deep 
or shallow, according as th^ sandy bottom hap- 
pens to be in motion: for when the billows^ 
begin to rise, and winds are high, the waves carry 
along with them quantities of mud and sand 
as well as huge massy atones; so that the con-- 
sequence is, that, according as the winds shift 
about, the whole appearance of the gulfs is 
altered. From this peculiarity they are called 
3yrt€s. 

In consequence of intermuriages with the 
Nuntidians, the inhabitants of Leptis had let 
their native language fall into disuse ; but the 
Sidonian laws and customs still remained in 
force. Between these and the cultivated parts 
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ef Numidia there were long tracts of wild und 
sandy deserts^ and at such a distance the Nu* 
biidian court had lijttle or no influence. 

i^xxix. And now^ since I have been drawn 
by the affairs of Leptis into this part ef the 
country^ it wHl not^ I trusty be deemed kn^ 
firdper^ if I deviate into a short digresBion^ to 
relate a most noble and glorious actioh which 
^BS pedbrmed by two Cartlui^nihn^^ and which 
the mention of the place recalid to my memory* 

At the time when Carthage held the gt^atc^ 
part of Africa in sul^eotion^ the Cyrenians were 
e fiouriflftiifig and powerftd people. Setween 
the two states there lay a ssmdy cotmtry cif vas/t 
^tent^ ail Hat and levd^ without a mountain t/t 
a river to serve as a boondaiy ; and this territory 
"Was the cause of never-OBasiilig hostilities W- 
tween them. The fleeits and arrnfes ^ the twd 
nations h^ been akemaitely scattered and de- 
feated, till both sides, at l^^, f^ their 
strength impaired, and began to fear fhat some 
fresh enemy m ight take advantage of their disabled 
condition, and attack both the victors ahd the 
vmiquished. To prevent such a disaster they 
agr^ to a suspension of arms, and, in that 
period^ settled the terms of pacijfication. On 
a stated day, and at a certain hour, deputies 
were to set out bom each state^ and the place 
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where they should happen to meet was for the 
future to be the boundary of the two nations* 
The persons sent by the Carthaginians were two 
brothers^ of the name of Hiilenus^ who pur^ 
sued their journey with wonderful activity. The 
deputies of Cyrene did not make an equal pro* 
gress. Whether it was from want of exertion 
or accident is not ascertained ; but in those re* 
gions^ it is well known, that adverse winds are 
quite as productive of delays as at sea : for in 
those vast and naked plains, where there are 
no trees to afibrd the smalles} shelter, a sudden 
tempest whirls up the sand, and fills the mouths 
and eyes of the traveller with such clouds of 
dust as make it impossiUe for him to pursue his 
journey. However it happened, the Cyrenian& 
saw that their antagonists had gained a const* 
derable advantage, and fearing the punishment 
that awaited them at home for their failure^ 
they insisted that the Carthaginians bad set out 
before the stipulated hour. They disputed, 
puzzled, quarrelled, and declared that they 
would do any thing rather than acquiesce. The 
Carthaginians expressed their willingness to end 
the controversy by any fair expedient, upon 
whidi the Gyrenians proposed the following 
terms; that thdr antagonists should either 
consent to be buried alive on the spot^ where 
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tbey desired to fix the limits of their reptiblic^ 
or that the ag«its of Cyrene should, on the 
tame condition, be at liberty to pursue their 
progress to what point they should think 
proper. The Carthaginian brothers embraced 
the ofier, and preferring the interest of their 
country to all selfish considerations, were buried 
alive on the spot which they had reached. The 
government of Carthage erected altars in this 
plaoe to the memory of the two illustrious bro- 
thers, and instituted religious ceremonies to be 
observed in the city, in honour of so glorioas 
a transaction. I now resume the thread of my 
history. 

Lxxx. Jugurtha, dispirited by the loss of 
Thala, had no hopes of being able to make a 
stand against Metellus: he fled with a small 
band of his followers, and, after traversing vast 
plains and deserts, arrived in the countiy of the 
Ga&tulians^ a wild and barbarous })eop1e, at that 
time wholly ignorant of the Roman name. He 
contrived to draw together a large number of 
those savages, and in a short time taught them 
to keep their ranks, to follow the colours, to 
obey thQ word of command, and to perform all 
military duties. He addressed himself to the 
f^ourite courtiers of king Bocchus, and, by 
large bribes, and larger promises, allured them 
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to espouse his cause. Through that channel 
he made his way to their master, and prevailed 
Upon him to declare war against the Romans. 
The king of Mauritania was the more easily 
induced to adopt the measure, as he had for 
some time harboured a secret antipathy to the 
Romans: the (act was, in the very banning 
of the war with Jugurtha he had sent an em* 
bassyto Rome, desiring to be admitted into* 
friendship and alliance with the republic. His 
request, though highly advantageous in thai 
juncture, was rejected by the intrigues of a few 
leading men, who, acting always under the in- 
fluence of avarice, were in the habits of selling 
their votes on every question, without any re- 
gard to public utility, or their own honour. It 
is proper to add, that, before this time, Boc- 
chus had married a daughter oX Jugurtha ; but 
it must also be observed, that the marriage union 
does not form a tie of affection among the 
Moors and Numidtans. A plurality of wives is 
the custom of the country, and every man has 
the number that suits him'f some marry ten, 
and others more, according as they possess the 
means of supporting them ; but their kings, 
of course, enjoy a multiplicity. The conse- 
quence is, that by such a variety the heart is 
^stracted^ and never fixes its affections : na 
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one wife is the partner of her hqsband^ but all 
alike are desfused and ill-treated by him. 

vxxxu The two kings^ at the bead of theif 
armies^ met at a plaoe appointed^ where th^ 
pledged their mutual £iith, and entered in^ a 
lolemn league. In order to inflame the mind 
of BocchuSj Jugurtha represented the Romans 
at the motft cruel oppressors^ as a race of men 
io^Ued by imbounded avarice^ and the invete* 
rate enemies of all mankind : they had no mom 
provocation, he said^ to wage war agaii^st him* 
aelf than they had against JBoccbus^ and Ptber 
niations whom they attacked ; the lutf of do- 
minion was thdr only motive, and this led them 
to consider all monarchies as hostile to tbem. 
Himself was now the object of their fuiy; 
some time before it was the republic of Carthi^^ 
and Perses king of Macedon ; and, in short, 
it was by the power and opulence of any state 
that the enmity which it inspired in tiie Romans 
was to be estimated. 

^fter some more inflammatory suggestions of 
this kind, the two kings a^eed to march to-^ 
wards the town of Cirta, when^ Metellus had 
lodged all his booty, all his prisoners, and the 
bagggage of his army. Jugurtha here had two 
grand objects in view : by reducing ]tbe city he 
ahould gain a most important poont ; or^ in the 
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fvent of the Romans advancing to raise the 
siege^ he expected he should be able to bring 
on a general action : by which means the politic 
Numidian would involve Bocchus in an imme* 
diate war, and prevent the influence which delay 
and inactivity might have upon his resolutions. 

Lxxxii. The Roman general was in time ap- 
prized of the league between the two kings, , 
and now resolved to act with more caution 
t^ian he had thought necessary against Jugurtha, 
whom he had so often defeated. Instead of of- 
fering battle upon all occasions, at the option 
of the enemy, he pitched his camp in the vi- 
cinity of Cirta, and there lay in wait for the ar- 
rival of the confederate powers. The Moors 
were a new enemy ; he therefore judged it ad- 
visable not to hazard an action, till he had some 
experience of their genius and military cha- 
racter. 

In the mean time he received intelligence from 
Rome, that thei province of Numidia was de- 
creed to Marius, News of his elevation to the 
consulship had reached him long before ; but 
the last account made a deep impression on his 
spirits. He felt it to an excess which was neither 
rational nor worthy of his character : he burst 
into tears, and, unable to check his indignation, 
gave vent to the most intemperate language. 

J! B 
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Though distinguished upon all other odeasiofti 
by manliness and fortitude, he yielded in this 
instance to the weakest effeminacy of griefr 
Various causes were assigned for this extreme 
sensibility ; some called it pride ; others ^scribed 
it to a sense of injured merit ; and the greater 
part imputed it to a feeling of indignation ak 
the victory of which he was so certain, being 
snatched out of his hand§ by another. My 
own opinion, and I have substantial reasons fft 
it, is, that the honours conferred on Marius 
touched him more nearly than the injustice 
done to himself; and that if the province ha4 
been assigned to any other person, he would 
have been more willing to resign the command* 
Lxxxiii. Provoked, and even chagrined, by 
the injustice which he had suffered, he thought 
no more of carrying on the war. To officiate 
for another at his own risk appeared to him 
the extreme of folly. He judged it proper, 
however, to send ^ deputation to king BocchuSj 
to remonstrate with him on the impropriety of 
declaring himself, without just cause, an enemy 
to the Roman people ; and representing to hinft 
that he had it in his power to enter into a treaty 
pf friendship and alliance with the republic, 
which woiild be more advantageous than opetx 
hostility ; that whatever he might thinly of his 
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resouroef , yet . to prefer chance and casualty to 
a state of certainty was by no means advisable. 
To begin a war was perfectly easy, but to end 
it a matter of considerable difficulty ; since he 
who might have its commencement in his powjer, 
could not in the same manner command its 
termination* A weak, and even a dastardly 
jprince might begin a war, but peace depended 
on the will of the conqueror. His own interest, 
it was added, and the welfare of his kingdom^ 
ought to be always his primary considerations. 
He should also reflect, that if he made common 
cause with the Numidians, it must be upon 
very unequal terms ; since he was at the head 
of a flourishing monarchy, and the afiairs of 
Jugurtha were utterly ruined. 

To this remonstrance Bocchus replied in 
terms of moderation : Peace, he said, was what 
he had at heart; but Jugurtha's misfortune 
touched him nearly : and if that prince were 
included in the treaty, the terms would be set- 
tled without much difficulty. In answer to this 
message, the Roman general sent his deputies 
with proper instructions. Bocchus agreed on 
^me points, but returned a peremptory refusal 
to others. Frequent dispatches passed between 
them ; and thus the negotiation was tediously 
protracted, while hostilities in the mean time 
B B 2 
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ceased on both sides^ and Metellus, agreeaUj' 
to his wishes, had no occasion to renew the war* 

Lxxxiv. At Rome, in the mean time, Marios 
towered above his enemies. He had been, as 
already mentioned, raised to the consulship^ 
amidst the acclamations of the people, and soon 
after, by the same popular ardour, obtained the 
province of Numidia. He now exulted beyond 
all bounds of moderation. Before this event he 
had been the avowed enemy of the nobility, but 
now, more inflamed than ever, he insulted them 
with pride, and even ferocity. Sometimes it 
was his delight to afiront them individually, 
and sometimes he railed with fury against the 
whole order; boasting that the consulship, which 
he had extorted from them, was in his hands a 
trophy gained from the vanquished ; and per- 
sisting, upon all occasions, and without modesty 
or mercy, in extolling himself and depreciating 
them. 

Amidst all this animosity, however, the con- 
duct of the war was the chief object of his atten-< 
tion. He demanded recruits for the legions, 
and drew auxiliary troops from the states and 
kings in alliance with Rome. He collected oqt 
of Latium the bravest soldiers in the country, 
most of whom he had seen in actual service ; 
while others were only known to him by their 
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military reputation. His influence was so greats 
that numbers of the veterans^ who had obtain- 
ed their dismission from the service, were indu- 
ced to resume their arms^ and follow his stan- 
dard. 

The senate, though known to be in opposition 
to him, did not venture to counteract any of 
his measured ; on the contrary, the fathers, with 
an appearance of cordiality, passed a vote for 
recruits to reinforce the legions; and in this they 
were the more ready to comply, from a persua- 
sion that their decree would be ill received by the 
multitude ; whose unwillingness to serve, it was 
hoped, would disgust them with Marius, or at 
least embarrass him in his means of carrying on 
the war. In both these expectations, however, the 
fathers were disappointed. To fight under Ma- 
rius was the prevailing passion of the people; and 
all talked of returning to their homes crowned 
with laurels, and enriched with plunder; so 
great were the expectations which his fame in- 
spired. The eloquence of Marius not a little 
increased this ardour. Having obtained the con- 
sent of the senate to all his demands, his next 
object was the raising of new levies : and to this 
end he convened a general assembly of the 
people, where, to animate their minds with zeal 
for t^he war, and at the same time to indulge his 
B B 3 
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usual strain of invective against the nobility, 
he delivered a speech to the following eflfect : 

Lxxxv. " I know, my fellow-citizens, that 
most ambitious men assume a very different 
conduct, while they are candidates, from that 
which they afterwards exhibit, when in office. 
As suitors to you they are condescending, 
humble, and modest; as magistrates, lazy, 
proud, and insolent. The reverse, in my judg-* 
ment^ ought to be the rule of their conduct. 
In as far as the commonwealth itself is superior 
to all ranks of office, to the consulship, and the 
prsBtorian dignity, in a proportionate degrect 
should our care f3r the welfare of the common- 
wealth transcend our desire for objects of such 
secondary consideration. I am not now to learn 
the great, the important duties of the station 
to which you have called me. To make due 
preparations for the conduct of the war, and at 
the same lime to manage the treasury with 
economy ; to enlist in the service men, whom 
it is the interest of a genera^ not to offend ; to 
pay due attention to the administration in all its 
branches both at home and abroad ; and to per- 
form so great a task, in a turbulent scene of 
party, faction, and cabal; this, my fellow- 
citizens, is Ha undertaking attended with diffi- 
ralties almost insurmountable. The case of other 
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toen too is different from mine : if they are 
guilty of neglect, their descent from an illus^ 
trious family, the ejiploitsof then- ancestors, the 
wealth and grandeur of their friends and rela* 
tions, with a numerous train of clients, are 
sufficient to repel the charge. But how is it 
with me ? Depending on myself alone, virtue 
•and innocence must be my only shield : I have 
tio other resource. 

*^ I am conscious, O my friends, that at this 
juncture the eyes of all men are fixed upon ww. 
The good and upright are willing to lend me their 
support, because they know that the prosperity of 
the commonwealth is the aim of all my actions ; 
while the nobles, on the contrary, but wait for afi 
opportunity to ruin me. And this with me is 
an additional motive for exertion, that you may 
not be the dupes of those crafty politicians, and 
that their malice against me may prove pointless 
and unavailing^ 

^^ FVom my earliest youth to this day, my 
life has been an habitual ^course of industry. 
What I have hitherto done in your service, I 
l^ave done without the l»st remuneration : and 
tiie honourable reward which you have lately 
conferred on me is certainly not calculated to 
make me relax in my exertions^ 

MM 4 
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** To men who have only pretended to be 
virtuous, in order to gain the object of their 
ambition, moderation in power is a most 
difficult task ; but to me, w^ose days have all 
been devoted to the observance of every ex- 
emplary duty, custom has made the practice 
of temperance easy ; and virtue, from being my 
habit, has become at length my nature. 

^' It has been your pleasure to trust to me 
the conduct of the war against Jugurtha ; and 
that commission, so highly honourable, has given 
ofience to the nobility. I now therefore request 
of you, to consider in time whether it may not 
be expedient to revoke your order, and give the 
command in Africa, or elsewhere, to one of 
their rank, some proud patrician, who plumes 
himself on a long line of ancestors, and is sur- 
rounded by the pictures of his family, but never 
once saw a canipaign. Employ such a man, and 
what will be his situation ? Unacquainted with 
the military art, and alarmed on every occa^on, 
he will tremble, hesitate, hurry, and bewilder 
himself, and at last choose a man of plebeian rank 
to teach him his duty. Such, most commonly, 
is the practice, of your patrician officers : he to 
whom you give the command, requires a gene- 
ral of his own appointment over him. 
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^^ At has been my lot, O Romans ! to be ac- 
quainted with men, who, after they had risen to 
the dignity of consuls, began for the first time to 
learn adiievements of their ancestors, and the 
military system transmitted to us by the hislo* 
rians of Greece. Absurd inversion of the order of 
reason and nature ! for, though election precedes 
the exercise of office, yet the talent and the 
knowledge which are requisite to it must be pre* 
viously possessed and acquired. 

'' I acknowledge myself to be what they call 
a new man ; but compare me, if you will, with 
those proud patricians. What they have but 
heard or read of, I have either witnessed or per- 
formed. What they derive from books I have 
leamt in the field. It is for you then to decide 
whether words or deeds are most effectual. 

** These nobles affect to contemn my birth, 
while I ipost heartily despise their degeneracy. 
They dare to reproach me with want of fortune, 
while their own crimes are the fittest objects 
of reprobation. 

" For my part, I consider human nature as 

, always the same ; her gifts are equally dispersed ; 

. and he who stands distinguished by his virtue^ 

is, in my judgmetlt, the man of true nobility. 

Were it possible to ask the fathers of Albinus, or 

Bestia^ whether they would rather have me or 

4 
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those men for ttieir offepring, their answer no 
doubt would be, Give us the most worthy for our 
children. Let them^ if they will, despise me 
as a new man ; but, at the same time, let them 
extend that contempt to their own ancestors^ 
who raised themselves by their virtue, and, like 
-me, emerged from obscurity. They envy me 
the honours which you have conferred upcm me; 
let them also envy the toils which I have endured^ 
the life of integrity which I have passed, and the 
countless dangers which I have run ; since such 
are the means by which I attained these honours. 
But no — ^these corrupt and haughty men live as 
if they despised the favours which you have 
to bestow, and yet dare to solicit them as 
boldly as if their conduct deserved them. Mis- 
taken men! who think to attain at once two 
objects so incompatible in their nature — the 
pleasures of idleness and the rewards of virtue! 
" What is the substanceof their harangues be- 
fore you and in the senate ? The praise of their 
ancestors is the topic of all, and by their pane- 
gyric they imagine that themselves are ennobled ; 
but they are much mistaken : the brighter the^ 
glory of their forefathers, the more despicable 
their own degeneracy. And this must ever be the 
consequence : the glory acquired by an illustri- 
ous line of progenitors throws a light round their 
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posterity, which allows neither their vices nof 
their virtues to lie in obscurity. For myself, I 
boast of nothing by inheritance ; but I have bet- 
ter pretensions ; I can give the history of my 
own life. Yet mark the injustice of these 
men ! they arrogate to themselves the merit of 
others, while they refuse to me the fame ao-^ 
quired by myself; and why ? because, forsooth, 
I haveno images of my progenitors to display, 
and because my nobility begins with myself. 
But surely he is nobler, who builds reputation 
for himself, than he who receives it from otherS;^ 
and pollutes it by his own degeneracy. 

" I am aware, that, if they were now to reply 
to what I have advanced, neither art nor elor 
quence would be wanting to their cause. They 
have made the best use of both, ever since you 
honoured mewith your suffrages, and have shewn 
as much asperity against me, as they have exhi- 
bited disrespect towards you. I therefore resol- 
Ted upon this occasion to speak my mind, and 
even to provoke their resentment, lest silence on 
my part should be thought to proceed from fear 
or the reproaches of a guilty conscience. Sq 
confident I feel in my innocence, that I bid de- 
fiance to all they can say ; if they speak truth, 
their report must be in my favour ; if false^ my 
life and morals will refute them. 
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^^ It is your partiality to mc which causes^ 
their animosity. You have raised me to the high- 
est honours^ and have vested me with a most iro* 
portant command ; but I pray you, before it is 
too late, consider whether you may not repent 
such kindness* I have no images, no statues 
of my ancestors, to lay before you ; I cannot 
boast of triumphs and consulships in my family ; 
but I can, if necessary, display spears and bar-, 
ness^ standards, and other rewards of valour : I 
can shew scars and honourable wounds. These 
are my insignia, and this my nobility, not derived 
by inheritance, like theirs, but dearly earned by 
myself in the midst of toil and danger. 

*' My language, they may say, is rough and 
unpolished : I grant it ; but it gives me not a 
moment's concern : virtue shews herself simple 
and undisguised ; while the veil and varnish of 
eloquence is necessary to such turpitude as theirs. 
I am a stranger, they tell you, to the literature 
of Greece: true. I never could value those ac- 
complishments, which I see redound so little to 
the virtue of those who teach them^ My pur- 
suits have been very different : I have studied to 
be of use to my country. To attack the foe, to 
defend my post, to fear nothing but disgrace, to 
bear with equal vigour the heat of summer, and 
the inclemency of the winter ; to sleep on the 
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bare groand^ and support hutiger and fatigue at 
the same time : these have been my acquire* 
ments ; these the arts by which I hope to ani- 
mate your troops. To treat them harshly^ while 
I indulge myself in repose^ and claim the glofy 
which their labour has acquired^ is not^ you m2y 
be assured, the system of Marius. My authority 
shall be at once useful to the state, and such as 
becomes a Roman at the head of his fellow-citi- 
zens. He who treats his army with rigour, 
while he gives a loose to indulgence himself, de-* 
serves more the name of tyrant than of general. 
Such are the principles which prevailed in an- 
cient, times ; by these your forefathers ennobled 
themselves, and served the ct^mmonwealth. 
Our modem nobles look back in the race of 
glory ; conscious how much they differ from the 
worthies of antiquity, they despise us who endea- 
vour to emulate tho^e models, and receive the 
honours which you bestow, not as a recompense 
but a debt. , It is pride, gross pride, which leads 
them into these errors : their ancestors have left 
to them all they could bequeath ; their riches, 
their statues, and the glorious memory of their 
name ; but they left them not their virtue, for 
they could not ; that alone is a possession whicU 
•cannot be transmitted. 
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'* I Icnow that, in their estimations I am 8or^ 
did and uncultivated. I cannot furnish out an 
entertainment^ have no builbon in my irain^ 
nor give my cook more than the slave who 
ploughs my land. To these charges, my friends^ 
I readily plead guilty. I have learned from my 
£ither and from other venerable characters, that 
delicacies belong solely to women, while labour 
IS the province of man ; that glory, not wealth, 
should inspire the ambition of the virtuous, and 
that arms are a more honourable ornament than 
equipages. 

" Let the nobles, however, persist in their, 
favourite pursuits, and enjoy the pleasures which 
are dear to them ; let them love, let them drink^ 
and as they have wasted their youth, so let them 
pass their age, in convivial riot and debauchery, 
the slaves of appetite and of the most degrading 
propensities. To us, however, they should leave 
the dust and toils of the field; to us, who prefer 
fatigue and hardihood to banquets. But no— 
th^y will not even make this compromise. In- 
famous and dishonoured as they are by every 
possible vice, they yet dare to usurp those ho* 
nours which virtue alone should claim ; and thus, 
in violation of all laws of justice, the pernicious 
crimes of sloth and luxury present no obstacle 
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to the men who practise thekn, while they bring 
the ancient commonwealth to destruction, 

'^ I have thus^ my fellow-citizens, replied 
ib my enemies, as far as the vindication of my 
own character required, though by no means 
in proportion to the extent of their iniquities ; 
permit me now to make a few observations on 
the state of public affairs. 
, 'Mn the first place, be assured that the war 
in Numidia will succeed: you have cut off 
Jugurtha*s best resources, which were the igno- 
rance, the avarice, .and the pride of your com^ 
inanders; you have an army in Africa tho* 
roughly acquainted with the country, but hi<^ 
therto more distinguished by their bravery than 
their success. Numbers have fallen a sacrifice 
to the avarice and temerity of the officers : on 
you, therefore, who have attained the age for 
military service, I earnestly call to assist me in 
defence of the commonwealth ; stand forth 
with promptitude, nor let your spirits be dis- 
mayed by either the misfortune of those who 
have gone before you, or the misconduct of 
their commanding officers. I shall be always 
near you, on the march or in the battle, shar«^ 
ing every danger which I plan, and consulting 
for you as for myself: yes, and, with the will 
pf H^ven^ all shall succeed as we wish; 



Tictory^ ^ils^ and glory shall be ours; or, 
were it even possible to suppose that our success 
is either doubtful or distant, still, even in that 
case, it is the duty of every honest citizen to 
arm himself promptly in the defence of his 
country. Indolence has never been the road to 
immortality ; and the wish of every father for 
the children of his heart is, not that their 
existence may be lengthened to eternity, but 
that, while they live, they may live virtuously 
and honourably. I should proceed still further, 
O my fellow-citizens! if words could infuse 
spirit into cowards; but this were a hopeless 
task, and to the brave I have said enough/' 

Lxxxvi. When Marius saw that his harangue 
had animated the people, he immediately loaded 
the ships, that were waiting, with provisions, 
money, and dl other necessaries of war. The 
command of the fleet he gave to his lieutenant, 
Aulus Manlius, with orders to sail without 
loss of time, while he himself remained at Rome 
to complete his levies. Little attentive to the 
old established rule of selecting the men from 
certain ranks and classes, he enrolled, without 
distinction, all who offered themselves, and they 
were, for the most part, those who were 
numbered by the poll, and who, on account q£ 
their poverty, were excluded from military 
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lervice. This conduct was Hable to difF^ent 
constructions : hj some it was imputed to the 
difficulty of finding a sufficient number fit for 
employment : by others il was attributed to th^ 
ambition of the consul, who meant by these 
means to pay his court to the populace^ the 
authors of his reputation^ and of his subseqpent 
promotion ; and it is certain that men of this 
indigent description are the aptest instrumentsia 
the hands of the intriguing and the ambitious'*; 
since, having nothing to lose, they care not 
how much they risk, and whatever is profitabte 
#eems also to them honourable* 

Marius sailed for Africa with a greater force 
than he was entitled to by the decree of this 
senate i and after a short voyage landed atUtica« 
At that place the command of the army was 
resigned to him by Publius RutiliuS, for the 
lieutenant-general Metellus chose to avoid ati 
interview, unwilling to see what he had not 
patience even to hear. 

Lxxxvii« The new consul made it his first 
care to adjust the full complement of his 
legions, and auxiliary cohorts. Having settled 
that to his mind, he marched into a rich and 
fertile part of the country, and gave up the 
plunder of it entirely to the soldiers ; he attacked 
leveral towns and castles^ that were neither 
c c 
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Strang by nature^ nor vreW garriftoned; and 
^ve battle in some phots, while in others be 
ventured only on light skirmishes. In this 
prelude to thewar the ndv-raised recruits learned 
to be soldiers ; they entered boldly into action ; 
they saw that the runaways were either taken^ 
or put to the sword ; that yalour was ib» beat 
fiDteotion^ and that on the strmgth of their 
arms depended the liberties of dieir country, 
and the happiness of all that were dear to them. 
Bichea and glory became the leading objects of 
the war; and in a diort time the recruits 
were so equal to the veterans^ that there was 
no difibrence whatever m valour and discipline: 
tbetwoen them. 

The two kings, on the first intelligence oC 
the arrival of Marius, put themselves at the 
kead of their respective armies, and marched^ 
:by different routes into wild and inaccessible 
:parts of the country. Jugurtha was theadviser 
of this measure; his idea was, that in the 
pursuit the enemy would divide their forces, and 
give him an opportunity cf attacking them ia 
detached parties. Besides, he expected that the 
Roinans, like most other troops, when they 
saw no app^aimnce of danger, would expose 
^tiieniselves \xy a relaxation ^ discipline. 
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, Lxxx viii . Metellus, upon his aiti val at Rome^ 
was, contrary to his expectation^ received with 
the gtitetest demonstrations of joy. The fever 
of public prejudice had subsided^ and he found 
himself equally caressed by the senate and the 
people. Marius, in the mean time, proceeded 
with activity and diligence : he planned his own 
measures carefully ; and, at the same time, kept 
a strict ^ye upon those of the enemy ; attentive 
to every thing that might serve or embarrass 
either. He obt£(ined the quickest notice of the 
mbtiona of the two kings ; discovered all their 
designs, and cotmteracted all their operations. 
He tuilered neither his own army nor that 
of the enemy to be at rest, but kept the one as 
continuaUy active as the other was continually 
in alarm. As he pursued his march, be had 
frequent encounters with the Gastulians, who 
were led on by Jugurtha to attack and plunder 
our allies. He had often routed these predatory 
parties; and once, in the neighbourhood of 
Cirta, had obliged Jugurtha to throw down his 
arms, and save himself by flight. 

Marius however saw, that, whatever m^t 
be the glory of these enterprises, there was 
stiU nothing important or d^isiv^ aceomplished 
by them. He therefore re£lolved to lay meg^ 
(9 all those citie^ which he knew to be throng 
^ c c 2 
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by situation, or by garrison ; and which weit^ 
of course as advantageous to his enemy, as they 
were materially obstructive to him. By this 
plan he foresaw that Jugtirtha, if he looked 
lamely on, would be deprived of his strong 
holds, or, if he came to their rdief, wonid be' 
obliged to hazard a battle. 

Prom Bocchus he had no apprehension. 
That king had sent frequent deputations, signify- 
ing his earnest desire to be considered as a 
friend of the Roman people, with strong 
Assurances that no act oi* hostility wouM hm 
comtnitted on his part. Whether this was mere 
dissimulation, with intent to lull the Romans to 
sleep, and then to fall- upon th^m by surprise^ 
or whether it proceeded from the versatility df a 
tnan, one moment fond of war, and the next 
inclined to peace, lias not been very clearly 
ascertained. 

Lxxxix< The consul carried his des^ into 
immediate execution : he laid siege to th^strong 
towns and castles ; took .some by storm, and 
either by threats or by promises reduced others 
to ^submission. His operations at first were of 
no great moment ; his design was, by moderatd 
enterprises to draw on Jugurtha to the assistance 
of his subjects, by which means he should 
tvive him in his power^ Beings howemer^ in^ 
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formed that the Numidian king kept at tf 
distance^ and was occupied by other mea^ures^ 
Marius resolved, without loss of time, to un^ 
dertake an enteiprise of a iqore arduous de^ 
flcription. 

In the midst of a wild and desolate country 
0tOQd a great and opulent city, known by the 
name of Capsa, of which, acodrding to tradition, 
the Libyan . Hercules was the founder. The 
inhabitants, under the moderate government of 
Jugurtha, enjoyed various privileges and exemp- 
tions, by reason of which they were, thought to 
he reconciled, and, indeed, devoted to their 
king. The place was defended not only by 
^trcmg' fortifications, a numerous garrison, and 
a vast store of arms, but, in addition to those 
advantages, the diificulty. of the roads made it 
almost impregnable. If we except the fields 
adjoining to the town, the whole country round 
IS a wide extensive waste, parched and dry,^ 
without a drop of water, and teeming with 
serpents, >yhose ferocious nature, like that of 
all other animals, is sharpened by hunger, and, 
though of itself deadly and destructive, rendered 
more venomous when they have nothing to alli^ 
their thirst. 

Marius burned with impatience ta make 
himself mastw of this place. Such a .cQn(^uest^ 
c c ^ 
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lie i^dgpd, VMid fonroni the prdgrass of bis 
aniM^ and the gloty of siinnountiiig suoh 
difficulties Wis an additional motiTe. The iaiiie 
too which M«teUus had aoqfaiped by the fedue* 
tion of Thala, was sufficient to inspire him widi 
4 spirit of emulation. The dty of Thala, in 
point of strength and situation, was simitar td 
that wkieh Marius bad in TieWj, with iMft 
diflbrenoe^ that near the walk of the fbroier 
Ihere were several springs, whereas the latter 
hfKl only one rivulet, and that within the pre- 
eincts of the town. For the rest, t^ rain- 
water was their only supply* The people hero, 
like the other inhabitants of thMo pa^ of 
Africa, whidi are unoultifvated and remote from 
the sea, are the better abte to endure this 
wretched dearth of water, aa they aobmt 
altogether or milk and the^h of wild animaUs 
and n^ver make use of salt or any other pro^^ 
'Urocattve; food being with them onfy HbemeaM 
of allaying appetite, and by no means eonndisred 
as an indulgenoe or a luxury. 

jcc. Resolved to prosecute his enterprise, the 
consul made every necessary preparatiori, but it 
appears to me that his diief reKanoe asu^t have 
been upon Providence^ as the difficalliea whioh 
he had to encounter wer^ more than human 
nradeiice oould surmount. A iufficieot stod^ 
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pf com wdff not to be procured ^ the scarcity of 
that aecessBiy article was to be expected in c^ 
country where ^riculture is neglected^ and tfa^ 
|)€C^e lay down their lands in pasturage. Add 
to this^ the crop^ such as it was, had been by 
the king*s order conveyed to fortified places^ 
The ground^ at the same time, was quite 
parched ; and, as is usual towards the close of 
the sumiB^, bare of grain asid forage. The . 
general, however, made the most of his slender 
stOFC^ and arranged all matters with consummate 
prudence. He consigned the cattle, which had 
{leen seized a few days before^ to the care of 
the auxiliary cavalry, and dispatched his lieu^ 
tenant, Anlus Manlins, at the head of the light 
cohorts, to the city of Laria, where he had 
lo%ed his miga^nea and militaiy chest* In 
httf instructions to thfkt officer he signified a 
design to scow the country in quest of plunder, 
and in a few days to join him at 1Liari9« Having 
hy tl^s artiliee oloabed his intended ento'prise, 
he bent his course to the river Tat^a. 

xci* He took .care, as he proceeded on his 
«[iaroh, to distribute daily a just proportion qf 
entile to the several companies of foot and the 
|#9op8 of horse, givibg diftetio99> at the same 
time^ that the hides of the 9lau|^ht«^ beasts 
altottld be qdnverted into leathern: hottljes.. By 
c c 4 
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this judicious management he was able, without 
discovering his secret, to alleviate the scarcity 
of com, and to have in readiness a stock of 
tatensils for future use. Accordingly, after a 
march of six days, when he arrived on the 
banks of the river, he found that, according 
to his orders, a great number of leathern vessels 
had been prepared. 

Marius thought proper to halt at this place. 
He pitched -his camp, and having raised slight 
entrenchments, he ordered his soldiers to take 
due refreshment and hold themselves in readiness 
to march at sunset. Unincumbered with their 
baggage, and bearing no other burden than a 
supply of water, with which he ordered them 
and their cattle to be loaded, at the appointed 
hour he began his march, and continued it 
tluring the whole night. In the morning they 
again pitched their camp, and on the following 
night observed the same conduct. On the third 
morning he arrived, before daylight, at a place 
uneven and rugged with hillocks, not more than 
two miles distant from Capsa. On this spot the 
consul, concealing his army with the utmost 
care, remained in ambush during the remainder 
of the night $ and at the dawn of day, the 
Numidians, having no idea of an enemy at 
iiandj issued forth in grea( numbers from the 
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city : in that instant Marius ordered all his 
cavalry, with the most expeditious of his light- 
armed infantry, to rush forward to the town of 
Capsa, and make themselves masters of the 
gates. He himself advanced without delay^ 
restraining his men from plunder by the stricteA 
orders. The inhabitants* were thrown into the 
utmost consternation : the suddenness of the 
attack, the danger, the confusion, and the 
anxiety which they felt for th^ir fellow-citizens 
who had issued forth, and were already in the 
power of the enemy — all these considerations 
rushed upon th6ir minds, and obliged them at 
t>noe to surrender themselves. 

Capsa was immediately set on fire ; all who 
were capable of bearing arms were put to the 
aword ; the rest were sold to slavery, and the 
pillage was abandoned to the soldiers. This, it 
must be acknowledged, was contrary to the 
laws of war ; but must not be ascribed to the 
avarice or cruelty of the general. TTie measure 
was adopted because the city of Capsa was of 
the highest importance to Jugurtha ; was every 
way advantageous to the enemy, and tnoslt 
difficult of access to the Romans : besides, the 
people were a perfidious race^ whom neither 
benefits nor threats could restrain. 



xeii. Marios, who before this brilliant suooess^ 
ivfaich he obtained witliout the fihgbteet ki66> 
had bet n mitod sufficieBtly high is fO|iutetioii| 
was iK>w more lugb and iUuatrioua than ever. 
]Sven such of his meaaUFe^ as were TMther nsh 
and Sl-coQcerted^ were eonsidered as marks of 
superior genius. The soldiers, pleased ¥nih the 
imld exertions of his authority, and growwg 
ndi under his command) were loud in his 
prusc ; the Numidiiins revered him as something 
more than mortal ; and, in a word, the pre* 
vailing notion among our aHiea, and even our 
enemies, was, that he was possessed of faoultiea 
above human nature, or that a particular pro^ 
videiice directed aU his actions. Flushed with 
the auocess of this enterprise, he resolved to 
foHow his Ueiw, asid marched agpinst ether 
]^laces ; some of which aubmktod after a vam 
resistanee, while otheri were deserted by the 
inhabitants whom the fate of Capsa terrified t 
these he gave to the ikmes, and spread terror 
and destniction wherever he went. At lengthy 
having made a member oi conquealsy most of 
which were Uoodiess and wkhout detriment to 
his army, he coneeived a project, which, though 
not so important as thatof Ci^sa^ wasatten^bd^ 
however, with no ht» di^fieuky^ 
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At 8 small distance fvotn the river Mulucha^ 
which femied a boundary between ti^ tenritoriea 
of Bocchaa and Jugurtba^ there was an ex- 
tensive plain^ iq the middle of which stood 4 
inonntaiiiOnd rOck> of a pirodigiQW height, broad 
at top, wkh a 6mall castle erected upon it ; on 
mde Bide only there was a difficult and narrow 
aacent ; in every other part it was as steep and 
rn^g^ M the labour of man could ha^ made iU 
Marina lunew that this fortress waa the depositni^ 
af Jugurtha> treasure^ and therefore applied 
himself streiMoasly to the reduction of it. The 
tBterprtse aucoeeded, but more by a lucky 
tnoident^ than the operations of the genecal^ 
The place was w^U garrisoned^ and sufficiently 
provided with arms and necessaries of .every 
iudd : a sfyring within their walls supplied tiieoi 
wiCb water : meundfl^ and moving towers,, and 
0tber maohiliatioiis of a aiege, could not be 
advanced agpiast the caatt^ with any advautiye : 
4t»a load to the top was^ as already memtioned^ 
dose and narrow, between two steep precipices : 
the covered gaUeriea oouid not he brought 
iiprwatid without extreme danger^ a$. aooa aa 
tiiey api»Poached the works,, they were either 
jtaushed by a weight of stones,, oi; destroyed))/ 
#re,. Before a plaioet so inaooajwble, th^ Bomans 
could neither stand to their work, nor shew 
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themselves in the moving galleries. The bravest 
soldier? were either slain^ or disabled by their 
wounds^ and the rest were struck with a general 
|>anic, 

xciii. Marius saw with considerable anxiety 
(hat his time and his labour were wasted in* 
effectually, and began to deliberate whether he 
aho^ild raise the siege, or wait for the interference 
of that fortune which had so often secc»)ded his 
endeavours. In this state of doubt and anxiety 
he had passed several days^and nights, when the 
following incident occurred, A Ligurian, who 
served as a common soldier in the auxiliary 
cohorts, happening to go forth from the camp 
m the search of water, went to the side of the 
castle opposite to that where the siege was 
carried on, and there took notice of a number 
of snails crawling among the rocks : he picked 
tip one, then another, and, still wiping to 
gather more, mounted by degrees, till he almost 
reached the summit of the rock, where a scens 
of profound solitude presenting itself, he was 
led by that love of discovery so natural to the 
human mind, to explore farther and indulge his 
curiosity. He soon perceived a large oak that 
had forced its way through many stones, and 
at first inclining downwards near the root, 800i\ 
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6oht up, according to the nature 9f all trees^ 
and grew to an immoderate height. 

The Ligurian climbed up the tree^ laying 
hold of the branches^ and, at times, planting 
his foot on the jutting points of the rock. la 
this manner he gained the summit, and in that 
situation was able to take a view of the castle 
without being discovered by the Numidians^ 
whose attention was drawn off to the quar« 
ter where the besiegers advanced their works. 
Having gained a knowledge of every thing 
.conducive to his purpose^ he descended by the 
same path, but with more curiosity than at 
first, examining and exploring every thing around 
him. r ' 

His adventure being thus performed, he 
hastened to give an account of it to Marius. 
He urged the general to avail himself of the 
secret patli which he had discovered, and assault 
the castle, offering to be the guide, and the- 
foremost in the post of danger. Marius thought 
fit to send some of his attendants in company 
with the ligurian to reconnoitre the place : their 
reports were various according to the genius of 
the men^ some representing it as a proper 
measure, others as a scheme altogether im* 
practicable. The consul, however, was not 
4isc6uraged : on the contrary^ he /esolyed to 
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try the experiment on the very next day ; and 
for this purpose iselected five of the most alert 
tnnnpeters in his army^ with fonr centurions at 
tlie head of their companied, and gav^ them 
orders to marth nnder the conduct of the 
Ligurian. 

xciv. At the hour appointed all being in 
readtnesi, this bold adventurer proceeded to the 
place. The centurions, by the advice of their 
leajder, laid aside their usual dress and armoup, 
and marched with their heads and thdr feet 
uno6vered, in ofder that nothing might obstruct 
their sight, and that their ascent among the 
rocks might be easy and unincumbered ; they 
slung their swords and bucklers on their shoulders, 
^e last were in' the Numidian fashion, made 
of leather, more light and portable, and, if they 
struck against the rocks, no sound could follow. 
The Ligurian led the way. He tied cords round 
the pointed pronninences of the rocks, and also 
round the old roots and branches of trees, that 
appeared in some places between the stones,. 
By this contrivance the soldiers raised themselves 
with gieater case. He lent a hand to those 
whom he saw disheartened by thd difficulties 
which they had to struggle with ; and wheti 
they came to a spot where the ascent appeared 
almost impracticable, he directed fhe men, free 
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from all incumbrance, to climb up before him, 
and then followed them, loaded with their arms. 
Where the difficulty seemed insurmountable^ 
he there particularly exerted himself, and by 
99oending and descending frequently, animated 
the men to follow his example. ^At lengthy 
having with infinite toil and labour conquered 
all these obstacles, they reached the summit of 
the rocky and found the castle upon that side ^ 
naked and defenceless ; the Numidians, on this 
as oh the preceding days, being all drawn off 
to attend in the opposite quarter to the opera- 
tions of the siege. 

The Numidians, during all this time, were 
ellowed neither pause or respite. Marius, being 
informed of wl>at was achieved by the Ltgurian, 
pushed the assault with redoubled vigour $ and, . 
after exhorting his men, shewed himself on the 
outside of hi& covered gallery, and ordered the 
soldiers to form a military shell and advance 
against the works, while the battering engines, 
the archers, and slingers, from their distant 
station, kept the enemy in constant alarm. The 
Numidians had often crushed to pieces, or de« 
strayed by fire, the works and machines of the 
Romans; and now elated by success, they 
scorned to remain within their battlements, but 
iuti tbe hardihood to appear on theoutsidei and 
3 
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there parsed whole days and nightSi abusing thd^ 
Romans in the most outrageous manner ; railingp 
against Marius as no better than a madman ; and 
endeavouring to intimidate our men by threaten- 
ing that they all should be reduced to slavery 
tmder Jugurtha. Such was the insolence of 
these people, intoxicated with success. 

The conflict was continued €Xi both sides with 
unremitting fury* The besiegers fought for 
dominion and glory ; and the Numidianafor the 
preservation of themselves, and all that was dear 
to them. In the heat of the action a sudden 
clangor of trumpets was heard. An uproar so 
unexpected in the rear of the combatants spread 
a terrible alarm. The women and children wha 
had issued out, to be spectators of the conflict^, 
betook themselves to flight ; they were followed 
by such as were near the walls ; and, at last, the 
whole body, armed and unarmed, fled in one 
general panic: The Romans^ encouraged by 
this retreat, advanced -with increasing ardour^ 
and bore down all before them ; some of those 
who opposed them they merely wounded, and 
without stopping to kill them, urged on with 
rapid fury, trampling the slaughtered bodies 
under their feet ; and emulous only for the glory 
of victory, pressed forward to gain possessicm of 
Uip worksj without pausing a moment to thiok 
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of plunder. Thus did success almost justify 
the temerit}^ of Marius, and confer on him 
glory, where he might have expected censure. 

xcv. While this enterprise was depending^ 
Lucius Sylla, who filled the office of quaestor^ 
arrived in the camp with a large body of cavalry* 
He had been left at Rome by Marius, with 
directions to raise recruits in Latium, and the 
territories of our allies. And now, since I am 
led by the chain of facts, to mention this very 
extraordinary person, it may not be improper, 
in this place, to give a sketch of the character 
and genius of the man ; especially as I shall 
not hereafter have an opportunity of speaking 
of him more at large ; and since Lucius Sisenna, 
his best and ablest historian, has not in my 
judgment acquitted himself with sufficient 
freedom. 

Sylla was the descendant of an old patrician 
line, whose lustre had been nearly extinguished 
by the misconduct of his ancestors. He was an 
accomplished scholar, and completely versed in 
Greek and Roman literature ; his mind wasgre^t 
and elev£^ted; and, though fond of pleasure, he 
was still fonder of glory. The leisure hours of 
his life were all given to luxury; but, when 
business called, his pleasures never retarded him, 
except in the affair relating to hi^ wife, when 

.B B 
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his conduct certainly might have been more 
honourable. Artful^ eloquent^ and easily ac- 
cessible to his friends ; he was a profound master 
of dissimulation, and could disguise his deepest 
sdiemes with incredible art ; his generosity knew 
no bounds ; and lavish of every thing, he was 
particularly so of his money. It may be said of 
him, that, before he gained a victory over his 
country in the civil wars, he might be esteemed, 
the happiest of men ; and the prosperity which 
he enjoyed was always so proportionate to his 
merits, that some have doubted which was the 
greater, his good fortune or his merits. With 
respect to his actions after the civil war, I know 
not whether we should feel more of grief or of 
indignation in mentioning them. 

xcvi. Sylla, on his arrival in Africa, when he 
joined Mart us with his new-raised cavalry, had 
no experience in the art of war ; but such were 
his talents, that a short time made him a most 
distinguished officer. Familiar with the soldiers, 
afid easy of access, he complied with the requests^ 
of such as applied to hitn^ and with others did 
not wait to be solicited ; unwilling to lie under 
obligations of any kind, and, if incurred, more 
eager to discharge them than a real debt, he 
expected no return for favour granted by himself, 
but by conferring benefits made it his study to 
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Enlarge the drde of his friends. . Afikble amoii^ 
the lowest ranks of the army, he was by turns 
jocose or serious^ according to the occasion. 
He loved to mix with the common men, and 
was often present at their works^ on their 
marches, and their midnight guard. Superior 
to the little arts of low ambition, he scorned to 
undermine the character of the consul^ or any 
man of real merit ; and was only anxious that 
none^ should surpass himself either in valour or 
in prudence, in the cabinet or in the field. 
The consequence of tbii; honourable conduct 
was, that he became the favourite of Marius^ 
and the idol of the army. 

•xcvii. Jugurtha, during this time having 
lost the city of Capsa, and other strong holds 
of great importance, together with the treasure 
which he had amassed, turned his thoughts to 
Bocchus, and by frequent messages pressed him 
to march his army with all expedition into Nu- 
midia, as^ there was now, he said, a fair op* 
portunity to give battle to the Romans. Find- 
ing, however, that the Mauritanian prince ra- 
ther fluctuated between peace and war, he had 
recourse a second time to the favourites at the 
court of Bocchus; iand by bribery engaged 
them once more in his interest. To the king 
their master he offered the third part of Nu- 
D 9 2 
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midia^ provided that the Romans were expelled 
out of Africa ; or that, by a treaty of peace, 
he retained the entire possession of his domi- 
nions. Tempted by these proposals, Bocchus, 
at the head of a numerous force, advanced to 
meet Jugurtha ; and the two armies formed a 
junction just as Marius was preparing to march' 
into winternquarters ; and as it was then near 
the close of day, the Numidian prince, thought 
this a ^vouiable moment for attack : because, 
if he met with sl defeat, the night would be his 
protection ; and, if he gained a victory, it could 
prove no impediment to his men, as they 
knew all the turns and. windings of the country; 
and, on the other hand, darkness would in 
either case throw the Romans into confusion. 

xcviii. It was reported to Marius from va- 
rious quarters that the enemy were approaching; 
presently the enemy themselves appeared, and 
lost not a moment in making an attack, before 
the Romans could form their lines or secure 
their baggage, and before the signal, in any 
order, could be given to the troops. The ca- 
valry of the Moors and Gaetulians rushed on 
with impetuosity, not drawn up in order of 
battle, or any regular military arrangement, but- 
in tumultuous bodies, as they happened to be 
combined by chance. The Romans, thus takea 
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by surprise, were thrown into the greatest con- 
tusion, but still resolved to act like men whb 
were mindful of thdr glory : some snatched itp 
their arms, and defended their comrades whb 
were looking for theirs; while numbers mounted 
their horses and advanced to the attack. The 
conflict was violent, and presetited no appear- 
ance of a military engagement, but looked 
rather like a quarrel among gangs of. robbers. 
No standards to follow, no ranks in regular 
array, the cavalry and infantry on both sides 
met, as chance directed, in wild encounter. 
Some were mangled, others massacred, and 
numbers, while assaulting all before them, were 
felled to the ground by enemies behind their 
backs. Neither their valour nor their arms 
were sufficient to protect the Roman soldiers, 
outnumbered as they were, and on every side 
surrounded by the enemy. At length the vete- 
rans, and with them the new levies, who had 
acquired great military skill, meeting in bodies, 
as chance or the nature of the ground di- 
rected, ranged themselves in circular order^ and 
presenting a front on every side, were enabled 
to check the progress of the enemy. 

During all this distress, Marius remained firm 
and undaunted, nor lost fdf a moment his ac- 
customed fortitude, but at the head of his own 
D D 3 
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troop^ which was composed of men selected for 
their valour^ he was present every where^ and 
&oed every danger. Where he saw the men 
giving ground^ he flew to their assistance, and 
penetrating through the thickest squadrons of the 
enemyi did all that the confusion of the moment 
would admit of, and made himself felt as a 
aoldier, since he could not be heard as a gene* 
ral. By this time the day was closed, but the 
ardour of the barbarians did not subside ; on 
the contrary, by order of their king, who ex- 
pected every advantage from the darkness of 
the night, they persisted in the conflict with 
more fury than ever. Upon which Marias, 
considering all circumstances, adopted the plan 
which his situation suggested, and, in order to 
ficcure a safe retreat for his men, took pos- 
session of two hills that stood in the neigh- 
bourh(X)d of each otha* : one of them was not 
large enough to afford room for a camp ; but it 
had the advantage of a copious spring of water. 
The other was a convenient situation, and from 
its height and steepness was diflicult of access, 
and required few additional entrenchments. He 
ordered Sylla, at the head of the cavaliy, to 
take post on the eminence that afibrded water ; 
and having collected bis forces, while the bar* 
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banana were in great confusion^ made his retreat 
to the other hilL 

The kings^ perceiving the difficulties which 

they had to encounter, desisted from the oom^ 

hat, but resolved not to draw off their forces* 

They invested both hills with a prodigious mul* 

titude^ tod pitched their tents on the adjoining 

plain. Fires were immediately kindled all 

around ; and the barbarians, according to cusk 

torn, passed the night in joy and revelry. The 

air resounded with songs and exultation. The 

monarchs themselves were elate with joy ; and 

because they had not fled, felt all the pride of 

conquerors. The Romans, under cover of the 

night, surveyed the whole scene from their 

eminence, and were not a little encouraged by 

this disorder and infatuation which they wit* 

nessed, 

xcix. Marius particularly derived confidence 
from the folly of the enemy. He commanded 
his men to observe the strictest silence ; and the 
guard was changed, contrary to custom, without 
the sound of trumpets. At the dawn of day^ 
the barbarians having sunk to sle^, exhausted 
by the fatigues c^ their nocturnal riot, he or- 
dered the infantry^ the troops of horse, and 
the legions, to sound all their instruments in 
one general clangor, while at the same moment 
n n 4 
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the soldiers sallied out^ arid, raising a general 
shout, rushed on to the attack. 

The Moors and Gaetulians started up, alanned 
by an uproar so horrible and unexpected. In 
their confusion they could neither fight nor 
fly, and were incapable of doing or resolving 
upon any thing. Stunned by the horrid tumult, 
by the shouts, the clamour, and the furious onset 
of the Romans, and finding no assistance what- 
ever from their comrades, they were sdzed with 
a kind of idiot stupor, and were at length routed 
or massacred on the spot. Their arms and 
standards were taken. The number slain upod 
this occasion exceeded all that fell in former 
engagements, as, surprised, and scarcely awake^ 
they could not tliiiik of saving themselves by 
flight. 

c. Marius^ as he had before determined^ 
marched his army into winter-quarters. For 
that purpose he chose the maritime town8,where 
fee was sure of being supplied with provisions. 
Far from being flushed with the pride of victor}% 
he was still upon his guard, and continued to 
preserve the same cautious conduct, as if the 
enemy was always in view. He divided his army 
into a kind of a square. Sylla, at the head of 
the cavalry, cominanded the column oii the 
right ; Aulus. Manlius^ on the lefl^ led on the 
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slingers and archers, with the Ligurian cohorts. 
In the front and rear he placed the light-armed 
infantry, under the conduct of the military tri- 
bunes. The deserters^ whose lives were of 
little consequence, and who best knew the coui-se 
of the country, he employed as scouts to watch 
the motions of the enemy. 

For himself, in the mean time, he was as 
active and vigilant as if he had made no arrange- 
ments whatever. Visiting every quarter, he 
extolled or reprimanded the men, according as 
their merits or- faults required it. As he made 
it a rule to be at all times armed, and prepared 
'for action, he kept his men under the same 
regular discipline. In fortifying the camp, his 
circumspection was as great as if he was still on 
a march. The cohorts of tlie legions mounted 
guard at the gates ; the outside posts were as- 
signed to the auxiliary cavalry, and on the lined 
and ramparts he took care to station a sufficient 
force. He went the rounds in person, not so 
mu(ih from a suspicion that his orders might 
be neglected, as' for the purpose of inducing 
the men to undergo with cheerfulness the fa- 
tigue in which thjey saw their general take an 
equal share. This policy of Marius was not 
confined to the present juncture ; he pursued 
the same conduct to the end of the war ; and 
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toch ^as the impression on the minds of the 
soldiers^ that they preserved good order more 
from a sense of honour^ than the fear of pimish* 
tnent« For this conduct different reasons were 
assigned: some imputed it to ambition, and 
the love of popularity ; others were of opinion^ 
that it sprung from the laborious life to which 
he was accustom€)d almost from his infancy, and 
in which incessant practice had so confirmed 
him, that what others thought hardship beyond 
enduring, was to him become a pleasuraUe habit. 
In justice to the general it must be said, that bjT 
the lenity of his administration he rendered 
essential service to the state, perhaps with morte 
reputation and real dignity than he could have 
done by more rigorous measures. 

CI. The army proceeded on their march, and 
on the fourth day, being arrived in the neigh- 
bourhood of the city Cirta, they were alarmed 
by the scouts, who shewed themselves in<)uick 
succession on every side. This was undoubted 
notice of the approach of the enemy ; and the 
messengers arrived from various quarters^ all 
bearing th^ same intelligence. Marius was at 
first in doubt how to draw up his men; but 
soon resolving not to alter the arrangement 
which he had made, gave orders to halt, and 
waited to receive the enemy. By this measure 
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Ju^urtha saw his schemes defeated, as he had 
ranged his troops in four divisions, imagining 
that in some quarter they would beable to attack 
the Romans in the rear. 

The heat of the action fell to the lot of Sylh: 
that oiHcer, after an animating speech to his 
men, advanced in close array at the head of 
some troops of horse, and made a fierce attack, 
on the Moors. The rest of the cavalry re- 
mained firm in their station, eluding the darts 
and missive weapons of the enemy, and occa* 
sionally doing execution ob those who dared to 
approach. 

While our cavalry was thus engaged, Bocchus, 
with a body of infimtry^ whom his son Volux 
had brought to his assistance, entered into the 
action. This reinforcement was quite fresh, 
and not having marched with expedition, had 
not shared in the former action. The king of 
Mauritania placed liimself at the head of these 
men, and fell upon the Romans in the rear* 
Marius, at this point of time, was busy in the 
front of the lines, as Jugurtha had appeared with 
a numerous force in that quarter. But the Nu- 
midian prince, as soon as he heard that Bocchus 
was engaged, turned ofiT privately with a few of 
his attendants, and joined the Mauritanian in<- 
&ntry ; where he exclaimed in a loud tone of 
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voice, and in the Latin language (which he had 
learnt at Numantia), that the efforts of the Ro- 
mans were all in vain, for that Marius was Ho 
more ; and that he himself had given the mortal 
blow. As a proof of what he said, he bran- 
dished a sword tinged with the blood of a foot- 
soldier, whom he had slain with his own band. 
Our troops, though they did not believe the 
story, were struck with horror at the very idea 
of such a calamity ; while the barbarians, en- 
couraged by the tale^ fell with redoubled ardour 
upon the Romans, who, astonished and aghast^ 
were just upon the point of giving way, when 
Sylla, having routed the troops to whom he had 
been opposed, came up at this critical juncture, 
and attacked the Moors in flank. Bocchus 
was instantly put to flight ; but Jugurtha, an- 
xious to retain the victory, which already ap- 
peared to be completely in his hands, still per- 
sisted in encouraging and supporting his sol- 
diers, till, surrounded by our cavalry on the 
right and left, and seeing his men all slaugh- 
tered about him, he cut his way alone, and 
escaped with difficulty amidst a voUey of darts> 
In the mean time, Marius, having defi^ited the 
cavalry of the enemy, came up to the assistance 
of his troops, who had been, as be thought^ 
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fepulsed ; the contrary, however, was the case, 
and the enemy fled on all sides. 
. The field of battle was now a scene of horror 
and blood. The enemy flying, and pursued in 
all directions, were some of them killed, and 
some taken prisoners. Men and horses lay 
iitretched in one common massacre ; and those 
who were wounded, and unable to fly, after a 
few faint struggles to raise themselves from the 
ground, fell back again and waited painfully for 
death. The whole field, as far as the eye could 
reach, was strewed with javelins and mangled 
carcases, and the ground, where it could be 
seen, was crimson with blood. 
• cii. The consul, now beyond all question vic- 
torious, repaired, as he had originally intended, 
to the city of Cirta ; at which place also, about 
five days after the last defeat of the barbarians, 
ambassadors arrived from Bocchus, who re- 
quested that Marius would send to the king two 
persons on whom he could rely with confidence, 
to* consult upon matters relative to the interests 
BOt only of Bocchus but of the Roman people. 
The consul accordingly appointed L. Sylla and 
A. Manlius, who, although they went in con-, 
sequence of the king's request, thought it politic 
to open the business themselves, for the pur- 
jx>se of conciliating Bpochu^^ if they saw that 
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he was hostilely inclined ; or of encouraging 
and oonfirming him in his sentiments^ if they 
they sh6uld appear to be friendly and pacific. 
With this intention Manilas^ though senior to 
Sylla^ gave him the precedence on account of 
his superior eloquenoe ; and the following were 
the terms in which he addressed himself to 
Bocchus: 

'^ It is with much pleasure^ king Bocchus, 
that we see so excellent a prince inclined^ by 
the inspiration of heaven, to prefer peace to 
war: we are happy to find, that the virtues 
which you possess are no longer polluted by 
connexion with such a wretch as Jugurtha; and 
that we are thus relieved from the bitter neces- 
sity of including your error in the same punish- 
ment with his guilt. It has always been the 
policy of the Roman people, even in the poor be- 
ginnings of their empire, to prefer fiiends to 
slaves, and to think there was more hcHiourable 
safety in the obedience that flowed fit)m indinai- 
tion, than in that which was extorted by coer- 
cion. To you our friendship is particularly ad* 
vantageous ; the distance between us precludes 
all dread of encroachment, and yet our amity 
towards you is as strong as if we were imme- 
diately in your neighbourhood. It is likewise 
to be considered, that the people attached to u» 
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are numerous ; and that neither we, nor any 
one else, can ever have too many friends. Would 
to heaven that you had thought so from the 
beginning! and by this time you would have 
received more benefits from the Romans, far 
more than you now have suffered injury and 
insult. But since fortune, who governs all hu- 
man affairs, has willed that you should feel our 
strength, as well as our kindness, avail your- 
self, without delay, of the opportunity which 
she now offers, and persevere in the friendly 
resolutions which you have adopted. It is in 
your power, by means which are many and 
practicable, to sink the memory of your fault 
in offices of good-will and alliance : we beg you 
to consider as an important truth, that the Ro- 
juan people never allow themselves to be out* 
done in benefits ; what they can do in war, you 
already know by experience." 

Bocchus replied to this speech of Sylla in 
terms of gentleness and moderation, alleging, 
at the same time, in extenuation of his error, 
that he had taken up arms by no means from 
a spirit of animosity, but merely with a view 
towards the defence of his own kingdom ; as 
that part of Numidia, from which he had ex- 
pelled Jugurtha, and which had become his own 
by right of conquest, was attacked and ravaged 
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by Marius in a manner which he could not pa- 
tiently submit to ; besides, he reminded them^ 
that, when he sent ambassadors to Rome, his 
overtures of friendship were peremptorily re- 
pulsed. He was, however, willing to forget all 
causes of discontent, and, if Marius had no 
objection, he was ready to send a second depu- 
tation to the Roman senate. His c^r was 
accepted : but the mind of the barbarian soon 
veered about : he abandoned the resolution he 
had taken by the advice of his favourite cour- 
tiers ; a set of men whom Jugurtha, alarmed 
by the negotiation with Sylla and ManJius, had 
by bribes and lavish presents allured to his 
interest. 

cm. Marius, in the mean time, disposed his 
army in winter-quarters. There was in the 
neighbourhood a royal tower, garrisoned, by 
Jugurtha's order, by the deserters from the 
Roman army. The consul resolved to lay siege 
to the {^lace, and with that design marched 
through a dreary waste at the head of a detach- 
ment of light infantry and some troops of horse. 
While the siege was going on, Bocdius, moved 
by some happy impulse, changed his mind a 
second time. The disasters he had experienced 
in two defeats made an impression on his spirits ;^ 
or it might be, that he was over-ruled by;,§uch 
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of his codrt as had not sold themselves to Ju- 
gurtha. Returning to his former pacific disr 
position, he selected^ from his intimate and 
confidential friends^ five men of eminence for 
their firm integrity and superior abilities. These 
he sent to Marius, and, if that general gave 
his consent, directied them to proceed to Rome^ 
with full powers to negotiate on his part, and on 
any terms to conclude a treaty of peace. 

The deputies lost no time, but travelled with 
all possible expedition towards the winter-qtiar^ 
.ters of the Romans. On their way they fell in 
with a band of Gsetulian plvnderers, and by 
those ruffians were robbed of all they had. After 
this misfortune they proceeded on their way witK 
fear and trembling, and in a wretched plight 
gained access to Sylla, whom Marius, when he 
set out on his expedition, 4eft commander in 
chief, with the character of propraetor. Sylla 
might have treated the deputies like so many 
wandering nmag^tes, according to their appear* 
ance; but, on the contrary, he gave them a 
gracious reception. This behaviour made such 
an impression on the minds of thd* Barbarians, 
thai they no longer believed the reports they 
had heard of Roman avarice ; and Sylla*s benevo- 
lence was to them a clear proof that he was 
disposed to be their friend. The truth is^ that^ 

B R 
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even in tbose days^ numbers were 6o simple u 
not to suspect that presents were given with 
ipsidious views. Generosity was thought to 
proceed frpm the virtues of the hearty and was. 
received with grajtitude. 

The deputies^ io full confidence, opened thar 
eommission to Sylla : they stated to him the 
orders they had received from Bocchos, and 
requested, his protection and advice. They held 
(orth in praise of Bocchus ; they extolled him 
for his principles of honour ; they talked in a 
^lfl^lifipellt style of his prodigious. riches; and 
omitted nothingji that they thought conducive 
to their purpose, or likely to gain the good-will 
of the propraetor. They were treated by hin)i 
with all marks of condescension. He gave them 
his advice how to conduct themselves with 
Marius^ and afterwards before the Roman senate. 
It hapi^ened, however^ that, with all these in* 
structions, they loitered in the same place not 
less than forty days. 

CIV. Marius having met with no success in. 
his--cuterprise, returned to Cirta : being there 
informed of the arrival of the ambassadors from 
Bocchus, he summoned them to a meeting, at 
which Sylla, Lucius Bellienus, the praetor at 
ytica, and all of Sfsnatorian rank round the^ 
C9untry, were ordered to attend. In that 
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a8fistnbly he heard what was offered on the part 
of Bocchus. He found that the Mauritaniak 
king had commissioned his deputies to proceed 
Co Rome, and to desire an armistice till thei^ 
return. To these overtures Sylla, and thie 
majority of the council, acceded ; the few wh4 
difl^red in opinion, were men of little or^no 
experience, who did not consider the fluctuatiofl 
of all humsin affairs, and the sudden revolution! 
that escape human foresight. This party pro* 
posed the violent measures^ 

The Mauritanian deputies, having reason t(i 
be satisfied, settled their plan aiifiong themselves; 
Three of them, conducted by Corcfius Octavius 
Rofo, who had been some time in Africa in the 
X}aality of qussstor, or paymaster of tlie army^ 
took their departure for Rome, and two returned 
to' king Bocchus, who heard wtth pleasure the 
account they gave him of all the proceedings, 
jmd more particularly the generous conduct and 
the friend^ip of Sylla. The ambassadors at 
Rome did their best to varnish the conduct of 
their master ; they acknowledged his errors, but 
imputed them entirely to the iniquity of Jugurtha^ 
and humbly prayed to be united in friendshi|< 
^nd alliance with the Roman people. The/ 
received the following answer: *' It is th8 
cuBtom of the senate and the Roman people t$ 
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bear in mind all acts of fiiendihip and host ifitf^ 
As Boochus declares, that he repents of his 
conducti they are wilfii^ to forgive him. The 
friendship and alliance which he solicits, will be 
granted when his merit proves him worthy of 
that distinction/* 

cv. The Mauritanian prince, informed of this 
answer from Rome, sent letters to Marius^ 
desiring that Sylla might be sent to his countr}', 
in order to adjust all matters that concerned 
their mutual interest. His request was granted. 
Sylla went forward, escorted by a detachment of 
foot and cavalry, and a number of slingers from 
the Balearic islands. They were accompomed 
by a body of archers, and a cohort from 
Pelignum, carrying, for the sake of expedition,, 
the lightest arms, but sufficient for defence 
against the feeMe darts of the enemy. On the 
6fth day, as they were proceeding on their 
march, they perceived, on a sudden, Volux, 
the son of Bocchus, advancing on the open 
plain at the head of a thousand horse* As they 
observed no regular order, but spread themselves 
at random ov«r the plain, thdr number, in that 
confusion, appeared to be greater than in £act 'it, 
was. 45ylla, and his train of attendants^ con* 
duded that a ferocious enemy was coming dowa 
^pon them» With this idea tb^y prepared foe 
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an immediate action ; each man grasped his 
arms^ and brandishing his darts and missive 
weapons, stood ready for the attack, not al- 
libgether exempt from fear, but still retaining the 
ardour natural to men who were conscious of 
former victories, and resolute against an enemy 
so often vanquished. While their minds were 
thus in agitation, the Ught-horsemen, who had 
been sent out to explore the country, returned 
to Sylla, with exact intelligence, and reported 
that all was quiet. 

cvi. In a short space of time, Volux advanced 
to the Roman lines, and addressing himself to 
Sylla, declared that he came by the order of his 
fether Bocchus, to greet him on his march, and 
marshal him the rest of the way. Both parties 
formed a junction, and continued their march 
on that and the following day, without any kind 
of alarm. Towards the close of *the next 
evening, when they had pitched their camp, 
the Mauritanian prince, alarmed and terrified,* 
went with the utmost precipitation to inform 
Sylla, thnt, by the information of his scouts, 
Jugurtha was hovering on the borders of the 
camp; with earnest solicitation pressing the 
propraetor to make his escape under cover of 
fte night. Sylla replied in a tone of unshaken 
firmness^ that he feared no danger from aa 
BS 3 
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oiemy ao Qften overthrown^ bat relied with 
qonfideoce on the valour of his troops ; and, 
even if certain death awaited him^ that he would 
boldly meet his fate^ rather than desert the mea 
under bis command, and, by an ignominious 
flight, endeavour to preserve a life subject to 
various accidents, and, perhaps, in a short time, 
qnder some bodily disease to sink to silent di:^ 
Volux still persisted to offer his advice : to march 
i|i the nijght he proposed as the wisest measure : 
Sylla adopted that opinion, and issued orders to 
his men, a^ soon as they finished their meal, to 
Ijght up a number of fires, and be ready at the 
first night-watch, to decamp in regular order. 
The march was conducted without interruption 
till sunrise, when Sylla, finding his men worn 
down with fatigue, halted with intent to pitch 
his camp. While he was employed in that^ 
business, the Moorish horsemen brought in->. 
telligence, that Jugurtha had with rapid speed 
made a forced march, and taken his station 
about two miles in front. The Itomans^ on 
hearing this information, were struck with terror 
and dismay; they thought themselves dcawn 
into a snare, and tliat Volux was guilty of a. 
stroke of perfidy. Some^ more enraged thaa 
the rest, were for immediate vengeance on Uw. 
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JitauHtanian prince, wh6 atfter io foul a crime 
ought not to survive a moment. • 

cviK Sylla in his. owki mind d#ew from aH 
appearances the samq conclusion^ but still re*- 
8t|iained the fury of his men. He animated 
(hem by exhortations;, he observed that the 
valoar of a few had often made a glorious stood 
against superior numbers; that the man who 
ill battle is prodigal 6f lifie, is the most likely to 
preserve it $ while he. has arms iii 'faaiid^ to trust 
tohisi^c^ heels, isr treachery to himself ; and 
when the danger presses in fronts to shew a 
d^enceless back to the enemy, is an act of folly:, 
and ignominious cowardice. A.fter this, turning 
^o ydux,. and, calling on Jupiter to witness the 
fraud and iniquity of Bocchus, he charged the 
y4f(Mg pHhce with hostile intentions^ and ordered 
J)im to quit the camp. i 

Volux, in a giish of tiears, implored and 
beseeched Sylla not to think him capable of so 
black a crime ; be was innocent ; the whole was 
owing to the . wily arts and active vigilance <^ 
Jugurtha, who was ever on the watch, and by 
hia scouts had gained intelligence of all their 
mbttons. The Numidian, however, was not 
in strength ; he had with him a blender force, 
hy no means numerous, and, as he depended 
4»itirely on the support of Bocchiis^ it w^ not 
$ E 4 
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probable that he would dare to hacard an attadc, 
when the son of hia protector must be an eye<r 
witness of the transactian. For this reason, it 
appeared to \^\m, that the wisest measure would 
be to march in the moat open manner throi^h 
the Numidian camp. For himself^ he was ready 
to send forward all his Moors, or to leave them 
in their present station, and singly and alone to 
follow Sylia*a standard. In such a cri8i9 there 
was no room for choice. The march began% 
Surprised by a movement so unexpeot^, Jut 
gurtha had no time to prepare for action. He 
remained in doubt, wavering, and irresolutet 
Sylla pursued his way, without any kind of 
obstacle, and in a few days arrived at the place 
of their destination. 

cviii. There was, in that jimoture, at the cQtut 
of Bocchus, a certain Numidian, well received^ 
and in high confidence with the king. The 
name of this man was Aaper; be had been 
dispatched by Ji^urtha, on the first notice of 
ka intended interview with Sylla, with instruc* 
tions to manage for the Numidian prince, and 
penetrate into the secret designs of the JVburi^ 
tanian court. There was on the spot, at th^ 
same time, another Numidian, of the name af 
Dabar, a descendant of Masinissa, but of mixed 
blood, lis his father, Massugrada, was the aoi^ 
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<^ a eoncubine. Posseseed of great talents, and 
many elegant qualities, he^vas in high &vour at 
eourt. Bocohus had long known his firm attaeh* 
ment to the Romans, and now ohose him fof 
hM deputy to Sylh ; with instructions to declare, 
on his part, ^at he wasi ready to accede to any 
feemis proposed by the senate, and left it tp 
Sylla to appoint the plaoe, the day, and the 
kour for an interview* He himself had formed 
ho plan, bat reserved every thing to be settled 
at the conference. An envoy from Jugnrtha 
was to be admitted to the meeting ; but Aom 
that circumstanoe no jealousy could arise, -as in 
his presence all matters would be finally adJMted^ 
md in fadt there was no other way to check 
the machinations Of that politic and wily Ntt«^ 
midian. I find, hpwever, upon due inquiry, 
thit Bocdius was by no means sincere upon 
this occasion: the reasons .\vhich he stated, 
carried an ostensible surface, but he acted with 
the duplicity of an African, amusing both the 
Romans and Numidians with a prospect of ^ 
general peace. He wavered for some time 
bd;w6en both nations, debating with himself, 
whether he should deliver up Jugurtha to the 
Jtomans, or surrender Sylla to the Numidian 
jprince. In his hpart he was inclined to treachery^ 
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bul the terroK of obr anne put an «iid fa> His 
doiibte. 

€ix. Tothenieafiageft«}t«theMoort$li.kuig, 
fylla made answer^ '^ That he «hmdd be short 
l«d sparing of imrds in the presence of Aspir, 
but would open himself mon^. at laige in a 
privftte meeting with Boccbite akmei or in a 
oounoU attended* by.a. small numbor.** At th^ 
tema tiknei he cdmnlunicated to Dahar3 tbd 
envDy, the substasnoe of the answer he expected 
td leeaiTe from tba king. 
I Jk Qonferenee was ecodrdi^gly' had in a few 
daya. At thatroeetuig Sylla shortly said, that 
)te caitie. commissioiied by the consul to demand 
a' ioategorical answer to Im question, which war 
most agreesble to the Mauritanian king, peace 
pr war; Boochus, in compliance with the rule 
preaeribed, desired to a^onrafor ten days, when 
he should be prepared to tell his fixed resobtion, 
not having ss yet determined with himself. The 
eonference ended in this manner, and both 
parties withdrew to their respective camps. 

In the course of the night, Boochus sent to 
Sylla, desiring to see him with all possUe 
secrecy. Each party had a faithful interpreter, 
and no other person whatever was admitted, 
except Dabar, a man of an unblemished cha^ 
racter : he wa^ chosen as the confidential friend 
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pf both parties, and was sworn in the form they 
prescribed. After this ceremony the king spoke 
as follows : 

ex. '^ Seated as I am on the most splendid 
throne in this part of the worlds and possessed 
of greater riches thto all the princes round me, 
I never imagined that a time would come^ when 
I should be indebted to the friendship of au 
individual. You, Sylla, are the first to whon^ 
I owe an obligation : before I came acquainted 
with you, I was in the habit of doing good ; I 
relieved numbers at their own request ; and to 
others, unasked, I was a voluntary friend : I 
wanted assistance from no man« My former 
lustre is now eclipsed ; but I do not, as crther* 
would do, repine at the change ; on. the coa^ 
trary, I am delighted with it. I acknowledge 
^with pleasure that I stand in need of your as« 
fiistance, and I do not hesitate to declare, that 
a mark of your friendship will always be dear to 
me. Put my sincerity to the test ; at your own 
discretion dispose of my arms, my forces, my 
finances, of every thing belonging to me. When 
you have, converted all to your own use, I hope 
you will not imagine that I have closed the ac- 
count of the obligations I am under to you« 
A due sense of your goodness will at all times 
ipe next my hjcart, I .shall bp in your debt,not 
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jou in mine. With your desires^ as soon as I 
am properly informed, I shall ever be ready to 
comply. With me it is a settled maxim, that 
the prince who suffers himself to be surpassed in 
acts of generosity, is more ingbrious than h» 
who is conquered in the fietd of battle, 

" i am now to speak of the Roman republic. 
What I have to say shall be dispatched in a few 
wcMtls. You, Sylh, are sent to act for your 
country, and now hear my sentiments. I nevei: 
made, nor wished to make, war against the Ro- 
man people : I took up arms to defend mj 
frontiers, which were invaded. Since you desire 
it^ I relinquished that design. Conduct your 
war against Jugurtha according to your own 
c^scretion. The river Muluccha divided Mi* 
cipsa^s dominions from mine ; I shall never pass 
f>e)'ond that boundary, nor will I suffer Jugurtha 
to transgress it. To conclude, if you have any 
further demand, &ir and reasonable to both 
parties, make it ; from me you will meet with 
no reluctance.** 

CXI. Sylla made a gracious answer, as far as 
regarded himself, brief and modest ; but on 
the subject of the peace, and all matters in nego* 
tiation, more at large. He gave the king to 
understand, that '' the senate and Romaa 
people^ knowing their own advantages in the 
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course of the war, would not consider the nai- 
tmlity which he now offered as a mark of friend- 
flhip or good-will. It would be convenient to 
himself, but no advantage to the conqueror* 
Some act demonstrated on his part, and con- 
ducive to the interests of the republic, would be 
expected. For this purpose the king had a 
fair opportunity; Jugurtha was in his power, 
and he might strike a sudden blow. By delivering 
up the Numidian prince, Bocchus would confer 
an obligation on the Roman people, who, in 
return, would not hesitate • to extend their 
friendship, to grant a treaty of alliance, together 
with the part of Numidia which he claimed at 
his right/* 

Bocchus was at first unwilling to accede to 
these terms ; he pleaded the ties of blood, the 
rights of mutual friendship, and the stipulations 
of a solemn league. By a stroke of so much 
perfidy he must alienate the affections of his 
subjects, all attached to Jugurtha, and the 
avowed enemies of Rome. 

Sylla at length carried his points. The 
Moorish king, softened by repeated applications, 
yielded his consent, and promised to perform 
all that was required of htm. It was then agreed, 
that a negotiation for peace should be osten-; 
sibly carried on to amuse Jugurtha, who had 
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reason to be heartily tired df the war^ aiid 
wished for nothing so much as a general pacific* 
cation. These measures being settled, the king 
end Sylla took leave of each other. 

cxii. On the following day, the king sendi 
for Aspar, the ambassador of Jugurtha, and tells 
liim it had been communicated to him by Dabar^ 
on the part of Sylla, that it was possible the war 
might be put an end to on certain conditions^ 
and that he wished to know the sentiments of 
the king his master upon the subject. Th« 
ambassador, much gratified by the proposalj 
repaired immediately to the camp o( Jugurtha; 
und having received his instructions, hastened 
bade in the course of eight days to Bocchus^ 
«fid told him ** that Jugurtha would do with 
promptitude whatever was enjoined him, but 
that his reliance on Marius was very faint, as 
he had often experienced the hollowness of 
conventions with Roman generals: that if, 
however, Bocchus wished sincerely to consult 
the interests of both parties, and have a peace 
iBtified between them, he ought to endeavour 
to bring about a conference at whidi aH should 
attend, for the ostensible purpose of <]iscus3ing 
the terms of tlie peace, and then take that 
-opportunity of delivering up Sylla to Jugurtha j 
as the j)ossessiou of such an important person 
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would be .the lurest means of extortkig a treafy 
from the senate and peo[^ of Rome^ who neror 
would suffer a man of his consequence to reauun 
in a state of captivity^ into which he had fellen^ 
not ixoai any error of his own, but fix)ai zeal in 
me service of his country." After much hesita^ 
tloDL and: reflection^ Bocohus consented to this 
proposal. It is difficult to decide whether his 
reluctance was real or pretended ; but the ia» 
olmtions pf kings are generally as fickle as thef 
-are ardent, and pass from one extreme to its 
opposite very r^idly* Some days afber^ when 
the time and place of conference were fixed^ 
Bpcchus gave audience in titieir turn to the 
ambassadors of Jugurtha and Sylla, and, by kind^ 
tUSBS and promises to each, sent them both away 
Coll of expectation. On the very night, however^ 
l^hioh. preceded the day of conference, having 
assembled his fiiends, and suddenly, as if alter-, 
t^g hifi resolution, having dismissed th^ again, 
he is said to have remained for a considerable 
time in a state of the most agitating perplexity, 
4()riBg which his countenance changed as rapidly 
as'his mind, and betrayed, notwithstanding hia 
iileace, the internal conflict of all his sentinrents* 
At length he came to the determination of send-- 
ifig for Sylla, and by his advice laid a snare for. 
the. capture <4 Jugurtha. As soon, as it walk 
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daylight^ being informed of Jugurtha's 6p^ 
proach^ he moanted bis horse^ and, attended by 
tome friends and our qus^tor, went forward 
under the pretext of receiving him bonomably, 
and waited for him on an eminence which the 
men he had set in ambush could oommanll 
The Numidian accordingly arrivedi and with 
him several of his friends^ but they were all 
unarmed, as had been agreed upon with Boc<* 
chus ; and as soon as the signal was given, the 
party who lay in . wait rushed forward and sur* 
rounded them. The attendants were all slaugh-* 
tered, and Jugurtha himself was delivered up ai 
captive to Sylla, by whom he was conducted to 
Marius» 

About the same period our generals, Q. 
Caepio and M. Manlius, were iinsuccessful in 
their efforts against the Gauls, and experienced 
some reverses which struck terror through all 
Italy. It was then the prevailing opinion ct (jie 
Romans, and has continued the same to otir 
own times, that no pther nations could attempt 
to resist their valour, but that with the Gaulft 
they fought rather in self-defence than for glory* 
Upon the conclusion, however, of the war in 
Numidia, when it was known at Rome that 
Jugurtha was delivered up, Marius, though 
absent, was raised to the consulship, and ap- 
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{x>inted to the government of the province of 
Gaul. On the kalends of January he was 
honoured with a splendid triumph, and thence^ 
forward the hopes and the strength of the city 
^ere centred in hiin. 



F r 



NOTES 

AKD 

ILLUSTRATIONS^ 



NOTE A, Page 234. 

Iw cHber copies this passage is read diflercntly ; ^{Jtu- 
giinharoqae filium Manastabalis fratria quc^n^ Ma^a** 
aisea quod oitus ex coucubina erat, privatum reiJK}C|e*' 
raL" Aecording to this construction, Maaaatab4l; 
WMB the soa of a qoncubiue, not Jugurtba — though |i^ 
certainly makes but little difference to the latt^^j wbe*^ . 
bis father or his grandfather was the author, of th($: 
irregularity in his pedigree. ' . ^ 



NOTE B, Page 257. 

'' Thb name of Opimtus was held sacred by tSatgaur^ 
mett of antiquityj on account of the admbable vin-. 
tage, by which the year of fats consulship was disK 
tioguished. It was also during that year (663) thai 
the Romans became sensible of the value of tbeif Fi#i 
lemum (<^ jam intelligente suum bonum Italii," at 
Pliny 8ays)5and treasured it up in casks for the. bcnefij^ 
of posterity. We have the inscription of one of these 
casks or flagons in Petronius^ ^* Falernum* Opimia- 
num. annorum centum/' 
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NOTE C, Page 275. 
MsMMluSy like many other leaders of faction^ ^ 
the first to fall a victim to the spirit which himself had 
excited. He is mentioned as an orator by Cicero^ but 
in no great terms of commendation. His style of 
doquence appears to have been the severe or vitupe- 
rative, * ,.^.^__ 

NOTE D, Page 276. 
Lh Clercy vrho is not the most temperate or im* . 
pirtial of biographers^ concludes^ from the severity with 
which Sallust always mentions the nobles^ that th# 
historian h^maAlf wAA^^^.^ileheian extraction. '< Pfa^ 
boam ijtts familiam non patriciam^ ut uoaimi% v^limt 
fnisse Kquet ex eo quod tribunus plebis erat, ac sent 
obique in nobiles invehitur ac prrsertira in Hisioffi# 
Belli Jugurthini/' &c« 



NOTE E, Page 351* 
Thb Boman citizen was protected from such pa-* 
niffhm*r'^ by the Porcian and Valerian lawa^ the latter 
of wUch says^ '^ ne quis qui provocasset Virgis casde»* 
ictur seeurive necaretur/' Gmterus hdvlrever 19 of 
OpiniQO^ that those laws had no force in the camp^ 
wbtm the Roman- soldiers, he says, w^ne pnnishfldr 
with even more severity than the allies. He thetebrw 
^'that the word <^ nam" should be reokowd. 

THE END. 
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